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MARY  BEACH  BIDWELL 


This  Book 


is  Reverently  Dedicated 
to  the  Memory  of 
Doctor  William  Morrow  Beach 
and  His  Daughter, 


Mary  Beach  Bidwell 


The  Ancestry  and  Posterity  of  Obil  Beach 

Was  Published 
Through  the  Generosity  of 
Mrs.  Ella  Beach  Lewis, 
of  Fairbury,  Illinois, 
and 


Paul  Tyler, 
of  London,  Ohio 


'JpHERE  is  a  regard  for  ancestry  which 
nourishes  only  a  weak  pride ;  but  there  is 
also  a  moral  and  philosophical  respect  for 
our  ancestors  which  elevates  the  character 
and  improves  the  heart.  Next  to  the  sense 
of  religious  duty  and  moral  feeling,  I  hardly 
know  what  should  bear  with  strongest  obli¬ 
gation  on  a  liberal  and  enlightened  mind 
than  a  consciousness  of  alliance  with  excel¬ 
lence  which  is  departed. 

— Daniel  Webster. 
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Foreword 

This  book  was  made  by  years  of  patient  research,  by  many 
people.  Painstakingly  it  was  gathered  through  their  youth  and 
prime  of  life,  then  generously  given  that  others  might  share  it. 

Our  earliest  genealogist  is  Deacon  Lewis  A.  Norton,  of  Go¬ 
shen,  Connecticut.  In  1849,  he  compiled  for  John  T.  Beach, 
of  Lakewood,  New  Jersey,  a  history  of  the  Beach  family. 
Beautifully  written,  without  a  blemish,  the  booklet  is  in  nearly 
perfect  condition,  a  cherished  keepsake.  It  was  given  to  Miss 
Mary  B.  Beach,  herself  a  family  genealogist,  by  her  uncle,  John 
T.  Beach,  at  his  death,  and  was  offered  by  her  to  the  Beach, 
Family  Association.  It  has  been  invaluable. 

Miss  Mary  Beach  is  co-author,  with  the  late  Miss  Helen 
Beach,  of  Geneva,  Switzerland,  of  a  pamphlet,  “The  Descend¬ 
ants  of  Thomas  Beach,  of  Milford,  Connecticut.”  Miss  Helen 
Beach  had  compiled  an  historical  monograph  on  Mary  (Royce) 
Beach,  which  was  reprinted  from  the  New  England  Historical 
and  Genealogical  Register  of  January,  1926.  This  contained 
additional  data  on  the  Beach-Royce  marriage,  and  conclusively 
proved  that  the  wife  of  John  Beach,  son  of  Thomas,  the  immi¬ 
grant,  was  Mary  Royce.  She  had  previously  been  in  dispute. 

Because  of  the  generosity  of  these  ladies  in  sharing  their  in¬ 
formation,  the  descendants  of  Obil  Beach  have  an  early  Ameri¬ 
can  ancestry  that  is  beyond  question. 

All  the  material  regarding  Obil  Beach,  his  children,  and  his 
grandchildren,  we  owe  to  our  own  Doctor  William  Morrow 
Beach. 

Perhaps  it  was  his  being  left  an  orphan  and  homeless  at  an 
early  age,  that  intensified  his  love  of  family  and  his  desire  to 
know  more  about  his  father’s  people.  Be  that  as  it  may,  when 
the  war  was  over  and  his  medical  practice  was  established,  he 
began  writing  to  his  relatives,  gathering  the  material,  and  or¬ 
ganizing  it. 

A  letter  from  the  Mr.  M.  B.  B.  Colt  collection  contains  the 
following  letter  from  Joseph  P.  Beach: 
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“Cheshire,  Connecticut, 
“April  23,  1890. 

“My  Dear  Sir: 

****** 

“Some  of  the  letters  you  enclose  I  recognize  as  very  imper¬ 
fect  records  of  some  of  my  correspondence  in  the  past,  and  they 
illustrate  how  very  liable  people  are  to  mis-state  very  plain  facts 
relating  to  genealogy.  I  suppose  it  is  because  most  people  are 
not  such  genealogical  cranks  as  I  have  become,  or  as  was  the 
late  Doctor  William  Morrow  Beach. 

“It  is  quite  a  romantic  story — that  of  Dr.  Wm.  Morrow. 
Some  year  ago  he  noticed  a  paragraph  in  an  Ohio  paper — 
copied  from  a  Connecticut  paper  that  some  man  by  the  name  of 
‘Beach1  in  Connecticut  had  announced  the  intention  of  inter¬ 
viewing  all  the  living  members  of  the  Beach  family  in  America. 

“At  random,  Dr.  Morrow  addressed  a  letter  to  that  unknown 
Beach.  That  letter  after  a  couple  of  weeks  and  through  many 
hands,  finally  reached  New  York  and  was  sent  to  me,  by  my 
brother. 

“Doctor  Morrow  then  only  knew  that  his  ancestor’s  name 
was  Obil.  After  a  short  correspondence,  and  obtaining  all  he 
knew  of  his  ancestors,  I  had  no  difficulty  in  tracing  him  back 
to  Pilgrim  Thomas  Beach  of  Milford,  younger  brother  of  Pil¬ 
grims  Richard  and  John.  In  about  three  months  Doctor  Mor¬ 
row  sent  me  some  293  descents  of  Obil  and  a  lot  of  other  Beach 
information  of  the  family  in  the  Western  states. 

“When  the  Doctor  died,  I  know  he  had  a  very  complete  rec¬ 
ord  of  his  whole  ancestry,  and  I  have  some  sixty  pages  in  my 
records  devoted  to  his  branch  of  the  family.  He  had  worked 
it  all  up  after  hearing  from  me,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  his 
papers  are  in  good  order.” 

-*y*  ''y*  ■'T'  ■'T*  -y* 

“You  want  to  know  about  Thomas  of  1679.  His  descend¬ 
ants  are  quite  numerous.” 

v|x  ^ 
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“The  migration  to  the  West  of  Connecticut  people  began 
about  the  beginning  of  this  century  and  as  one  of  your  corres¬ 
pondents,  a  lawyer,  observed,  they  had  the  ‘fever  bad.’  Most  of 
the  breaks  occurring  in  my  record  of  the  ‘Beach  family,’  are  due 
to  this  hegira  of  families  from  Connecticut  to  the  Western  Re¬ 
serve — and  I  can  only  trace  them  back  to  ‘our  folks,’  by  well 
established  family  traditions,  or  from  local  histories  of  your 
early  towns,  where  the  first  settlers  are  mentioned  as  a  part  of 
the  history  of  the  settlements. 

“If  I  can  be  of  further  service,  I  shall  be  glad.  It  is  some 
years  since  I  have  been  very  active  in  genealogical  matters  and 
do  not  promise  to  pursue  the  topic,  except  when  I  think  some 
younger  Beach  is  likely  to  take  enough  interest  in  the  matter  to 
follow  up  the  clues  I  may  be  able  to  give. 

“Yours  truly, 

“Jos.  P.  Beach.” 

In  a  letter  to  Doctor  William  Morrow  Beach,  himself,  on 
May  1,  1883,  this  same  Joseph  P.  Beach  wrote  the  following: 

“The  observation  you  make,  in  reference  to  the  moral  char¬ 
acter  of  the  Beaches  who  have  descended  from  Obil,  may  be 
generally  considered  the  characteristics  of  nearly  all  with  whom 
I  have  become  acquainted. 

“For  over  thirty  years  I  have  been  gathering  in  the  Beaches 
from  every  original  record  I  thought  likely  to  yield  returns; 
and  I  am  not  ashamed  of  any  record  of  any  of  them  I  have 
yet  found.  They  are  a  good  race,  enterprising,  brave,  of  aver¬ 
age  longevity,  average  piety,  full  of  energy,  and  in  all  respects 
worthy  of  a  history.” 

During  the  Doctor’s  lifetime,  genealogical  work  was  very  diffi¬ 
cult,  for,  when  the  Beach  family  left  their  early  home  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  they  went  to  Vermont,  where  they  lived  in  two  different 
communities  for  more  than  20  years,  beginning,  about  1812,  to 
move  towards  the  Northwest  Territory. 

In  the  wilderness,  the  press  of  the  daily  necessities  of  life 

19 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  POSTERITY  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


was  so  great  that  no  public  record  was  kept  of  vital  statistics. 
Each  family,  if  they  considered  it  sufficiently  important,  kept 
its  own  record  in  the  Family  Bible.  Were  it  not  for  Doctor 
William  Morrow  Beach,  the  descendants  of  Obil  Beach  would 
be  without  knowledge  or  proof  of  their  ancestry. 

For  the  later  material  of  this  book,  we  are  indebted  to  va¬ 
rious  members  of  the  family.  Reverend  E.  C.  Beach  has  con¬ 
tributed  much,  particularly  of  his  own  line  of  Amos,  although 
he  is  an  authority  on  the  family  as  a  whole.  Frank  Beach  and 
his  sister,  Miss  Aurelia,  have  given  much  personal  history  com- 
cerning  the  family  of  Obil  Oren;  and  many  others  have  shared 
knowledge  which  has  added  to  the  intimacy  of  the  biographical 
sections. 

It  is,  however,  to  Mary  Beach  Bidwell,  that  we  owe  the 
most.  From  her  father,  Doctor  William  Morrow  Beach,  she 
inherited  those  dominant  Beach  characteristics — loyalty,  love, 
and  true  pride  for  the  family.  In  one  of  her  letters  she  made 
the  comment: 

“The  Beach  family  in  Ohio  have  all  been  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  were  all  old  line  Whigs  in  Poli¬ 
tics,  and  all  Republicans  after  the  Whig  party  dissolved;  and 
they  have  all  been  abstainers  from  alcoholic  stimulants  as  a 
beverage.  I  never  saw  one  of  them,  or  knew  of  one  of  them, 
who  was  a  drunkard  or  a  pauper.” 

It  was  Mary  Beach  Bidwell,  who  gathered  the  old  letters, 
manuscripts  and  photographs,  and  who  planned  this  book.  She 
gave  unsparingly  of  her  time  and  money  to  secure  further  data 
on  the  new  generations,  intending  it  as  a  memorial  to  her  father. 

She  engaged  the  services  of  Major  Alfred  H.  Beach,  who 
is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  foremost  living  authorities  on  the 
Beach  Family.  For  eight  years,  she  actively  pursued  her  plan, 
reluctantly  putting  it  aside  as  the  business  affairs  of  the  country 
became  acute,  and,  before  it  could  be  resumed,  the  disease* 
from  which  Mrs.  Bidwell  had  suffered  so  long,  resulted  in  her 
death. 
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When  it  was  decided,  after  so  many  years,  that  we  were  to 
publish  this  book,  Major  Beach  immediately  forwarded  all  the 
material  and  correspondence  on  the  subject  that  had  been  sent 
to  him,  together  with  the  Obil  Beach  portion  of  his  own  per¬ 
sonal  files,  which  was  of  inestimable  value.  Paul  Tyler  went 
through  the  effects  of  Mrs.  Bidwell,  sending  everything  he 
thought  would  be  of  any  assistance. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  these  two  men,  it  was  possible 
to  organize  this  material  of  Mary  Bidwell’s,  and  it  is  her  col¬ 
lection  that  is  herewith  presented  to  the  Beach  Family,  in  the 
memory  of  the  one  we  so  dearly  loved. 

— Alma  Lewis  James. 
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In  Explanation 

To  the  younger  members  of  the  family  who  show  so  much 
amusement  over  the  old  portraits,  I  wish  to  say: 

“You  would  look  funny,  too,  if  your  neck  hurt.” 

Having  a  picture  taken,  this  last  century,  was  a  serious  mat¬ 
ter,  and  a  painful  one,  for  the  photographer,  in  order  to  secure 
that  necessary  five  minute  exposure,  clamped  the  subject’s  head 
to  a  stand  before  he  told  him  to  look  pleasant,  and  it  was  a 
rare  individual  who  did  not  ossify  at  the  end  of  three  minutes. 

Cameras  and  lighting  effects  were,  of  course,  very  crude,  and 
the  costumes  heighten  the  effect  of  unfamiliarity.  The  uncreased 
trousers  of  the  men  in  particular,  to  this  razor-edged  genera¬ 
tion,  produce  a  distinct  impression  of  slovenliness;  but,  to  the 
men  of  that  time,  a  crease  was  a  disgrace,  a  sign  that  the  trou¬ 
sers  had  lain  upon  the  shelf  and  were  “hand-me-downs."  A 
good  pair  of  pants  were  therefore  innocent  of  any  creases. 

The  photographer  carefully  arranged  the  position  of  his  sub¬ 
ject,  particularly  the  hands,  which  were  placed  in  elaborate 
poses.  Sometimes  he  attempted  an  effect  of  naturalness  by 
giving  them  a  book  or  cane  to  hold.  Later,  humor  was  intro¬ 
duced,  and  it  became  fashionable  for  the  gay  young  blades  (see 
the  picture  of  Lorenzo  Beach)  to  have  their  pictures  taken 
dressed  in  the  worst  old  clothes  they  could  find — perhaps  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  glamorous  California  gold  miners — and  present 
them  to  their  lady  friends. 

Some  of  the  pictures  in  the  book  are  miracles  of  modern  en¬ 
graving,  the  originals  being  much  defaced.  The  portrait  of 
Judith  (Beebe)  Beach  is  remarkable  for  that  reason.  The 
original  was  a  “tintype"  two  inches  square,  and  wTas  a  picture 
of  a  framed  portrait  hanging  on  a  parlor  wall,  and  it  included 
the  back  of  a  chair  that  partly  obscured  the  lower  portion.  The 
whole  was  so  blackened  with  age  as  to  be  nearly  indistinguish¬ 
able.  By  making  a  series  of  pictures,  the  engravers  were  able 
to  make  a  perfect  reproduction. 

It  is  impossible  to  look  for  any  length  of  time  upon  the  pic- 
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tures  of  these  men  and  women  and  not  be  deeply  impressed  by 
the  strength  and  sweetness  of  their  faces.  They  are  people 
who  have  seen  much  and  suffered  much.  Humble  they  may 
have  been,  but  they  were  truly  noble. 

— Alma  Lewis  James. 
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The  Beach  Coat  of  Arms 


Arms:  Vaire,  argent  and  gules,  on 
a  canton  azure,  a  pile  or. 

Crest:  a  demi-lion  rampant,  ar¬ 
gent,  ducally  gorged  or,  holding  in 
his  paws  an  escutcheon  azure  charged 
with  a  pile  or. 

Motto:  “Tout  en  Bon  Heure." 
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The  Ancient  Family  of  De  La  Beche 

There  is  a  family  legend  that  the  name  of  Beach  had  its 
origin  in  that  the  first  member  of  the  family  was  a  foundling 
picked  up  from  a  wreck  on  the  sea  shore  of  Wales.  He  was 
supposed  to  have  been  adopted  by  a  wealthy  nobleman  and 
named  Beach. 

Deacon  Norton  advances  a  theory  that: 

“There  is  little  doubt  that  in  England  the  family  was  trace¬ 
able  to  one  man.  Whether  that  man  was  of  Saxon  or  of  Nor¬ 
man  origin,  the  name  probably  originated,  as  we  say,  accident¬ 
ally,  that  is,  and  for  instance,  a  man  living  upon  the  beach  or 
sea  shore,  might  be  called  John  at  the  Beach,  and  in  time  this 
might  become  his  name — -John  Beach.  The  Arms  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  Horseford  are,  a  horse  swimming  across  a  river. 

“I  believe  surnames  were  not  common  in  England  before  the 
time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  say  1066.” 

The  Beach  Family  Magazine,  however,  states:  “It  is  certain 
that  the  family  of  Beach  or  De  La  Beche,  had  its  origin  in 
France;  and,  at  Tours,  France,  can  be  seen  old  monuments  and 
brass  inscriptions  bearing  the  name.  History  records  that  this 
family  came  to  England  with  William  the  Conqueror,  in  1066, 
and  Sir  William  Hicks-Beach  of  England,  has  traced  his  line 
definitely  back  to  these  early  families.” 

In  H  oare’s  “History  of  Wiltshire,”  we  read  that  this  family 
derives  its  descent  from  the  ancient  and  respectable  family  of 
De  La  Beche,  lords  of  Aldworth  in  the  county  of  Berks. 

In  a  letter  written  to  Mrs.  Ella  Lewis  by  the  late  George 
Beach,  of  Spiceland,  Indiana,  he  says : 

“But  here  is  a  pleasing  historical  incident  which  may  interest 
you  in  a  moment  of  pastime,  for  which  I  have  authorities. 

“Lady  Margaret  De  La  Beche,  after  the  death  of  her  hus¬ 
band  in  1347  A.  D.,  was  living  at  Castle  De  La  Beche.  She 
removed  to  another  of  their  castles,  Beaumys,  and  the  castle  was 
assaulted  in  1352  by  John  de  Dalton  and  his  retainers,  who 
killed  several  of  the  defenders,  and  frightened  the  Chaplain  to 
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death.  They  carried  away  booty  to  the  amount  of  a  thousand 
pounds  and  prisoners  (for  ransom,  probably)  among  whom 
was  Lady  Margaret,  who  subsequently  married  him. 

“I  have  many  disconnected  fragments  of  De  La  Beche,  John 
and  Thomas,  also  spelled  Beech  and  Beach,  running  back  to 
1298  A.  D.,  when  Thomas  De  La  Beche  owned  an  estate  in 
Alsager,  England.  And  in  1308,  Sir  John  De  La  Beche,  of 
Berks  County,  was  in  a  tournament  at  Dunstable.  In  1342,  Sir 
Philip  De  La  Beche’s  Manor  was  seized  by  the  king,  being  for¬ 
feited,  as  he  was  with  the  king’s  enemies. 

“The  oldest  Beche  estate  that  I  have  yet  found  is  at  Aid- 
worth,  Berks  County,  which  village  is  recorded  as  part  of  the 
possessions  of  the  Beche  family  who  flourished  during  the  reigns 
of  the  second  and  third  Edwards,  1317-1377.  This  was  one  of 
three  family  seats  which  Nicholas  De  La  Beche  obtained  the 
King’s  permission  to  transform  into  castles.” 

Deacon  Norton  observed  that: 

“The  brass  inscriptions  on  the  monuments  at  Aldworth,  near 
Reading,  England,  were  made  in  France,  and  escaped  destruc¬ 
tion  during  the  Puritan  upheaval,  on  account  of  being  in  a  little 
obscure  church  among  the  hills.” 

George  Beach  continues : 

“A  volume  of  kThe  Beauties  of  England  and  Wales’  states 
that  “The  Mansion  House  was  situated  on  an  eminence,  and 
appears  to  have  been  fortified  about  the  twelfth  year  of  Edward 
III  from  whom  permission  to  make  castles  was  obtained.  The 
site  of  this  fortress  is  now  (1801)  known  as  the  Beche  Farm, 
but  no  remains  of  the  original  structure  can  be  found.  The 
church,  however,  remains,  and  is  celebrated  for  its  monuments 
of  the  Beche  family.  These  are  nine  in  number,  three  on  one 
side,  three  in  the  center,  between  the  pillars  that  support  the 
roof,  and  three  on  the  other  side.  The  tombs  are  described  as 
very  beautiful,  and  the  figures  of  the  persons  they  represent  are 
elegantly  carved  in  stone  lying  in  different  positions  on  the 
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upper  surface  of  the  tombs,  and  are  supposed  to  be  effigies  of 
the  Beche  family.” 

“The  book  to  which  I  refer  contains  engravings  of  nine 
Knights  in  Armour,  and  ladies,  all  members  of  the  De  La  Beche 
family  of  Aldarvet,  covering  a  period  of  the  fourteenth  year 
of  Henry  III,  1230,  to  the  fifth  of  Richard,  1382.  They  are 
all  carved  in  stone,  elegantly  sculptured,  and  under  stone  can¬ 
opies  in  the  walls  of  the  church  most  beautifully  carved. 

“Six  of  the  figures  are  Knights  in  armour,  five  of  whom  had 
been  in  the  Crusades,  since  they  are  lying  cross-legged;  the  sev¬ 
enth  is  in  common  habit;  two  are  ladies,  Joan  De  La  Touch, 
wife  of  Philip  De  La  Beche,  and  Isabel  De  Elmvidge,  wife  of 
John  De  La  Beche. 

“The  church  is  five  miles  from  Wallingford,  England.  John 
Beach,  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  was  one  of  the  first  to  buy 
land  at  Wallingford,  Connecticut,  and  lay  out  that  town. 

“Thomas  De  La  Beche  is  found  in  history  as  a  Knight  under 
Edward,  the  Black  Prince  of  Wales,  at  the  Battle  of  Poitiers 
in  France  in  1356,  when  the  King  of  France  was  captured  by 
the  English. 

“We  have  very  much  more  about  the  persons  named  Beach 
down  to  the  eighteenth  century,  but  nowhere  do  I  find  the  birth 
place  of  Richard,  John  and  Thomas;  nor  do  I  find  any  town 
or  seat  in  England  named  Ellenore,  which  is  named  as  their 
birth  place.” 

Agnes  Strickland’s  “Queens  of  England”  gives  one  or  two 
stories  of  Sir  Nicholas  De  La  Beche.  (Vol.  2,  p.  133  and  183). 

“While  the  warlike  Edward  III  was  gaining  the  so-far  great¬ 
est  naval  victory  of  the  English  over  France — the  battle  of 
Blankenbury  in  1340 — Philippa,  his  queen,  gave  birth  to  her 
fourth  son  at  Ghent  (John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster). 

“The  King  hastened  to  embrace  them,  and,  owing  to  this  vic¬ 
tory  and  the  influence  of  the  Queen’s  mother,  hostilities  were  in 
abeyance. 

“They  found  themselves  much  in  debt,  however,  and  the  King 
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actually  accepted  the  offer  of  his  kinsman,  the  Earl  of  Derby, 
to  surrender  his  person  to  the  royal  creditors,  while  he  and  his 
Queen  stole  away  to  Zealand.  Here  he  embarked  with  Philippa 
and  the  infant  John  of  Gaunt,  attended  by  a  few  servants.  The 
ship  was  small,  the  weather  stormy,  and  the  royal  passengers 
were  in  frequent  danger  of  losing  their  lives;  however,  at  mid¬ 
night,  December  2,  1340,  they  landed  safely  on  Tower  wharf. 
Here  the  King  found  that  three  nurses,  and  the  rest  of  the  royal 
children,  constituted  the  sole  garrison  of  his  regal  fortress  of 
the  Tower;  the  careless  constable,  Nicholas  de  la  Beche,  had 
decamped  that  evening  to  visit  a  ladylove  in  the  city,  and  his 
warders  and  soldiers,  following  so  good  an  example,  had  ac¬ 
tually  left  the  Tower  to  take  care  of  itself.  The  great  Edward, 
who  was  not  in  the  mildest  of  tempers  owing  to  the  untoward 
state  of  his  finances,  took  possession  of  the  fortress  of  his  capi¬ 
tal  in  a  towering  rage.  As  his  return  was  wholly  unexpected, 
the  consternation  of  Constable  De  La  Beche  may  be  supposed, 
when  he  had  concluded  his  city  visit.  It  was  well  for  the  care¬ 
less  castellan,  that  the  gentle  Philippa  was  by  the  side  of  her 
incensed  lord,  at  that  juncture.” 

On  page  133,  there  is  a  list  of  presents  when  the  King  and 
queen  kept  Twelfth  night:  “To  Sir  Nicholas  de  Beche,  Sir 
Humphrey  de  Luttlebury,  and  Sir  Thomas  de  Latimer,  for 
dragging  the  king  out  of  bed  on  Easter  morning,  Edward  paid 
twenty  pounds.” 

The  late  Dr.  J.  Wyckliffe  Beach  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
a  descendant  of  Pilgrim  Thomas,  was  particularly  interested 
in  this  branch  of  Beach  genealogy,  and  contributed  a  manu¬ 
script  to  the  family  history. 

“The  immediate  ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  family,  seated 
at  Warminster  in  County  of  Wilts,*  was  undoubtedly  Robert 
Beche,  of  Warminster,  of  whose  will,  in  Latin,  a  copy  is  pre¬ 
served  in  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury;  it  is  dated  19th 
May  1519. 

This  is  doubtless  the  same  family  to  which  George  P.  Beach  alludes 
at  the  first  of  the  chapter. 
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“From  the  Collectanea  Typographica  et  Genealogica,  Vol.  1. 
p.  368  and  9. 

“From  the  Cartulary  of  the  Abbey  at  Haghmon,  Co.  Salop, 

England. 

“Wm.  De  La  Beche  gave  lands  (to  the  Abbey)  in  Eaton 
Mascott,  Co.  Salop  .... 

“Walter  de  Clifford  gave  the  Church  in  Culminton,  Co.  Salop, 
a  virgate  of  land  in  Siditonia  which  Master  Roger  de  Beche 
held,  rendering  him  £5  annually,  and  the  deed  was  witnessed 
by  Robert  de  la  Beche  ‘Master  Roger  his  brother.’  Neither  of 
these  items  is  dated,  but  they  are  entered  along  with  other  mat¬ 
ter  dated  variously  from  A.  D.  1200  to  1400.  Vol.  V.  p.  169 — 
Elizabeth  de  la  Beche,  daughter  of  William  and  Euphemia 
Comyne,  married  Sir  Roger  Elmerugge,  son  of  Roger  Elmer- 
ugge.  Roger  Jr.  was  aged  16  in  1328.  (Then  follows  a  chart 
of  Edmund  Coyne  of  Sanscomb,  Herts,  and  his  two  daughters, 
Euphemia  and  Mary,  the  former  marrying  William  De  La 
Beche,  and  having  daughter  Elizabeth). 

“Vol.  7,  p.  121,  John  de  la  Beche  is  recorded  as  an  armed 
man,  belonging  in  the  Hundrith  of  Nedderfield,  in  a  list  of  men 
returned  as  liable  to  serve  the  King  under  arms  from  the  Pale 
of  Hastings  in  the  13th  year  of  Edward  III,  1339-40.  It  was 
apparently  in  Sussex.  Vol.  IV,  p.  144,  Reginald  de  Beche  as 
receiving  land  which  had  been  property  of  his  brother  Walter, 
deeded  him  by  Will  de  Hucha  in  consideration  of  his  having 
paid  3  talents  of  gold. 

“From  the  age  of  Hugo  de  Londresford,  who  witnessed  the 
deed  and  who  died  in  1203,  we  infer  the  age  of  the  document. 
On  p.  153,  Reginald  de  Beche  witnesses  a  deed  of  Thomas 
Aleyn  owning  fealty  to  Simon  de  Londresford  who  was  by  the 
pedigree,  grandson  to  the  above  Hugo.  This  family  was  of 
Sussex  county. 

“In  Calendarium  Genealogicum,  Harv.  Coll.  Lib.,  giving  the 
genealogical  matters  to  be  found  in  the  Inquisitiones  post  mor¬ 
tem  during  the  reigns  of  Henry  III  and  Edward  I,  p.  764,  ap- 
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pears  the  following  ‘m — 15 — d  (Roger  de  la  Beche).'  Inquiry 
after  his  death,  Galfridus,  son  of  said  Roger,  is  his  next  heir 
and  is  15  years  old  (the  Inquiry  was  made  on  the  day  of  Mars 
after  the  feast  of  St.  Peter  in  Cathedra  in  the  22nd  year  of  Ed¬ 
ward  I.  in  Berkshire.)’  This  had  been  cancelled  in  the  record 
and  labeled  ‘vacat  quia  est  de  anno  22  et  ibi  irraturlatur.'  ‘m — 
16.  Thomas  de  la  Beche,  inquiry  after  his  death — Galfridus, 
son  of  Roger,  brother  of  said  Thomas,  is  next  heir  of  said 
Thomas,  and  is  of  the  age  of  14  years  and  more.'  At  Oxford 
— years  21, — Edward  I. 

uFrom  Burke — 1847,  p.  73 — ‘Thomas  Beach  of  Warminster, 
Co.  Wilts,  who  died  in  1576,  left  by  Agnes  Stanlock,  his  wife, 
a  son,  William,  of  Brixton  Deverell,  and  Fittleton,  Co.  Wilts. 
wTho  married,  in  1657,  Mary,  sister  of  John  Gifford,  Esq.,  of 
Aldhampton,  and  had  a  son  and  heir,  William,  who  married  in 
1679  .  .  .  was  ancestor  of  Henrietta  Maria  Beach,  who  mar¬ 
ried  October  7,  1779,  Michael  Hicks,  the  latter  assumed  the  sur¬ 
name  of  Hicks-Beach  by  royal  sign  manual  of  June  23,  1790.” 

“The  present  William  Beach  of  Oakley  Hall,  Hants  and 
Keevil  House,  county  Wilts,  who  was  born  July  24,  1783,  was 
a  descendant  of  the  latter,  dropped  the  Hicks  by  sign  manual  in 
1828,  and  is  simply  William  Beach,  Esq. 

“There  is  some  error  here,  as  the  following  taken  directly 
from  the  Church  records  at  Warminster  will  show.  Thomas 
and  Agnes  Stanlock — son  William,  born  at  Warminster.  Oct. 
5,  1567,  buried  at  Brixton  Deverell,  Jan.  29,  1646/7,  m.  Jane, 
sister  to  Clement  Adlam  (same  place) — son  William  of  Brixton 
Deverell,  Fittleton  and  Keevil,  baptised  at  Warminster,  July 
30,  1603,  buried  at  Fittleton  (or  Fitledean)  May  6,  1585,  m. 
Mary  Gifford  of  Aldhampton,  Co.  Somerset,  also  buried  at 
Fittleton,  March  30,  1693,  son  William  b  at  Brixton  Deverell, 
Jan.  4,  1655,  died  Aug.  24,  1741,  at  Keevil,  m  Anne,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Gilbert  Wither,  who  was  buried  at  Keevil,  April  9 
1742,  a.  80.  Daughter  Henrietta,  Maria,  etc. 
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“Beach  of  Brandon  Lodge,  Co.  Warwick,  is  described  in 
Burke,  3rd  and  4th  edition. 

“In  Hoare’s  History  of  South  Wilts  1825,  it  is  stated  that 
the  Thomas  Beach  buried  at  Warminster  in  1576,  who  was  the 
ancestor  of  Hicks-Beach,  etc.,  etc.  (as  already  quoted). 

“From  Dugdale’s  Baronage  1676,  Col.  2,  p.  127 — the  fam¬ 
ily  of  De  la  Beche  whose  chief  seat  was  at  Aldworth  in  Co. 
Berkshire,  John  is  mentioned  in  9th.  Edward  II,  as  having  li¬ 
cense  free  warren  in  all  his  demesne  lands  at  Bastleden,  Aid- 
hampton  and  Aldworth  and  in  11th  Edward  II,  another  for  his 
lordships  of  Patingden,  Everington,  Hampsted,  Woden-Hamp- 
sted,  and  Sumpton,  all  in  the  same  County,  and  in  12th  Edward 

II,  had  license  for  market,  etc.  1797408  r, 

Nicholas  de  la  Beche  in  12th  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward 
II,  had  a  charter  for  Free  Warren,  in  his  eight  Lordships  in 
Sussex  Co.;  and  in  15th  year  of  Edward  II,  he  was  governor 
of  Montgomery  Castle  in  the  Marches  of  Wales,  also  of  the 
Castle  of  Plecy  in  Sussex  Co.  This  Sir  Nicholas  was  constable 
of  the  Tower  of  London  in  13th  year  of  Edward  III,  and  in¬ 
curred  the  displeasure  of  the  King,  but  was  not  long  in  disgrace. 

(Deacon  Norton  says  that  Beach  Lane  in  London  was  named 
for  Nicholas) . 

“He  was  in  the  wars  of  Brittany,  and  in  17th  Edward  III 
was  made  Seneschal  Cascoine;  was  summoned  to  Parliament  in 
16th  Edward  III;  and  died  in  20th  or  21st  year  of  the  same 
reign. 


Steeple  Ashton  Vicarage, 
Trowbridge, 

Wilts. 

Edward  S.  Beach  Esq.  20  December,  1911. 

Singer  Building, 

149  Broadway, 

New  York. 

Dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  of  Nov.  17th  addressed  to  the  postmaster,  Steeple 
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Ashton,  was  handed  to  me  as  it  was  thought  that,  as  Vicar  ot 
the  Parish,  I  might  be  able  to  give  you  some  information  about 
the  Beach  Chapel. 

It  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  tower  on  the  south  side  as  is 
shown  in  the  photograph  of  the  exterior  of  the  church.  To  give 
some  idea  of  the  proportion,  I  may  say  that  the  height  of  the 
tower  to  the  battlements  is  97  feet.  The  chapel  is  now  used  as 
the  Baptistry  and  is  seen  in  the  photograph  of  the  font. 

In  the  chapel  are  many  monuments,  some  with  coats  of  arms, 
to  different  members  of  the  Beach  family.  These  are  as  follows: 

(1)  W.  Robert  Beach,  son  of  W.  Thomas  Beach  of  West 

Ashton,  died  16  June,  1710. 

(2)  Thomas  Beach  of  West  Ashton,  died  Nov.  1729, 

aged  92. 

(3)  W.  Grace  Beach,  da.  of  W.  Thomas  Beach,  of  West 

Ashton,  died  Feb.  1732. 

(4)  W.  Elizabeth  Beach,  da.  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 

Beach  of  West  Ashton,  died  Nov.  1785,  aged  72. 

(5)  W.  Ann  Catherine  Beach,  sister  to  the  above,  died 

Feb.  3,  1804,  aged  84 

(6)  Hon.  1  homas  Beach,  son  of  Thomas  Beach  Esq.  of 

West  Ashton  and  Wolley  Co.  Wilts  formerly  His 
Majesty’s  Attorney  General,  a  member  of  the  Hon¬ 
orable  House  of  Assembly,  and  lastly  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Isle  of  Jamaica,  who  died  at  Spanishtown, 
the  29  June  1774,  aged  58  years.  He  married 
Helen,  co-heiress  of  John  Hynes,  of  Westmoreland, 
Jamaica. 

(7)  John  Hynes  de  la  Beache,  son  of  Thomas  and  Helen 

Beach,  died  at  Frankfort  on  the  Maine,  26  April 
1805,  aged  35  years. 

(8)  Janet,  wTife  of  Thomas  Gowland,  daughter  of  Thomas 

and  Helen  Beach,  died  December  30th,  1809,  aged 
50  years. 
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(9)  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  de  la  Beache,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Helen  Beach,  died  at  Bath,  Jamaica,  1st  June,  1801, 
aged  45  years. 

These  I  think  are  all  the  monuments  to  the  Beach  family  in 
that  chapel. 

There  was  a  Robert  Beach  who  took  a  prominent  part  in 
the  government  of  the  Parish  between  the  years  1643  and  1668. 
He  bought  a  single  seat  in  the  church  on  March  27th  1649, 
for  2/6. 

The  name  occurs  frequently  in  the  parish  record.  I  do  not 
know  when  the  family  ceased  to  reside  here.  West  Ashton  was 
at  that  time  a  Tithing  in  the  Parish  of  Steeple  Ashton.  It  is 
now  a  separate  parish. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  give  you  further  information,  but  if 
you  want  copies  of  records  I  shall  have  to  charge  for  them. 
I  thought  the  enclosed  photograph  would  interest  you.  If  you 
want  larger  ones  you  had  better  write  to  Wilkinson,  Photog¬ 
rapher,  Trowbridge,  Wilts. 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  P.  Kimberley. 


In  his  book,  “Beach  in  America,”  Elmer  Taylor  Beach  makes 
some  interesting  conjectures  in  the  chapter  on  “The  Beach  Coat 
of  Arms.” 

“Coats  of  arms  and  their  significance,  so  far  as  America  is 
concerned,  at  least,  have  long  since  passed  into  the  discard  of 
the  ages,  and  it  is  only  as  a  relic  and  a  matter  of  curiosity  that 
one  of  the  ancient  Coats  of  Arms  of  the  Beach  family  has  been 
here  reproduced.  Yet  I  am  minded  to  consider  for  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  that  old  Coat  of  Arms  and  its  heraldric  significance. 

“If  our  blood  lineage  is  fairly  stated  in  the  pages  which  fol¬ 
low,  that  coat  of  arms  is  supposed  to  show  forth  to  the  world 
the  attitude  of  the  House  of  Beach  in  the  13th  and  14th  cen- 
uries,  when  Knighthood  was  in  flower,  toward  the  House  of 
Duke  William  of  Normandy,  known  in  History  as  William  the 
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Conqueror.  It  may  be  some  satisfaction  to  observe  that  this 
old  Coat  of  Arms  conveys  no  hint  of  War,  or  the  Force  of 
Arms  or  Superimposed  Authority.  The  idea  intended  to  be 
conveyed  is  not  that  of  giving  assistance  in  or  recognition  of 
any  such  performance. 

“The  Charge  upon  a  shield  sets  forth  the  central  idea  in¬ 
tended  to  be  conveyed.  In  the  science  of  Heraldry  charges 
were  classified  into  Ordinary  and  Tesser  Ordinary.  The  gold 
Pile  of  our  shield  was  then  classified  among  Tesser  Ordinary, 
and  the  accepted  heraldric  significance  of  the  Pile  on  a  coat  of 
arms  was  that  of  SUPPORT  derived  from  the  well  knowrn  use 
of  wooden  piles  as  a  support  for  houses  and  foundations  built 
on  soft  and  unstable  ground.  A  race  of  sea  faring  men  from 
the  coast  of  Norway,  having  then  resided  many  generations  in 
Northern  France  and  familiar  with  the  rivers  and  coasts  of 
England  surely  had  many  occasions  to  observe  the  use  of 
wooden  piles  in  the  construction  and  support  of  houses.  And 
it  does  not  take  a  wide  stretch  of  imagination  to  conceive  that 
the  House  of  Duke  William  of  Normandy,  in  the  days  that  fol¬ 
lowed  his  imposition  of  the  Norman  Dynasty  upon  the  throne 
of  England,  was  a  house  built  on  no  very  solid  ground  and  in 
need  of  support,  since  the  native  English  peoples  could  hardly 
be  regarded  as  furnishing  any  very  substantial  foundation  for 
such  a  super-structure.  And  this  appears  to  be  the  heraldric 
significance  intended  by  its  use  in  the  Beach  Coat  of  Arms. 

“The  House  of  Beach,  therefore,  appears  to  have  stood 
ready  to  support,  and  did  support  the  reigning  dynasty,  but  it 
appears  to  have  sought  to  signify  that  such  support  was  to  be 
found  rather  in  qualities  of  character  and  readiness  than  in 
mere  force  of  arms.  The  inscription  “Tout  en  Bonne  Heure,” 
which  probably  meant  in  the  old  French  of  that  time,  “All  in 
good  time,”  or  “Everything  in  its  proper  season, ”  seems  to 
carry  further  the  idea  of  quiet  dignity  and  repose,  and  the 
metals  and  colors  used  readily  lend  themselves  to  this  interpre¬ 
tation.  For,  in  the  accepted  heraldric  meanings  of  metals  and 
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colors,  the  AZURE  (blue)  of  the  Canton  and  the  Escutcheon 
meant  LOYALTY.  The  GULES  (red)  of  the  Vair  meant 
COURAGE;  the  ARGENT  (silver)  of  the  Vair  and  the  Crest 
meant  PURITY. 

“If  I  have  correctly  read  the  accepted  significance  of  this 
coat  of  arms,  possibly  its  heraldric  meaning  may  still  stand  for. 
us  as  a  National  Political  motto;  even  with  shield  and  charge 
thrown  into  the  scrap  heap. 

“Some  of  the  old  Rolls  of  Arms  make  record  of  still  another, 
Beach  Coat  of  Arms.  This  was  described  as  follows:  Gules: 
Three  lions  passant.  Gold:  Over  all  a  bend  charged  with  three 
stags’  heads  caboosed.  Crest:  A  bird  rising. 

“As  for  our  American  branch  of  the  family  no  legal  right  to 
use  either  of  these  coats  of  arms  is  known  ever  to  have  existed. 
Indeed  the  evidence  seems  to  indicate  that  our  people  belonged 
rather  to  the  class  of  artisans  and  tradesmen,  at  the  time  of 
coming  to  this  country.” 
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Pilgrim  Thomas  Beach 

By  Alma  Lewis  James. 

The  three  Pilgrim  Beach  brothers,  Richard,  John  and 
Thomas,  were  natives  of  England.  They  came  to  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  with  the  Reverend  Peter  Prudden  on  the  ship, 
Elizabeth  and  Anna,  arriving  in  New  Haven  about  July,  1638. 

It  appears  that  Richard  was  born  about  1611,  and  that  John 
and  Thomas  were  his  younger  brothers,  for  they  do  not  appear 
in  the  records  until  several  years  afterwards.  It  is  certain  that 
Richard  and  John  are  so  related,  which  fact  is  established  by 
the  New  Haven  records,  and  it  is  most  probable  that  Thomas 
was  also  a  brother.  In  1648,  he  was  living  at  Richard’s  house, 
which  stood  on  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Meadow  and  Whiting 
Streets  in  New  Haven,  and  John  lived  next  door.  In  the  New 
Haven  records  are : 

April  6,  1646,  “Thomas  Beach  defective  in  his  rest  (gun) 
fyned  6d.” 

July  7,  1646,  “Thomas  Beach  (and  four  others)  defects  in 
their  guns,  fyned  Is  each.” 

March  7,  1647,  Thomas  Beach  was  made  a  freeman. 

Thomas  married  Sarah  Platt,  September  25,  1652.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Deacon  Richard  Platt,*  who  was  born  in  Hert¬ 
fordshire,  England,  in  1603,  and  who  came  to  New  Haven  in 
the  same  year  as  the  Beach  brothers,  possibly  being  on  the  same 
ship  with  them. 

In  the  New  Haven  Records  are: 

November  2,  1647,  “Thomas  Beach  declareth  that  he  went 
to  Richard  Sperries  farm  upon  some  occasion  betwix  his  brother 
Richard.  Ed  Camp  was  there  and  quarreled  with  him.  He 


Note  on  the  Fan  Chart  on  page  58  that  Elizabeth  Kilbourne,  wife  of 
Obil  Beach,  is  descended  from  Deacon  Platt,  through  another  daughter, 
Mary. 
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started  home  and  Camp  followed  him  and  beat  him  writh  a 
stick.  Camp  fyned.” 

October  3,  1654,  uFrancis  Brown — absent  at  trayning — an¬ 
swered  that  he  was  carrying  away  Thomas  Beach  and  his  house¬ 
hold  goods  to  Milford. ” 

Both  Thomas  Beach  and  his  father-in-law,  Deacon  Platt, 
were  Founders  of  Milford. 

Thomas  was  a  shoemaker,  and,  in  colonial  times,  men  with 
a  trade  were  important  citizens,  often  being  given  inducement 
to  settle  in  a  particular  town.  Milford  offered  Thomas  an  acre 
of  ground  on  the  Main  street  to  build  him  a  house  if  “he  do 
sett  up  and  follow  his  trade.”  That  he  was  a  substantial  citi¬ 
zen,  is  shown  in  that  his  house  was  built  of  cobble  stones  in¬ 
stead  of  logs.  His  marriage  had  already  allied  him  to  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  town. 

Sarah,  their  oldest  child,  was  born  March  1,  1653,  in  New 
Haven.  The  others  were  born  in  Milford;  John,  born  October 
19,  1655;  Mary,  born,  December  27,  1657;  Samuel,  born  June 
5,  1660;  Zophar,  born  May  27,  1662. 

Thomas  died  early  in  1662,  the  inventory  of  his  estate  being 
filed  on  May  31st  of  that  year.  This  was  the  first  estate  in 
this  court. 

The  County  Court  Records  of  New  Haven,  Yol.  1,  page  6, 
show : 

“June  13,  1666.  Inventory  of  ye  estate  of  Thomas  Beach, 
late  of  Milford,  deceased,  exhibited  a  house  and  land  included 
and  prized  at  Thirty  pounds,  reserved  for  ye  benefit  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  ye  sd  Beech  and  securitie  given  for  ye  said  thirty  pounds 
by  Miles  Murwin. 

“Whereas  Miles  Murwin  hath  given  securitie  to  the  Court 
for  Thirty  pounds  to  be  payd  to  the  children  of  Thomas  Beach; 
These  may  Certifie  that  I  Richard  Plat  have  received  two  & 
twenty  pounds  &  ten  shillings  of  the  sd  Miles  Murwin  &  doe 
hereby  ingage  to  the  Court  to  pay  ye  sd  (sum)  to  the  three 
sons  of  the  said  Beech  when  they  shall  come  to  age  of  21  years. 
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Dated  2  Apr.  1674,  Witnessed  by  Samuell  Eells,  Robert  Plum; 
exhibited  at  Court  10,  June  1674.  Page  81.  At  a  Court  May 
ye  last  1662  (In  Milford).  The  inventory  of  Thomas  Beech  his 
goods  &  estate  as  prized  by  us  George  Clark  Jun’r  &  Thomas 
Camfield,  (total)  36:09:00.  No  will;  Deacon  Richard  Platt 
informss  that  *  *  *  Thomas  Beech  did  owe  *  *  *  36  lb.  or 
thereabouts  *  *  *  the  Care  of  Compounding  with  ye  Creditors 
and  ye  paym’t  of  ye  debts  was  left  with  Deacon  Richard  Platt 
&  his  daughter  the  widow  of  the  deceased. 

At  a  Court  11  Nov.  1674.  “Concerneing  this  inventory 
*  *  *  As  Alsoe  of  sd  Richard  Platts  great  parent  all  care  of 
the  mother  and  her  small  children  &  of  his  great  paines  taking 
to  preserve  a  title  of  ye  estate  as  he  could  by  compounding  with 
ye  Creditors  and  maintaineing  his  daughter  &  soe  many  of  her 
children  as  he  did  gratis;  (Yet)  ye  house  being  built  with  round 
stones  &  standing  withou  a  tennant  it  was  like  to  fall,  &  ye 
fence  much  decayed  &  hee  seeing  noe  way  how  he  could  uphold 
it,  he  did  approve  &  advise  with  his  daughters  concurrence,  yt 
the  sd  house  &  land  should  be  sold  and  he  out  of  his  great  love 
and  respect  to  ye  widow  &  her  children,  would  have  the  product, 
as  much  as  he  could  of  it  keep  for  ye  use  &  behoofe  of  the 
mother  &  children,  which  not  long  after,  the  house  and  home 
lott  with  ye  outland  was  sold,  the  house  &  homelott  by  Miles 
Merwin  by  ye  order  &  Consent  of  Richard  Platt  and  his  sd 
Daughter  Sarah  Beech,  who  was  then  become  ye  wife  of  ye  sd 
Miles  Merwin  w’ch  sd  house  &  homelott  was  sold  for  thirty 
pounds  to  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  4  children  of  the  sd 
Sarah  Beech;  And  twenty  two  pounds  &  ten  shillings  is  now  se¬ 
cured  in  the  hands  of  Deacon  Richard  Platt  *  *  *  and  con¬ 
cerneing  ye  seaven  pounds  &  ten  shillings  remaineing  of  the  sale 
of  ye  house  it  is  in  Miles  Merwins  hand.”  The  Court  ap¬ 
proved  the  sale  and  appointed  Deacon  Richard  Platt  adminis¬ 
trator  ye  thirty  pounds  (it  being  the  fruit  of  the  bounty  &  love 
of  the  grandfather)  to  be  equally  distributed  to  the  foure  chil¬ 
dren  when  they  shall  come  to  lawfull  age.” 
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Sarah  (Platt)  Beach,  the  widow,  was  received  into  full  com¬ 
munion,  May  3,  1663.  She  took  as  her  second  husband,  Miles 
Merwin,  and  had  four  daughters  by  him.  She  was  the  second 
of  his  three  wives.  There  must  have  been  strong  affection  in 
this  family,  for,  when  Miles  Merwin  died  in  1695,  his  will 
made  the  two  families  as  one. 
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John  Beach 

By  Alma  Lewis  James. 

When  Thomas  Beach  died  in  1662,  his  little  son,  John 
Beach,  was  seven  years  old.  The  estate  was  small,  and  Grand¬ 
father  Platt  must  have  given  them  assistance.  To  help  them 
further,  John  Moss,  an  uncle  of  the  three  Pilgrim  Beach  broth¬ 
ers,  took  John  home  with  him  to  Wallingford,  Connecticut. 

There  was  considerable  confusion  among  the  John  Beaches 
of  Wallingford  at  this  time,  as  there  were  three  of  them:  Pil¬ 
grim  John  and  his  son,  John;  and  John,  the  son  of  Pilgrim 
Thomas. 

More  trouble  was  created  because  the  record  of  our  ancestor 
John’s  marriage,  in  December,  1678,  did  not  mention  the  name 
of  his  wife,  but,  as  before  stated,  this  has  been  definitely  proved 
to  be  Mary  Royce,  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  Royce  and  his 
wife,  Mary  Spinning. 

Reference  to  the  Fan  Chart  of  Obil  Beach  on  page  57  shows 
very  interesting  connections  with  the  Royce  family.  Obil 
Beach’s  father,  his  grandfather,  and  his  great-grandfather,  all 
married  Royce  girls.  Jonathan  and  Samuel  Royce,  sons  of 
immigrant  Robert,  each  had  a  daughter,  named  Mary.  Mary 
Royce,  daughter  of  Jonathan,  married  John  Beach.  She  was 
thirty-five  years  older  than  her  cousin,  Mary  Royce,  daughter  of 
Samuel,  who  married  John’s  son,  Deacon  John  Beach.  There¬ 
fore,  D  eacon  John  and  his  wife  were  second  cousins. 

After  his  marriage,  John,  son  of  Thomas,  removed  to  Wal¬ 
lingford,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  the  Founder  of  the  church. 
He  was  chosen  Fence  Viewer  in  1686.  He  was  granted  land 
in  1682,  1689,  and  1704,  and  was  appointed  to  the  “Committee 
on  Highways”  in  1697.  He  died  in  1709. 

In  the  Probate  Proceedings  of  New  Haven  District,  page 
150,  Column  3  : 

“Inventory  of  the  estate  of  John  Beach  late  of  Wallingford, 
deceased  apprized  April  26;  1709,  by  Elezr  Peck  &  John  Hall, 
totaled  198:0:8.  Debts  from  estate  15:11:6;  debts  to  estate 

47 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  POSTERITY  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


1  :3  :0.  Estate  includes  a  house  &  barne  and  about  20  acres  of 
land  adjoining  it.  The  names  of  the  Legatees  Thomas,  John 
Samuel,  Lettes,  Hannah.  Thomas  Beach  Administrator  sworn 
in  Court  according  to  law.5' 

County  Court  Records  of  New  Haven,  Volume  2,  page  401  : 

“John  Beach  of  Wallingford,  deed;  Adm’n  granted  to  son 
Thomas  Beach.  John  Beach  chooses  his  mother  widdow  of  de¬ 
ceased  for  his  guardian.  The  Court  appoint  her  guardian  to 
Samuell  Beach  under  age.  Air.  Eleazer  Peck,  Serj’t.  John  Hall 
&  Daniell  Hall  to  make  divition,  *  *  *  To  the  widow  her  thirds 
60  lb.  14s.  one  third  of  the  real  during  her  life  and  one  third 
of  the  personall  forever,  59  lb.  11s.  lOd.  to  Thomas  Beach  eld¬ 
est  sonn  and  29  lb  15  s  lid  to  each  other  the  four  children  of 
the  deceased  respect  being  had  to  what  any  of  ye  have  already 
received  *  *  *  Alemorandum.  William  Ward  12  lb.  7s.  6d 
Eliphalet  Parker  17  lb.  3s.  2d.  Thomas  Beach  27  lb.  6s.  8d. 
all  in  cash. 

Page  422,  Feb.  1709/10.  First  Alonday.  Thomas  Beach 
presented  an  accompt  of  his  adm’n  as  appears  by  acquittances 
under  ye  hands  of  the  widdow  and  children  *  *  *  The  said  ac¬ 
quittances  *  *  *  are  on  file.” 

Children,  born  at  Wallingford: 

Lettice  Beach,  born  December  24,  1679. 

Alary  Beach,  born  January  11,  1681. 

Hannah  Beach,  born  Alarch  17,  1684. 

Thomas  Beach,  born  February  14,  1686. 

John  Beach,  born  October  15,  1690. 

Samuel  Beach,  born  December  29,  1696. 

THE  FIRST  DEED 

Deed  From  the  Government  to  John  Beach 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  holden  at  New 
Haven,  October  13,  1737,  entitled  an  act  for  the  ordering  and 
directing  the  sale  and  settlement  of  all  the  townships  in  the 
Western  lands,  among  other  things,  it  is  enacted  that  the  town 
in  said  lands  joining  to  Litchfield  north  line,  and  easterly  on 
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Torrington,  shall  be  rendered  and  sold  at  the  Court  House  in 
New  Haven  to  the  highest  bidders  being  inhabitants  of  this 
colony,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  December  next,  at  one  of  the 
clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  continue  by  adjournments  till  the 
whole  be  sold  by  Samuel  Eells,  Esq.  Joseph  Whiting  Esq.  and 
Captain  Isaac  Dickerman,  they  or  any  two  of  them  to  be  a 
Committee  in  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Company  to  sell 
the  rights,  take  bonds,  and  give  deeds  with  diffeasances  &c. 
Therefore  to  all  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come 
greeting.  Know  ye  that  we  Joseph  Whiting  and  Isaac  Dicker- 
man  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  us  granted  in  said 
act  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
four  pounds  to  us  in  hand  paid  before  the  ensealing  hereof  by 
John  Beach  of  Wallingford  in  the  County  of  New  Haven  in  the 
colony  of  Connecticut  the  receipt  whereof  we  do  hereby  ac¬ 
knowledge  and  thereupon  in  the  name  of  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Colony  aforesaid  do  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell, 
enfeoff,  convey,  and  confirm  unto  the  said  John  Beach  his  heirs 
and  assigns  forever  one  right  part,  share  or  alotment  in  the 
township  aforesaid  the  same  being  divided  into  fifty  three  equal 
shares  or  alotments  exclusive  of  the  lands  granted  to  the  Col¬ 
lege  and  all  former  grants  of  the  General  Assembly  that  are 
surveyed  and  recorded  in  the  public  records  of  this  Colony  and 
are  lying  in  said  town  with  the  privileges  and  appurtenances 
thereof,  thereon  or  thereunto  belonging  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
said  granted  and  bargained  premises  with  all  and  singular  the 
appurtenances  thereof  unto  the  said  John  Beach  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever  to  his  and  their  own  sole  and  proper  use  benefit 
and  behoof  and  we  the  said  Joseph  Whiting  and  Isaac  Dicker- 
man  do  covenant  to  and  with  the  said  John  Beach  his  heirs  and 
assigns  in  manner  and  form  following  that  is  to  say  that  at  and 
until  the  ensealing  of  these  present  we  by  virtue  of  the  power 

and  authority  to  us  granted  have  good  right  to  sell  and  dispose 
of  the  said  granted  premises  in  manner  aforesaid  and  that  the 
same  is  and  shall  be  a  good  and  endefeasible  estate  of  inherit- 
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ance  in  fee  simple  and  is  free  from  all  incumbrances  whatso¬ 
ever.  Always  provided  and  these  presence  are  upon  this  condi¬ 
tion  that  if  the  said  John  Beach  shall  by  himself  or  his  agent 
within  the  space  of  two  full  years  next  after  the  date  hereof 
enter  upon  the  said  granted  premises,  build  and  finish  a 
house  thereon  not  less  than  eighteen  feet  square  and  seven  feet 
stud  subdue,  fence  and  clear  six  acres  of  land,  and  continue 
thereon  for  three  successive  years  commencing  after  the  two 
years  aforesaid,  (unless  prevented  by  death  or  some  unavoid¬ 
able  providence)  and  do  and  perform  all  orders  and  duties  pay 
all  taxes  that  shall  be  granted  then  the  aforesaid  deed  shall  re¬ 
main  in  full  force  and  virtue.  But  in  default  or  neglect  in  either 
or  all  of  the  said  articles  the  same  void  and  of  no  effect.  In 
Witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this 
twenty  third  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1737. 

Signed  sealed  and  delivered 
in  the  presence  of 

Lariel  Kimberly, 

John  Whiting 

Joseph  Whiting, 

Seal. 

Isaac  Dickerman, 

Seal. 

Connecticut,  ss — New  Haven  January  23rd  1737,  then  person¬ 
ally  appeared  Messrs.  Joseph  Whiting  and  Isaac  Dickerman 
the  ensealors  of  the  above  instrument  and  acknowledged  the 
same  to  be  their  free  and  voluntary  act  and  deed  before  me. 

John  Prout,  Justice  Peace. 
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Deacon  John  Beach 

By  Deacon  Lewis  Norton. 

DEACON  JOHN  BEACH,  4th  child  of  John  Beach;  born 
at  Wallingford,  October  15,  1690. 

Married  to  Sarah  Tyler,  Aug.  18,  1715,  she  supposed  of 
Wallingford. 

Children : 

Barnabas — born  1716  to  Sarah  Thompson. 

Sarah  Tyler  died  (but  no  record).  He  married  Mary 
Roys ,  Feb.  27,  1717.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  & 
Sarah  Roys  of  Wallingford  and  born  there  Feb.  17, 
1695,  he  being  then  27  and  she  22  years  of  age. 

Adna,  born  Jany  11,  1718,  to  Hannah  Miles. 

Edmund,  Feb.  18,  1720,  to  -  Deming,  Goshen 

Linus,  Dec.  5,  1721,  to  Dinah  Rice  or  Roys 

Amos,  Jany  28,  1724,  to  Sarah  Rice 

Mary,  April  28,  1726,  died  young  as  supposed. 

Jacob,  Dec.  5,  1728,  to  Bethuah  Watson, 

John,  April  21,  1731,  to  Lois  Ives. 

Roys,  Oct.  17,  1733,  to  Phebe  Soper. 

Baldwin,  July  26,  1736.  He  was  an  idiot,  lived  in  his 
father’s  family  till  he  died  in  the  summer  of  1776. 
Mary,  Oct.  27,  1739.  She  was  never  married.  Died  at 
the  house  of  her  father  in  Goshen,  aged  about  46  years. 
All  the  children  of  this  John  Beach  were  born  at  Walling¬ 
ford  except  the  last. 

In  the  purchase  of  the  township  of  Goshen  (New  Haven 
1737  &  8)  This  John  Beach  was  a  proprietor  in  one  right,  (or 
53r d  part)  besides  which  he  purchased  of  Oliver  Dudley  one 
right,  March  11,  1738. 

His  two  first  Division  lots  were  laid  together,  103^4  acres, 
in  the  East  side  of  Goshen,  East  street,  North  or  Northeast  of 
the  East  Street  grave  yard.  The  South  line  is  the  present  North 
line  of  the  lands  lately  belonging  to  Adam  Bently:  (The  Stanley 
place) . 
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The  North  line  was  some  80  rods  South  of  the  house  lately 
owned  by  Robert  Talmir.  His  choice  was  the  35th  in  the  First 
Division  and  of  course  he  could  have  no  lands  surveyed  until 
late  in  the  autumn  of  1738.  The  fact  is  indeed  stated  on  his 
tomb-stone  that  he  removed  to  Goshen  in  1738,  and  this  is  pos¬ 
sible.  But  to  me  it  seems  much  more  probable  that  he  removed 
his  family  in  the  spring  of  1739,  although  he  himself  was 
doubtedly  here  in  the  preceding  October  or  November. 

(Note— by  referring  to  the  Proprietors  Records,  I  find  that 
his  home  lot  of  103^  acres — was  laid  out  Dec.  7,  1738,  which 
makes  it  certain  that  he  could  have  had  here  no  home  for  his 
family  until  the  next  spring) . 

The  place  of  his  location  is  on  the  East  side  of  East  street, 
on  the  Northerly  part  of  the  West  line  of  his  10 3*4  acres.  The 
old  cellar  place  is  now  plainly  visible,  nearly  opposite  to  the  barn 
of  the  house  long  afterward  built  by  Fisk  Beach.  It  was  a 
large  log-house — about  4  rods  North  from  the  present  road 
that  runs  East  to  Whist-pond.  There  were  then  no  roads  in 
Goshen.  John  Beach  in  the  spring  of  1739,  with  his  ox-team 
and  family  must  have  come  on  the  usual  route  from  Farming- 
ton,  through  the  lands  of  Hartford  Windsor  (now  Harwinton) 
to  Litchfield  (settled  1720) — and  from  Litchfield  by  the  West 
road  to  the  South  line  of  Goshen;  near  to  which  and  in  Goshen 
were  2  or  3  houses  with  white  families.  There  were  then  no 
Indians  living  here,  although  soon  afterwards  and  almost  one 
mile  further  South,  Mr.  Samuel  Norton  had  his  log-house  pal- 
lisadoed  for  fear  of  them.  In  the  old  account  book  of  Mr.  Na¬ 
thaniel  Stanley  who  came  from  Farmington  to  Goshen,  1742,  I 
can  find  not  any  thing  to  indicate  that  Dea.  John  Beach  ever 
built  any  other  house  for  himself  than  his  first  log  house.  He 
deeded  this  place  to  his  son  Amos  Beach,  Oct.  21,  1746.  He 
(Amos)  continued  to  live  there  until  August  5,  1771,  when  he 
sold  it  to  Silas  Beach.  My  impression  concerning  these  indi¬ 
viduals  is,  that  they  would  not  be  likely  to  build  a  framed  house 
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there.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Dea.  John  Beach  resided 
there  until  his  death,  May  9,  1773. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  family  of  Dea.  Beach  in 
1739,  when  they  first  began  to  occupy  the  large  log-house  in 
Goshen : 


Himself,  about  49  years  of  age 
His  wife,  44 

Barnabas,  23 

Adna,  21 

Edmund,  19 

Linus,  1 8 

Amos,  1 5 

Mary  probably  not  living. 

Jacob,  11 

John,  8 

Roys,  6 

Baldwin,  3 

Mary  born,  Oct.  27,  1739. 


At  the  first  Town  meeting  held  in  Goshen,  Dec.  6,  1739,  John 
Beach  was  chosen  to  be  Moderator,  and  was  also  at  the  same 
meeting  chosen  First  Select  man  for  the  year  then  ensuing.  He 
was  sent  first  to  the  Assembly  in  1757,  and  subsequently  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  till  April  1765.  Seven  times  in  all. 

The  following  is  the  inscription  on  his  tomb  stone  made  of 
good  red  sand  stone  in  the  East  Street  grave  yard: 

“In  memory  of  John  Beach  Esquire,  who  departed  this  life 
May  9,  1773,  in  his  83d  year.  He  was  born  at  Wallingford, 
1690,  removed  to  this  place,  1738.  Was  chosen  first  Deacon 
of  the  church  1741,  and  was  one  of  the  Civil  Authority,  which 
offices  he  sustained  until  the  fatal  hour.  Useful  in  life,  lamented 
in  death.” 


Also  on  the  tombstone  of  his  wife : 

“Mary  late  wife  of  John  Beach  Esq.  died  October  27,  1767, 
in  her  73d  year.” 

Dea.  John  Beach  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  man  of  serious 
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piety,  of  a  steady  and  consistent  character.  He  is  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  eminently  one  of  the  fathers  in  Goshen. 

He  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  all  his  sons  settled  in  his 
own  vicinity;  but  Amos  was  that  son  who  took  the  paternal 
home,  and  upon  whom  he  leaned  in  the  decline  of  life. 

There  has  been  an  undoubted  tradition  in  the  family  that  the 
ordination  of  Mr.  Stephen  Heaton  (the  first  minister)  took 
place  in  his  house,  Nov.  1740,  at  which  time  and  place,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Church  was  organized. 

Deacon  John  was  made  Lieutenant  of  the  trained  band,  and, 
at  the  General  Assembly  held  in  May,  1743,  he  was  made  Cap¬ 
tain  of  that  organization.  He  was  made  the  first  Deacon  of 
the  Church  early  in  1741,  and  held  that  office  until  his  death, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Edmund. 

Elmer  Taylor  Beach,  author  of  “Beach  in  America,”  pub¬ 
lished,  1923,  says: 

“He  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of  great  personal  power  and 
of  considerable  business  ability.  He  had  a  large  family  of 
twelve  and  gave  each  of  them  a  farm  wThen  they  married.  Litch¬ 
field  County,  Connecticut,  has  descendants  to  this  day.  A  large 
monument  was  erected  in  Goshen  to  his  memory,  and  descend¬ 
ants  are  scattered  all  over  the  Union.” 
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Amos  Beach 

AMOS  BEACH,  fifth  child  of  Deacon  John,  was  born  at 
Wallingford,  Connecticut,  January  8,  1724.  He  was  married 
to  Sarah  Royce,  or  “Rice”  as  it  is  sometimes  spelled,  of  Walling¬ 
ford,  on  December  24,  1746. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Abigail  (Clark)  Royce, 
who  was  born,  June  5,  1723,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son, 
Berwen,  at  Goshen,  Connecticut.  It  is  said  she  was  in  her  97th 
year. 

It  was  Amos  who  cared  for  his  father  in  his  old  age,  and  to 
whom  the  home  place  was  deeded.  He  sold  the  place  to  Silas 
Beach  in  1771,  but  his  father  continued  to  live  there  until  his 
death. 

This  family  was  of  the  strongest  patriotism.  During  the 
Revolutionary  War,  Amos  and  seven  of  his  sons,  as  it  has  been 
proved,  served  in  the  Army,  and  the  eighth  son,  Isaac,  undoubt¬ 
edly  also  served.  In  the  case  of  Obil,  our  ancestor,  who  was 
under  the  age  of  18,  it  was  necessary  for  Amos  to  give  his 
consent. 

In  a  letter  of  Obil  Oren  Beach  to  Doctor  William  Morrow 
Beach,  he  says: 

“He  had  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  (4  daus.).  They  all  of 
them  enlisted  in  one  day,  my  father  was  the  youngest.  When 
their  time  was  out,  there  were  three  of  them  that  they  never 
knew  what  went  with  them.  There  were  one  by  the  name  of  Am¬ 
brose  that  froze  his  feet  crossing  Lake  Champlain  on  the  ice  and 
was  left  in  a  hospital  at  Crown  Point,  and  died  and  was  buried 
there.  Whilst  they  were  in  the  army  their  father  died.  I  think 
their  mother  died  before  they  went  into  the  Army  so  that  the 
family  was  broken  up.” 

The  Deacon  Norton  Manuscript  gives  the  following: 

Their  children,  all  recorded: 

Cloa,  born  Sept.  24,  1747,  to  Lazarus  Ives,  Goshen. 

Chauncey,  Oct.  31,  1748,  to  Catherine  Alvord,  do. 

55 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  POSTERITY  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


Ambrose,  Jany  14,  1750.  He  died  of  sickness  at  Crown 

Point  near  Ticonderoga,  July  8,  1776,  while  in  the  service 
of  his  country;  in  the  Company  of  Capt.  Titus  Walson — 
Camp  distemper. 

Amos,  Aug.  27,  1751,  to  Olive  Carrington  Farmington. 

Berwin,  March  21,  1753.  He  lived  in  the  small  house  near 
Beach’s  Grist-mill  in  the  North  part  of  Goshen  and  tended 
the  mill.  Here  it  was  that  his  mother  died  about  1820, 
aged  90. 

Abraham,  Jany  25,  1755.  He  died  of  Camp  distemper  at 
Milford  Ct.  on  his  return  home  from  N.  York  June  5, 
1777.  He  had  been  taken  prisoner  and  confined  on  board 
the  prison  ships;  and  finally  exchanged.  No  stones  mark 
the  places  where  these  young  men  were  interred. 

Esther,  Jany  7,  1757. 

Obil,  Dec.  25,  1758,  he  went  to  Genosee  about  1791. 

Sarah,  Oct.  21,  1760,  to  February  1,  1781. 

Isaac,  June  23,  1762,  he  went  to  Genosee. 

Roswell,  July  14,  1764. 

Sineh  (daughter)  March  3,  1766. 

The  house  of  this  Amos  Beach  was  the  same  as  that  of  his 
father  until  August  5,  1771,  when  he  sold  out  to  Silas  Beach. 
He  tended  mill  in  Canada  (West  Goshen)  many  years  till 
1777.  He  is  said  to  have  died  there,  and  buried  in  old  Middle 
Street  grave  yard.  No  tomb-stone. 
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FAN  CHART  OF  OBIL  BEACH 
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FAN  CHART  OF  ELIZABETH  KILBOURNE 
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Dictionary  of  the  Collateral  Colonial 
Ancestry  of  Obil  Beach  and 
Elizabeth  Kilbourne 

By  Alma  Lewis  James. 

Bacon 

4.  IRENE  BACON  was  the  first  wife  of  Roswell  Kilbourne. 

3.  JOHN  BACON  was  born,  November  30,  1708.  He 
married  Irene  Stone. 

2.  ANDREW  BACON  was  born,  June  4,  1666.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Mehitable  Wetmore ,  February  12,  1691,  and  resided  at 
Middletown,  Connecticut.  He  died,  June  1,  1720. 

1.  NATHANIEL  BACON,  son  of  William  Bacon,  was 
born,  1630,  in  Stretton,  Rottedge,  Scotland.  He  came  from 
England  in  1648,  and  was  a  founder  of  Middleton,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  1653.  In  1652  he  married  Anne  Miller.  His  second  wife 
was  Eliza  Pierpont. 

Baldwin 

4.  SARAH  BALDWIN  was  born,  March  29,  1668,  and 
died  January  11,  1729.  She  was  the  second  wife  of  Samuel 
Royce. 

3.  JOSIAH  BALDWIN  resided  at  Milford  and  Guilford, 
Connecticut.  He  married  Mary  Bruen. 

2.  SERGEANT  JOHN  BALDWIN  was  born  in  1635, 
and  came  from  England  in  the  Martin  to  Milford,  Connecticut. 
1636.  He  removed  to  Guilford,  1640,  and  to  Norwich,  1660. 
He  was  Sergeant  of  the  Connecticut  Militia,  1658.  He  died  in 
1681.  His  second  wife  was  a  daughter  of  John  Bruen. 

1.  SYLVESTER  BALDWIN  died  on  the  Martin  coming 
to  Boston  from  England.  He  left  a  good  estate. 

Bassett 

3.  HANNAH  BASSETT  was  born,  September  13,  1650, 
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and  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  five  children.  November  8, 
1670,  she  married  John  Parker.  She  died  in  1711. 

2.  WILLIAM  BASSETT  w^as  born  in  England.  He  came 
from  London,  England,  1634  or  1635,  in  the  Truelove  and 
landed  at  Boston,  Massachusetts.  He  went  to  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  where  he  took  the  Oath  of  Fidelity,  November  7, 
1648.  He  resided  in  what  is  now  North  Haven,  Connecticut. 
November  7,  1648,  he  married  Hannah  Dickerman,  widow  of 
William  Ives.  He  served  in  the  Pequot  War;  was  Deputy 
from  Duxbury  in  1638;  a  member  of  Captain  Myles  Standish’s 
Militia  in  1643,  and  Constable  in  1652.  He  was  the  owner  or 
a  fine,  large  library.  He  died  in  New  Haven,  August  29,  1684. 

1.  JOHN  BASSETT  came  from  England,  on  the  Ship 
Falcon  in  1634,  at  the  age  of  19,  to  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
He  repaired  old  churches  and  mounted  cannon.  He  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Colonial  Record  as  “old  man  Bassett.”  He  took 

the  Oath  at  New  Haven  in  1644,  married  Margery  - ,  and 

lived  at  Stanford,  Connecticut. 


Bissell  (Byssell) 

“It  is  somewhat  probable  that  this  family  is  of  Huguenot 
origin,  many  of  whom  fled  to  England  to  escape  the  persecutions 
which  followed  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  in  1572.” 

4.  SARAH  BISSELL  was  born,  February  3,  1713,  at 
Windsor,  Connecticut.  She  was  the  first  wife  of  Janies  Kil- 
bourne,  whom  she  married  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut. 

3.  ISAAC  BISSELL  was  born  in  1706,  in  Windsor.  He 
inherited  his  grandfather's  genius  in  real  estate,  for  in  1723, 
he  owned  700  acres  of  Litchfield — one-sixteenth  of  the  town 
site — valued  at  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  His  wife  was 
Elizabeth  Osborn. 

2.  THOMAS  BISSELL  was  born  in  England  and  lived  in 
Windsor,  Connecticut,  where  he  married  Abigail  Moore  in  1655. 

L  JOHN  BISSELL  was  born  in  England  in  1591,  and  in 
1628  he  and  his  family  came  to  Plymouth  with  the  Reverend 
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Ephraim  Hewitt.  His  son,  Nathaniel,  was  the  only  one  of  his 
children  who  was  born  in  America.  His  wife,  Mary  Drake , 
was  of  distinguished  parentage. 

The  Bissells  settled  at  Windsor,  Connecticut,  before  1640, 
and  they  were  the  first  to  live  on  the  east  side  of  the  Scanti 
River,  near  its  mouth,  where  they  were  land  holders.  Thirteen 
years  later,  during  King  Philip’s  War,  they  had  neighbors,  and 
their  house  was  fortified  in  garrison,  as  was  Thomas  Burnham’s 
at  Podunk,  three  or  four  miles  below.  Under  a  Charter  from 
King  Charles,  the  Bissell  Ferry  was  established  across  the  Con¬ 
necticut  River,  which  is  still  operated  by  his  descendants.  He 
was  Deputy,  1648;  soldier  in  King  Philip’s  War;  Captain  of 
Windsor  Troop,  1676;  Quartermaster  of  a  troop  of  horse, 
1677.  He  died  1677. 

Bronson 

2.  SARAH  BRONSON,  of  Farmington,  Connecticut,  was 
the  second  wife  of  John  Kilbourne.  She  died,  December  4,  1711. 

1.  JOHN  BRONSON  was  born  in  1600,  and  came  from 
England  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  1636.  He  was  an  Original 
proprietor  of  Farmington,  Connecticut,  1641,  and  Deputy  from 
there,  1651.  Later  he  settled  at  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  and 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Pequot  War.  He  married  Frances 
- ,  and  died  in  1680. 


Bruen 

2.  MARY  BRUEN  married  Josiah  Baldwin. 

1.  OBEDIAH  BRUEN  was  the  son  of  John  Bruen  of 
Bruen,  Stapleford  Co.,  Cheshire,  England,  who  was  born,  1560, 
and  died,  1625.  Obediah  came  from  England  and  settled  at 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in  1640.  He  was  Recorder  and  Se¬ 
lectman.  He  removed  to  Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  and  thence 
to  New  London,  Connecticut.  He  was  a  founder  of  Newark, 
New  Jersey,  in  1666,  and  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  to 
purchase  the  land  from  the  Indians.  He  was  named  a  grantee 
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of  the  Royal  Charter  of  King  Charles  in  1662.  In  1632,  he 
married  Sarah  - . 

Obediah  Bruen  is  descended  from  the  Ancient  Kings  of 
France  and  Czars  of  Russia. 

Butler 

3.  DOROTHY  BUTLER  married  Joseph  Kilbourne,  1696. 
2.  DEACON  SAMUEL  BUTLER’S  wife  was  Elizabeth 


1.  DEACON  RICHARD  BUTLER  came  from  England 
to  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  1632.  He  was  made  Freeman 
in  1634.  He  was  a  founder  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  1636; 
and  a  Deputy  from  1636-60.  He  died  in  1684.  His  wife  was 
Elizabeth - . 


Churchill 

2.  HANNAH  CHURCHILL  was  born,  November  1, 
1644,  and  was  the  wife  of  Samuel  Royce. 

1.  JOSIAH  CHURCHILL  was  born,  1615,  in  England. 
He  came  to  America  in  1636,  and  settled  at  Wethersfield,  Con¬ 
necticut,  1641.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Pequot  War,  Constable 
and  Town  Surveyor.  He  married  Elizabeth  Foote  in  1638, 
dying  in  1686. 


Clark 

3.  ABIGAIL  CLARK  was  born,  June  6,  1705,  and  she 
married  Josiah  Royce,  May  1,  1722. 

2.  LBLNEZER  CLARK,  of  Wallingford,  Connecticut, 
was  born  November  29,  1651.  He  married  Elizabeth  Parker, 
December  22,  1696,  and  died  April  30,  1721. 

1.  JAMES  CLARK  lived  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

Deming 

LLIZABI  1  H  DEMING  was  the  sister  of  John  Deming, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wethersfield,  Connecticut.  Her  first 
husband  was  Josiah  Churchill,  her  second  being  Thomas  lEells. 
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Dickerman 

2.  HANNAH  DICKERMAN,  wife  of  William  Bassett, 
was  baptized  November  12,  1665. 

1.  LIEUTENANT  ABRAHAM  DICKERMAN  was  the 
son  of  Thomas  Dickerman,  and  was  born  in  England  in  1634.' 
December  2,  1658,  he  married  Mary  Cook,  daughter  of  John 
Cook.  They  went  to  New  Haven  about  1662,  where  he  was 
Lieutenant  of  the  New  Haven  Train  Band  in  1683  et  seq.,  and 
Deputy  to  the  General  Court  from  1682-1694.  He  died  in  1711. 

Eggleston 

2.  ABIGAIL  EGGLESTON  married  John  Osborn . 

1.  BEGAT  EGGLESTON  was  born,  1573,  and  came  to 
America  in  the  Mary  and  John.  He  was  admitted  to  Dorches¬ 
ter,  October  19,  1630,  where  he  was  made  Freeman,  May  18, 
1631.  He  removed  with  the  first  settlers  to  Windsor. 

The  Windsor  records  for  May  16,  1668,  contain  the  notice 
that  “Begat  Eggleston  undertakes  the  cleansing  of  the  meeting 
house  for  this  year  coming  for  fifty  shillings  and  the  beating  of 
the  drum  for  twenty-eight  shillings.”  (They  had  no  church  bell 
at  that  time  and  used  a  drum  to  call  the  members  to  meeting) . 

Savage  says:  “The  name  of  his  wife  is  unknown,  but  the  court 
records  of  Connecticut  mentioned  that  he  was  fined  twenty 
shillings  for  bequeathing  her  to  a  young  man  in  1645,  which 
(not  the  fine)  must  be  regarded  as  a  joke.” 

He  died  at  Windsor,  September,  1674,  a  little  over  one  hun¬ 
dred  years  old. 


Foote 

2.  ELIZABETH  FOOTE  married  Josiah  Churchill. 

1.  NATHANIEL  FOOTE  was  born  in  1593  in  England. 
He  came  to  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  1630;  was  Freeman, 
1634;  settled  at  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  1636;  was  Deputy 
from  1641-1644.  He  married  Elizabeth  Deming,  sister  of  John 
Deming,  in  England,  in  1615.  He  died  in  1644. 
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Groves 

2.  ELIZABETH  GROVES  married  Nathaniel  Porter . 

1.  ELDER  PHILIP  GROVES  was  an  early  settler.  He 
was  Deputy  to  General  Court  in  1642  and  after.  He  removed 
to  Stratford  before  1650,  where  he  was  Ruling  Elder.  His 

wife  was  Anna  - .  He  was  Governor’s  Assistant  in  1654- 

55-56,  and  died,  1676. 

Hubbard 

2.  ABIGAIL  HUBBARD  married  Humphrey  Spinning. 

1.  GEORGE  HUBBARD,  immigrant,  was,  in  1636,  Rep¬ 
resentative  from  Watertown.  He  was  in  the  first  General  As¬ 
sembly  of  1638,  and  served  seven  times  after.  In  1643,  he 
moved  to  Milford,  and  from  thence  to  Guilford  in  1650,  where 
he  was  of  importance.  He  died,  January,  1683.  He  married 
Mary  - ,  who  died,  September  14,  1676. 

Kilbourne 

6.  ELIZABETH  KILBOURNE,  wife  of  Obil  Beach,  was 
born,  1765,  and  died,  1829,  at  Litchfield,  Connecticut. 

5.  ROSWELL  KILBOURNE  was  born  in  Litchfield,  June 
29,  1734.  He  married  Irene  Bacon,  and  had  three  children. 
Irene,  his  wife,  died  in  February,  1768;  and  in  the  succeeding 
January  he  was  married  to  Patience  Jenkins.  He  was  a  weaver 
by  trade.  In  appearance  he  was  five  feet,  seven  inches  tall,  with 
light  hair,  complexion  and  eyes.  He  was  elected  Collector  of 
Town  Rates  in  1757;  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  Army; 
enlisted  January  15,  1781,  from  Litchfield  for  the  duration  ot 
the  war,  being  attached  to  Staunton’s  Company,  Colonel  Shel¬ 
don  s  regiment  of  horses;  and  died,  while  in  the  service,  of  the 
“camp  distemper,”  February  8,  1777. 

4.  JAMES  KILBOURNE,  born  in  Wethersfield,  April  13, 
1  707 ;  removed  to  Litchfield  with  his  father  at  the  age  of  four¬ 
teen.  He  was  married  to  Sarah  Bissell,  September  12,  1733. 
He  was  Grand  Juror  in  1742  and  1761,  and  was  a  Selectman 
in  1746,  1751,  and  1  757.  For  many  years  he  kept  a  public 
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house  of  great  reputation.  He  died,  June  9,  1762,  aged  54 
years,  and  was  buried  in  the  West  Burying  Ground. 

3.  JOSEPH  KILBOURNE  was  born  in  Wethersfield  about 
the  year  1672,  and  was  first  married  to  Dorothy  Butler,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Deacon  Samuel  Butler,  June  4,  1696.  She  died  on  Au¬ 
gust  19,  1709.  He  was  married  a  second  time,  to  Hester  Gibbs , 
daughter  of  Jacob  Gibbs,  of  Windsor,  on  June  29,  1710. 

He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Litchfield,  having  been 
admitted  as  an  inhabitant  of  that  town  on  the  12th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1721.  On  December  17,  1722,  he  was  chosen  as  a  Select¬ 
man.  He  was  also  a  Lister,  Moderator  of  Town  Meetings, 
and  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures.  In  June,  1728,  and  in 
September,  1742,  he  was  Moderator  of  Proprietors  Meetings. 
He  originally  owned  the  lot  where  stood  the  birthplace  of  Har¬ 
riet  Beecher  Stowe. 

His  will  was  proved  before  the  Court  in  1744,  which  makes 
it  probable  that  he  died  in  that  year. 

2.  JOHN  KILBOURNE,  youngest  son  of  Thomas  and 
Erances  Kilbourne,  was  baptized  at  Wood  Ditton,  England, 
September  28,  1624.  In  1635  he  came  with  his  parents  and 
sisters  to  Wethersfield,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut 
River,  six  miles  below  the  present  city  of  Hartford,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  and  where  he  was  long  a  useful 
and  prominent  citizen. 

In  1647,  at  the  age  of  23  years,  he  was  appointed  Collector 
of  the  Tax  Rates.  In  1654,  he  was  appointed  on  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  run  the  boundary  line  between  Wethersfield  and 
Middletown.  Three  years  later,  he  was  a  member  of  a  new 
committee  for  the  same  work.  May,  1657,  he  was  made  Ser¬ 
geant  at  Wethersfield.  In  1660,  he  was  a  Representative  to 
General  Court  from  Wethersfield.  He  was  a  member  at  seven 
stated  and  special  sessions,  during  a  most  interesting  period 
of  our  colonial  history.  In  1662,  he  was  appointed  a  member 
of  the  Colonial  Grand  Jury,  an  office  which  he  continued  to 
hold  until  the  organization  of  the  Counties,  in  May,  1666.  He 
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was  subsequently  often  a  Grand  Juror  of  Hartford  County,  also 
of  Particular  Courts  and  Courts  of  Magistrates.  In  May,  1677, 
he  was  on  the  Jury  of  Life  and  Death  at  Hartford. 

In  town  affairs,  John  Kilbourne  was  conspicuous  for  a  period 
of  nearly  forty  years.  Besides  being  a  Collector,  Lister  and 
Constable,  he  was  Selectman  for  eleven  years,  between  1657 
and  1681,  inclusive.  He  also  served  on  many  important  com¬ 
mittees. 

He  was  married  to  Naomi - ,  in  1650.  She  died  on  Octo¬ 

ber  1,  1659,  leaving  three  children,  John,  Thomas  and  Naomi. 
He  then  married  Sarah  Bronson,  daughter  of  John  Bronson,  of 
Farmington,  by  whom  he  had  Ebenezer,  Sarah,  George,  Mary, 
Joseph  and  Abraham.  He  died  April  9,  1703,  in  his  79th  year. 

1.  THOMAS  KILBOURNE,  immigrant  ancestor,  was 
born  in  the  parish  of  Wood  Ditton,  Cambridge  County,  Eng¬ 
land,  was  baptized  on  May  8,  1578.  Unlike  most  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  of  New  England,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  as  appears  from  the  fact  that  he  was  a  ‘‘Church  Warden’’ 

of  his  native  parish  in  1632.  He  married  Frances  - ,  and 

had  eight  children. 

On  April  15,  1635,  he,  with  a  portion  of  his  family,  embarked 
from  London  for  New  England  in  the  ship  Increase,  Robert 
Lee,  master.  The  family  settled  in  Wethersfield,  Connecticut, 
where  Thomas  Kilbourne,  Sen.,  died  previous  to  1639,  at  which 
date  lands  were  recorded  to  Frances  Kilborn,  widowr. 


Moore 

3.  ABIGAIL  MOORE  was  the  wife  of  Thomas  Bissell. 

2.  DEACON  JOHN  MOORE  came  to  Dorchester  with 
Mr.  Warhan’s  church,  where  he  was  made  Freeman  in  1631. 
He  removed  to  Windsor  with  the  first  immigrants,  1635.  He 
was  a  Juror  frequently,  and  Deputy  in  1643.  He  was  ordained 
Deacon,  January  11,  1651.  He  was  an  excellent  and  esteemed 
citizen.  He  dealt  largely  in  real  estate,  manufactured  pike 
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heads  for  the  troops,  farmed,  and  built  a  ferry  about  1671. 
His  wife  was  Abigail  - . 

Dr.  Stiles  says  that  Deacon  John  Moore’s  house  was  origin¬ 
ally  built  near  the  river,  but  they  were  flooded  out  one  spring, 
and  rebuilt  on  a  rise.  An  old  lady,  who  had  visited  there  as  a 
little  child,  told  Doctor  Stiles  that  she  particularly  remembered 
that  Deacon  Moore’s  house  had  a  separate  little  door  for  the 
cat.  The  Deacon,  tradition  says,  gave  this  house  to  his  son 
John  for  a  wedding  present. 

1.  THOMAS  MOORE  lived  at  Dorchester,  Massachusetts. 

Miller 

3.  ANNA  MITTER,  the  wife  of  Nathaniel  Bacon,  was 
married,  1652,  and  died,  1680. 

2.  THOMAS  MILLER,  who  lived  in  Rowley,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  was  licensed  to  sell  wine  in  1646. 

1.  THOMAS  MILLER  was  born  in  1600,  and  lived  at 

Middletown,  Connecticut.  He  was  Surveyor  of  Highways  in 
1652;  Townsman  in  1652;  and  was  an  early  settler  there.  He 
died  in  1680.  His  wife  was  Isabell - ,  and  she  died  in  1666. 

Oldage 

2.  ANN  OLDAGE  was  the  wife  of  John  Osborn,  Sr. 

1.  RICHARD  OLDAGE  resided  at  Dorchester,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  at  Windsor,  Connecticut.  He  died,  1661. 

Osborn 

3.  ELIZABETH  OSBORN  married  Isaac  Bissell,  and 
died,  June  15,  1761. 

2.  JOHN  OSBORN,  JR.,  of  Windsor,  Connecticut,  was 
born,  January  10,  1645,  and  married  Abigail  Eggleston,  Octo¬ 
ber  14,  1669. 

1.  JOHN  OSBORN,  SR.,  of  Windsor,  Connecticut,  was 
married  May  19,  1645,  to  Ann  Oldage. 

Parker 

3.  ELIZABETH  PARKER  first  married  Josiah  Royce; 
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her  second  marriage  was  to  Ebenezer  Clark;  her  third  to  Na¬ 
thaniel  Andrews. 

2.  JOHN  PARKER  was  born  October  8,  1648,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Hannah  Bassett,  November  8,  1670.  They  resided  at 
Wallingford,  Connecticut,  where  he  died,  1711. 

1.  EDWARD  PARKER  was  born,  1598,  and  came  from 
England,  1639,  living  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  He  served 
in  the  Dutch  and  Indian  Wars,  being  with  Captain  John  Under¬ 
hill,  1652-1654.  He  died  in  1662. 

Platt 

2.  SARAH  PLATT  married  Pilgrim  Thomas  Beach.  She 
died,  1670. 

1.  DEACON  RICHARD  PLATT  was  born,  1603.  He 
came  from  England  with  his  wife,  Mary,  and  four  children  to 
the  New  Haven  Colony  in  1638.  He  was  the  founder  of  Mil¬ 
ford,  Massachusetts,  and  was  a  Deacon.  He  died,  1693. 


2.  MARY  PLATT,  sister  of  Sarah,  was  the  second  wife 
of  John  JVetmore. 

1.  DEACON  RICHARD  PLATT.  (See  above). 

Porter 

3.  MARY  PORTER  was  born,  February  28,  1677,  and 
died,  March  11,  1759.  She  was  the  wife  of  Robert  Royce. 

2.  NATHANIEL  PORTER,  of  Windsor,  was  probably 
boi  n  in  America.  In  1669,  he  was  listed  among  the  Freemen 
of  Stratford.  His  first  wife  was  Hannah,  daughter  of  Philip 
Groves,  and  upon  her  death  he  married  Elizabeth,  her  sister. 
He  died,  January,  1680. 

1.  JOHN  PORTER  was  born,  1590.  He  came  from  Eng¬ 
land  probably  in  1638.  He  received  a  large  land  grant  and 
was  Constable  at  Windsor,  Connecticut,  1639;  Deputy  to  the 
General  Court,  1639,  et  seq.  In  1620,  he  married  Anna  White, 
of  England.  He  died,  1648. 
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Royce 

5.  SARAH  ROYCE,  the  wife  of  Amos  Beach,  was  born, 
June  5,  1723,  and  resided  at  Goshen,  Connecticut.  She  died 
at  the  age  of  97. 

4.  JOSIAH  ROYCE  was  born,  July  10,  1698.  Ele  mar¬ 
ried  Abigail  Clark. 

3.  ROBERT  ROYCE  was  born,  January  29,  1669,  and 
was  married  to  Mary  Porter,  June  2,  1692.  He  died,  April 
2,  1759. 

2.  SAMUEL  ROYCE  was  born  in  1644,  and  married 
Hannah  Churchill,  January  9,  1667,  and  died  before  December 

11,  1771. 

1.  ROBERT  ROYCE  came  from  England  in  the  Frances 
to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  disarmed  for  support¬ 
ing  Wheelwright  and  Ann  Hutchinson.  He  married  Mary 
Sims  on  June  4,  1634,  and  removed  to  Stratford  in  1644,  going 
to  New  London,  Connecticut,  in  1657,  where  he  was  Constable 
and  Deputy  to  the  General  Court.  He  died  in  1676.  His  wife 
died  before  1697. 

3.  MARY  ROYCE  was  born,  1658.  She  married  John 
Beach. 

2.  JONATHAN  ROYCE  married  Mary  Spinning,  1658, 
and  died,  1690. 

1.  ROBERT  ROYCE.  (See  above). 

3.  MARY  ROYCE,  the  second  wife  of  Deacon  John  Beach, 
was  born,  February  19,  1695.  She  was  married  February  2, 
1717,  and  died,  October  27,  1767. 

2.  SAMUEL  ROYCE  married  Sarah  Baldwin  in  1667, 
and  died,  1711. 

1.  ROBERT  ROYCE.  (See  above). 

Spinning 

2.  MARY  SPINNING  was  the  first  wife  of  Jonathan 

Royce.  a  fi 

I 
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1.  HUMPHREY  SPINNING  (SPINAGE)  was  born, 
1630,  and  his  will  was  executed  in  1689.  He  came  from  Eng¬ 
land  with  his  uncle,  Humphrey  Spinage,  in  1637,  to  New  Haven, 
Connecticut.  He  was  the  Founder  of  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey, 
in  1666.  He  took  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  Fidelity,  1665. 
He  had  a  grant  of  land  of  218  acres  from  Carteret,  1657,  and 
in  that  same  year  he  married  Abigail  Hubbard. 

Stone 

4.  IRENE  STONE  was  born,  February  1,  1715,  and  mar¬ 
ried  John  Bacon,  April  14,  1736.  She  died,  March  8,  1750. 

3.  STEPHEN  STONE  was  born,  March  1,  1690.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Lehman,  October  9,  1711,  and  they  resided 
at  Guilford,  Connecticut.  He  died,  December  24,  1753. 

2.  WILLIAM  STONE  II  was  born  in  1642  at  Guilford. 
Connecticut,  February  20,  1674.  He  married  Anna  IVoulf,  who 
died,  March  28,  1712.  He  died,  September  9,  1730. 

1.  WILLIAM  STONE  I  came  from  Englnad  in  1639,  set¬ 
tling  at  Guilford,  Connecticut,  twenty  miles  east  of  New  Haven. 
He  was  proprietor  of  the  first  inn  there,  and  was  also  a  farmer. 
His  first  wife  was  Hannah  ,  and  in  1659  he  took  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife,  Mary,  the  widow  of  Richard  Hughes.  He  died  in 
1683. 

Ventrus 

2.  SARAH  ^  EN  TRUS,  wife  of  John  Bronson,  died  in 
1711. 

1.  MOSES  \  ENTRUS  resided  at  Farmington,  Connecti¬ 
cut.  He  married  Frances  Freeman. 


Wetmore 

3.  MEHITABLE  WETMORE,  the  wife  of  Andrew  Ba¬ 
ton,  was  born,  June  17,  1667.  Her  mother  died  at  her  birth. 

2.  THOMAS  WETMORE  was  born,  1615,  and  came  to 
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America  in  1625,  residing  at  Middletown,  Connecticut.  He 
was  Commissioner  in  1653-4,  from  the  Colony  of  Connecticut 
to  enlist  men  against  the  Indians.  He  was  Deputy  to  General 
Court  in  1654-55,  and  died  in  1681.  His  second  wife  was 
Mary  Platt. 

1.  JOHN  WETMORE  came  from  England  to  Stanford, 
Connecticut.  He  removed  to  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  where 
he  was  Deputy  to  the  General  Court,  1647.  He  was  killed  by 
the  Indians  in  1648. 
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GRAVE  OF  OBIL  BEACH  AND  HIS  WIFE,  ELIZABETH 
(KILBOURNE)  BEACH,  AT  PLAIN  CITY,  OHIO 


Obil  Beach 

By  Doctor  William  Morrow  Beach. 

OBIL  BEACH,  eighth  child  and  sixth  son  of  Amos  and 
Sarah  Royce  Beach,  was  born  in  Goshen,  Connecticut,  of  which 
his  grandfather,  Deacon  John  Beach,  was  a  proprietor,  Decem¬ 
ber  25,  1758. 

He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  Army  under  Captain 
Chapman  and  Colonel  Swift.  He  probably  entered  the  army 
in  October,  1777,  as  I  think  I  remember  having  heard  him  say 
he  marched  directly  upon  enlistment  into  New  York  State  and 
was  a  part  of  the  army  that  witnessed  the  surrender  of  Bur- 
goyne,  October  17,  1777.  He  probably  served  three  years,  as 
I  find  a  rough  draft  of  a  statement  he  made  when  over  seventy 
years  old  in  forwarding  his  application  for  pension,  in  which 
the  statement  is  made  that  he  was  mustered  out  in  New  Jersey 
in  October,  1780. 

I  think  the  brothers,  who  were  older  than  he,  had  been 
drafted  for  six  months,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  six  months, 
they  all  enlisted  for  three  years,  and  Obil,  still  under  eighteen 
years  (?)  of  age,  was  also  reluctantly  permitted  by  his  father 
to  enlist. 

He  married,  June  27,  1782,  Miss  Elizabeth  Kilbourne ,  of 
Litchfield,  Connecticut,  born  June  4,  1765,  and  died  in  Canaan 
Township,  Madison  County,  Ohio,  September  30,  1829.  She 
spoke  the  Quaker  dialect,  and  is  said  by  my  uncle,  Obil  O. 
Beach,  to  have  been  an  orphan  and  of  Scotch  descent. 

In  the  fall  of  1782,  or  early  in  1783,  they  moved  to  Poultney, 
Ruthland  County,  Vermont;  and,  in  1788,  to  New  Haven  Grove, 
Addison  County,  Vermont;  and,  in  1817,  to  Darby  Township, 
Madison  County,  Ohio,  where  they  arrived  in  October  of  that 
year.  In  Poultney  he  became  the  proprietor  of  seventy-five 
acres  of  land,  for  which  he  paid  23  pounds,  10  shillings,  to 
Ebenezer  Hyde,  of  Rutland,  Vermont,  under  date  of  June  8, 
1782;  also  of  fifty  acres,  for  60  pounds,  deed  made  by  Jason 
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Rice,  of  Poultney,  November  6,  1782;  also  by  deed  from  Jo¬ 
seph  Ballard,  of  Fair  Haven,  County  of  Rutland,  \  ermont,  of 
one  hundred  acres,  for  30  pounds,  in  Poultney,  under  date  of 
September  10,  1783. 

My  uncle,  Obil  O.  Beech,  says  that  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Kil- 
bourne,  inherited,  at  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  a  fifteen  acre  piece 
of  land,  about  one-half  of  which  was  a  steep  hill  side  and  com¬ 
paratively  valueless,  and  that  this  fifteen  acre  piece  was  traded 
for  land  up  at  Poultney. 

At  New  Haven  he  got  a  deed  from  Oliver  Strong,  of  Poult¬ 
ney,  for  40  pounds,  fifty  acres  under  date  of  December  5,  1788. 
also  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Beach,  from  Olive  Strong,  a  deed  for 
seventy-five  acres,  for  60  pounds,  under  date  of  December  5, 
1788.  Some  of  the  above  lands  were  sold,  in  1816,  to  Am¬ 
brose  Beach,  preparatory  to  migrating  to  Ohio.  All  the  above 
deeds  I  now  have  (1883-4). 

Some  of  his  children  say  he  was  married  by  a  Presbyterian 
Minister,  but,  after  coming  to  Ohio,  if  not  before,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  an  exemplary 
member. 

In  his  character  he  was  modest,  peaceable,  cheerful,  neat  in 
his  dress,  and  had  great  respect  for  all  laws,  both  of  church 
and  state. 

His  reputation  was  without  a  stain,  and  he  lived  the  Respected 
patriarch  of  the  community  in  his  later  years,  and  died  with  no 
enemy  in  the  world,  that  I  ever  heard  of.  He  died  at  the  home 
of  hi  s  son,  Dr.  Lorenzo  Beach,  one  mile  south  of  Plain  City, 
Ohio,  October  5,  1846,  aged  88  years. 

A  letter  from  Rev.  E.  C.  Beach  to  Mrs.  Bidwell,  dated  No¬ 
vember  18,  1925,  states: 

“My  mother  has  told  me  that  she  remembers  seeing  Obil 
Beach,  and  hearing  him  speak  in  the  Methodist  Church  services 
is  the  old  log  church  at  Jerome  when  he  was  visiting  his  son, 
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Amos.  She  said  he  dressed  like  a  quaker  and  talked  like  a 
preacher. 

“I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  our  great-grandmother 
(Obil’s  wife,  Elizabeth  Kilbourne),  after  the  birth  of  the  twins, - 
needed  special  help  and  watchfulness,  from  the  fact  that  Obil 
ceased  carrying  on  enterprises  of  life  when  he  was  about  50 
years  of  age,  turned  his  property  over  to  his  boys  on  condition 
that  they  would  support  their  father  and  mother,  and  then  lived 
in  the  home  of  Uri,  after  he  came  to  Ohio.  I  do  not  know 
how  much  care  Elizabeth  needed,  but  it  looks  as  though  Obil 
decided  that  it  would  be  his  duty  to  care  only  for  his  wife.” 

Children : 

Susannah,  born,  September  20,  1783. 

Amos  Beach,  born,  July  9,  1785. 

Monrova  Beach,  born,  August  18,  1787,  died  in  infancy. 

Uri  Beach,  born,  December  7,  1789. 

Ambrose  Beach  was  born,  March  17,  1792. 

Rhoda  Beach,  born,  June  9,  1797. 

Sarah  Beach,  born,  June  9,  1797. 

Lorenzo  Beach,  born,  November  7,  1798. 

Roswell  Beach,  born,  August  3,  1801. 

Irene  Beach,  born,  February  19,  1804;  d.  Sept.,  1824. 

Obil  Oren  Beach,  born,  March  12,  1807. 

Oren  Obil  Beach  born,  March  12,  1807. 


“ANOTHER  VETERAN  FALLEN” 

From  the  Ohio  State  Journal,  November  14,  1846. 

“Died  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  instant,  in  Darby  Township,  Mad¬ 
ison  County,  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  Lorenzo,  Mr.  Obil 
Beach,  aged  88  years.  The  deceased  was  father  of  12  children, 
8  of  whom  survive,  71  grandchildren,  of  whom  49  are  living; 
and  51  great-grandchildren,  of  whom  45  are  living.  Fifty  of 
his  descendants  attended  his  funeral.  He  was  a  Whig  in  the 
days  that  tried  men’s  souls — and,  as  a  Whig  he  ardently  and 
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valiantly  fought  the  battles  of  his  country.  His  politics  being 
a  matter  of  principle  with  him,  he  remained  a  Whig  until  the 
day  of  his  death.  He  was  faithful  to  his  duty  as  a  citizen,  ever 
ready  to  assert  his  principles  and  manifest  his  heart's  desire  for 
the  good  of  his  country.  This  he  did  by  a  regular  attendance 
at  the  ballot-box  and  by  instilling  upon  his  posterity  his  own 
sterling  principles.  Father  Beach  was  for  more  than  sixty  years 
a  professor  of  the  Christian  religion;  and  has  for  years  past 
been  waiting  with  patient  resignation  his  removal  from  time  to 
eternity,  from  the  toils  of  earth  to  the  Joys  of  Heaven.” 
(Marked  Communicated). 


Pension  Papers  of  Obil  Beach* 

State  of  Ohio,  Franklin  County,  S.  S. 

On  this  17th  day  of  June  1819  before  me,  David  Smith  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County 
of  Franklin,  State  of  Ohio,  personally  appears  Obil  I.  Beach 
aged  sixty  years,  resident  at  this  time  in  Franklin  County  in  said 
district,  who  being  first  duly  sworn  by  me  according  to  the  law 
doth  on  his  oath  make  the  following  declaration  in  order  to 
obtain  the  provisions  of  an  Act  to  provide  for  certain  persons 
engaged  in  the  land  and  of  the  United  States.  That  he  enlisted 
in  September  in  1777  in  the  company  commanded  by  Captain 
Albert  Chatmon  in  the  Regiment  of  Col.  Swift  and  in  the  Bri¬ 
gade  of  General  Huntington,  all  of  Connecticut,  In  the  Con¬ 
necticut  line,  depon.  of  Goshen,  Ct.,  in  the  continental  estab¬ 
lishment  for  the  term  of  three  years  and  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  in  October,  1780;  that  his  discharge  is  now  lost;  that 
he  has  not  received  any  pension  of  Government.  That  he  is  in 
reduced  circumstances  and  needs  the  help  of  his  country  for  sup¬ 
port.  That  he  cannot  now  recollect  the  Number  of  the  Regi¬ 
ment  nor  the  given  names  of  Col.  Swift  who  commanded  said 
regiment  during  his  said  term,  nor  of  Gen.  Huntington. 
_  Obil  Beach  (Seal) 

*It  is  possible  that  this  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Obil  Beach  himself. 
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Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  the  day  and  year  above 
written. 

David  Smith. 

I,  David  Smith,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for- 
the  County  of  Franklin,  State  of  Ohio  do  certify  that  it  appears 
to  my  satisfaction  that  the  said  Obil  Beach  did  serve  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  against  the  common  enemy  in  the  continen¬ 
tal  establishment  and  do  further  certify  that  Ira  Finch,  a  wit¬ 
ness  of  reputed  veracity  comes  before  me  and  affirmed  that  Obil 
Beach  is  in  reduced  circumstances  and  needs  the  help  of  his 
country  for  support  as  signed. 

Ira  Finch.  ^ 

To  the  same  subject  made  oath  Uri  Beach  a  reputable  witness. 

Uri  Beach. 

Certified  by  David  Smith  (Seal) 

State  of  Ohio,  Franklin  County. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  David  Smith,  Associate  Judge 
of  Franklin  County,  State  of  Ohio,  James  Ewing,  a  respectable 
witness  who  being  sworn  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  is  a  near 
neighbor  to  Obil  Beach  and  believes  him  to  be  in  such  reduced 
circumstances  that  he  needs  the  help  of  his  country  for  support 
and  subscribed  his  name. 

James  Ewing. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me. 

David  Smith. 

The  Judge  does  not  certify  to  deponents  circumstances  be¬ 
cause  he  does  not  know  them,  but  the  Judge  will  certify  that  Ira 
Finch  ,  and  Uri  Beach  and  James  Ewing  deponents, 

as  to  applicant  deponents  circumstances  are  respectable  wit¬ 
nesses  and  that  he  gives  full  faith  to  their  testimony. 

David  Smith  (Seal) 
Associate  Judge. 
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DECLARATION  in  order  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  Act 
of  Congress  dated  June  7th,  1832. 

The  State  of  Ohio,  Madison  County. 

On  this  21st  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  two  personally  appeared  be¬ 
fore  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  and  for  said 
County  Township  Obil  Beach  a  resident  of  the  township  of 
Canaan  in  the  said  County  of  Madison  and  State  of  Ohio;  aged 
seventy  three  years,  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law 
doth  on  his  oath  make  the  following  declaration  in  order  to 
obtain  the  benefits  of  the  provisions  made  by  the  Act  of  Con¬ 
gress  dated  June  7th,  1832.  That  he  enlisted  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States  about  the  month  of  September  in  the  year 
1777;  that  he  joined  the  main  army  four  days  after  the  Battle 
of  Germantown,  that  this  applicant  belonged  to  Col.  Swift’s 
Regiment,  Connecticut  Line;  that  this  deponent  was  placed 
upon  the  pension  roll  under  the  Act  of  March  18th,  1818,  and 
was  dropped  therefrom  on  account  of  property;  that  this 
deponent  made  application  under  the  Act  of  May  15th,  1828 
and  that  the  record  of  his  services  is  in  the  Department;  that 
he  was  a  private  in  the  Army  of  the  Revolution;  that  this  de¬ 
ponent  now  resides  in  the  County  of  Madison  and  State  of 
Ohio,  that  his  first  application  was  made  in  the  County  of 
Franklin;  that  when  he  made  his  application  under  the  act  of 
the  15th  of  May,  1828,  he  resided  in  the  County  of  Madison 
aforesaid. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

John  Moore  Clerk. 

Obil  Beach. 

To  the  Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun y 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  [illegible]  the  deposition  of  my  services 
with  the  Hon.  David  Smith,  to  whom,  if  my  claim  is  accepted, 
you  will  please  transmit  my  certificate. 

Obil  Beach  (Seal) 

I,  Abram  I.  McDowell,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common 

82 


K  M  V  O  l,  V  T  I  0  X  A  II  V  VLSI  M. 


SI 


i  DEIVflf  l  0vat,  \m  efjto 

**«!«**»«  %  1»  M«ek,  lljs,  I Ml  f  £/  (Me^*?nJ  f  o 

k  fcw  i  l  h 4  A. VI  li/  f  ]$Ja ijjt  */'  4||Jh |jj| 4$*  . 

- j-f—' — fi\im  «,  hnAAt  m.1®  ) 


j  aw 


■#- 


in  fivb  Avttvvf  is  vuse*Vb*& 


> 


ooVIm.  iiiilt  |WH  «C  Vh 

jft.|eac|  ?  #  §if ip.%  af  t  *  j|M^w 

ftWM'a*,  6»  lllf.  $4 t* k*vK$W  Hi 

« V#  luvaiitl  «»A  £ 


!4  0~- 

f  ,  4%i\fs»  «»w- 

«»«■. 


SI* 


ii\V  ir*N  m  ike  W«  4>tf»%of 

rtvU  <iuA*AA$ij  ■n  //:  of 

«.  4i m%Ax  t\wmm%%.  %Jfp|§ 

9  $  ^ 

KmivkstA  &«4 


'&'/<  ii  4$  if  l-Vm\ 


'w--  -44 •■<.$  C"^- 


I  ,  <1 


PENSION  PAPER  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  POSTERITY  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


Pleas  of  Franklin  County  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  do  certify  that 
David  Smith,  by  whom  the  within  Writing  or  Certificate  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  Sworn  to,  is  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  said  County,  duly  elected  and  sworn  as 
such. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  seal  of  office  this  16th  day  of  June 
1819  at  Franklin  Coun. 

A.  I.  McDowell,  Clerk. 

The  State  of  Ohio,  Madison  County. 

I,  John  Moore,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the 
County  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  contains 
the  original  proceedings  of  the  said  Court  in  the  matter  of  the 
application  of  Obil  Beach  for  a  pension. 

In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  seal  of  office  at  London,  the  25th 
day  of  September  A.  D.  1832. 

John  Moore,  Clerk. 
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Susannah  Beach  Hallock 

SUSANNAH  BEACH,  daughter  of  Obil,  was  born,  Sep¬ 
tember  20,  1783.  She  married  Joseph  Benton  Hallock,  in  . 
Poultney,  Vermont,  in  1816,  and  came  to  Madison  County, 
Darby  Township,  Ohio,  in  1817.  He  was  a  native  of  Vermont 
and  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  They  lived  in  Jerome  Town¬ 
ship,  Union  County,  Ohio,  later  moving  to  Appanoose  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  died  in  1885. 

Frank  Beach  writes: 

“About  the  Joe  Hallock  tales:  the  moral  plane  of  his  life 
might  not  be  so  complimentary,  perhaps,  if  viewed  from  a  W. 
C.  T.  U.  standpoint,  but  I  realize  times  and  customs  have  un¬ 
dergone  a  great  change  since  those  days,  ’most  a  hundred  years 
ago. 

“Uncle  Joe,  physically  must  have  been  a  veritable  ‘Goliath’ 
— a  great  Big  man;  double  teeth  all  the  way  round,  and  double 
breasted.  I  suppose  on  account  of  his  strength,  it  seems  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  trade  of  well  digging,  and  this  incident  is  told: 

“One  day,  when  the  well  was  some  ten  to  twelve  feet  in  depth, 
the  call  came  for  dinner.  Uncle  Joe  had  enough  whiskey  aboard 
to  make  him  unreasonable;  so  he  filled  the  dirt  tub  with  dirt  and 
rock,  then  piled  on  pick  and  shovel,  etc. — whatever  tools  he 
had — and  then  jumped  on,  himself,  and  called,  ‘Haul  me  out!’ 

“He  had  two  young  men  hired  to  windlass.  They  protested, 
saying,  ‘Uncle  Joe,  that’s  too  heavy!’ 

“  ‘Haul  me  out,’  he  roared.  ‘That’s  what  I’m  paying  you  for.’ 

“  ‘Uncle  Joe,  that’s  too  heavy  a  load  on  the  rope.’ 

“  ‘That’s  my  rope,  and  it’s  paid  for.’ 

“They  hauled  away,  and  just  as  Uncle  Joe’s  head  came  ouc 
the  top,  to  prove  the  rope  was  all  right,  he  gave  a  jerk,  and 
snap  went  the  rope;  and  Uncle  Joe,  dirt,  tub  and  tools,  went 
back  to  the  bottom. 

“A  short  piece  of  chain  had  been  used  to  lengthen  the  rope. 
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When  they  hit  the  bottom,  that  chain  whacked  Uncle  Joe  on 
the  head,  and  then  the  boys  got  more  blame  in  language  that 
wasn’t  right  nice.  If  Uncle  Joe  was  seriously  hurt,  that  part  of 
the  story  has  been  forgotten  in  the  years. 

“Another  time,  in  digging  a  well,  when  some  fifteen  or  more 
feet  down,  Uncle  Joe  called  out,  ‘Boys,  we’ve  missed  the  vein. 
I  can  hear  it  running  right  in  there.’  He  pointed  to  a  spot  on 
the  wall  above  his  shoulders. 

“  ‘Oh  pshaw,  Uncle  Joe,  that’s  just  the  whiskey  in  you  that 
you  hear.’ 

“Vexed  by  their  lack  of  belief,  he  drove  his  pick  into  the 
wall  with  all  his  might.  Out  came  a  deluge  of  water,  and  the 
men  at  the  windlass  had  to  wind  madly  to  get  him  out  in  time. 

“After  Grandfather  had  been  in  Kansas  a  number  of  years, 
Uncle  Charles  went  back  to  the  old  neighborhood.  Uncle  Joe 
was  then  an  old  man,  but  the  strength  of  his  younger  days  was 
still  a  matter  of  great  pride.  He  said,  ‘Why,  Charley,  when  I 
was  a  young  man  I  could  take  three  butternuts  in  my  teeth  and 
just  crush  ’em.’ 

“Uncle  Charles  gave  a  little  chuckle  that  Uncle  Joe  thought 
evidenced  doubt. 

“  ‘Why,  I  can  crush  two  now !’ 

“Uncle  Charles  had  a  few  butternuts  he  had  gathered.  (But¬ 
ternuts  do  not  grow  in  Kansas).  He  picked  out  a  couple  good 
hard  ones.  Uncle  Joe  put  them  between  his  jaws,  gave  a  sharp 
upward  blow  with  his  open  palm,  and,  sure  enough,  the  nuts 
were  crushed. 

If  Uncle  Joe  had  a  quarrelsome  or  overbearing  disposition, 
it  hasn’t  been  carried  down  in  family  tradition,  but  he  certainly 
could  hold  up  for  his  own  personal  rights.” 

Hie  children  of  Susannah  (Beach)  and  Joseph  Hallock  are: 

Wesley  Hallock,  married  Mary  Stone. 

Uri  Hallock. 

,  married  first  James  Stone,  and  second  -  Slater. 
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By  Reverend  Emery  C.  Beach. 

AMOS  BEACH,  the  second  child  of  Obil,  and  his  oldest 
son,  was  born  in  Poultney,  Vermont,  July  9,  1785.  He  was  my 
grandfather,  who  lived  until  February  25,  1875.  I  was  then 
nineteen  years  old.  I  have  seen  him  hundreds  of  times  and  have 
his  picture  taken  in  his  old  age.  He  was  not  tall,  but  heavy-set 
and  well  built.  He  had  thin  blond  hair,  like  silk,  but  he  was 
never  bald.  He  was  physically  very  strong  in  his  young  man¬ 
hood.  I  never  knew  him  to  be  sick,  but  in  his  old  age  he  was 
very  deaf.  He  carried  a  home-made  cane.  I  do  not  think  he 
needed  it  to  walk  with,  for  he  always  moved  without  effort  or 
pain. 

He  was  patient,  kind,  and  jovial.  When  at  my  home,  he 
trotted  me  on  his  foot,  played  with  me,  and  from  his  lips  I  first 
heard  the  Mother  Goose  Rhymes.  All  of  us  children  loved 
him.  He  was  not  a  public  man,  and  did  not  deliver  orations  or 
seek  office.  The  only  public  office  that  I  know  of  his  holding 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  his  later  years  his  deafness  made 
him  more  retiring,  and  he  was  hardly  ever  seen  in  public. 

We  know  that,  as  a  lad  at  New  Haven,  Vermont,  he  had 
a  healthful  climate  to  develop  physically,  and  a  good  home,  and 
good  schools  and  churches  to  develop  morally  and  intellectually. 
He  was  well  educated,  and  encouraged  his  own  children  to  seek 
a  good  education. 

In  1809,  when  he  was  twenty-four  years  old,  living  at  the 
home  in  Vermont,  he  married  Judith  Beebe f  who  was  born,  Au¬ 
gust  21,  1791.  I  know  nothing  of  her  family.  When  in  Ver¬ 
mont,  seeking  genealogical  data,  I  called  on  some  Beebes,  but 
could  get  no  definite  knowledge  of  Judith’s  lineage.  We  know 
that  she  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and  that  her  immediate 
family  moved  West  about  the  time  the  Beaches  moved  to  Ohio. 

The  Beebe  family  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  Connect¬ 
icut,  Massachusetts  and  Vermont.  The  name  occurs  frequently 
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in  the  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  Records  of  New  England. 
Judith  died  in  1857,  age  66,  when  I  was  one  year  old.  She 
took  care  of  me  often  that  first  year  of  my  life  while  my  mother 
was  at  her  work.  My  father  lived  then  in  one  side  of  a  double 
frame  house  that  my  grandfather  lived  in  at  Jerome.  I  have 
my  grandmother’s  picture  taken  when  she  was  about  55.  She 
was  about  as  tall  as  her  husband,  but  slender  and  frail  in  ap¬ 
pearance  when  her  picture  was  taken.  She  was  good  and  kind, 
a  faithful  wife,  and  an  excellent  mother.  What  the  nature  of 
her  fatal  sickness  was,  I  do  not  know.  There  was  a  strain  of 
tuberculosis,  located  in  the  throat  and  bronchial  tubes,  inherited 
by  the  children  of  Amos  and  Judith,  that  carried  away  five  of 
their  eight  children  before  they  passed  middle  age.  It  must 
have  come  from  their  mother’s  side  of  the  family. 

In  1809,  when  Amos  and  Judith  were  married,  people  in  all 
the  old  States  were  talking  about  “An  Earthly  Paradise,”  “The 
Ohio  Country.”  The  Indians  had  been  pushed  back  from  the 
Eastern  and  Southern  borders  of  Ohio.  From  1800  to  1820 
pioneers  by  thousands,  especially  from  New  England  and  Vir¬ 
ginia,  poured  into  the  ”Ohio  Country.”  In  1803,  Ohio  was 
admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  In  1810,  a  few  small  vil¬ 
lages — Marietta,  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Franklinton,  Worthing¬ 
ton,  Dublin — had  been  started.  Chillicothe  was  the  Capital. 
In  1810  the  West  part  of  Franklin  was  cut  off  and  organized 
into  a  new  county  called  Madison. 

About  this  time  Samuel  Beach  and  James  Kilbourne,  of  Litch¬ 
field  County,  Connecticut,  relatives  of  Obil  Beach  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  Kilbourne,  led  a  party  of  pioneers  to  Central  Ohio, 
and  laid  out  Worthington.  In  1810,  the  Legislature,  meeting 
at  Chillicothe,  appointed  a  committee  to  select  a  place  near  the 
center  of  the  State  for  the  Capital.  Dublin,  Worthington, 
Franklinton  were  contestants  for  the  Capital.  The  committee 
decided  on  Dublin,  but  some  real  estate  promoters  induced  the 
Legislature  to  accept  their  offer,  and  locate  the  capital  on  ground 
covered  with  forests,  and  they  named  it  Columbus. 
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In  1812,  workmen  were  busy  chopping  down  the  trees  and 
digging  out  the  stumps  to  make  High  Street  in  Columbus.  In 
1815,  the  population  of  Columbus  was  700;  in  1820,  it  was 
1455.  In  1815,  Plain  City  did  not  exist.  In  1820,  London’s 
population  was  132.  In  1820,  there  was  no  Union  County. 
Everywhere  there  were  thick  forests,  roving  bands  of  Indians, 
prowling  wild  beasts,  a  few  log  houses  erected  through  the 
woods,  and  neighbors  far  apart.  Into  this  wild,  new  state,  in 
1814,  came  Amos,  age  29;  Judith,  his  wife,  23;  his  sons,  Mon- 
rova,  3;  Henry,  1;  his  brother,  Ambrose,  22;  his  sister  Sarah, 
17,  and  her  husband,  Lewis  Ketch.  They  chose  Darby  Town¬ 
ship,  Madison  County,  as  a  place  for  their  new  home.  Many 
Vermont  families  settled  in  Darby  Township.  Perhaps,  from 
some  that  preceded  them,  they  had  heard  of  the  attractions  of 
Madison  County. 

Amos  selected  a  tract  of  land  for  a  farm  about  three  miles 
South  of  Plain  City,  (that  was  not  in  existence  until  four  years 
later)  ;  about  twenty  miles  West  of  the  Capital  Columbus,  along 
a  beautiful  stream  called  Big  Darby  Creek.  He  began  imme¬ 
diately  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  children,  laying  the 
foundation  of  American  Civilization — homes,  schools,  churches 
and  social  and  political  institutions.  There  was  no  better  Coun¬ 
ty  than  Madison  in  the  United  States,  measured  by  the  stand¬ 
ards  of  Christian  Civilization. 

Amos  and  his  family  continued  to  live  on  his  farm  in  Darby 
Township  from  1814  to  1831,  seventeen  years.  For  a  time  he 
served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace.  In  that  time  the  additions  to 
the  family  were  Irene,  born,  1815;  Kilbourne,  born,  1819;  Hor¬ 
ace,  born  1822;  Ambrose,  1826,  and  Julany,  born  1829. 

In  1831,  he  sold  out  in  Madison  County  and  moved  to  Union 
County.  The  reasons  for  his  changing  are  not  on  record,  but 
we  can  think  of  some.  The  place  that  he  moved  to  was  more 
like  his  old  home  in  Vermont — -rolling  hills.  The  Darby  Town¬ 
ship  location  was  flat,  and  marshes  were  along  Darby  Creek. 
Several  epidemics  of  severe  sickness  had  prevailed  between  1820 
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and  1825.  Many  settlers  had  been  swept  into  their  graves.  In 
1823,  his  young  sister,  Irene,  age  19;  his  sister  Rhoda  and  her 
husband,  Stephen  Halleck;  his  brother-in-law,  Lewis  Ketch,  died 
in  the  epidemic  of  that  year.  His  mother  died  in  1826. 

The  place  that  he  selected  for  his  new  home  was  a  large  tract 
of  land  in  Jerome  Township,  Union  County,  a  rolling  surface, 
a  clay  soil,  covered  with  a  thick  forest  of  maple,  birch,  hickory 
and  walnut  trees.  Its  location  was  in  the  Southeast  corner  of 
Union  County,  close  to  the  Delaware  and  Franklin  County  lines, 
twenty  miles  north  of  Columbus,  and  ten  miles  from  his  home 
in  Madison  County.  It  was  naturally  healthful  and  beautiful. 

There  went  with  him  to  his  new  place  of  abode,  all  his  fam¬ 
ily,  (except  Monrova  and  his  wife)  his  sister  Susannah  and  her 
husband,  Joseph  Hallock,  and  their  children,  his  brother  Ros¬ 
well  and  his  wife  and  their  children.  Amos  was  then  forty-five, 
and  his  wife,  Judith,  was  thirty-nine. 

The  first  year  in  their  new  home,  1831,  Amos,  my  father, 
was  born.  The  second  year,  1832  Irene,  age  seventeen,  mar¬ 
ried  Andrew  Sherwood,  age  twenty-four,  and  returned  with  him 
to  Madison,  where  they  settled  a  few  miles  west  of  Amity. 

The  first  public  act  of  Amos,  in  the  new  home,  was  to  give 
about  an  acre  of  ground  for  a  cemetery.  The  first  graves  can¬ 
not  be  found.  The  oldest  tombstone  bears  the  date  1835.  The 
first  religious  organization  was  a  Methodist  Class  in  183  5. 
Many  of  the  Beaches  were  charter  members.  They  met  in  the 
log  cabins  of  the  settlers  until  1841,  when  a  log  church  was 
built  in  a  corner  of  the  cemetery  on  ground  given  by  Amos.  In 
that  old  log  church  I  attended  my  first  Sunday  school  and 
Church  services.  When  it  was  falling  to  pieces,  with  other 
school  children,  I  spent  many  an  hour  playing  in  it  and 
around  it.  In  1861,  a  frame  church  was  built  and  the  old  log 
church  abandoned.  The  Beaches  had  a  large  part  in  erecting 
the  new  church.  My  father  and  his  brother  Ambrose  built  the 
church,  and  my  grandfather  gave  much  of  the  lumber. 

Amos  and  his  sons  were  united  in  enterprises  in  their  new 
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home.  They  co-operated  in  farming  a  large  tract  of  land,  in 
erecting  houses,  and  planting  orchards.  They  started  a  factory. 
Ashes  were  plentiful  and  cheap.  Many  settlers  were  clearing 
their  land  by  burning  the  timber;  so  they  united  in  erecting  and 
running  what  was  called  an  “Ashery.”  They  took  the  lye 
drained  from  the  ashes,  boiled  it  down,  made  a  potash  which 
they  barreled  and  sold.  In  my  youth  there  was  standing  by  the 
side  of  the  old  dilapidated  factory,  a  pile  of  bleached  ashes 
nearly  as  big  as  some  of  the  Jerome  hills. 

In  1846,  they  laid  out  a  village  and  became  real  estate  agents. 
They  named  their  town  Frankfort,  but  the  Post  Office  depart¬ 
ment,  at  Washington,  re-named  it  Jerome,  because  there  was  a 
Frankfort  already  in  Ohio.  The  communities  around  named 
it  “Beachtown.”  The  relatives  over  Madison  County  generally 
referred  to  it  as  “Pleasant  Hill.”  The  name  Jerome  pre¬ 
vailed,  though,  to  this  day  (  1927),  and  the  sign  in  the  hotel 
reads  “Frankfort  Hotel.” 

Grandfather,  his  sons,  daughters,  and  their  families,  were 
about  all  of  the  village.  They  farmed;  ran  the  Ashery,  a  dry 
goods  store,  a  grocery,  a  shoe  shop,  a  cabinet  shop,  sold  town 
lots;  built  houses;  taught  school,  and  worked  in  the  church. 

The  first  to  die  were  Julany  and  Kilbourne,  both  in  the  same 
year,  1850.  They  were  laid  side  by  side  in  the  ground  that 
their  father  had  given  for  a  cemetery.  Monrova  died  at  Plain 
City  in  1854,  and  was  buried  there. 

In  1857,  Judith,  the  wife  and  mother,  died,  aged  65.  Her 
body  was  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  Julany  and  Kilbourne  in 
the  old  cemetery.  Her  earthly  pilgrimage  had  been  a  long  one, 
measured  by  events,  not  years.  She  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
went  with  her  parents  as  pioneers  to  Vermont,  married  Amos 
Beach  when  eighteen  years  old,  worked  at  establishing  a  home 
in  Vermont  for  five  years,  came  to  Ohio  with  her  husband  and 
two  children  when  twenty-three  years  old;  made  a  home  in 
Madison  County  for  seventeen  years,  and  worked  at  establish¬ 
ing  a  home  at  Jerome  for  twenty-six  years.  Then  she  folded 
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her  weary  hands  and  went  over  to  the  home,  “Not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  Heavens.” 

After  the  death  of  his  wife,  Amos,  aged  72,  turned  business 
affairs  over  to  his  sons,  and  made  his  home  with  them,  living 
a  while  with  each  in  turn.  I  remember  very  clearly  when  he 
was  at  our  house  in  the  year  1868.  I  have  a  memorandum  book 
of  that  year  in  which  my  father  kept  account  of  the  board  bill, 
and  credited  it  on  what  he  owed  on  land  bought  from  his  father. 
About  1869,  my  grandfather  married  Jane  Green,  a  sister  of 
his  son  Ambrose's  wife.  Soon  after  marriage  they  moved  to 
Plain  City  to  make  their  home.  He  died  in  Plain  City,  Febru¬ 
ary  25,  1875,  age  89.  He  was  buried  by  the  side  of  his  father 
and  mother  in  the  old  cemetery  in  Plain  City,  where  many  of 
his  relatives  and  neighbors  of  pioneer  days  were  resting. 

Children : 

Monrova,  born,  1811,  at  New  Haven,  Vermont. 

Henry,  born  in  1813,  in  New  Haven,  Vermont. 

Irene,  born  in  1815,  in  Ohio. 

Kilbourne,  born,  December  12,  1819,  in  Ohio. 

Horace,  born  in  1822,  in  Ohio. 

Ambrose,  born,  November  1,  1826,  in  Ohio. 

Julany,  born  in  1829,  in  Ohio. 

Amos,  born  in  1831,  in  Ohio. 

Monrova  Beach 

MONROVA,  the  first  child  of  Amos  Beach,  was  born  in  New 
Haven,  Vermont,  in  1811.  He  came  with  his  father's  family 
to  Madison  County  in  1814,  and  as  a  youth  he  worked  on  his 
father's  farm.  Later  he  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade.  In 
1830,  when  nineteen,  he  married  Sophia  Converse ,  daughter  of 
Parley  and  Arpa  (Hemenway)  Converse.  They  went  to  Mil¬ 
ford  Center  to  live,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade.  Later  they 
moved  to  Plain  City,  where  he  died,  October  9,  1854,  aged 
forty-three.  In  1870  Sophia  was  still  living  in  Plain  City.  The 
census  of  that  year  gives  “Sophia  Beach,  age  55  ;  Ellen  23,  Del- 
more,  16;  Kirk,  3."  These  last  three  must  have  been  her 
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grandchildren.  She  died  on  May  23,  1897,  age  82. 

Their  children  were : 

ARPE  BEACH  WHELPLEY  was  born,  November  1, 
1830.  She  married  James  B.  Whelpley,  January  11, 
1849.  He  was  born,  March  24,  1827,  and  died,  Octo¬ 
ber  21,  1894.  He  was  first  a  harness  maker  and  then  a 
merchant  at  Milford  Center.  He  was  in  office  several 
years.  Children : 

HYLAS  HEBER  WHELPLEY  was  born  in  Mil¬ 
ford  Center,  Ohio,  May  19,  1850;  married,  No¬ 
vember  1,  1869,  Mary  A.  Armine ,  born  Union 
County,  Ohio,  in  1849,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Martha  (Irvin)  Armine.  Children: 

EDWIN  MAX  WHELPLEY,  born  in  Marys¬ 
ville,  Ohio,  December  6,  1870;  married  Febru¬ 
ary  24,  1897,  Lena  McCartney ,  daughter  of 
William  and  Helen  McCartney,  of  Ashtabula, 
Ohio.  No  children. 

JAMES  H.  WHELPLEY,  was  born  in  Marys¬ 
ville,  Ohio,  June  9,  1878;  married  July  18, 
1898,  Halla  Dixon,  daughter  of  John  and 
Syphinia  (Chaffin)  Dixon,  of  Washington 
Court  House,  Ohio.  She  died,  June  23,  1913. 
Children: 

MARION  ELIZABETH  WHELPLEY 
WILSON,  born,  December  2,  1901 ;  mar¬ 
ried  Lawrence  Wilson,  June  14,  1922. 
Children : 

MARY  JEANNE  WILSON,  born, 
March  9,  1923. 

JAMES  WHELPLEY  WILSON, 
born,  April  25,  1925. 

JANET  DIXON  WHELPLEY,  born,  De¬ 
cember  7,  1908.  Student  of  Miami  Uni¬ 
versity,  Oxford,  Ohio. 
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ELIZABETH  MAE  WHELPLEY  SHARRAR, 
daughter  of  Arpa  Beach  Whelpley,  was  born,  Feb¬ 
ruary  28,  1860;  married  Harry  Edgar  Sharrar, 
September  28,  1886.  He  was  the  son  of  David 
and  Sarah  Sharrar,  of  Manchester,  Maryland,  and 
was  born,  March  10,  1859. 

CHARLES  LEROY  BEACH,  son  of  Monrova  Beach, 
was  born,  August  20,  1832,  and  died,  June  14,  1847.  I 
know  nothing  more  about  him,  as  he  died  in  his  youth. 

MARSHALL  P.  BEACH  was  born,  October  8,  1835.  He 
was  a  Union  Soldier.  I  saw  him  several  times.  He 
was  a  man  of  keen  mind,  well  educated,  brilliant  in  con¬ 
versation,  and  a  good  reporter  and  writer.  He  married 
in  Plain  City,  Ohio,  December,  1859,  Sophronia  Mc¬ 
Cloud,  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  and  Jane  (Carpenter) 
McCloud.  He  divorced  her  in  1873,  and  married  a 
second  time  in  1898,  Lovina  Sherwood,  who  was  a  pen¬ 
sioner  in  1928.  Children  by  first  wife: 

LINN  BEACH,  born  and  died  in  1861. 

MATTIE  E.  BEACH,  born,  1862,  and  died  in  1864. 

EMMA  BEACH  BIGELOW  was  born  January  7,  1837; 
married  L.  L.  Bigelow,  December  15,  1855.  She  died 
February  5,  1869.  Children: 

ANGELICA  BIGELOW,  born,  January,  1857;  died 
in  1863. 

EMMA  B.  BIGELOW  FERRIS,  born,  November 
6,  1859;  married  Frank  Ferris  in  1878.  Child: 

WARREN  FERRIS,  born  in  1879. 

MARSHALL  BIGELOW  was  born,  April,  1860; 
married  Nellie  McFane.  Children: 

HARRY  BIGELOW. 

MARK  BIGELOW. 

IRENE  BIGELOW  MORFET,  born,  1862;  mar¬ 
ried,  October,  1878,  to  Forrest  Morfet.  Their 
children : 
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BESSIE  MARTHA  MORFET. 

LEBBEUS  BIGELOW  MORFET. 

ELLA  BIGELOW  BOYD,  born,  October  21,  1866; 
married  Charles  Boyd,  born,  February  16,  1862, 
son  of  Honorable  Daniel  and  Mary  Ann  (Smith) 
Boyd.  Child : 

INA  BOYD,  born  in  Plain  City,  Ohio,  August 
10,  1885. 

ANDREW  BEACH,  son  of  Monrova,  was  born,  Febru¬ 
ary  18,  1840;  died,  April  26,  1861,  age  21. 

BENJAMIN  BEACH  was  born,  May  14,  1842.  He  was 
a  Union  Soldier,  and  died  March  21,  1865,  aged  23. 

MASCAL  GRIFFIN  BEACH  was  born  at  Jerome,  Ohio, 
May  24,  1846,  and  died,  September  21,  1867.  He  is 
buried  at  Plain  City,  Ohio.  He  married,  May  29, 
Elenora  MacIntyre,  born,  Reynoldsbury,  Ohio,  July  11, 
1847,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Nixon  (Howard) 
McIntyre.  She  was  buried  at  Arlington,  New  Jersey. 
Child : 

KIRKE  WHITE  BEACH,  was  born,  December  21, 
1866.  He  married  at  Marysville,  Ohio,  October 
9,  1890,  Ella  Anna  Decker,  born,  Ostrander,  Ohio, 
October  28,  1867,  the  daughter  of  Leroy  and  Lu- 
cretia  (Winget)  Decker.  No  children. 

MONROVA  BEACH,  son  of  Monrova,  born,  December 
10,  1849,  was  a  Union  Soldier.  The  census  of  1870 
gives  “Monrova,  a  merchant  in  Plain  City,  aged  21; 
Sarah,  his  wife,  age  19.”  He  died,  October  7,  1879. 

AMARET  BEACH,  was  born,  January  20,  1851;  died, 
June  16,  1861. 

JAMES  DELMORE  BEACH,  was  born,  September  25, 
1854;  died,  December  6,  1874. 

Henry  Beach 

HENRY  BEACH,  the  second  child  of  Amos,  grandson  of 
Obil,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Vermont,  in  1813,  and  came 
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with  his  parents  to  Madison  County,  when  one  year  old.  He 
worked  on  his  father’s  farm.  In  1831,  when  he  was  eighteen, 
he  went  with  his  father  to  Union  County.  In  1834  he  married 
Christine  Perry,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  June  22,  1818. 

Henry  had  a  farm  adjoining  his  father’s  at  Jerome.  He 
gave  most  of  his  attention  to  farming,  yet  he  joined  his  father 
and  brothers  in  business  enterprises  at  Jerome.  He  and  his 
brother  Kilbourne  took  the  lead  in  founding  the  village  of 
Jerome  in  1846. 

He  died  in  1862,  age  48.  Christine,  age  55,  was  living  in 
1870,  with  a  family  in  Washington  Township,  Franklin  County. 

Henry’s  farm  home  was  nearly  a  mile  from  the  village.  In 
going  to  the  village  his  way  passed  my  home,  and  he  often 
stopped  to  visit.  My  recollection  of  him  is  not  clear,  but  he 
was  of  medium  height,  slender  and  frail.  He  had  the  ailment 
of  the  throat  that  the  children  seemed  to  inherit.  I  remember 
that  he  chewed  dry  licorice  root  to  soothe  his  throat.  He  gave 
me  pieces  of  it,  which  I  regarded  as  a  great  treat. 

Children : 

MARY  BEACH,  born  in  1836. 

ELIZA  BEACH  O’HARA  was  born  in  1838;  married 
William  O’Hara,  in  1859.  He  was  a  drummer  in  the 
Union  Army.  After  the  war  he  was  a  merchant  and 
postmaster  at  Jerome.  He  taught  me  to  play  the  snare 
drum,  and  we  had  a  life  and  drum  band  that  played  at 
picnics  and  celebrations.  About  1872,  they  moved  to 
Columbus,  Ohio.  The  census  of  1870  gives  “William 
O'Hara,  aged  33;  Eliza,  32.’'  Children: 

ADDIE  O’HARA. 

VIOLA  O’HARA. 

ERNEST  O’HARA. 

SARAH  BEACH,  daughter  of  Henry,  was  born  in  1842. 

CATHARINE  BEACH  LANGSTAFF  was  born  in 
1844.  She  married  James  Langstaf  about  1865.  They 
moved  to  Kalida,  Putnam  County,  Ohio. 
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WILLIAM  BEACH  was  born  in  1846.  He  was  a  Union 
Soldier,  and  was  wounded  in  the  neck.  He  was  the 
largest  Beach  at  Jerome,  tall  and  stalwart.  After  the 
war  he  married  Mary  Crawford ,  who  died  in  1876  or 
1877.  There  was  domestic  trouble  and  they  separated. 
His  second  wife  was  Mary  L.  Rimer,  who  died  in  1886. 
His  third  wife  was  Susan  Myers. 

CHARLES  BEACH  was  born,  May  12,  1848.  He  died 
February  20,  1865,  age  16.  The  family  then  lived  in 
the  old  Brinkerhoff  House  in  Jerome.  He  died  of 
lockjaw. 

EDNA  BEACH  EYER  was  born,  September  23,  1851, 
at  Jerome,  Ohio;  married  April  14,  1870,  at  Kalida, 
Ohio,  Jacob  Eyer,  who  was  born,  September  5,  1839, 
at  Fairfield,  Ohio,  and  died,  January  23,  1919,  at  Lima, 
Ohio.  Children: 

CLARA  EYER  CAMPBELL,  born  December  16, 
1870,  at  Kalida,  Ohio;  married -  Campbell. 

PERRY  EYER,  born,  February  21,  1871;  died,  Oc¬ 
tober  30,  1872. 

EDWARD  BEACH  was  born  in  1852.  Died  young. 

HARRIET  BEACH,  born  in  1854. 

Irene  Beach  Sherwood 

By  Doctor  William  Morrow  Beach. 

IRENE  BEACH,  the  third  child  of  Amos,  was  born  in  1815, 
in  Madison  County.  She  went  to  Union  County  with  her  father 
in  1831.  In  1832,  she  married  Andrew  Sherwood,  of  Canaan 
Township,  Madison  County,  and  they  went  there  to  start  their 
home.  They  were  an  odd  looking  couple.  He  was  small  with 
bushy  whiskers,  and  she  was  large.  More  than  all  the  other 
children,  she  resembled  her  father. 

With  my  parents,  I  visited  at  their  old  farm  several  times 
when  a  small  boy.  Two  things  at  their  home  impressed  my 
memory — they  kept  bees  and  had  lots  of  honey,  and  Aunt  Irene 
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made  cheese  like  her  mother  had  made  in  Vermont.  The  farm 
house  was  a  one-story  building,  with  many  rooms,  covering 
much  ground.  In  one  of  the  rooms  they  kept  the  bees.  The 
farm  was  one  of  the  best  in  Madison  County.  After  a  number 
of  years  they  let  their  older  boys  work  the  farm,  and  bought  a 
small  farm  for  a  home  adjoining  Plain  City,  on  the  southeast. 
By  1  875,  they  had  moved  to  a  house  in  Plain  City.  That  year, 
in  the  Fall,  I  rented  a  room  of  Aunt  Irene  and  went  to  a  pri¬ 
vate  school  kept  by  Doctor  Hunt.  They  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Plain  City,  where  she  died  in  1880,  age 
65.  He  died  several  years  later.  Children: 

DANIEL  SHERWOOD,  was  born  in  1833.  In  1854  he 
married  Chloe  Douglas.  Their  first  home  was  on  a 
farm  about  two  miles  from  Jerome,  Union  County.  In 
a  few  years  they  moved  to  a  farm  near  her  parents,  a 
few  miles  east  of  Amity,  in  Franklin  County.  She  died 
in  1868,  age  35.  In  1869  he  married  Amanda  Latham. 
They  moved  to  a  farm  a  few  miles  Southwest  of  Plain 
City.  I  worked  a  part  of  one  summer  for  him  on  that 
farm.  He  and  my  father  were  great  friends.  After 
the  death  of  my  father,  my  mother  often  went  to  him 
for  advice.  He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  died  at  home  in  1901,  age  68. 

SAMUEL  SHERWOOD  was  born,  1835.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  between  1855  and  1860.  I  do  not  know  whom  he 
married.  They  first  lived  on  a  farm  near  his  father’s 
in  Canaan  Township,  Madison  County,  and  I  went  with 
my  parents  there.  They  lived  in  a  log  house.  Hiev 
made  a  bed  for  me  on  the  floor  and  the  rats  ran  over 
the  bed  so  much  that  I  could  not  sleep.  Samuel,  with 
his  family,  moved  later  to  a  farm  near  Byhalis,  Union 
County.  I  remember  that  they  had  children,  but  I  can¬ 
not  trace  them. 

JUDITH  SHERWOOD  KILGORE  was  born  in  1837. 
She  married  a  Kilgore.  I  cannot  trace  the  family. 
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MARY  ANN  SHERWOOD  DOUGLAS  was  born  in 
1843.  She  married  Jed  Douglas  about  1861,  and  set¬ 
tled  near  Kalida,  Putnam  County.  They  had  one  son. 

SARAH  SHERWOOD  CONVERSE,  daughter  of  Irene 
Beach,  was  born  in  1844.  She  married  Sanford  Con-, 
verse,  son  of  Silas  Converse  and  his  fourth  wife,  Mrs. 
Diadama  (Phiney)  Converse,  about  1861.  They  lived 
in  Madison  County.  The  census  of  1870  gives  “San¬ 
ford,  a  farmer,  age  28;  Sarah  26;  Silas  7,  and  George 
2.”  Children: 

SILAS  DELMORE  CONVERSE  was  born,  August 
25,  1862;  married  in  Plain  City,  Ohio,  December 
25,  1883,  Mattie  J.  Freese,  who  was  born  near 
Plain  City,  Ohio,  February  14,  1865,  daughter  of 
Mauley  A.  and  Samantha  Freese.  Child: 

LEROY  CONVERSE,  born,  February  21,  1887.. 

GEORGE  A.  CONVERSE  was  born,  February, 
1868.  On  February  26,  1887,  at  Plain  City,  Ohio, 
he  married  Dessie  B.  Selser,  born,  September  5, 
1868.  She  was  the  second  daughter  of  Alansen 
and  Lovisa  (Hager)  Selser.  Child: 

EVA  ERNESTINE  CONVERSE,  born,  Rich- 
wood,  Ohio,  December  19,  1888. 

AMOS  SHERWOOD,  born,  1845;  married  Mary  — - , 

in  1866.  He  was  a  Union  Soldier.  They  lived  on  a 
farm  near  his  father’s  in  Canaan  Township,  and  I 
worked  for  him  a  while  one  fall.  Afterwards  they  kept 
a  hotel  in  Plain  City.  They  had  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
They  had  domestic  trouble  and  separated.  He  died  in 
Plain  City  about  1910,  age  75.  He  kept  a  hotel  in 
Plain  City. 

LAURA  SHERWOOD  SEYH  was  born  in  1848;  mar¬ 
ried  a  Mr.  Slyh,  a  carriage  maker.  They  lived  in  Plain 
City  a  while,  then  moved  to  Columbus,  Ohio. 
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KILBOURNE  SHERWOOD  was  born  in  1850.  He 
married  and  lived  for  a  while  on  his  father’s  old  farm 
in  Canaan  Township,  Ohio. 

CHARLES  SHERWOOD  was  born  in  1852.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Mollie  - .  He  was  a  livery  man.  They  lived 

in  Plain  City. 

Kilbourne  Beach 

KILBOURNE  BEACH,  the  fourth  child  of  Amos,  was  born 
in  Madison  County  on  December  12,  1819,  and  went  with  his 

father  to  Jerome  in  1831.  He  married  Margaret - in  1839. 

She  was  born,  February  18,  1818,  and  died,  October  1,  1854, 
at  the  age  of  35.  He  gave  much  of  his  time  to  managing  a 
general  store  at  Jerome.  He  and  his  brother  Henry  laid  out 
the  village  of  Jerome  in  1846.  On  occasions  of  picnics  and 
celebrations  he  was  nearly  always  selected  to  be  Marshal  of 
the  Day.  He  died  in  1850,  age  31. 

Children : 

CHESTER  BEACH  was  born  in  1840.  He  was  living 
in  1860,  but  died  soon  afterwards. 

JOSEPH  BEACH  was  born  in  1842  at  Plain  City,  Ohio. 
He  was  a  Union  Soldier  in  the  30th  Ohio  Regiment 
over  three  years.  He  was  a  Carpenter.  He  was  a  fine 
looking  man  and  like  his  father  made  an  ideal  Marshal 
of  the  Day.  In  1865,  he  married  Ella  Collier.  They 
lived  first  in  Jerome,  then  in  Plain  City,  where  he  died. 
She  is  now  (1927)  living  in  Parsons,  Kansas,  with  her 
children.  The  census  of  1870  gives  “Joseph,  a  carpen¬ 
ter  living  in  Jerome,  age  28;  Ella,  age  20”;  and  their 
children : 

GEORGE  BEACH,  4. 

FLORA  BEACH,  2. 

AMOS  BEACH  was  born  in  1845.  He  was  a  Union 
Soldier  in  the  30th  Ohio  Regiment,  over  three  years. 
In  1866,  he  married  Laura  Dixon.  They  lived  first  in 
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Jerome,  then  moved  to  Plain  City,  where  he  died.  The 
census  of  1870  gives  “Amos,  a  carpenter,  living  in  Je¬ 
rome,  age  25;  Laura  26”;  and  their  children: 

ANNA  BEACH,  2  years. 

FRED  BEACH,  6  months. 

Horace  Beach 

HORACE,  the  fifth  child  of  Amos,  was  born  in  Madison 
County  in  1822.  When  nine  years  old,  he  came  to  Jerome  with 
his  father’s  family.  He  married  Candace  Converse  in  1842. 
He  was  a  Union  Soldier,  serving  three  years  in  the  30th  Ohio 
Regiment.  They  lived  in  Jerome  until  1869,  when  they  moved 
to  Kalida,  Putnam  County,  where  they  died  and  are  buried. 

He  was  my  favorite  uncle.  When  he  returned  from  the  war, 
he  let  me  take  his  sword  to  my  home.  I  hung  it  at  the  head  of 
my  bed,  when  I  did  not  have  it  on,  prancing  around  the  room. 
After  my  father’s  death,  he  came  back  to  visit  at  Jerome  in 
1871.  By  his  request,  my  mother  let  me  go  home  with  him  to 
Kalida  for  the  summer.  I  have  sat  many  an  hour  watching 
him  at  work  at  his  shoemaker’s  bench.  The  last  pair  of  hand¬ 
made  shoes  that  I  ever  had,  he  made  and  gave  to  me  at  Kalida. 
in  1871.  The  census  for  Union  County,  1860,  gives  “Horace, 
shoemaker,  age  38;  Candace  37;  Judith  15;  Florilla  13.” 

Children : 

JUDITH  BEACH  was  born  in  1845  and  was  never 
married. 

tLORILLA  BEACH  WELLS,  born  in  1847,  married 
Marvel  Wells.  They  moved  to  Kalida  in  1869. 

Ambrose  Beach 

AMBROSE  BEACH,  the  sixth  child  of  Amos  Beach,  was 
born  in  Darby  Township,  Madison  County,  in  1826.  In  1831, 
when  five  years  old,  he  came  with  his  father’s  family  to  Jerome. 
In  May,  1846,  he  married  Ruth  Green.  They  lived  first  at 
Jerome,  but,  in  1850,  they  were  living  in  Delaware,  Ohio.  They 
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moved  back  to  Jerome  before  1860.  He  and  his  brother  Amos, 
my  father,  worked  together  as  carpenters  and  cabinet  makers, 
for  years.  I  knew  Uncle  Ambrose’s  family  better  than  any 
others  of  my  father’s  relatives.  He  had  his  home  on  a  few 
acres  adjoining  the  village. 

My  father's  home  place  adjoined  his  brother's.  Both  their 
home  places  had  been  a  part  of  their  father’s  farm.  The 
houses  were  so  close  that  I  played  often  with  Uncle  Ambrose's 
children.  They  took  a  paper  called  “The  Chimney  Corner,'’ 
that  I  read  as  much  as  they  did.  During  the  War,  Uncle  Am¬ 
brose  made  me  a  fife.  About  1868,  he  moved  to  Plain  City, 
and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  He  was  the  only  one  of 
his  father’s  children,  except  Irene,  that  lived  to  be  over  fifty- 
five  years  old.  He  died  in  Plain  City  in  1903,  age  77.  His 
wife  died  about  the  same  time. 

Children : 

MISSOURI  JANE  BEACH  WrALKER  was  born  in 
1847.  She  married  Orlando  Walker.  Their  home  was 
in  Franklin  County,  west  of  Hilliard.  I  visited  them 
once  at  their  farm  home. 

Ernest  Beach  writes: 

“JEFFERSON  MONROE  BEACH  was  born  in  1849. 
He  married  Maria  Walker  about  1870.  She  was  born 
in  1848.  They  first  lived  in  Franklin  County,  near  Hil¬ 
liard,  where  he  followed  the  carpenter  trade.  After 
the  war,  they  moved  to  Plain  City,  where  he  succeeded 
his  father  in  the  lumber  business.  He  died  in  Plain  City 
in  1922,  aged  about  75.  His  wife  died  in  1920.  He 
was  seven  years  older  than  I,  but  we  were  together  much 
in  our  early  lives.  In  1874,  I  stayed  for  a  short  time 
at  his  home  in  Franklin  County,  and  worked  with  him 
in  building  a  neighbor’s  house.  Children: 

“ERNEST  BEACH,  son  of  Jefferson  M.  and  Marie 
Walker  Beach,  was  born,  October  30th,  1870,  at 
Brown  Township,  Franklin  County,  Ohio.  He  went 

112 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  POSTERITY  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


across  the  field  to  a  one-room  country  school,  and 
between  the  ages  of  16  and  18,  went  to  the  Ohio 
Normal  University,  at  Ada,  Ohio. 

“In  the  fall  of  1888,  we  were  called  home  by  his 
father  and  put  to  work  in  his  father’s  lumber  yard 
at  Plain  City,  Ohio.  On  reporting  for  work,  he 
was  taken  into  the  office  and  told  to  keep  the  books. 
Knowing  nothing  about  bookkeeping,  he  begged  to 
be  allowed  to  attend  a  Commercial  College,  and 
was  told  to  go  see  a  friend  of  his  father’s,  who 
gave  Ernest  a  30-minute  talk  on  how  to  keep  a  set 
of  Country  store  books.  For  about  sixteen  years, 
Ernest  kept  the  books  country  store  style.  The 
lumber  yard  was  then  sold  to  a  Mr.  Jones  from 
old  Virginia.  Mr.  Jones  was  an  expert  Double 
Entry  bookkeeper  and  so  kept  the  Lumber  Yard 
records.  After  two  years,  Mr.  Jones  sold  the  yard 
back  to  the  Beaches. 

“Ernest  was  once  more  the  office  manager  and 
bookkeeper.  Using  the  books  of  Mr.  Jones  as 
copy  book,  a  set  of  double  entry  books  were  opened 
up  and  for  several  years,  Ernest  kept  books  as 
books  should  be  kept. 

“In  the  meantime,  the  yard  was  made  more  of 
a  family  affair.  W.  E.  Chandler,  husband  of 
Glennie  Irene,  sister  of  Ernest,  and  brother  of 
Henry  B.,  were  employed  in  the  yard,  afterwards 
being  made  partners,  on  the  retiring  of  Jefferson 
M.,  in  1918.  The  firm  name  was  changed  from 
‘J.  M.  Beach  and  Son’  to  ‘Beach-Chandler  Com¬ 
pany.’  This  Company  is  still  doing  business  in 
March,  1936.  It  was  started  by  Ambrose  Beach 
about  the  year  1880.  It  went  from  Ambrose  to 
Jefferson  M.,  and  from  Jefferson  M.,  to  his  sons 
and  son-in-law. 
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“This  Beach  family,  from  Ambrose  on,  were 
natural  born  builders  and  hewers  of  wood,  instinc¬ 
tively  planners  of  homes,  happy  in  supplying  the 
community  in  building  advice  as  well  as  with  build¬ 
ing  materials.  This  living  generation  of  the  Am¬ 
brose  and  Jefferson  M.  Beach  family  owe  to  their 
forbears  a  religious  training  that  had  for  its  prin¬ 
cipal  tenet,  HONESTY,  in  all  your  dealings  with 
your  fellow-man. 

“Ernest  became  a  member  of  the  Big  Darby 
Baptist  Church  in  1888;  a  member  of  Urania 
Lodge,  No.  311,  F.  A.  M.,  Plain  City,  Ohio,  in 
1892;  was  Master  of  the  lodge  in  1899.  He  is  a 
Thirty-second  Degree  Scottish  Rite  Mason,  Scito 
Consistory,  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  a  member  of 
Aladdin  Temple  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  is  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Beach  Family  Association. 

Ernest  married  Klla  Wilson,  February  2nd, 
1892,  a  daughter  of  William  Wilson,  a  first 
cousin  of  Aunt  Lucy  Wfilson  Beach,  mother  of  our 
beloved  Mary  Beach  Bidwell. 

No  children  were  born  to  this  union. 

“BESSIE  BEACH  BRADLEY,  twin,  born  in  1873; 
married  July  12,  1911,  to  Andrew  Bradley. 

HENRY  B.  BEACH,  twin,  born  in  1873,  married 
Sarah  Ann  Ahriver  in  1906.  She  died  in  1918. 
Henry  B.  Beach  is  living  in  Plain  City,  Ohio. 
Children : 

“KATHLEEN  ELIZABETH  BEACH  MAD¬ 
DOX,  born  in  1907,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Ohio 
State  University.  She  married  Professor 
-\  otley  Maddox  in  1931.  They  are  now  living 
in  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  Professor  Maddox 
is  a  teacher  at  the  Ohio  State  University. 

“MILDRED  BEACH  CROTHERS  was  born 
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in  1909.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  Ohio  State 
University.  In  1933  she  married  Walter 
Crothers,  and  they  are  now  living  in  Logan, 
West  Virginia. 

“CHARLES  BRUCE  BEACH  was  born  in 
1914,  and  is  a  graduate  of  Plain  City  High 
School,  and  Bliss  Business  School  in  Columbus, 
Ohio.  He  is  now  employed  in  the  office  of 
Beach-Chandler  Company,  Plain  City,  Ohio, 
where  he  is  learning  the  Lumber  business  as 
office  boy  and  bookkeeper,  making  the  fourth 
generation  of  Beaches  in  the  same  business  in 
the  same  place.” 

ELLIE  BEACH  was  born  in  1876,  and  died  in  1878. 

TOMMY  BEACH  was  born  in  1878,  and  died  in 

1879. 

GLENNIE  IRENE  BEACH  CHANDLER  was 
born  in  1880,  and  died  in  1928.  On  May  3,  1903, 
she  married  W .  E.  Chandler,  who  is  now  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Beach-Chandler  Lumber  Company. 

ELOISE  IRENE  BEACH  DOMINY,  daughter  of  Am¬ 
brose  Beach,  was  born  in  1852.  She  married  Daniel 
Dominy ,  and  they  lived  and  died  in  Plain  city  in  1922. 
They  had  one  daughter. 

EMMA  BEACH  was  born  in  1859,  and  died  in  her  youth. 

MARSHALL  BEACH  was  born  in  1861,  and  died  in  his 
youth. 

FRANK  BEACH  was  born  in  1867.  He  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  and  was  a  telegrapher  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He 
married  Cora  Ingle,  who  died  in  1908.  Frank  died  in 

1923. 


Julany  Beach  Baird 

JULANY  BEACH  BAIRD,  the  seventh  child  of  Amos 
Beach,  was  born  in  Madison  County,  June  14,  1830. 
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She  was  one  year  old  when  they  moved  to  Jerome.  She 
married  Josiah  Baird  in  1847,  and  died  on  September  10,  1850, 
age  20. 

Child: 

WILLIAM  BAIRD. 

Amos  Beach 

By  Reverend  Emery  C.  Beach. 

AMOS  II,  my  father,  was  the  eighth  and  last  child  of  Amos. 
He  was  born,  November  27,  1831,  the  year  his  father  moved 
to  Jerome.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Jerome, 
and  at  the  Otterbein  University  at  Westerville.  He  gave  spe¬ 
cial  attention  to  the  study  of  medicine,  for  a  short  time,  but  the 
suffering  of  the  sick  unnerved  him,  and  so  he  gave  up  the  pro¬ 
fession.  After  he  quit  the  practice  of  medicine  he  worked  at 
the  carpenter  trade  in  summer,  and  taught  school  in  winter.  He 
began  teaching  when  about  eighteen,  and  taught  in  almost  every 
school  in  his  neighborhood.  The  last  school  that  he  taught  was 
in  1867-1868,  in  the  Churchman  District,  Franklin  County,  a 
fewr  miles  east  of  Amity.  He  wTas  selected  to  read  the  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Independence  at  nearly  every  Fourth  of  July  celebra¬ 
tion  at  Jerome. 

He  was  commissioned  by  Governor  Chase,  First  Lieutenant 
of  the  “Union  Blues,”  a  military  organization  at  Jerome.  I 
now  have  that  Commission  of  the  Governor’s  and  several  of  my 
father's  School  Certificates.  He  could  not  pass  the  physical 
requirements  for  service  in  the  Union  Army,  and  suffered  much 
from  sick  headaches  in  his  later  life. 

He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  serving 
as  Sunday  School  Superintendent  and  Class  Leader.  I  have 
the  Cl  ass  Book  that  he  used  in  1852,  when  he  was  only  twenty 
years  old. 

In  1852  he  married  Rachel  A.  Frederick.  Her  father  and 
mother  came  from  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia,  to  Jerome, 
as  pioneers,  about  the  time  the  Beaches  did.  The  Fredericks 

116 


AMOS  BEACH  II 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  POSTERITY  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


were  active  in  organizing  the  Methodist  Church  at  Jerome.  My 
father  bought  of  his  father,  thirteen  acres  of  land  adjoining 
the  village ;  on  which  he  built  with  his  own  hands,  a  house  and 
barn,  and  cleared  about  three  acres  of  the  woods  for  a  garden 
and  orchard.  He  made  nearly  all  the  furniture  with  which 
they  went  to  housekeeping.  I  have  a  beautiful  stand  of  cherry 
wood  which  he  made.  My  father  died,  September,  1868,  age 
37.  My  mother  died,  January,  1924,  age  89.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  over  eighty  years.  They  are 
buried  side  by  side  in  the  old  Pioneer  Cemetery  at  Jerome. 

Their  children  were  : 

ELLA  BEACH  PRESTON  was  born,  December  28, 
1852.  She  was  fourteen  when  her  father  died.  When 
fifteen,  she  taught  one  term  of  school,  then  married 
Laomi  Preston.  Ella  died  in  Stoutland,  Missouri,  May 
1,  1919,  age  67.  They  had  two  children,  who  both  died 
young. 

ROLLAND  PRESTON. 

GLENNA  PRESTON. 

EMERY  BEACH  (Reverend  Emery  C.  Beach),  the  au¬ 
thor  of  these  notes,  was  born,  May  10,  1856. 

About  fifty  years  ago,  through  a  letter  written  me  by 
Honorable  William  M.  Beach,  of  London,  Ohio,  I  be¬ 
came  interested  in  the  family  history.  I  have  visited 
the  places  where  they  lived,  delved  into  the  old  records, 
and  tried  to  find  their  graves.  The  graves  of  John  (3), 
and  Amos,  (4),  are  to  be  seen  in  East  Street  Cemetery, 
Goshen.  The  graves  of  Obil  (5)  and  his  son  Amos  (6) 
are  to  be  seen  side  by  side  in  a  little  old  cemetery  in  the 
southern  edge  of  Plain  City,  Ohio. 

My  grandfather  Amos  died  in  1877,  aged  92.  My 
father  was  born  in  1831.  He  died  in  1868,  age  37. 
When  he  died  I  was  12  years  old. 

From  1868  to  1875,  I  worked  for  neighboring  farm¬ 
ers  to  help  support  my  mother  and  four  sisters.  I  be- 
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gan  teaching  school  when  I  was  19  years  old.  From 
1875  to  1885,  I  was  teaching  school  and  attending  the 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University.  While  there  I  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christomathian  Literary  Society  and  a  char¬ 
ter  member  of  the  Delta  Tau  Delta  Greek  Fraternity. 
I  graduated  at  the  University  in  the  class  of  1883. 

In  1885,  I  went  to  Kansas  and  entered  the  Methodist 
Ministry  in  the  Southwest  Kansas  Conference.  I  served 
pastorates  at  Goddard,  Belle  Blains,  Pratt,  Wichita, 
Newton,  and  Winfield.  I  served  as  Presiding  Elder  of 
the  Newton  District  for  six  years.  I  was  secretary  of 
my  conference  fifteen  years.  My  conference  elected  me 
four  times  as  a  representative  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  In  the  General  Conference  at  Chicago,  1904,  and 
at  Los  Angeles,  1908,  I  served  as  one  of  the  Assistant 
Secretaries.  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Southwest  Kansas  College  and  of  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University.  The  Southwest  Kansas  College 
sent  me  as  their  representative  to  the  Semi-Centennial 
of  Baker  University,  where  I  was  given  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  In  1910,  I  transferred 
to  the  North  East  Ohio  Conference,  and  served  a  pas¬ 
torate  at  Willoughby,  Ohio.  In  1913,  I  retired  from 
the  active  ministry  and  came  to  St.  Petersburg,  Florida. 
Here,  in  my  home,  I  spend  most  of  my  time. 

In  1882,  I  married  Metta  C.  Stimmel ,  of  Lockburne, 
Ohio. 

We  have  two  children: 

DONALD  E.  BEACH,  is  a  graduate  of  Ohio  Wes¬ 
leyan  University,  and  now  is  Vice  President  of  the 
American  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  of  St.  Peters¬ 
burg.  He  married  Estella  Strother,  of  Winfield, 
Kansas.  They  have  one  child: 

BETTINA  BEACH,  who  is  in  college  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C. 
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PAUL  AMOS  BEACH  is  a  graduate  of  the  South¬ 
ern  School  of  Pharmacy,  of  Atlanta,  Georgia.  He 
married  Edith  Hall,  of  Milton  Center,  Ohio.  He 
is  now  manager  of  Beach’s  Pharmacy  in  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  Florida.  Child: 

SARA  BEACH. 

MARTHA  BEACH  McKITTRICK,  daughter  of  Amos 
Beach  II,  was  born,  March  30,  1859.  She  married  in 
1882,  John  M cKittrick,  of  Ohio.  They  live  now  near 
West  Mansfield,  Ohio.  They  have  one  child: 

BEACH  McKITTRICK,  who  married  Emily  Clark , 
of  Milford  Center,  Ohio.  They  now  live  in  Marys¬ 
ville,  Ohio,  and  have  two  children: 

THELMA  LOIS  McKITTRICK. 

CLARK  McKITTRICK. 

MARY  BEACH  ANDREWS  was  born,  November  5, 
1861.  On  November  25,  1880,  she  married  Daniel 
Hugh  Andrews,  who  was  born,  June  27,  1858.  They 
lived  near  Jerome.  Children  : 

STANLEY  ANDREWS  was  born,  February  1, 
1882,  and  died,  February  1  1,  1889. 

FREDERICK  HUGH  ANDREWS  was  born  Au¬ 
gust  22,  1883,  and  graduated  from  the  Ohio  Wes¬ 
leyan  University.  He  is  in  business  in  Springfield, 
Ohio.  He  married,  June  10,  1913,  Grace  Ball. 
Child: 

CHARLES  RICHARD  ANDREWS,  born, 
July  19,  1915. 

DELPHIA  ANDREWS  STEVENS  was  born,  Au¬ 
gust  1,  1885;  married  David  L.  Stevens,  March 
19,  1903.  He  was  born,  May  13,  18  72.  They 
have  two  children : 

DANIEL  MARSHALL  STEVENS,  born, 
March  17,  1906;  married,  July  2,  1927,  to 
Viola  JVolpert,  born,  June  27,  1906. 
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MABEL  ISALON  STEVENS,  born,  March  12, 
1910. 

EMERY  ANDREWS,  born,  July  30,  1887;  died, 
March  25,  1918.  Married  Mary  Sonder.  Children: 

JERRY  ANDREWS. 

RUBY  ANDREWS. 

MATILDA  BEACH  AVERY,  daughter  of  Amos  Beach 
II,  was  born  in  1865,  and  married  Amos  Avery,  of  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio.  He  is  now  President  of  the  American 
Bank  and  Trust  Company,  of  St.  Petersburg,  Florida, 
where  they  reside.  They  have  no  children. 
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Uri  Beach 

By  Doctor  William  Morrow  Beach. 

URI  BEACH,  my  father,  was  born,  December  7,  1789,  at 
New  Haven,  Vermont.  In  1812,  when  he  was  23  years  old  he 
came  to  Ohio  all  the  way  on  foot  and  probably  alone.  His 
father  who  was  in  comfortable  circumstances,  desired  him  to 
take  three  or  four  hundred  dollars,  but  this  he  declined  doing. 
He  fixed  up  a  little  “kit”  of  needles,  pins,  and  so  forth,  such 
articles  of  luxury  and  necessity  as  people  in  the  new  country 
would  be  most  likely  to  want  to  purchase  or  to  take  in  exchange 
for  their  hospitality  to  an  emigrant. 

Arriving  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  his  funds  were  about  exhausted. 
He  was  stopping  at  a  tavern,  and  was  informed  by  the  propri¬ 
etor  that  a  man  was  building  a  dam  half  a  mile  away  and 
wanted  a  hand  at  one  dollar  a  day.  He  went  down  and  hired 
for  three  days,  working  most  of  the  time  in  deep  water  and 
boarding  at  the  tavern.  At  the  end  of  three  days,  he  got  his 
good  three  dollars,  and  when  he  came  to  settle  his  board  bill 
he  was  charged  seventy-five  cents  a  day.  With  his  seventy-five 
cents  left  from  his  three  days’  work,  he  started,  somewhat 
vexed,  but  not  discouraged,  for  Marietta,  Ohio,  down  on  the 
Ohio  River. 

He  reached  there  much  fatigued,  and  stopped  overnight  with 
a  farmer  two  miles  from  town.  In  the  morning  he  closed  a 
contract  with  the  farmer  to  make  his  apples  into  cider  “on 
halves.”  Orchards  near  Marietta  were  not  uncommon  then,  as 
that  was  the  point  of  the  first  white  settlement  in  Ohio,  and  had 
been  settled  since  1788,  or  for  twenty-four  years.  He  made 
four  barrels  of  cider,  and  putting  the  two  of  his  own  into  the 
old  farmer’s  skiff,  he  pulled  down  to  the  village  to  sell  it  out  at 
retail.  This  he  succeeded  in  doing,  as  there  was  a  detachment 
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of  soldiers  quartered  there.  Some  kind  of  fight  was  “kicked 
up”  just  about  the  time  he  had  one  of  his  barrels  emptied,  and 
to  avoid  the  row,  he  pulled  down  the  stream  about  a  mile  and 
tied  up  to  some  willows  for  the  night.  By  morning  his  remain¬ 
ing  barrel  was  “fizzing”  and  sparkling  at  the  bunghole  like  a 
barrel  of  Champagne.  “Upon  this  hint  he  spake!”  He  divided 
the  cider  equally  between  the  two  barrels  and  then  replaced  the 
vacuum  with  river  water.  He  pulled  up  to  the  village  again  and 
soon  had  all  sold  out,  and  was  back  to  the  farmhouse  before 
dinner. 

He  obtained  the  farmer’s  consent  to  let  him  have  the  seeds 
in  the  pomace  at  the  press.  He  washed  out  about  half  a 
bushel  of  seeds,  and,  adding  this  additional  weight  to  his  old 
“pack,”  he  struck  a  beeline  for  the  newly  laid  out  town  of 
Worthington,  Ohio,  near  the  center  of  the  state.  To  reach 
there  he  had  to  do  again  as  he  had  done  on  his  route  to  Mari¬ 
etta — improvise  rafts  when  he  came  to  unfordable  streams,  and 
strap  himself  in  the  tree  tops  at  night  to  save  himself  from 
being  devoured  by  wolves. 

Arriving  at  Worthington,  he  put  up  at  Col.  Kilbourne’s  tav¬ 
ern,  and  the  next  morning — as  winter  was  already  approaching 
— he  contracted  with  Col.  Kilbourne  to  make  a  lot  of  shingles. 
They  were  found  to  be  ready  sale,  and  he  put  in  the  entire 
winter  at  that  business. 

In  the  spring  of  1813,  he  leased  a  piece  of  ground  and  planted 
a  part  of  his  apple  seeds,  and  in  the  following  spring  he  leased 
another  piece  of  ground  in  Darby  Township,  Madison  County, 
Ohio,  and  planted  more  of  his  apple  seeds. 

One  summer  day,  about  1815,  as  he  was  on  foot,  and  was 
passing  a  vine-covered  and  very  small  cottage  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  two  miles  below  Yv  orthington,  a  violent  storm  of  wind 
and  rain  came  up.  To  save  himself  a  thorough  drenching,  he 
had  to  take  shelter  in  the  cottage,  where  a  young  widow  was 
then  living.  This  was  his  first  introduction.  Shortly  after  this, 
a  child  in  the  neighborhood  sickened  and  died,  and  again  he 
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met  the  widow  where  each  had  come  to  speak  “a  word  of  com¬ 
mon  comfort  to  the  bereaved.” 

An  inscrutable  Providence  on  the  night  of  2nd  of  April, 
1814,  had  caused  the  young  widow’s  husband,  Nathan  Gorham, 
while  attending  a  saw  mill  alone,  to  slip  through  the  loosely 
laid  floor,  and  to  die  unnoticed  in  the  whirling  water  of  the 
dark  flume  below,  near  where  the  widow’s  cottage  stood.  But 
the  same  inscrutable  Providence  that  had  cast  her  husband  into 
the  dark  flume  on  that  dark  and  dismal  night,  now,  through 
the  agency  of  the  angry  elements  and  an  opportune  rain  storm, 
and  the  melancholy  affliction  of  a  neighbor’s  family,  raised  up 
for  her  another  lover  and  a  second  husband. 

There  was,  in  fact,  an  eternal  fitness  in  the  matter,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  warnings  he  received  from  the  self-constituted 
guardians  of  that  country  society,  admonishing  him  to  “bevare 
of  the  vidders,”  for  she  was  a  vivacious  blond  of  twenty-six, 
and  he  was  a  substantial  but  homeless  bachelor  about  the  same 
age.  She  was  Hannah  Noble,  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Seth 
Noble,  and  was  descended  from  Thomas  Noble,  admitted  an 
inhabitant  of  Boston,  January  5,  1653. 

They  were  married,  September  1,  1816.  He  had,  in  1814, 
selected  Darby  Township,  Madison  County,  Ohio,  as  his  per¬ 
manent  residence,  although  his  time  had  been  alternated  be¬ 
tween  the  two  points  where  he  was  cultivating  his  nurseries. 
After  marriage,  he  built  a  house  on  the  farm  he  had  been  hold¬ 
ing  under  lease  in  Darby  Township,  and  took  his  wife  and  her 
two  daughters,  Betsey  and  Belinda  Gorham,  over  there,  and 
where  all  thereafter  lived  happy  and  noble,  and  good  Christian 
lives  until  they  died. 

Uri  Beach  became  prosperous  with  his  nurseries,  and,  in  1817, 
when  his  father’s  family  came  on  from  Vermont,  they  length¬ 
ened  out  the  log  house,  and  his  father,  mother,  and  all  his  un¬ 
married  brothers  and  sister  (Roswell,  Irene,  Obil  Jr.,  and  Oren) 
became  members  of  his  family. 

His  father  had  the  misfortune  of  having  a  wife  who  had 
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been  insane,  a  part  of  the  time,  since  her  twins,  Obil  and  Oren, 
were  born,  and  for  consideration  of  a  life  support  for  himself 
and  his  wife,  he  surrendered  to  Uri  all  his  money  (about 
$4,000),  securing  the  fulfillment  of  the  contract  by  a  lien  on 
the  Darby  Township  farm,  which  he  had  already  bought  from 
Walter  and  Ann  Mary  Dunn.  The  deed  is  dated  in  1818. 

In  the  year  1818,  Uri  built  a  saw  mill  in  Canaan  Town¬ 
ship,  and,  in  the  same  year,  built  a  frame  barn  on  the  Darby 
Township  farm.  This  was  the  first  frame  barn  built  in  Madi¬ 
son  County.  It  is  said  that  every  nail  used  in  the  construction 
of  this  barn  (size  36x42  feet)  was  a  wrought  nail  made  by  a 
blacksmith  on  an  anvil,  and  the  lumber  had  been  hauled  the 
previous  winter  from  Dublin  by  his  brother  Roswell. 

In  the  year  1823,  he  built  a  woolen  factory  near  his  saw  mill, 
where  all  the  processes  of  manufacture  from  raw  material  were 
carried  on,  and  which  was  the  first  woolen  factory  in  this  part 
of  Ohio.  All  the  cards,  and  all  the  inside  machinery  were 
brought  from  New  England,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  way 
on  lkpack  horses. ”  During  the  busier  part  of  the  year  this 
factory  ran  forty  hands. 

Around  his  factory  and  saw  mill,  Uri  built  several  comfort¬ 
able  houses,  in  one  of  which  his  brother  Ambrose  lived  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  Ambrose,  Roswell,  Obil  and  Oren  were  all  hands 
in  the  factory.  In  1830,  in  conjunction  with  his  brother,  Dr. 
Lorenzo,  who  had  located,  in  partnership  with  Dr.  James  Com¬ 
stock,  in  1823,  near  the  factory  as  medical  practitioners,  he 
“laid  o ff 7 ?  the  town  of  Amity,  although,  to  this  day,  the  Post 
Office  is  called  West  Canaan.  In  the  same  year,  or  possibly 
prior,  he  built  himself  a  large  and  commodious  house,  which 
was  considered  a  very  imposing  structure,  having  a  dining  room 
16x32  feet,  and  which  was  generally  comfortably  filled  with 
family  and  guests. 

He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  a  zealous  worker  in  the  cause  of  temperance. 
For  years  he  carried  a  pledge  book  in  his  pocket  and  made  a 
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practice  of  soliciting  signatures  of  all  new  acquaintances.  He 
was  a  Sabbath  School  Superintendent,  as  early  as  1828,  and  1 
have  the  bill  of  books  bought  for  that  purpose,  of  Isaac  N. 
Whiting,  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  that  year.  He  was  ambitious  for 
an  education  for  his  children,  and  a  subscription  paper,  which 
I  now  hold,  shows  him  to  have  been  the  largest  subscriber  for 
the  support  of  the  school  of  any  man  on  the  list.  He  was  dili¬ 
gent  in  business,  magnanimous,  liberal  and  charitable.  What 
more  need  be  said  of  any  man? 

He  died,  January  11,  1832,  at  his  home  in  Amity,  Madison 
County,  Ohio,  of  pneumonia,  age  forty-three,  and  Hannah,  his 
wife,  died  there,  November  17,  1854,  aged  sixty-five. 

Children : 

Elizabeth  Beach,  born,  May  25,  1817. 

Mary  Beach,  born,  April  19,  1819. 

Hannah  Beach,  born,  February  5,  1821. 

Malona  Beach,  born,  April  17,  1823. 

Uri  Beach,  born,  January  13,  1826. 

Dr.  John  Noble  Beach,  born,  January  29,  1829. 

Dr.  William  Morrow  Beach,  born,  May  10,  1831. 

Reverend  Emery  Beach  stated: 

“Like  all  new  countries,  the  majority  of  the  settlers  followed 
agricultural  pursuits.  But  time  soon  developed  their  wants  and 
necessities.  Consequently,  some  must  turn  their  attention  to 
other  occupations  in  order  to  supply  the  wants  and  demands  of 
the  people. 

“Among  the  first  to  make  this  sacrifice,  and  labor  for  the  good 
of  the  people  in  building  up  the  country  in  which  they  lived,  was 
Uri  Beach.  The  first  enterprise  that  attracted  his  attention 
was  the  erection  of  a  Saw  Mill.  There  was  but  one  mill  of 
this  kind  in  this  part  of  the  county,  which  was  the  Saeger  Mill, 
farther  above  on  the  Darby,  near  the  border  of  Union  County. 
At  that  time  the  people  were  compelled  to  live  in  houses  with 
puncheon  floors;  some,  however,  had  no  floors  at  all  except 
mother  earth.  In  view  of  this  condition  of  things,  he  deter- 
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mined  upon  the  erection  of  his  mill,  and  though  remonstrated 
against  by  his  ‘better  half,’  yet  he  proceeded.  He  selected  a 
site  on  what  is  now  called  Finch  Run,  which  crosses  the  lower 
pike  just  above  Jacob  Taylor's,  and  here  he  built  the  mill,  which 
proved  such  a  blessing  to  this  community. 

“Mr.  Beach  soon  saw  another  great  want  to  facilitate  the  do¬ 
mestic  operations  in  clothing  the  families,  and  rendering  them 
comfortable  during  the  winter  months.  Among  the  early  set¬ 
tlers,  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods  for  the  family  was  a 
tedious  operation,  especially  in  preparing  the  wool  of  the  sheep 
for  spinning.  Before  this,  the  latter  operation  was  performed 
by  hand  with  what  was  called  a  pair  of  ‘hand  cards.’  This 
operation  was  exceedingly  slow  and  laborious.  Something  to 
facilitate  the  labor  of  carding  was  the  great  want  of  the  people, 
for  the  operation  of  spinning  and  weaving  was  only  of  second¬ 
ary  consideration.  A  woman  that  did  not  know  how  to  spin 
and  weave  was  not  considered  at  all  qualified  for  matrimony. 

“Although  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  putting  up  machinery 
of  any  kind  were  great,  the  principal  difficulty  was  the  transpor¬ 
tation  of  materials  necessary  for  enterprises  of  this  kind  over 


The  Ancestry  of  Hannah  Noble 

Thomas  Noble  was  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  largest  family  in  the 
United  States  bearing  the  name  of  Noble.  He  was  born  as  early  as  1632, 
probably  somewhere  in  England.  He  died  in  Wethersfield,  Massachusetts, 
January  20,  1704,  at  least  72  years  old.  He  married,  November  1,  1660, 
Hannah  Warriner,  born  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  August  17,  1643,  the 
only  daughter  of  William  and  Joanna  (Scant)  Warriner. 

Thomas  (2)  was  born  at  Springfield,  January  14,  1666,  and  married 
Elizabeth  Dewey,  December  19,  1695.  He  died  at  Westfield,  Massachusetts, 
July  29,  1750.  Elizabeth  Dewey  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Constant 
(Hawes)  Dewey. 

Thomas  (3)  Noble  was  born,  September  10,  1696,  and  married,  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1722,  Sarah  Root,  born  in  Wethersfield,  Massachusetts,  March  9, 
1702.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Stebbins)  Root. 

Reverend  Seth  Noble,  born  in  Westfield,  Massachusetts,  April  15,  1743, 
died  in  Franklinton,  now  Columbus,  Ohio,  September  15,  1807.  He  mar¬ 
ried  first,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Palmer)  Barker,  born 
in  Rowley,  Massachusetts,  February  19,  1759,  and  died  in  Bangor,  Maine, 
June  16,  1790. 

Hannah  Noble,  born,  September  11,  1789,  married  first,  Nathan  Gor¬ 
ham,  and  second,  Uri  Beach,  f  Vl,  (‘H  (,  ^  «.  . M  a  Cv  (jH 
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great  distances,  but  Mr.  Beach  was  in  possession  of  the  Yankee 
ingenuity  so  peculiar  to  the  New  Englanders,  and  that  gave  him 
some  advantage  in  an  undertaking  like  this.  The  site  selected 
for  his  carding  machine  was  just  below  his  saw  mill,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  using  the  water  of  Finch  Run  for  power,  but 
because  it  was  convenient  to  his  other  work. 

“The  building  was  erected,  the  machinery  obtained,  and  ail 
brought  into  running  order.  For  a  few  years  the  machinery 
in  operation  in  this  establishment  was  a  picking,  carding  and 
fulling  machine,  to  which  he  afterward  attached  the  small  spin¬ 
ning  jacks.  The  factory  was  in  operation  for  fifteen  years  or 
more,  yielding  quite  an  income  to  the  proprietor,  and  was 
equally  beneficial  to  the  people  of  this  community  and  for  the 
people  far  away,  as  its  patrons  were  drawn  from  thirty  to  forty 
miles  distant. 

“It  is  believed  that  the  first  frame  house  built  in  the  township 
was  the  one  standing  on  the  hill  at  the  foot  of  which  stood  the 
factory.” 


Elizabeth  Beach  Harrington 

ELIZABETH  BEACH,  called  “Eliza,”  oldest  child  of  Uri 
Beach,  was  born  in  Darby  Township,  Madison  County,  Ohio, 
May  25,  1817,  and  died  in  Plain  City,  Ohio,  March  31,  1882, 
of  pneumonia.  She  married  July  4,  1833,  Alvin  Harrington , 
son  of  Ephraim  and  Abigail  (Hunt)  Harrington,  born  in  Eden, 
Vermont,  1805.  He  died  of  pneumonia  at  Plain  City,  Ohio, 
March  14,  1882,  seventeen  days  before  the  death  of  his  wife. 
He  was  a  retired  farmer  at  the  time  of  his  death.  During  all 
their  lives  he  and  his  wife  were  general  readers  and  students. 
She  was  a  vade  mecum  in  history  and  promiscuous  literature. 
Prior  to  his  marriage,  Mr.  Harrington  was  a  school  teacher 
in  Amity.  He  came  from  Vermont,  and  his  wife,  “Eliza,” 
was  one  of  his  pupils. 

Children : 

ALVIN  HARRINGTON,  JR.,  was  born  at  Amity,  Ohio. 
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ANN  HARRINGTON  BLACK,  eldest  daughter 
of  Elizabeth  Beach,  was  born  at  Amity,  Ohio,  April  2, 
1834,  and  died  at  Plain  City,  Ohio,  December  15,  1912. 
She  married  James  Thomas  Black ,  born  in  Huntington 
County,  Pennsylvania,  August  28,  1831,  and  died  at 
Plain  City,  Ohio,  March  6,  1913.  They  were  educated 
people  and  firm  believers  in  education.  Mr.  Black  was 
an  alumnus  of  Juniata  Academy,  then  a  leading  Presby¬ 
terian  school  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  Mrs.  Black 
had  her  education  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  University.  Both 
were  school  teachers  for  a  number  of  years,  and  their 
ambition  was  to  give  their  children  adequate  training 
for  useful  lives. 

Children : 

HOWARD  COLEMAN  BLACK,  was  born,  May 
1,  1858,  on  the  paternal  farm  one  mile  East  of 
Plain  City,  Ohio,  which  is  still  in  the  possession  of 
the  Black  family.  He  removed  to  Plain  City,  when 
five  years  of  age,  and  there  has  resided,  a  native 
Madisonian,  all  his  life.  He  attended  the  Plain 
City  schools;  was  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Wooster,  Wooster,  Ohio,  with  the  Class  of  1883; 
was  admitted  to  the  practice  of  law,  February  6, 
1886,  and  was  guest  of  honor  at  a  reception  given 
by  Judge  F.  LeRoy  Allen  and  the  Union  County 
Bar  Association,  February  6,  1936,  completing  the 
full  cycle  of  fifty  years,  an  active  practitioner  of 
law,  a  period  of  time  not  often  attained  in  contin¬ 
uous  practice  of  the  profession. 

Plain  City  is  located  in  the  two  counties  of  Mad¬ 
ison  and  Union,  and  is  but  three  miles  from  Frank¬ 
lin,  in  which  county  is  located  the  capital  of  the 
state,  which  fact  of  location  led  largely  to  his  spe¬ 
cializing  in  the  Probate  Law  practice,  in  which 
branch  of  the  law,  for  that  reason,  he  is  regarded 
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as  being  particularly  well  informed. 

He  has  always  been  much  interested  in  the  com¬ 
munity  schools  and  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education  when  the  present  Plain  City  school  build¬ 
ing  was  erected;  he  was  Prosecuting  Attorney  of. 
his  county  for  one  term,  which  position  he  filled  to 
the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents,  but  declined  re- 
election.  On  the  Democratic  ticket,  he  led  the  can¬ 
didate  for  President  by  700  votes  and  the  candi¬ 
date  for  Governor  by  more  than  1,000  votes. 

At  the  end  of  his  fifty-year  period  in  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  law  he  is  in  good  health  and  seemingly 
as  active  in  the  practice  as  ever. 

Mr.  Black  is  of  a  social  nature,  liking  people 
and  in  return  popular  with  those  around  him,  alert 
in  his  movement,  quick  to  grasp  a  proposition,  and 
usually  his  judgment  is  well  founded;  a  man  of  wide 
reading  and  is  recognized  as  a  writer  of  some 
ability. 

At  the  University  of  Wooster,  Wooster,  Ohio, 
graduating  in  1883,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Phi 
Gamma  Delta  Fraternity,  and,  throughout  his  life, 
has  been  active  in  fraternal  organizations,  is  a  fifty- 
year  Mason,  belonging  to  both  the  York  and  Scot¬ 
tish  Rites  and  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order,  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  he  also  is  affiliated  with  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star;  and  holds  membership 
in  that  stirring  order  of  Knights  of  Pythias  and  its 
Dramatic  Order,  Knights  of  Khorassan. 

ELIZABETH  (LIZZIE)  BLACK  PHILLIPS  was 
born,  September  14,  1860,  and  died,  May  27,  1890. 
She  married,  October  8,  1885,  Judson  Ledlie  Phil¬ 
lips,  son  of  Reverend  J.  L.  and  Mary  Phillips,  born 
at  La  Grange,  Ohio,  February  12,  1859,  and  died 
at  Alliance,  Ohio,  March  7,  1891.  Both  were 
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graduates  of  Denison  University,  Granville,  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Phillips  is  a  Professor  of  the  Law  De¬ 
partment  of  that  University. 

Children : 

JAMES  LEDLIE  PHILLIPS  died  in  1886  in 
infancy. 

JUDSON  LEDLIE  PHILLIPS,  JR.,  was  born, 
November  20,  1887,  at  Alliance,  Ohio;  died, 
July  28,  1889,  at  the  home  of  James  Thomas 
Black,  Plain  City,  Ohio. 

JENNIE  BLACK  was  born,  March  3,  1863,  and 
educated  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  University.  She  lives 
in  Plain  City,  Ohio,  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Feather, 
and  her  brother,  Howard  Coleman  Black.  The 
family  is  always  active  in  community  affairs  which 
make  for  betterment. 

OLIVE  BLACK  FEATHER  was  born,  June  25, 
1868,  and  educated  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  University. 
She  married,  January  1,  1895,  John  Franklin 

Feather,  son  of  George  and  Margaret  (Dowling) 
Feather,  born,  October  10,  1867.  He  was  killed 
in  a  street  car  accident,  August  21,  1910. 

Children : 

ELIZABETH  FEATHER,  born,  November  12, 
1896,  at  Plain  City,  Ohio.  She  is  now  Audi¬ 
torium  Director  in  the  Public  Schools  of  the 
steel  city  of  Gary,  Indiana,  and  is  also  an 
alumna  of  Ohio  Wesleyan  University;  so  this 
was  a  family  of  teachers. 

GEORGE  FORREST  HARRINGTON,  son  of  Elizabeth 
Beach  Harrington,  was  born,  February  4,  1836.  He 
married,  June  22,  1858,  Cornelia  Olive  Pratt,  daughter 
of  Fletcher  Pratt,  of  Rosedale,  Madison  County,  Ohio. 
He  attended  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  Delaware, 
Ohio,  and  left  at  the  close  of  his  Junior  year  to  corn- 
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mence  the  study  of  law  under  Hon.  S.  S.  Cox,  then  a 
member  of  Congress,  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  and  practiced  his  profession  in  Rolla, 
Missouri,  in  1860  and  1861;  in  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
in  1863  and  Mobile,  Alabama,  in  1864,  he  was  elected  » 
to  the  Alabama  Legislature  for  one  term,  and  was  unan¬ 
imously  chosen  speaker  of  the  House.  At  one  time,  by 
virtue  of  that  office,  he  was  acting  Governor  of  the 
State.  He  died  at  “Bay  View,”  near  Mobile,  Alabama, 
July  18,  1876,  at  the  age  of  40. 

Child : 

EUGENE  HARRINGTON,  of  California. 

JANE  AMANDA  HARRINGTON  BIDWELL,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Elizabeth  Beach  Harrington,  was  born,  March 
16,  1837.  On  July  4,  1854,  she  married  L  awson  Bid- 
well ,  son  of  Russel  Bidwell.  Lawson  enlisted  in  the  Civil 
War  in  the  spring  of  1862,  from  Plain  City,  Ohio,  in  the 
95th  Regiment,  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  died,  June  29, 
1863,  age  36,  on  board  a  hospital  ship  at  Chickasaw 
Bluffs,  Yazoo  River,  Mississippi,  near  Vicksburg.  He 
probably  died  of  consumption,  and  shortly  after  going 
aboard  the  ship.  The  place  and  time  of  his  death  were 
unknown  to  his  family  until  1882,  when  A.  T.  Byers,  his 
son-in-law,  discovered  the  record  in  the  Government 
Cemetery  at  Vicksburg,  Mississippi. 

His  wife,  Jane  Amanda,  was  the  author  of  a  novel, 
“There  Is  Nothing  In  It,”  a  work  that  had  a  flattering 
sale.  Children: 

IDA  BIDWELL  BYERS  was  born,  September  21, 
1855,  and  married  Thomas  Byers ,  November  28, 
1877,  a  native  of  Madison  County,  Ohio.  He  was 
a  graduate  of  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  in  the  class 
of  1874,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1878.  He 
practiced  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  for  several  years, 
and,  in  1918,  moved  to  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  where 
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he  made  fortunate  investments  in  real  estate,  and 
where  he  died  in  1925.  Ida  graduated  at  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University,  in  the  class  of  1873.  She  is 
now  a  resident  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Children : 

GERTRUDE  BYERS  graduated  at  Ohio  Wes¬ 
leyan  University,  and  married  D.  Richardson. 
They  have  one  child: 

MARY  ELIZABETH  RICHARDSON. 

MARY  BYERS  married  Paul  Joslyn.  They 
have  one  child: 

MARY  JANE  JOSLYN. 

FREDERICK  BYERS  was  drowned  while  out 
boating. 

MARY  BIDWELL  CAREY,  daughter  of  Jane  Har¬ 
rington  Bidwell,  was  born  in  1858;  graduated  at 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  class  of  1875,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Charles  H.  Carey,  an  attorney  at  law,  of  Os¬ 
wego,  Oregon.  Children : 

LOUISE  CAREY. 

ALICE  CARE1 ,  wife  of  Dr.  Eugene  Rockey. 

EVELYN  CAREY. 

FORREST  ALVIN  BIDWELL  was  born,  Novem¬ 
ber  10,  1860  ,  was  a  student  at  both  Greencastle, 
Indiana,  and  Dennison  University,  but  did  not  com¬ 
plete  the  course  of  study.  He  married  Mary  Beach, 
daughter  of  Doctor  William  Morrow  Beach.  Both 
were  grandchildren  of  Uri  Beach.  They  had  no 
children. 

ELLEN  HARRINGTON,  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Beach 
Harrington,  was  born,  April  9,  1844,  and  died,  Novem¬ 
ber  3,  1845. 

WILLIAM  LESTER  HARRINGTON  was  born,  Feb¬ 
ruary  26,  1847.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  and 
served  in  the  40th  Regiment,  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
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In  1888  he  was  living  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  August  Wentz  Post  No.  1,  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  Later  he  was  a  farmer  at  Lisbon,  Iowa,  and  was 
married  in  the  state  of  Kansas,  after  the  war,  to  Ma¬ 
tilda  Kelso. 

Children  : 

GEORGE  ALVIN  HARRINGTON  and  Emma, 
his  wife,  had  six  children: 

MARY  MATILDA  HARRINGTON  NO¬ 
PENS  married  and  has  three  children: 

EARL  NOPENS. 

VIOLET  NOPENS. 

DALE  NOPENS. 

GEORGE  HARRINGTON,  JR. 

ADA  MAY  HARRINGTON  WINANS  mar¬ 
ried  and  has  one  child: 

NORMAN  WINANS. 

HOWARD  WILLIAM  HARRINGTON. 
KERMIT  HARRINGTON. 

HENRY  HARRINGTON. 

CHARLES  LYSANDER  HARRINGTON  married 
Malissa.  They  live  at  2021  Ripley  Street,  Daven¬ 
port,  Iowa.  They  have  two  children: 

LILA  MAE  HARRINGTON. 

HOWARD  HARRINGTON. 

FRANCIS  (FRANK)  MARION  HARRINGTON 
was  born,  January  5,  1882,  and  died,  October  26, 

1926.  Married  Martha  - .  They  have  three 

children : 

LILLIAN  HARRINGTON. 

MURIEL  HARRINGTON. 

WILLIAM  HARRINGTON. 

EDWARD  HARRINGTON,  not  married. 
ANDREW  HARRINGTON  married  Elitta  Har¬ 
rington,  and  they  have  three  children: 
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MARIAN  HARRINGTON,  born,  July  27, 
1914. 

FLORENCE  HARRINGTON,  born  September 
13,  1915. 

NORMA  HARRINGTON,  born,  August  19, 
1917. 

Mary  Beach  Crabbe 

MARY  BEACH  CRABBE,  second  child  of  Uri  Beach,  was 
born  at  Darby  Plains,  Ohio,  August  19,  1819,  and  died  in  No¬ 
vember,  1900.  She  married,  May  15,  1834,  Henderson  Crabbe, 
Jr.,  son  of  Reverend  Henderson  and  Jemima  (Downing) 
Crabbe,  of  Amity,  Ohio.  He  was  a  resident  of  Amity,  West 
Jefferson  and  Plain  City,  Ohio,  and  of  Indian  Grove,  Illinois, 
and  Iola,  Kansas,  at  which  latter  place  he  died  in  1882.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business. 

Children : 

LRI  BEACH  CRABBE  was  born  on  December  7,  1835, 
and  died,  December  21,  1835. 

CHARLES  CRABBE  was  born,  December  26,  1836,  and 
died  in  1881.  He  studied  medicine  at  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
and  in  1862,  enlisted  in  the  army  in  Company  E,  129th 
Regiment,  Illinois.  He  served  three  months,  and  was 
discharged  on  account  of  sickness. 

ORIN  CRABBE  was  born,  December  1,  1838,  and  was 
killed  by  having  his  neck  broken  in  a  horsepower  ma¬ 
chine,  November  13,  1845. 

HANNAH  JEMIMA  CRABBE  HAYES,  daughter  of 
Mary  B  each  Crabbe,  was  born,  February  21,  1841.  She 
was  married,  February  27,  1867,  to  Joel  Perry  Hayes , 
son  of  Asa  and  Laura  (Larkin)  Hayes,  of  Iola,  Kansas. 
He  was  born,  March  6,  1840,  near  Plattsburg,  New 
1  ork.  Asa  Hayes,  the  father  of  Joel  Perry  Hayes,  was 
born,  April  18,  1793,  and  his  mother,  Laura  Larkin, 
was  born,  May  2,  1797.  Children: 
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LUELLA  HAYES  GRAMLY  was  born,  January  1, 
1868,  near  Fairbury,  Illinois;  married,  September 
13,  1906,  to  Reverend  Charles  Hesser  Gramly,  who 
was  born  in  Center  County,  Pennsylvania,  Septem¬ 
ber  20,  1847,  and  died,  December  7,  1925.  He 
was  Pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Kansas  Conference,  for  50  years. 

HERBERT  ORVAL  HAYES  was  born,  November 
5,  1869,  in  McLean  County,  Illinois.  He  married 
Carrie  E.  Alderman ,  October,  1907,  at  Iola,  Kan¬ 
sas.  Children : 

BLANCHE  VIOLA  HAYES. 

HERBERT  EARL  HAYES. 

ARZA  CLAYTON  HAYES  was  born,  November 
20,  1872,  near  Iola,  Kansas,  and  married  Caroline 
Low ,  November  27,  1896.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Willard  and  Mary  (Gambrel)  Low,  of  Iola 
Kansas.  Children: 

ROY  EMMET  HAYES  was  born,  January  12, 
1898;  married,  October,  1925,  Blanche  But¬ 
terfield,  daughter  of  Oscar  Butterfield,  of  Iola, 
Kansas. 

ESTHER  MAY  HAYES  PECK  was  born,  Mav 

7  ml 

7,  1899;  married,  November  25,  1920,  Ray¬ 
mond  Door  Peck ,  son  of  Charles  R.  and  Ella 
(Behm)  Peck. 

Children : 

RAYMOND  EUGENE  PECK. 

MARIE  PECK. 

HAROLD  LEE  PECK. 

RAYMOND  FLOYD  HAYES  was  born,  Oc¬ 
tober  7,  1905,  married,  March,  1925,  to  Opal 
Peck,  a  sister  of  Raymond  D.  Peck,  above, 
who  married  his  sister,  Esther  May. 

ARZA  DEAN  HAYES,  born,  July  31,  1910. 
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MELVIN  HAYES,  born,  January  11,  1915. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  CRABBE,  son  of  Mary  Beach 
Crabbe,  was  born,  January  4,  1843.  He  first  married 
Mary  Jane  Kent,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Ann  Kent, 
December  31,  1868. 

He  served  three  years  in  the  Civil  War  as  Musician, 
Company  E,  129th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  under 
Captain  C.  N.  Baird,  and  later  was  a  merchant  at  Oak¬ 
dale,  California.  He  was  married  a  second  time  to 
JJdora  McBide. 

Children  by  first  wife : 

EULALIE  CRABBE  MILLAR,  daughter  of  Ben¬ 
jamin,  was  born,  October  25,  1871.  She  married 
December  24,  1894,  William  Millar,  born,  April 
15,  1870,  son  of  Alexander  and  Sarah  Ellen  Millar. 
They  lived  at  1243  Fedora  Street,  Los  Angeles, 
California,  in  1927.  Children: 

WENDELL  KENT  MILLAR,  born,  Decem¬ 
ber  21,  1896,  married,  June  2,  1921,  to  Sylvia 
Christine  Groover,  daughter  of  Frasure  Ed¬ 
ward  and  Emma  Jane  Groover.  Child: 

WENDELYNE  MAE  MILLAR  was 
born,  March  10,  1924. 

\  IRGIL  WILLIAM  MILLAR  was  born,  Ap¬ 
ril  4,  1900. 

Children  by  second  marriage: 

RUBY  RUTH  CRABBE  HILL  was  born,  January 
7,  1897,  and  married,  January  19,  1916,  Dennis 
Flynn  Hill,  who  was  born,  December  4,  1895.  His 
father’s  name  was  William  Chapman  Hill,  and  his 
mother  was  Margaret  Rachel  (Mills)  Hill.  In 
1927,  they  were  living  at  2805  West  10th  Street, 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma.  Children: 

DARRELL  LeROY  HILL,  born,  August  14, 
1919. 
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BETTY  LOUISE  HILL,  born,  February  7, 
1922. 

MARY  MARGARET  HILL,  born,  December 
7,  1923. 

RAMONA  RUTH  HILL,  born,  September  15, 
1925. 

BINA  LILLIAN  CRABBE,  dead  about  20  years 
(1927). 

LOREN  S.  CRABBE,  dead  about  24  years  (1927). 

BENJAMIN  CRABBE,  dead  about  25  years  (1927). 

JOSEPH  DOWNING  CRABBE,  son  of  Mary  Beach 
Crabbe,  was  born,  February  23,  1845,  and  married,  De¬ 
cember  25,  1866,  Sylvia  A .  Alvord.  He  served  three 
months  in  the  Civil  War,  and  lived  at  Iola,  Kansas. 

Joseph,  Sylvia,  Alfred  and  Elbert  are  all  buried  at 
Phoenix,  Arizona. 

A  letter  written  in  1927,  by  Laura  Crabbe,  widow  of 
Albert  Crabbe,  states:  “Sylvia  was  a  wonderful  woman, 
and  Joseph  was  a  very  nice  man.  They  had  six  fine 
children  to  be  proud  of.  One  of  them,  Elbert,  I  think, 
was  as  handsome  a  man  as  one  ever  saw,  and  his  wife 
is  a  lovely  woman.  Both  Alfred  and  Elbert  were  well 
to  do,  being  in  the  cattle  business.” 

Children : 

ORION  PURDY  CRABBE  was  born,  April,  1867, 
and  died  in  April,  1870. 

MARY  ETTA  CRABBE  DAVIS  (called  Mattie;, 
was  born,  February  16,  1871,  and  married  Frank 
L.  Davis,  June  3,  1896.  He  died,  July  6,  1911. 
She  married  the  second  time  to  Joseph  Matthew 
Garner,  January  8,  1921.  He  was  born,  March 
8,  1871,  at  Prentiss,  Mississippi,  the  son  of  Christo¬ 
pher  Columbus  and  Sarah  Jane  (Parkman)  Garner, 
both  born  at  Prentiss,  Mississippi. 

ALFORD  CRABBE  was  born,  August  22,  1873, 
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married  Annie  McBride.  He  was  throwm  from  a 
horse  and  killed,  August  12,  1918.  His  widow  and 
two  sons  live  in  San  Diego. 

DELMORE  D.  CRABBE  was  born,  December  30, 
1875.  He  first  married  Jennie  Root,  December  22, 
1897,  who  died,  November  7,  1900.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  the  second  time  to  May  Earle,  August,  1903. 

“When  Delmore’s  wife  Jennie  died,  she  left  a 
tiny  baby  boy  which  Del  gave  to  me.  He  is  now 
a  fine,  six-foot,  handsome  man,  27  years  old,  and 
is  on  the  sea,  an  officer  on  ship  board.  He  is  not 
married.” 

EVA  ETHEL  CRABBE  KANE  was  born,  October 
9,  1878,  and  married  James  A.  Kane,  September 
6,  1900. 

ELBERT  CRABBE,  died,  July  1,  1921,  at  the  hos¬ 
pital  where  he  had  gone  for  an  operation  for  ap¬ 
pendicitis.  "He  was  President  of  the  Cattle  Grow¬ 
ers  Association  for  Arizona,  and  was  sent  each  year 
to  Washington,  D.  C.,  as  their  representative.  His 
wife,  Abbie  Ware,  is  reading  law  and  hopes  to  fill 
the  position  later.  She  is  a  very  bright  woman. 
She  has  two  adopted  daughters  and  is  living  near 
Phoenix  with  her  parents.” 

LA  VERNE  CRABBE  was  born,  December  27, 
1886.  Married  first  Nora  Bowen.  She  died,  De¬ 
cember  17,  1918.  He  was  married  the  second  time 
to  Jennie  Walters,  May,  1919. 

REVEREND  WILLIAM  DARWIN  CRABBE,  son  ot 
Mary  Beach  Crabbe,  was  born  in  Amity,  Ohio,  Septem¬ 
ber  5,  1847.  During  the  Civil  War,  he  was,  for  eleven 
months  a  member  of  an  Illinois  State  Regiment.  He 
granduated  in  1871,  at  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University, 
with  the  degree  of  A.  M.,  and  subsequently  went  to  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  He  is  the  author  of  “Biographical  Sketches  of 
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the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,”  (session  of  1872-3)  ;  a 
volume  of  poems,  “Poems  of  the  Plains,”  and  also  two 
other  volumes.  He  married  Harriet  Alvira  Decker,  and 
resided,  in  1875,  in  Oakdale,  California. 

ARZA  NOBLE  CRABBE,  son  of  Mary  Beach  Crabbe, 
was  born  in  Amity,  Ohio,  April  15,  1850.  He  was  a 
student  for  three  years  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  University, 
and  left  at  the  end  of  that  period  to  teach  school  in 
California.  He  married  Maggie  Dean  Smith,  who  was 
born,  June  7th,  1861.  He  died,  October  23,  1920. 
Children : 

ARTHUR  CRABBE  was  born,  November  2,  1878; 
married,  September  10,  1903,  Augusta  JViley, 
daughter  of  James  Johnson  and  Louisiana  (Lester) 
Wiley.  They  live  at  Modesto,  California. 
Children : 

ROBERT  ARTHUR  CRABBE,  born,  July  16, 
1907. 

JOHN  CROZIER  CRABBE,  born,  June  3, 
1914. 

BERTHA  ALETHEA  CRABBE  TAYLOR,  born, 
December  15,  1880;  married,  December,  1912, 
George  Taylor.  Live  at  Penryn,  California. 

INFANT,  born  and  died,  February,  1884. 

LULU  MAUD  CRABBE  SACRE  was  born,  August 
20,  1887;  married,  October  16,  1908,  Charles  Tre¬ 
vor  Sacre,  residing  at  358  W.  Doran  Avenue,  Glen¬ 
dale,  California. 

ALICE  CRABBE  BOYD  was  born,  January  25, 
1890,  married,  June  30,  1914,  to  Sydney  Easley 
Boyd,  son  of  Sydney  Robert  and  Virginia  (Easley) 
Boyd.  They  live  in  Pomona,  California.  They 
have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  have  legally 
adopted : 
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John  Robert  Boyd,  born,  February  11,  1921. 

Elizabeth  Boyd,  born,  February  19,  1925. 

MARIE  CRABBE  GOSSARD  was  born,  January 
27,  1891,  married,  June  29,  1915,  to  Guy  Carlton 
Gossard,  of  San  Gabriel,  California. 

Children : 

GUY  CARLTON  GOSSARD,  JR.,  was  born, 
May  30,  1916. 

JEAN  MARIE  GOSSARD  was  born,  February 
18,  1920. 

CLARA  CRABBE  SMITH  was  born,  June  10, 
1892;  married,  June  29,  1915,  to  Ralph  Magnus 
S?tiith,  of  Piedmont,  California. 

Children : 

RALPH  MAGNUS  SMITH,  JR.,  born,  No¬ 
vember  11,  1920. 

HAROLD  SMITH. 

NELLIE  CRABBE  was  born,  July  31,  1893;  mar¬ 
ried,  June  29,  1916,  to  George  Perry  Benson,  son 
of  George  Wells  and  Julia  (Hewett)  Benson.  They 
live  at  Glendale,  California. 

Children : 

MARGARET  LOUISE  BENSON,  born, 
March  27,  1917. 

CHARLES  RICHARD  BENSON,  born,  De¬ 
cember  12,  1918. 

ALBERT  BENSON,  born,  October  7,  1921. 

ELMO  CRABBE  was  born,  April  28,  1900.  Lives 
at  Whittier,  California. 

LAURA  MALONA  CRABBE  BEYER,  daughter  of 
Mary  Beach  Crabbe,  was  born,  April  15,  1852,  and 
married,  March  14,  1877,  David  Wright  Beyer,  son  of 
John  and  Margaret  Ruth  (Crem)  Beyer,  of  Franklin 
County,  while  in  Ohio  on  a  visit.  They  shortly  after¬ 
wards  moved  to  Kansas.  Children: 
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RITA  ESTHER  BEYER,  born,  December  28,  1877. 

MATTIE  OLIVE  BEYER,  born,  March  27,  1879. 

JOHN  HENDERSON  BEYER,  born,  May  29, 1881. 

MARY  MALONA  BEYER  ALLEN  was  born, 
March  4,  1883.  She  married  Clinton  McClarty 
Allen,  July  19,  1905,  at  Perkins,  Oklahoma.  He 
was  the  son  of  William  and  Emma  (Hodges) 
Allen.  Children : 

RAMONA  MAY  ALLEN,  born,  May 24, 1909. 

LAURA  EMMA  ALLEN,  born,  August  17, 
1911. 

FLORENCE  EDNA  ALLEN,  born,  October 
1,  1922. 

EMMA  CRABBE,  daughter  of  Mary  Beach  Crabbe,  was 
born  at  Cropsey,  Illinois,  April  25,  1857. 

ANNETTE  CRABBE  VINE,  daughter  of  Mary  Beach 
Crabbe,  was  born  at  Cropsey,  Illinois,  February  5, 
1860.  She  first  married,  May  24,  1879,  William 
Wesley  Vine,  who  was  born,  March  2,  1853,  and  died, 
December  19,  1892.  She  was  married  a  second  time  to 
M.  D.  Gee.  He  was  a  blacksmith  and  wagon  maker. 
Children  by  first  marriage : 

GEORGE  WESLEY  VINE  was  born,  January  16, 
1881;  died,  January  25,  1900. 

FREDERICK  VINE,  born,  January  15,  1885;  died, 
February  13,  1885. 

MARY  VINE,  born,  September  15,  1887;  died,  July 
12,  1888. 

ALBERT  MOULTON  CRABBE,  the  thirteenth  child 
of  Mary  Beach  and  Henderson  Crabbe,  was  born,  Au¬ 
gust  18,  1864;  died,  December  16,  1926.  He  married, 
October  13,  1886,  Laura  Bennett ,  daughter  of  Jefferson 
and  Elizabeth  Frances  (Ray)  Bennett.  “He  died  very 
suddenly  of  acute  indigestion,  December  17,  1926.  Al¬ 
bert  and  his  sons  were  in  the  Produce  shipping  business, 
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shipping  to  Chicago  and  New  York  markets.” 

Children : 

RENA  MAY  CRABBE,  born,  October  30,  1887; 
died  January  12,  1888,  age  two  months  and  12 
days. 

CLAE  D  CLARENCE  CRABBE,  born,  December 
25,  1888;  married,  February  1,  1924,  Anna  Ar¬ 
mour  Gardner. 

LENA  CRABBE,  born,  March  16,  1891;  died,  May 
24,  1891. 

RA1  BEACH  CRABBE,  born,  May  1,  1892;  mar¬ 
ried,  February  1,  1913,  to  Irene  Clensay.  Child: 

ELAINE  CRABBE,  born,  January  16,  1916. 

IONE  CRABBE  was  born,  October  6,  1894;  mar¬ 
ried,  June  16,  1918,  to  Knox  Mason  Cologne. 
Children : 

KNOX  MASON  COLOGNE,  JR.,  born,  Mav 
20,  1919. 

CLALD  TILFORD  COLOGNE,  born,  March 
26,  1921;  died,  June  19,  1921. 

GORDON  BENNETT  COLOGNE,  born,  Au¬ 
gust  24,  1924. 

DARWIN  ELAINE  CRABBE,  born,  October  11, 
1897 ;  married,  November  5,  1925,  to  Hazel  Cham¬ 
bers,  daughter  of  William  Chambers. 

RAMONA  CRABBE,  born,  March  12,  1900;  mar¬ 
ried,  November  5,  1925,  to  Marion  Sumner  Baker . 

ALBERT  EUGENE  CRABBE,  born,  March  24. 
1912. 

Hannah  Noble  Beach  Hemenway-Fosdick 

HANNAH  NOBLE  BEACH  HEMENWAY,  third  child 
of  Lri  Beach,  was  born,  February  5,  1821,  and  married,  as  his 
third  wife,  Daniel  Rand  Hemenway,  son  of  Farmery  and  Me- 
hitable  (Rand)  Hemenway.  He  was  born  at  Bridgeport,  Ver- 
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mont,  April  7,  1818,  and  died,  March  1,  1844,  at  West  Jeffer¬ 
son,  Ohio,  of  pneumonia.  He  was  a  farmer  and  later  a  store¬ 
keeper.  She  married,  second,  November  26,  1863,  Rufus 
Graves,  son  of  James  and  Achsah  (Graves)  Fosdick,  born  in 
1814,  and  resided  in  Granville,  Ohio. 

Children  by  first  marriage  : 

CHARLES  LYSANDER  HEMENWAY  was  born,  May 
16,  1840,  in  Union  County,  Ohio.  He  graduated  A.  B. 
in  the  class  of  1862,  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  and 
was  superintendent  of  Public  School  of  Cardington, 
Ohio,  for  one  year  after  graduation.  He  died  of  ty¬ 
phoid  fever,  April  27,  1863.  He  had  just  made  ar¬ 
rangements  for  entering  upon  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Hon.  S.  S.  Cox,  of  Columbus,  when  stricken 
with  fever. 

Dr.  William  Morrow  Beach,  in  his  notes,  says  of 
him:  “I  think  he  was  the  most  comely,  the  most  engag¬ 
ing,  urbane  and  polished  gentleman  I  ever  knew;  now, 
after  a  lapse  of  20  years,  we  all  mourn  his  untimely 
death  as  the  brightest  and  most  promising  young  man 
ever  born  into  the  family.” 

Charles  Lysander  Hemenway 

(Newspaper  Clipping). 

By  a  Member  of  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  Faculty,  May  16,  1840. 

I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  known  a  young  man  who 
possessed  more  virtues — among  his  fellow  students  he 
was  always  remarkable  for  his  energy,  modesty,  intel¬ 
lect  and  general  development.  Seldom  has  this  institu¬ 
tion  graduated  a  young  man  of  whom  she  entertained 
more  flattering  hopes  of  usefulness  and  distinction;  for 
happily  mixed  in  him  were  the  elements  of  success. 
Never  has  our  faculty  been  called  to  more  unaffected 
grief  over  the  death  of  a  pupil  than  in  the  loss  of  Mr. 
Hemenway,  for  he  was  one  of  the  most  amiable,  gifted, 
diligent  and  exemplary  young  men  it  has  been  our  privi- 
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lege  to  educate.  We  learned  through  five  years  of  inter¬ 
course  to  appreciate  his  many  excellences,  and  to  cherish 
him  with  almost  a  parent’s  affection  and  solicitude. 

His  mind  was  so  clear,  his  heart  so  pure,  his  life  so 
beautiful,  his  manners  so  natural,  his  deportment  so  re¬ 
spectful  and  manly  and  his  reverence  for  his  widowed 
mother  so  touching  that  no  one  could  know  him  without 
loving  him.  But  Y  outh,  Beauty,  Purity  and  great  prom¬ 
ise  were  not  sufficient  barriers  to  the  footsteps  of  Death. 

Having  graduated  in  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University 
with  the  Class  of  1862,  he  was  at  once  elected  Principal 
of  the  Public  School  of  Cardington,  Ohio. 

In  that  position  by  laboring  assiduously,  he  so  ex¬ 
hausted  his  nervous  energy  that  he  was  an  easy  prey  to 
typhoid  fever.  He  returned  to  New  Jersey  on  a  visit 
to  his  mother  and  soon  was  prostrated  by  disease.  The 
virulence  of  this  malady  was  augmented  by  frequent 
telegrams  to  hasten  to  the  dying  couch  of  his  brother  in 
the  Army  Hospital  at  Nashville. 

When  the  corpse  of  that  patriot  brother  was  brought 
North  for  burial,  neither  Charles  nor  his  mother  could 
even  behold  the  body  of  one  so  dear.  After  the  funeral 
of  his  brother  he  rapidly  declined,  and  soon  came  to  the 
final  struggle. 

Our  young  friend  was  well  prepared.  He  had  lived 
long  enough  to  achieve  a  Christian  character  and  his 
probation  work  was  done. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1863,  a  beautiful  soul  passed 
from  earth  up  into  the  presence  of  the  Angels  of  God. 

EDWARD  C.  HE  MEN  WAY  was  born  in  Jerome,  Ohio, 
August  19,  1842.  After  his  father’s  death  he  was 
adopted  by  his  uncle,  Jasper  R.  Converse,  Madison, 
Ohio,  a  wealthy  farmer  who  had  just  lost  four  of  his 
children  in  one  week  from  scarlet  fever.  In  the  Civil  War 
he  enlisted  in  Company  D  (40th)  46th  Ohio  Volunteer 
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Infantry,  and  died  in  Hospital  No.  9,  in  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  March  31,  1863,  of  typhoid  fever.  His  funeral 
sermon  was  preached  conjointly  with  that  of  his  broth¬ 
er,  Charles  L.,  by  Rev.  Lorenzo  Dow  McCabb,  D.  D., 
the  real  father  of  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University. 

“He  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.”  The  Surgeon 
of  the  Regiment  writes  that  while  he  was  in  the  army 
his  life  was  irreproachable.  In  all  situations,  and  in  all 
his  intercourses  with  his  fellow-soldiers,  he  maintained 
the  character  of  a  gentleman,  a  Christian  and  a  patriot 
— as  beautiful  as  he  was  brave,  as  guiltless  as  a  child, 
of  evil,  in  thought  or  deed.  I  have  never  seen  the  beau¬ 
ty  of  a  pure  life  so  clearly  as  when  I  have  looked  upon 
this  dying  soldier,  with  nothing  to  regret  and  with  no 
remorse  gnawing  at  his  heart.  Edward  met  death  as 
calmly  as  though  it  were  only  a  journey  home.  He  en¬ 
tered  the  army  at  the  call  of  his  country  as  a  volunteer, 
and  fell  at  his  Post  in  the  defense  of  America’s  Liberties. 

Hallowed  by  the  memories  of  our  Patriot  dead  who 
have  fallen  while  fighting  for  the  great  ideas  of  Lib¬ 
erty,  Self-Government,  and  the  Divine  Right  of  Man 
to  be  Free ! 

HARRIE  T  ELIZABETH  HEMENWAY,  a  posthumous 
child,  was  born,  July  31,  1844,  at  the  old  Beach  home¬ 
stead  in  Darby  Township,  Ohio.  She  died,  December 
3,  1858,  of  Diphtheria,  at  the  home  of  her  uncle,  Jasper 
Converse,  who  had  adopted  her.  This  was  the  first  re¬ 
corded  case  of  Diphtheria  in  Madison  County,  Ohio. 

Malona  Case  Beach  Kilgore 

MALONA  CASE  BEACH  KILGORE,  fourth  child  of  Uri 
Beach,  was  born,  April  17,  1823.  She  married,  January  13, 
1839,  John  Kilgore ,  who  was  born  in  Canaan  Township,  Madi¬ 
son  County,  Ohio,  October  30,  1815,  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Jane  (Patterson)  Kilgore. 
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He  was  a  farmer  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years, 
and  had  the  proud  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  no  decision  of 
his  was  ever  overruled  by  a  higher  court.  He  owned  three 
acres  of  land  where  he  lived,  and  800  acres  in  McLean  County, 
Illinois.  He  died,  January  19,  1895,  and  Malona  died,  April 
7,  1905. 

Children  all  born  in  Brown  Township,  Franklin  County,  Ohio. 

THOMAS  BEACH  KILGORE,  grandson  of  Uri  Beach, 
was  born,  March  23,  1840;  married,  April  11,  1867,  to 
Mary  Eleanor  Batterson,  of  Bloomington,  Illinois,  the 
daughter  of  Martin  Batterson,  born  in  Kentucky,  Sep¬ 
tember  29,  1807,  and  died,  January,  1900,  and  America 
(Taylor)  Batterson,  born  in  Kentucky  in  1809,  and 
died  in  1884. 

Thomas  Beach  Kilgore  died,  May  7,  1928,  and  his 
wife,  Mary  Eleanor,  died,  April,  1922. 

(Newspaper  Clipping). 

“An  old  man  with  the  light  of  memory  in  his  faded 
blue  eyes,  sits  looking  out  of  a  window  at  St.  Joseph’s 
Hospital.  All  through  the  day  he  sits  there  dreaming 
of  days  that  have  passed.  Only  when  a  visitor  comes 
into  the  room  does  he  doff  his  cloak  of  dreams.  Then 
a  twinkle  creeps  into  his  eyes,  a  smile  comes  to  his  still 
powerful  face  and  he  greets  a  caller.  He  is  Thomas 
Beach  Kilgore,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  formerly  one 
of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  McLean  County,  who 
celebrates  his  eighty-eighth  birth  anniversary  Friday, 
March  23rd. 

‘Tor  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  afflicted  with  de¬ 
bilities  that  keep  him  confined  to  his  chair  or  bed,  but 
he  is  nevertheless  cheerful  and  enjoys  visitors. 

“On  March  5,  Mr.  Kilgore’s  home  was  damaged  by 
fire  and  he  was  carried  from  the  house  by  firemen.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  shock  suffered  at  the  time,  and  so  that  he 
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might  be  given  more  careful  medical  attention,  he  was 
removed  to  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital. 

“Mr.  Kilgore  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio, 
March  23,  1840,  the  son  of  John  and  Malona  C.  Beach 
Kilgore,  natives  of  Madison  County,  Ohio.  His  father 
first  acquired  100  acres  of  land  in  Ohio,  subsequently  in¬ 
creasing  his  possession  there  to  the  extent  of  256  acres. 
On  this  farm  he  lived  from  1839  to  1893.  At  one  time 
he  was  also  the  owner  of  800  acres  of  land  in  Lawn¬ 
dale  Township,  McLean  County. 

“Thomas  B.  Kilgore  received  his  education  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  and  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  University.  He  was 
reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  assisted  his  father  in 
the  farm  work  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  In 
1861  he  enlisted  in  the  First  Regiment,  Company  K, 
Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  organized  under  Col  Ransom, 
and  during  his  service  he  took  part  in  thirty  battles.  He 
was  a  Sergeant  in  his  Company  and  served  three  years. 
He  still  recalls  many  thrilling  experiences  he  had  dur¬ 
ing  the  Battle  of  Corinth  and  while  at  Courtland,  Ala¬ 
bama,  when  the  batallion  of  which  he  was  a  member 
was  surrounded  and  captured.  Mr.  Kilgore  and  five 
others  put  spurs  to  their  horses  and  escaped  under  a 
heavy  fire. 

“He  fought  at  Shiloh,  Perryville,  Stone  River,  Chick- 
amauga,  where  his  horse  was  shot  from  under  him,  Mis¬ 
sionary  Ridge,  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  Missouri  Ridge, 
Dalton,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  and 
in  many  other  engagements,  emerging  from  all  un¬ 
harmed. 

“Mrs.  Kilgore’s  only  brother,  ‘Ira’  Batterson,  was 
the  editor  of  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  Newspaper,  after 
the  surrender  of  that  city  to  General  Grant  in  1863,  and 
was  brutally  murdered  on  the  streets  of  that  city  by  po- 
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litical  or  military  adversaries.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  Army. 

‘‘After  the  war,  Mr.  Kilgore  remained  with  his  father 
on  the  farm.  On  March  10,  1867,  he  came  to  Illinois, 
and  with  his  father’s  assistance  bought  320  acres  of  land 
in  Lawndale  Township.  To  this  he  later  added  160 
acres.  Since  1888  he  has  lived  in  retirement  in  Bloom¬ 
ington,  residing  at  1006  East  Grove  street,  until  that 
residence  was  damaged  by  ’fire. 

“Mr.  Kilgore  is  a  Republican  and  he  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  having  been  a  member 
of  that  organization  since  1873. 

“Despite  his  long  disability,  there  is  still  the  air  of 
power  about  his  broad  shoulders  and  strong  features. 
He  says  that  his  memories  keep  him  company  and  al¬ 
though  his  faculties  for  remembering  exactly  as  in  for¬ 
mer  years  are  somewhat  impaired,  he  can  still  recall 
years  of  history.” 

Children : 

JOHN  MARTIN  KILGORE  wras  born  at  Colfax, 
Illinois,  March  29,  1868,  and  married  at  Lexing¬ 
ton,  Illinois,  March  13,  1895,  Lucy  Kennedy, 
daughter  of  William  Hopkins  and  Caroline  (Har¬ 
ness)  Kennedy.  She  died  at  Bluffton,  Indiana,  Feb¬ 
ruary  11,  1934. 

Children : 

MARGENE  KILGORE  MURRAY  was  born, 
December  23,  1895.  She  married,  August  3, 
1914,  at  Wahpeton,  North  Dakota,  John 
Browning  Foster,  who  died,  May  1st,  1916. 
She  was  married  the  second  time  to  Adam 
Murray,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sophia  (Turn- 
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bull)  Murray,  January  21,  1918.  They  lived 
at  Bluffton,  Indiana. 

Children  by  first  marriage : 

LUCY  LOUISE  FOSTER,  now  a  gradu¬ 
ate  nurse  at  Brokaw  Hospital,  Blooming¬ 
ton,  Illinois. 

BERNICE  FOSTER,  married  Fred  Yant, 
of  Fort,  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Children  by  second  marriage : 

GAYLORD  THOMAS  MURRAY,  born 
in  1918,  living  at  Bluffton,  Indiana. 

EDWIN  KILGORE  MURRAY,  born, 
1920. 

JACK  OLIVER  MURRAY,  born  in  1925. 

GAYLORD  KILGORE,  son  of  John  Martin 
Kilgore,  was  born,  November  25,  1897.  He 
is  not  married. 

ELIZABETH  MALONA  KILGORE  WELCH, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Kilgore  Beach,  was  born, 
June  1,  1871,  and  married  at  Bloomington,  Illinois, 
May  7,  1895,  to  Dr.  William  Henry  Welch ,  son  of 
Jeremiah  and  Sarah  (Myers)  Welch,  who  was 
born  in  Bloomington,  May  7,  1871.  Jeremiah 
Welch  was  born,  July  10,  1826;  died  in  Indiana, 
April  23,  1897,  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Jane  (Myers) 
Welch,  was  born  in  1830,  and  died,  January  12, 
1906. 

Jeremiah  Welch  was  the  son  of  Solomon  Welch 
and  Susan  Jacoby  Welch;  his  wife,  Susan  Jane,  was 
the  daughter  of  John  Grove  Myers  and  his  wife 
Mary  (Lindley)  Myers. 

“After  Elizabeth  Malona  and  Dr.  Welch  were 
married,  the  young  couple  made  their  home  in  Lex¬ 
ington,  where  he  had  been  practicing  veterinary 
medicine  since  1892. 
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“Dr.  Welch  was  mayor  of  Lexington  from  1905 
to  1907.  He  was  also  at  various  times,  alderman, 
member  of  the  Library  Board  and  a  trustee  of  the 
Brokaw  Hospital. 

“Among  the  public  positions  which  he  filled  with 
honor  were  State  Veterinarian  of  Illinois,  member 
of  the  Undulant  Fever  Committee  of  the  Illinois 
State  Board  of  Public  Health,  honorary  member 
of  the  Mississippi  Valley  Veterinary  Medical  As¬ 
sociation  and  of  the  Indiana  State  Veterinary  Med¬ 
ical  Association,  member  and  president  in  1922-23 
of  the  American  Veterinary  Medical  Association 
and  also  served  on  the  Resolutions,  Legative  and 
Policy  Committees  of  the  organization  at  various 
times;  member,  president  and  secretary  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  State  Veterinary  Medical  Association;  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  McLean  County  Veterinary  Associa¬ 
tion;  board  member  of  the  United  States  Live 
Stock  Sanitary  Association;  member  of  the  Illinois 
State  Horse  Breeders  Association;  member  of  the 
Advisory  Committee  of  the  Horse  Association  of 
America,  and  formerly  editor  of  the  Equine  Prac¬ 
tice  Section  in  North  America. 

“For  this  illustrious  life  of  service,  Dr.  Welch 
was  selected  for  a  place  in  ‘Who's  Who  in  Amer¬ 
ica'  in  1925. 

“He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Lexington  and  of  the  Masonic  Lodge. 

“After  a  long  illness  with  heart  disease  which 
began  in  February  of  this  year,  Dr.  Welch  passed 
away  at  12:30  a.  m.  Friday,  October  25,  1935.” 

For  the  past  number  of  years,  Mrs.  Welch  has 
been  postmistress  at  Lexington,  Illinois,  where  she 
still  resides. 

Children : 
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ELEANOR  WELCH  KEATTS,  daughter  of 
William  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Kilgore  Welch, 
was  born,  July  12,  1904,  in  Lexington,  Illinois. 
She  graduated  from  Junior  College  of  Fran¬ 
ces  Shimer  School  of  the  University  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  June,  1924;  graduated  from  Illinois 
Wesleyan  University  in  1926,  A.  B.  degree, 
and  also  Teacher’s  Certificate  from  the  School 
of  Speech.  She  is  a  Kappa  Kappa  Gamma, 
and  has  taught  Chenoa  Community  High 
School  two  years. 

She  married  Rolla  Merle  Keatts,  June  16, 
1928,  in  Lexington,  Illinois. 

Rolla  M.  Keatts  majored  in  Architectural 
Engineering  at  the  University  of  Illinois, 
where  he  was  a  member  of  Theta  Xi  Frater¬ 
nity.  He  is  now  consulting  air-conditioning 
engineer  with  the  Norge  Company  in  Chicago. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Medinah  Temple 
Shrine  Band  in  Chicago. 

Rollo  Merle  Keatts  is  the  son  of  John 
Thomas  Keatts,  born,  October  6,  1858,  and 
his  wife,  Laura  May  (Harrington)  Keatts, 
born,  April  5,  1867.  John  Thomas  was  the 
son  of  Isaac  C.  Keatts  and  his  wife,  Minerva 
(Graven)  Keatts;  and  Isaac  Keatts  was  the 
son  of  William  Keatts. 

Laura  May  (Harrington)  Keatts,  is  the 
daughter  of  Hezekiah  Johnson  Harrington, 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Griffith)  Harrington. 
Children : 

JOHN  HARRINGTON  KEATTS,  born, 
July  11,  1934. 

LAURASTINE  WELCH  PROBASCO,  second 
daughter  of  William  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Kil- 
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gore  Welch,  of  Lexington,  was  born,  May  7, 
1908.  She  graduated  from  the  Illinois  Wes¬ 
leyan  University,  June,  1929,  a  member  of 
the  Kappa  Kappa  Gamma,  and  President  of 
the  Theta  Alpha  Phi.  She  taught  Downers 
Grove  Township  High  School,  1929-1934. 

She  married  John  Leonard  Probasco ,  of 
Bloomington,  August  18,  1934.  They  resided 
one  year  in  Chicago,  while  Doctor  Probasco 
was  resident  Doctor  at  the  Chicago  Lying-In 
Hospital,  and  then  located  in  Rockford,  Illi¬ 
nois,  August,  1935. 

Doctor  Probasco  was  born  in  Bloomington, 
Illinois,  March  27,  1907,  son  of  John  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Charlotte  (Leonard)  Probasco.  He 
graduated  from  the  Illinois  Wesleyan  Univer¬ 
sity  with  a  B.  S.  degree,  June,  1928;  Rush 
Medical  College,  1932;  and  interned  two 
years  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  Lie  spent 
one  year  at  Chicago  Maternity  Center  and 
Lying-In  Hospital  of  the  University  Clinics. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta 
hraternity  at  Illinois  Wesleyan  University; 
also  was  president  of  the  Nu  Sigma  Nu 
Medical  Social  Fraternity,  and  Alpha  Omega 
Alpha,  Medical  Honorary  Fraternity. 

Laurastine  writes  : 

“The  name  Probasco  is  of  Spanish  ori¬ 
gin,  I  believe,  but  Aunt  ‘Cot1  always  says  that 
the  family  sojourned  in  Holland  at  one  time, 
and  that  is  where  they  got  the  blonde  hair. 
The  original  Probasco  came  to  this  country, 
1630  something,  if  I  remember  correctly;  so, 
even  though  the  name  sounds  odd,  it  really 
isn’t  foreign.  His  Probasco  grandparents  arc 
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from  Kentucky,  where  his  great-grandfather, 
Dr.  David  Owen  Tully,  was  a  practicing  phy¬ 
sician  in  Logan  County. 

“The  Leonard  family  came  from  Syracuse, 
New  York,  but  are  descended  from  an  old 
New  England  family  in  which  the  names  of 
Bostwick  and  Bowen  are  prominent.” 
MAUDE  BATTERTON  KILGORE  VASEY,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Kilgore,  was  born,  August  2,  1877,  and  mar¬ 
ried,  October  30,  1902,  to  Albert  William  Vasey,  of 
LeRoy,  Illinois.  He  was  born  in  1876,  the  son  of  Lu¬ 
cius  Albert  Vasey,  born  in  1849,  and  his  wife,  Amelia 
(Tobie)  Vasey.  They  were  married  in  1875,  and  Lu¬ 
cius  Albert  was  the  son  of  Richard  William  and  Ru- 
manda  (Pierce)  Vasey,  married,  1845,  in  New  York 
State.  Richard  was  the  son  of  William  Vasey,  who  was 
born  in  England. 

Children  of  Maude  Kilgore  and  Albert  Vasey: 

LUCIUS  BEACH  VASEY  was  born  in  1904,  and 
married  in  1929  to  Jean  Mae  Gould.  They  live 
at  Long  Beach,  California. 

Children : 

RICHARD  BEACH  VASEY,  born  in  1933. 

WAYNE  GOULD  VASEY,  born  in  1935. 

PIERCE  KILGORE  VASEY  was  born  in  1907,  and 
married  in  1936,  to  Eleanore  Reynolds.  They  live 
at  Manhattan  Beach,  California. 

ELIZABETH  VASEY  was  born  in  1909,  and  mar¬ 
ried  in  1934  to  Powell  Anthony  Tenkhoff.  They 
live  at  Long  Beach,  California. 

THOMAS  KILGORE  VASEY,  born  in  1911.  He 
graduated  from  the  Leland  Stanford  with  an  A.  B. 
and  from  the  University  of  California  with  an  M. 
A.  degree.  Now  at  Columbia  University,  study¬ 
ing  for  his  Ph.D.  degree. 
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THOMAS  BEACH  KILGORE,  JR.,  was  born,  May  16, 
1881,  at  Colfax,  Illinois,  and  graduated  at  Illinois  Wes¬ 
leyan  University  in  both  Literary  and  Law  Depart¬ 
ments.  He  married  in  January,  1902,  Marguerita  Smith, 
daughter  of  Doctor  Edgar  M.  and  Margaret  (Hans- 
child)  Smith,  who  was  President  of  Illinois  Wesleyan 
University  at  Bloomington,  Illinois,  1895-1902. 

Mrs.  Kilgore  died,  September  25,  1923,  at  Evanston, 
Illinois,  and  is  buried  in  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

They  resided  in  Spokane,  Washington,  where  he  was 
Vice  President  of  the  Spokane  Title  and  Guaranty  Co. 
Child: 

MARY  ELEANOR  KILGORE  FINGELD  was 
born,  December  23,  1907,  in  Spokane,  Washing¬ 
ton,  and  graduated  from  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity,  in  June,  1929.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  Sigma  Kappa.  She  taught  in 
the  Pontiac  High  School,  one  year,  and  then  mar¬ 
ried  Richard  Mone  Fingeld,  of  Lexington,  Illinois, 
June  26,  1930. 

Mr.  Fingeld  is  a  graduate  of  Illinois  Wesleyan 
University  with  the  class  of  1927,  where  he  was  a 
member  of  Tau  Kappa  Epsilon  Fraternity  and  Phi 
Kappa  Phi.  He  was  born  at  Areola,  Illinois,  March 
23,  1905.  He  is  engaged  in  newspaper  work  and 
is  now  city  editor  of  the  Bureau  County  Republican. 

They  reside  in  Princeton,  Illinois,  where  they 
are  active  in  social  and  civic  affairs  as  well  as  edu¬ 
cational  and  religious  interests. 

Children : 

RICHARD  KILGORE  FINGELD,  born,  May 
31,  1931. 

MARY  MARGARET  FINGELD,  born,  Octo¬ 
ber  18,  1934. 
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SARAH  ANN  KILGORE  STAUFFER,  daughter  of 
Malona  (Beach)  Kilgore  and  granddaughter  of  Uri 
Beach,  was  born,  April  26,  1845,  and  died,  October  9, 
1893.  She  married,  December  14,  1869,  Samuel  Renner 
Stauffer,  at  West  Jefferson,  Ohio,  and  moved  to  Colfax, 
Illinois.  He  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  November  20, 
1845. 

Samuel  R.  Stauffer  was  a  member  of  Company  K, 
91st  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  during 
the  Civil  War,  and  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
died,  March  11,  1922,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
buried  at  Colfax,  Illinois.  Children: 

ORA  MALONA  STAUFFER  MILLIKAN,  great- 
granddaughter  of  Uri  Beach,  and  daughter  of 
Sarah  Ann  (Kilgore)  Stauffer,  was  born,  March 
6,  1871,  and  married  to  Asa  G.  Millikan,  son  of 
W.  C.  and  Anna  (Ashby)  Millikan,  December  24, 
1900.  Their  home  was  in  Colfax,  Illinois. 

Children : 

RUTH  E.  MILLIKAN  ROTH  was  born,  Feb¬ 
ruary  19,  1902,  married  Lloyd  Roth,  son  of 
Samuel  and  Lanora  (Singer)  Roth,  of  Wes¬ 
ton,  Illinois,  March  20,  1925. 

FRED  MILLIKAN  was  born  in  1908. 

MATTIE  S.  STAUFFER  DANIELS,  daughter  of 
Sarah  Ann  (Kilgore)  Stauffer  and  great-grand¬ 
daughter  of  Uri  Beach,  was  born,  May  23,  1872, 
and  died,  February  20,  1924.  She  married  Sey¬ 
more  Daniels,  son  of  John  Daniels,  of  Beaver, 
Ohio,  on  June  19,  1895. 

They  have  four  children  : 

HAROLD  S.  DANIELS  married  Lena  Alpers , 
daughter,  of  Martin  and  Catherine  (Miller) 
Alpers.  Child: 

WAYNE  DANIELS. 
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MABEL  DANIELS  married  Henry  Alpers , 
who  was  born,  January  7,  1901,  and  is  the 
brother  of  Lena  Alpers. 

Children : 

ALICE  LOUISE  ALPERS. 

ROBERT  DANIELS. 

LUCILE  DANIELS. 

FRANK  NOBLE  STAUFFER,  son  of  Sarah  Ann 
(Kilgore)  Stauffer,  was  born,  August  17,  1873. 
He  married  Maude  Able,  June,  1895.  She  died 
in  January,  1897.  He  married  a  second  time  to 
Mrs.  Mattie  Huffman  Wilson,  now  living  in  Colfax, 
Illinois. 

Child  by  first  marriage : 

PEARL  STAUFFER  was  born,  January  5, 
1897;  is  the  wife  of  August  C.  Oelschlager, 
born,  October  26,  1892,  at  Odell,  Illinois. 
Child  by  second  marriage: 

EDITH  STAUFFER  died  at  the  age  of  6  years. 
ALBERT  STAUFFER  was  born,  September  7,  1876, 
and  married  to  Anna  Bingham,  January  17,  1906, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Bingham,  of 
Fairbury,  Illinois.  They  reside  in  Amboy,  Minne¬ 
sota. 

They  have  seven  children : 

ROY  E.  STAUFFER. 

LOLA  M.  STAUFFER. 

HARLIN  W.  STAUFFER. 

WALTER  BEACH  STAUFFER. 

FRANCIS  M.  STAUFFER. 

GLADYS  STAUFFER. 

WARREN  STAUFFER. 

HEIEN  STAUFFER. 

SAMUEL  RENNER  STAUFFER,  JR.,  son  of 
Sarah  Ann  (Kilgore)  Stauffer,  and  great-grandson 
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of  Uri  Beach,  was  born,  June  8,  1878.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  October  24,  1901,  Pearle  C.  Harpole,  born, 
June  21,  1881,  daughter  of  Alfred  Harpole,  who 
was  born,  November  13,  1840,  and  died,  January 
8,  1907,  and  Jane  Miller  Harpole,  of  Colfax,  Illi¬ 
nois,  born,  August  28,  1843,  and  died,  May  26, 
1885.  They  are  living  at  Hymer,  Kansas,  on  a 
1,400-acre  cattle  ranch. 

Children  : 

HARRY  BEACH  STAUFFER,  born,  May  27, 
1903,  student  at  Washington  University  Med¬ 
ical  School,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

MARJORIE  STAUFFER  was  born,  February 
18,  1906. 

MAURICE  STAUFFER  was  born,  July  14, 
1915. 

EVA  MAY  STAUFFER  OUTLAW,  great-grand¬ 
daughter  of  Uri  Beach,  was  born,  March  10,  1883, 
and  married  to  Chester  W.  Outlaw,  born,  June  8, 
1880,  of  Colfax,  Illinois,  June  2,  1901.  They  were 
both  burned  to  death  on  September  12,  1905,  by 
an  explosion  of  a  kerosene  can  at  their  home  in 
Braman,  Oklahoma. 

Chester  Outlaw  was  the  son  of  Robert  Daniels 
Outlaw,  born,  December  24,  1853;  died,  Novem¬ 
ber  23,  1923,  and  Huldah  Ellen  (McReynolds) 
Outlaw,  born,  May  23,  1858;  and  died,  October 
29,  1905. 

JOHiS  NOBLE  KILGORE,  son  of  Malona  (Beach)  Kil¬ 
gore,  and  grandson  of  Uri  Beach,  was  born,  November 
12,  1859.  He  was  married  first  to  May  Smith  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  31,  1885.  She  was  born,  May  19,  1864,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Edward  and  Lavina  Smith. 

Children : 

CIA  DE  SMITH  KILGORE,  son  of  John  Noble 
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Kilgore,  was  born,  December  13,  1885.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  August  5,  1913,  Edna  Adaline  Madison,  who 
was  born  near  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  August  5, 
1884.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Aurelius 
and  Mardi  (Whippo)  Madison,  of  Iowa.  Clyde 
died,  November  11,  1918,  at  Clarkdale,  Arizona. 
Children : 

WILLIAM  MADISON  KILGORE,  born,  Au¬ 
gust  2,  1915,  at  Prescott,  Arizona. 

ETHEL  LOUISE  KILGORE,  born,  January 
3,  1919,  at  Kenton,  Ohio. 

WILLIAM  MORROW  KILGORE  was  born,  May 
15,  1890,  on  a  farm  near  Colfax;  died  at  Phoenix, 
Arizona,  on  December  13,  1909,  aged  19  years. 

EDNA  A.  KILGORE,  address  is  561  Alberta  Street, 
Pasadena,  California. 

Two  children. 

Uri  Beach  II 

URI  BEACH  II,  fifth  child  of  Uri  Beach,  was  born  in  Ca¬ 
naan  Township,  Ohio,  where  Amity  now  stands,  January  13, 
1826.  He  received  such  education  as  the  common  schools  and  his 
limited  facilities  afforded.  He  was  the  oldest  of  three  brothers 
and  was  left  an  orphan  by  the  death  of  his  father  when  only 
six  years  of  age,  and  his  services  were  early  demanded  in  help¬ 
ing  his  mother  care  for  the  large  family  of  children. 

He  married,  March  6,  1845,  Eleanor  Downing,  a  school 
teacher  in  Franklin  County.  She  was  born,  November  22,  1825, 
in  Madison  County,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Elizabeth  (Hay¬ 
den)  Downing.  They  resided  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio.  Since 
the  home  was  in  the  country,  they  lived  the  life  of  a  pioneer 
family,  began  housekeeping  in  a  one-room  log  house  surrounded 
by  virgin  timber,  and  nightly  were  visited  by  wolves.  As  time 
passed  on,  he  cleared  the  land,  erected  modern  buildings,  took 
special  interest  in  raising  stock,  and  often  held  offices  in  the 
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township.  He  was  re-elected  Assessor  of  Brown  Township  for 
about  twenty-live  consecutive  years. 

H  e  was  a  farmer,  but  devoted  most  of  his  time  for  more  than 
twenty  years  to  shipping  livestock  to  the  Eastern  Markets.  He 
shipped  more  livestock  than  any  one  man  in  this  part  of  Ohio. 

Early  in  life,  they  became  members  of  Foster  Chapel  Church, 
about  four  miles  from  West  Jefferson,  and  carried  heavy  re¬ 
sponsibilities  in  the  church;  every  Sunday,  the  spring  wagon  or 
carriage  carried  the  whole  family  to  services — Sunday  School, 
of  which  he  was  Superintendent  for  many  years,  and  Church. 
He  really  gave  his  life  for  his  church,  as  he  was  out  collectings 
the  pastor’s  salary  when,  due  to  his  faulty  hearing,  he  met  death 
at  the  interurban  crossing  at  West  Jefferson,  June  16,  1909. 
His  good  wife  preceded  him  to  that  unknown  land  in  December, 
1906. 

Children : 

DR.  TIMOTHY  DOWNING  BEACH,  son  of  Uri 
Beach  II,  was  born  in  Brown  Township,  Franklin  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ohio,  January  17,  1848. 

He  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  school 
and  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  entered  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University.  Later,  by  teaching  in  the  common  schools, 
he  worked  his  way  through  the  several  courses  necessary 
for  the  attainment  of  his  medical  degrees,  and  graduated 
from  Starling  Medical  College  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  in 
1870.  He  later  entered  Bellevue  Medical  College  of 
New  York  City,  receiving  his  degree  in  1875.  He  was 
the  scholar  of  the  family  and  read  Latin  as  a  pastime. 
Locating  in  Catawba,  Ohio,  he  practiced  medicine  for 
over  thirty  years,  and  during  this  time  he  gained  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  community. 

In  1876,  Dr.  Beach  was  united  in  marriage  to  Talitha 
Bales,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  and  Lydia  (Rigdon) 
Bales,  of  Somerford  Township,  Madison  County,  Ohio. 
She  was  born,  January  17,  1855,  in  Madison  County, 
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Ohio,  and  was  the  great-granddaughter  of  Moses  and 
Mary  (Fish)  Bales,  colonial  settlers,  belonging  to  the 
old  commonwealth  of  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Beach  spent  her  early  life  on  her  father’s  coun¬ 
try  estate.  She  was  educated  in  the  district  school  and 
studied  for  three  years  under  a  famous  southern  tutor. 
She  later  attended  Ohio  Wesley  University.  It  was  dur¬ 
ing  her  young  career,  at  the  district  school,  that  a  pretty 
romance  culminated  between  her  and  the  schoolmaster, 
Mr.  Beach.  On  November  28,  1876,  a  home  wedding 
of  charming  old-time  appointments  took  place,  which 
united  Talitha  Bales  with  Dr.  Beach.  The  newly  wed¬ 
ded  couple  took  up  their  residence  in  Catawba,  Ohio, 
where  they  lived  for  over  thirty  years. 

In  1921,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Beach  moved  to  London, 
Ohio,  where  the  Doctor  retired  from  the  practice  of 
medicine. 

Doctor  Beach  was  a  member  of  Chandler  Lodge,  No. 
138,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  He  was  of  a  quiet  and  retiring 
disposition,  but  his  many  friends,  those  who  really  knew 
him,  honored  a  true  gentleman.  Doctor  Beach  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent  physicians  in  central  Ohio. 

He  passed  away  December  28,  1922,  aged  seventy- 
four  years.  Children: 

LEROY  BEACH  was  born  at  Tradersville,  Ohio, 
April  20,  1878,  and  came  to  Springfield,  Ohio,  in 
May,  1898,  where  he  learned  the  machinist  trade, 
which  he  has  continued  to  follow. 

On  October  24,  1900,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Nellie  Blanche  Funk,  born,  March  8,  1876,  at 
Springfield,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Joel  Funk,  born. 
July  9,  1829,  at  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  died,  De¬ 
cember  7,  1924,  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  Caroline 
Washburn  (Church)  Funk,  born  at  Sidney,  Ohio, 
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on  August  7,  1841,  and  died,  September  23,  1916, 
at  Springfield,  Ohio. 

Children : 

WILLIAM  EUGENE  BEACH,  born,  May  7, 
1903;  died  soon  after  birth. 

HERBERL  JOEL  BEACH  was  born,  Febru¬ 
ary  28,  1905,  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  is  now 
grown  to  manhood.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Springfield  High  School,  1924,  and  Witten¬ 
berg  College,  1928,  and  is  a  professor  of 
Mathematics  in  the  Cleveland  schools. 

ALTA  BEACH  FITZGIVEN,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Timothy  Downing  Beach,  was  born,  December  29, 
1880,  in  Catawba,  Clarke  County,  Ohio.  She 
spent  her  girlhood  days  in  Catawba,  where  she  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools. 

On  February  15,  1899,  she  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Edward  Fitzgiven,  born,  November  7, 
1870,  in  Ireland,  son  of  the  late  John  and  Mary 
Russel  Fitzgiven,  late  of  Catawba,  Ohio,  who  were 
born  in  Ireland.  Mary  Russel  Fitzgiven  belonged 
to  the  “Old  Royalty  of  Ireland.” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fitzgiven  reside  on  their  beauti¬ 
ful  farm  on  Kingscreek  Road,  near  Urbana,  Ohio. 
Children : 

GRACE  FITZGIVEN,  born,  March  8,  1900, 
married,  May  24,  1927,  William  Crabhill, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Crabhill,  Spring- 
field,  Ohio.  She  lived  in  South  Vienna,  Ohio. 

RICHARD  FITZGIVEN,  born,  September  10, 
1905. 

ADA  BEACH  CHANCE  was  born  in  Catawba, 
Ohio,  April  9,  1886,  and  was  educated  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  school  at  Catawba,  and  later  moved  to  Lon¬ 
don,  where  she  attended  High  School.  From  here 
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she  entered  Wittenberg  College,  Springfield,  Ohio, 
where  she  graduated  in  the  Class  of  1907. 

On  May  5,  1908,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Jesse  Ellsworth  Chance,  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Joseph 
William  and  Elizabeth  Alfretta  (Snyder)  Chance. 
Jesse  was  born,  April  12,  1884,  at  London,  Ohio. 
Their  marriage  took  place  in  the  ancestral  home 
of  the  bride’s  parents  at  137  North  Oak  Street, 
London,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chance  left  after 
the  wedding  ceremony  for  Chicago,  Illinois,  where 
they  have  spent  most  of  their  life.  Mr.  Chance 
was  graduated  from  Bliss  Electrical  School,  Ta¬ 
coma  Park,  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  the  Class  of 
1904. 

Mrs.  Chance  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of 
American  Revolution;  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  Chi¬ 
cago  Society  of  Ohio  Women;  U.  S.  Daughters  of 
1812,  and  charter  member  of  the  Daughters  of 
American  Colonists,  Delphian  Society  and  the  East 
High  School  Club. 

Child : 

MARGARET  BEACH  CHANCE,  born,  Au¬ 
gust  28,  1912,  is  a  talented  violinist. 

DOWNING  BEACH  was  born,  October  7,  1888,  in 
Catawba,  Clark  County,  Ohio,  and  spent  his  early 
boyhood  days  in  Catawba,  Ohio,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools,  later  moving  with  his  parents  to 
London,  Ohio.  He  attended  Wittenberg  Acad¬ 
emy  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  where  he  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1907.  The  following  fall  he  entered 
Wittenberg  College  and  continued  his  studies,  pur¬ 
suing  the  Classical  Course,  and  graduated  in  the 
Class  of  1911.  He  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Fraternity,  Alpha  Tau  Omega. 

On  September  27,  1916,  Downing  Beach  was 
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united  in  marriage  to  Hazel  Elizabeth  Hamilton , 
daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  Rankin  and  Georgiana 
(Dickerson)  Hamilton,  at  their  former  home  in 
Peabody,  Kansas. 

Mrs.  Beach,  who  was  born,  October  6,  1892,  at 
Cadiz,  Ohio,  graduated  from  the  Peabody  High 
School,  1910,  and  from  Wittenberg  College, 
Springfield,  Ohio,  1914,  where  she  was  a  member 
of  Alpha  Xi  Delta  Sorority.  In  1921,  she  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Grand  Warder  of  Grand  Chapter,  Order 
of  Eastern  Star  of  Ohio,  and  in  1925,  she  served 
as  Worthy  Grand  Matron  of  this  organization. 
She  is  also  a  charter  member  of  Delphian  Society, 
and  past  president  of  East  High  School  Club. 

In  1923,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beach  took  Max  Moats 
at  the  age  of  five  years,  into  their  home  to  raise. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beach  reside  on  the  Beachland, 
on  the  banks  of  Deer  Creek  near  London,  Ohio, 
one  of  the  beautiful  old  historic  spots  in  central 
Ohio.  Children: 

REBECCA  JANE  BEACH,  born,  March  8, 
1928. 

ELIZABETH  ANN  BEACH,  born,  June  24, 
1933. 

DARWIN  BEACH  was  born  in  Catawba,  Clark 
County,  Ohio,  January  3,  1894.  He  spent  his 
early  life  in  his  boyhood  home  in  Catawba,  and 
there  attended  his  first  school.  In  1921,  he  moved 
with  his  parents  to  London,  Ohio.  Here  he  at¬ 
tended  school,  and  later  entered  Wittenberg  Acad¬ 
emy,  Springfield,  Ohio,  where  he  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1910.  He  was  a  pledge  member  of  Alpha 
Tau  Omega  Fraternity.  Later,  Darwin  entered 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University  for  a  short  time.  Dur- 
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ing  the  World  War  he  served  one  year  in  Camp 
Sherman,  Chillicothe,  Ohio. 

On  June  8,  1916,  Darwin  Beach  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Nellie  Edna  Lucas ,  of  West  Jefferson, 
Ohio.  She  was  born,  October  28,  1894,  near  We  ;t 
Jefferson,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  John 
Thompson  and  Edna  Annette  (Johnson)  Lucas. 
The  great-great-grandfather  of  Nellie  Lucas 
Beach,  on  the  paternal  side,  was  Captain  Thomas 
Lucas,  one  of  the  outstanding  heroes  of  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  West 
Jefferson  High  School  and  became  a  school  teacher 
by  profession.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beach  and  family 
reside  in  London,  Ohio. 

Children  : 

LORREST  LUCAS  BEACH,  born,  July  3, 
1917. 

JOHN  DOWNING  BEACH,  born,  December 
25,  1919. 

ISAAC  WILLIAM  BEACH,  son  of  Uri  II  and  Eleanor 
(Downing)  Beach,  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio, 
July  21,  1850,  and  died,  April  20,  1911,  killed  by  a 
falling  tree.  He  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  at  Ohio,  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  and 
at  a  Commercial  College  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

On  February  25,  1874,  he  married  Ruth  Alma  Slygh , 
daughter  of  Mathias  Slygh  and  Sarah  (Patterson) 
Slygh,  born,  April  19,  1852,  at  Madison  County,  Ohio. 

He  worked  at  farming  until  31  years  of  age,  when  he 
came  to  Plain  City  and  embarked  as  a  furniture  dealer 
and  undertaker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beach  were  Baptists 
and  he  was  a  Republican.  He  served  the  township  as 
assessor.  Children : 

LULU  ANN  BEACH  DAVIS  was  born  in  Madison 
County,  January  6,  1875;  graduated  from  Colum- 
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bus  Normal  School  in  June,  1905,  and  taught 
school  twenty-one  years  until  her  health  failed. 
She  married,  July  2,  1895,  Reverend  Walter  Luke 
Davis,  son  of  William  Henry  Davis,  and  Sarah 
Briggs,  of  Briggsdale,  Ohio,  born,  July  14,  1872, 
at  Dublin,  Ohio.  He  was  graduated  from  Scio 
College,  1895,  and  Drew  Theo  Seminary,  Madison, 
New  Jersey,  1899.  He  died  in  Delaware,  Ohio, 
April  18,  1923. 

She  married  a  second  time,  June  24,  1925,  at 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  Harry  Roscoe  Mann,  an 
interior  decorator.  He  was  born  in  Richmond,  In¬ 
diana,  August  23,  1873,  the  son  of  James  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Jane  (Price)  Mann. 

Children  by  first  marriage : 

RUTHERFORD  BEACH  DAVIS,  born,  July 
18,  1896,  at  Plain  City,  Ohio,  and  died,  June 
15,  1915,  at  Seamin,  Ohio. 

CAROL  ISAAC  DAVIS  was  born,  December 
25,  1898;  married,  September  18,  1917,  at 
Madison,  New  Jersey,  Lillian  Audrey  Jackson, 
daughter  of  Ward  Elmer  and  Annie  Rebecca 
(Pearce)  Jackson,  born,  October  11,  1897,  of 
Suffolk,  Virginia.  He  is  a  Dramatic  leader, 
with  headquarters  in  New  York  City.  His 
wife  is  also  an  actress. 

Child: 

JACQUELINE  ANNE  DAVIS,  born  at 
South  Bend,  Indiana,  October  11,  1917, 
graduated  from  Young  Harris  High 
School  in  1935.  Is  now  attending  Young 
Harris  College,  Young  Harris,  Georgia. 

EDITH  CATHERINE  BEACH  HESS  was  born, 
September  21,  1889,  Plain  City,  Ohio;  married, 
October  7,  1910,  to  LeRoy  Clifford  Hess,  son  of 
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Henry  and  Melissa  (Little)  Hess,  of  Newcomers- 
town,  Ohio. 

Edith  graduated  from  the  Plain  City  High 
School  and  Columbus  Normal  School.  LeRoy 
graduated  from  the  Newcomerstown  High  School, 
and  the  Ohio  State  University.  He  is  an  electri¬ 
cian  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 
Children : 

HELEN  RUTH  HESS  was  born,  May  28, 
1912,  at  Newcomerstown,  Ohio.  Graduated 
with  honors  from  Langley  High  School,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pennsylvania.  She  received  her  B. 
S.  degree  in  three  and  a  half  years  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  where  she  was  a 
member  of  Beta  Phi  Alpha,  of  which  she  was 
President  her  Sophomore  and  Senior  years. 
She  teaches  Commercial  Education,  English 
and  History,  and  was  recently  awarded  a  life 
State  High  School  Teacher’s  Certificate,  being 
one  of  the  youngest  teachers  in  Ohio  ever  to 
receive  such  a  certificate. 

At  the  present  time  Miss  Hess  is  affiliated 
with  a  number  of  clubs  and  social  groups  in 
Coshocton,  as  well  as  devoting  some  time  to 
studying  piano  and  cello.  Her  activities  in¬ 
clude  membership  in  Coshocton  branch,  Amer¬ 
ican  Association  of  University  Women,  of 
which  she  is  social  chairman;  Coshocton  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra,  of  which  she  is  secretary; 
Sorosis  Club;  Evening  group  of  Three  Rivers 
Delphian,  and  Wooster  Symphony  Orchestra. 
She  is  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Sunday  School,  secretary  of  the  inter¬ 
mediate  department,  and  member  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  orchestra. 
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Her  hobbies  are  golf,  tennis  and  swimming. 

HENRI  CLIFFORD  HESS  was  born,  Septem¬ 
ber  24,  1916,  at  Ingram,  Pennsylvania.  Grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Coshocton  High  School  in 
1935,  and  is  now  attending  Ohio  University 
at  Athens,  Ohio. 

EVA  NOBLE  BEACH  SIMMS,  a  notably  beautiful 
woman,  was  the  daughter  of  Uri  II,  and  was  born,  De¬ 
cember  3,  1854.  She  died,  January  10,  1888,  and  is 
buried  at  Plain  City,  Ohio. 

She  married,  August  22,  1876,  Reverend  Joseph  Le- 
long  Simms ,  son  of  James  S.  and  Jane  Simms,  who  was 
born,  December  21,  1849,  and  died,  June  7,  1916.  He 
is  buried  at  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

They  were  both  graduates  of  Ohio  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity,  in  the  class  of  1874.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Northern  Ohio  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  42  years,  and  was  very  devoted  to  his  work. 
Children : 

GRACE  ELLA  SIMS  MERRELL  was  born,  June 
20,  1878.  She  was  graduated  from  the  Ohio  North¬ 
ern  University  at  Ada,  Ohio,  and  taught  school  for 
several  years.  On  June  15,  1904,  she  married 
Charles  Stanley  Merrell,  son  of  William  Stanley 
and  Dorothy  (Williams)  Merrell,  of  Utica,  New 
York,  born,  August  1  1,  1876.  Mr.  Merrell  is  a 
hardware  merchant  at  Swanton,  Ohio.  He  is  much 
interested  in  the  Eastern  Star,  the  Parent-Teacher 
Association,  Church  work  and  other  community 
interests. 

Children : 

STANLEY  SIMMS  MERRELL  was  born, 
April  7,  1906,  He  is  Scout  Executive  of  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  America  and  in  charge  of  the 
Cape  Cod  Council.  He  married  lone  Atkin - 
188 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  POSTERITY  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


son,  July  9,  1931,  and  lives  at  Centerville, 
Massachusetts. 

FRED  CHARLES  MERRELL  was  born,  No¬ 
vember  15,  1914;  died,  November  25,  1930, 
at  age  of  17  years,  of  infantile  paralysis.  He 
was  a  beautiful  boy,  and  was  admired  by  all 
who  knew  him. 

CLARA  FRANCES  SIMMS  was  born,  April  18, 
1883,  and  died,  May,  1883. 

LEROY  VERNON  SIMMS  was  born  at  Prospect, 
Ohio,  September  4,  1885;  graduated  from  Van 
Lue,  Ohio,  High  School,  1903;  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University,  A.  B.,  1914;  Boston  University  School 
of  Theology,  STB,  1917.  He  married  Miss  Laura - 
bell  Aspinall ,  of  West  Liberty,  Ohio,  June  14, 
1913.  She  graduated  from  West  Liberty,  Ohio, 
High  School,  1908;  student  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1908-1909.  She  was  born,  West  Lib¬ 
erty,  Ohio,  June  14,  1889,  daughter  of  Charles  H. 
Aspinall  (born  at  West  Liberty,  Ohio,  September 
29,  1855)  and  Abigail  Abbie  (Farnsworth)  Aspin¬ 
all,  born,  Montgomery  Center,  Franklin  County, 
Vermont,  on  October  23,  1867,  and  died,  March 
22,  1917.  They  were  married,  September  11,  1884. 
She  is  buried  at  West  Liberty,  Ohio,  and  he  is  liv¬ 
ing  with  his  daughter  and  her  husband,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  LeRoy  Vernon  Simms. 

Children : 

ROBERT  LEE  SIMMS,  born  at  South  Leba¬ 
non,  Ohio,  January  25,  1918. 

ELIZABETH  HAYDEN  BEACH  CONVERSE,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Uri  II  and  Eleanor  (Downing)  Beach,  was  born, 
April  25,  1857,  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio.  She  received 
her  early  education  in  the  district  schools  and  in  1871 
entered  O.  W.  Female  College  (later  Ohio  Wesleyan) 
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1871-1874.  Instead  of  graduating,  she  decided  to  make 
quilts,  etc.,  and  prepare  her  dower  box  for  her  life  work. 

On  September  16,  1875,  she  was  married  to  Henry 
Burnham  Converse,  son  of  James  Norton  and  Julia  Ann 
(Calhoun)  Converse,  who  was  born,  January  8,  1850, 
and  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  later  became  a  student  of  Capitol  University,  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio. 

Henry  Burnham  Converse  (or  “Curney,”  as  he  was 
affectionately  called  by  his  little  sister,  who  couldn't  say 
“The  Colonel,”  a  nickname  that  had  been  given  him  by 
a  faithful  Irish  farm  hand),  attended  the  Capitol  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  then  became  a  student  of  the  J.  A.  Peasley 
Business  College  at  Columbus.  To  him,  farming  was 
the  “noblest  profession,”  and  stock-raising  was  his  spe¬ 
cial  interest.  He  always  supported  his  community  church 
and  was  active  in  politics  and  lodges. 

Quoted  from  the  History  of  Fayette,  Pickaway  and 
Madison  Counties,  Page  589:  “He  was  a  conspicuous 
figure  in  Urania  Lodge,  No.  311,  F.  and  A.  M.,  at 
Plain  City,  Adoniram  Chapter,  No.  73,  R.  A.  M.,  at 
London;  London  Council,  No.  41,  R.  and  S.  M.;  Mt. 
Vernon  Commandery,  No.  1,  K.  T. ;  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite  Societies  at  Cincinnati,  in  which 
he  took  the  thirty-second  degree — later  the  330,  the 
Serion  Temple  at  Cincinnati,  and  Lodge  No.  159,  K. 
F.  P.,  Plain  City.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  I. 
O.  O.  FT 

He  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Beach,  were  charter  mem¬ 
bers  of  Elizabeth  Chapter,  No.  56,  of  the  Ohio  Order 
of  Eastern  Star;  both  held  the  highest  offices  in  the 
lodge.  She  was  honored,  in  1925,  by  being  appointed 
Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star.  She  was 
very  active  in  church  work;  also  in  Woman’s  Christian 
Temperance  Union  work.  That  organization  rewarded 
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her  efforts  as  County  President  by  making  her  a  life 
member.  Her  children  were  never  neglected  for  any 
work  outside  her  home.  Now  her  home  is  still  the 
place  where  “the  children”  come  with  their  joys  and 
sorrows;  yes,  and  the  grandchildren  love  to  chat  and 
help  themselves  to  the  old-fashioned  cookies  in  the 
cookie  jar.  Even  though  the  home  ties  were  broken 
when  her  good  husband  died,  April  23,  1915,  the  spirit 
of  hospitality  still  pervades  the  old  home.” 

Children : 

WALTER  CONVERSE,  born,  May  29,  1878;  mar¬ 
ried,  April  15,  1907,  Zella  Beck ,  daughter  of 
Charles  Isaac  and  Mary  (Russell)  Beck.  He  is 
an  A.  B.  of  Ohio  State  University,  1900.  He  is  a 
Mason,  and  has  served  his  township  several  terms 
as  treasurer.  He  is  a  farmer  and  raiser  of  thor¬ 
ough-bred  stock. 

Children : 

DOROTHY  CONVERSE  was  born,  November 
4,  1908.  She  graduated  from  Hilliards  High 
School;  received  B.  A.  from  Ohio  State  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1934,  and  since  has  been  in  social 
service  work  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

CHARLES  DOWNING  CONVERSE  was 
born,  September  5,  1910.  He  graduated  from 
Hilliards  High  School,  was  awarded  a  four- 
year  scholarship  in  Ohio  State  University, 
made  Phi  Eta  Sigma,  an  honorary  scholastic 
society,  at  the  University.  He  received  his 
B.  A.  from  that  school  in  1934.  His  work 
is  in  Biology. 

EDWARD  HENRY  CONVERSE,  born,  Feb¬ 
ruary  7,  1912,  graduated  from  Hilliards  High 
School.  He  also  was  awarded  a  four-year 
scholarship  to  Ohio  State  University  in  the 
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College  of  Agriculture.  Since  he  is  a  me¬ 
chanic,  he  followed  his  trade  after  two  years 
in  the  University. 

JULIA  ELIZABETH  CONVERSE  was  born, 
November  22,  1914.  After  graduating  from 
High  School  in  Hilliards,  she  entered  Ohio 
State  University  and  is  now  in  her  Senior  year 
in  the  school  of  Home  Economics.  In  her 
Freshman  year,  she  was  elected  to  Scholaris, 
an  honorary  scholastic  society.  Her  special  in¬ 
terest  is  4-H  work. 

EDWARD  BECK  CONVERSE,  born,  Novem¬ 
ber  21,  1915,  graduated  from  Hilliards  High 
School.  He  was  the  third  boy  in  his  family 
to  win  a  four-year  scholarship  in  the  school 
of  agriculture  of  Ohio  State  University.  The 
competition  for  the  scholarship  was  always 
very  keen ;  more  than  two  hundred  pupils  take 
the  examinations  to  try  to  win  the  twenty 
scholarships  offered.  He  is  now  in  his  Senior 
year  in  the  University. 

ROBERT  HUGH  CONVERSE  was  born,  De¬ 
cember  19,  1919.  He  is  a  Junior  in  the  Hil¬ 
liards  High  School. 

BILLY  CONVERSE  was  born,  June  2,  1922. 
JULIA  ETTA  CONVERSE  WALKER  was  born, 
February  9,  1880.  She  received  her  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  school  and  entered  Plain  City 
High  School,  1892,  and  graduated  in  1896.  She 
taught  school  one  year  and  united  with  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  (Foster  Chapel).  In  1877,  she  en¬ 
tered  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  and  received 
her  B.  A.  degree,  1901.  She  taught  in  the  High 
School  of  Plain  City,  Ohio;  Dillon,  Montana;  Mt. 
Vernon  and  Centerville,  Ohio;  and  Frost  Proof, 
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Florida;  received  her  Master’s  Degree  from  O.  W. 
University  in  1909.  Toured  Europe  in  1913.  She 
is  a  member  of  Elizabeth  Chapter,  No.  56,  Order 
of  the  Eastern  Star,  Plain  City.  In  1914,  she  was 
united  with  Big  Darby  Baptist  Church  by  letter. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  W.  F.  M.  S.  and  has  filled 
offi  ces  both  local  and  state  in  Church  and  Mission¬ 
ary  Society.  Julia  is  Secretary  of  the  Beach  Fam¬ 
ily  Association. 

She  was  married  to  William  Walker  on  June  17, 
1914.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Ella  (Jones) 
Walker,  and  was  born,  January  6,  1876. 

John  Walker  was  a  farmer  and  was  born  in 
Brown  Township,  Franklin  County,  Ohio;  and  Ella 
(Jones)  Walker  was  born  in  Guernsey  County, 
Ohio.  John  was  the  son  of  William  and  Catherine 
(Carpenter)  Walker.  He  was  born,  March  1, 
1820,  and  died,  November  27,  1903. 

They  have  no  children. 

URI  BEACH  CONVERSE  was  born,  June  3,  1892, 
and  married,  December  24,  1914,  to  Blanche  Cra¬ 
mer,  born,  February  17,  1896,  daughter  of  John 
A.  and  Ida  M.  (Gordon)  Cramer. 

He  received  his  early  education  in  the  district 
school.  In  1906  he  entered  Plain  City  High  school 
and  then  took  a  business  course  in  Bliss  College, 
Columbus,  Ohio.  In  1913,  he  became  a  member 
of  Urania  Lodge,  F.  and  M.,  Plain  City,  Ohio, 
and  was  a  member  of  Elizabeth  Chapter,  No.  56, 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  He  united  with  the 
M.  E.  Church,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  Epworth 
League.  In  1924  he  joined  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
They  have  no  children. 

ELEANOR  DOWNING  CONVERSE  was  born, 
April  10,  1894,  and  received  her  early  education  in 
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the  district  school.  In  1907,  she  entered  Plain  City 
High  School,  where  she  graduated  in  1911.  In 
September,  1911,  entered  Ohio  Wesleyan  Univer¬ 
sity  from  which  she  received  her  B.  A.  degree  in 
1915.  Eleanor  united  with  Foster  Chapel,  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  in  1910,  and  is  a  member 
of  Elizabeth  Chapter,  No.  56,  Order  of  the  East¬ 
ern  Star,  Plain  City,  Ohio.  She  attended  Summer 
School  in  Wittenberg  College,  Springfield,  Ohio, 
and  Columbia  University,  New  York  City,  New 
York,  1918-1919. 

She  entered  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  National  Training 
School,  New  York,  1917-1918,  and  did  District 
Y.  Secretarial  work  in  Mississippi  and  Waco, 
Texas,  but  preferred  teaching  to  Y.  work.  She 
taught  in  the  high  schools  of  New  Richmond,  Ohio, 
and  brost  Proof,  Florida;  West  Canaan  and  Har¬ 
vey  High  School  at  Painesville,  Ohio.  She  re¬ 
ceived  her  M.  A.  degree  from  Ohio  State  Univer¬ 
sity  in  1931,  and  is  active  in  Church  work  and 
Eastern  Star. 

JOHN  BEACH  was  born,  January  5,  1861,  and  died  on 
February  4,  1861.  He  was  the  son  of  Uri  Beach  II 
and  Eleanor  (Downing)  Beach  and  grandson  of  Uri 
Beach  I. 

MARY  ETTIE  BEACH,  daughter  of  Uri  Beach  II  and 
Eleanor  (Downing)  Beach,  was  born,  May  28,  1864. 
She  died  in  her  Junior  year  of  Ohio  WFsleyan  Univer¬ 
sity,  unmarried.  She  contracted  typhoid  by  caring  for 
her  brother’s  family,  who  had  it. 

URI  BEACH  III  was  born,  November  27,  1868,  and  mar¬ 
ried,  October  10,  1893,  Jessie  Flanagan,  daughter  of 
James  M.  and  Ruth  Adaline  (Wagner)  Flanagan,  born, 
February  3,  1873. 

He  attended  Otterbein  College,  Westerville,  Ohio, 
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and  entered  the  advertising  business  in  Norfolk,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  returning  to  operate  his  farms  in  Franklin  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ohio.  He  at  present  (1936)  is  operating  the  Beach 
Realty  Company  at  44  W.  Gay  Street,  Columbus,  Ohio. 
He  and  his  wife  reside  at  64  Buttels  Avenue,  Columbus, 
Ohio.  Children : 

HAZEL  BEACH  DURNELL  was  born,  December 
19,  1894,  graduated  from  Ohio  State  University 
with  a  B.  A.  degree,  1915,  and  received  her  M.  A. 
degree  from  Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  in  1917.  She  was  graduate  assistant  in 
the  Department  of  Romance  Languages,  at  the 
Ohio  State  University,  1915-16;  head  of  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Romance  Languages,  Franklin  College, 
Franklin,  Indiana,  1917-18.  She  is  a  member  of 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  Delta  Gamma. 

She  married  Donald  Scott  Durnell ,  an  attorney 
of  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  December  14,  1918.  He  is 
the  son  of  J.  Franklin  and  Sarah  Faris  (Scott) 
Durnell. 

He  was  an  Ensign  in  the  Navy  during  the  World 
War,  and  is  a  member  of  Phi  Gamma  Delta  and 
Phi  Delta  Phi  Fraternities,  having  attended  the 
Universities  of  Wisconsin  and  Ohio  State.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Their  residence  is  634  North 
High  Street,  Hillsboro,  Ohio. 

Children : 

DONALD  BEACH  DURNELL,  born,  Novem¬ 
ber  22,  1919. 

ROBERT  SCOTT  DURNELL,  born,  May  7, 
1921. 

BARBARA  HELEN  DURNELL,  born,  De¬ 
cember  28,  1922. 
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HELEN  BEACH  EVANS  was  born,  October  31, 
1896,  graduated  from  Ohio  State  University,  B. 
A.  degree,  1917.  She  is  a  member  of  Delta  Gam¬ 
ma.  She  taught  modern  languages  in  Columbus, 
1917-18. 

October  16,  1918,  she  married  Rush  Ervin 
Evans,  son  of  John  Wallace  and  Katie  Evans,  and 
born,  August  21,  1892.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Phi  Gamma  Delta  of  the  Ohio  State  University, 
and  was  a  Lieutenant  during  the  World  War.  He 
is  now  (1936)  a  farmer  and  a  land  appraiser  of 
the  Federal  Resettlement  Project  at  Chillicothe, 
Ohio.  Both  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  One  child : 

RICHARD  BEACH  EVANS,  born,  September 
26,  1922. 

Doctor  John  Noble  Beach 

By  Doctor  William  Morrow  Beach. 

JOHN  NOBLE  BEACH,  sixth  child  of  Uri  and  Hannah 
(Noble)  Beach,  was  born  in  Amity,  Madison  County,  Ohio, 
January  29,  1829,  but  his  youth  was  passed  on  a  farm.  At  the 
age  of  13  he  went  into  the  store  of  Charles  McCloud,  of  Amity, 
then  the  principal  store  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  He 
remained  with  him  twro  years,  attending  school  during  the 
winter. 

At  the  age  of  15  he  taught  his  first  school  in  an  old  log  school 
house.  For  this  service  he  received  a  salary  of  $8.00  per  month 
and  board,  though  the  latter  item  was  not  of  interest  to  the 
community  or  teacher,  as  he  boarded  with  his  mother.  For  the 
next  three  years  he  taught  school  during  the  winters,  spending 
the  summer  of  1846  in  school  at  the  University,  Delaware, 
Ohio,  and  the  two  summers  following  reading  medicine  with 
Dr.  Charles  McCloud.  During  the  winters  of  1848-1849  and 
1849-1850,  he  attended  lectures  at  the  Starling  Medical  College, 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  and  received  his  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree, 
February  25,  1850. 

In  the  spring  of  1849,  after  his  first  course  of  lectures,  he 
commenced  practice  at  Unionville  Center,  Union  County,  Ohio, 
and  returned  there  after  his  graduation,  a  year  later.  He  re¬ 
mained  until  the  fall  of  1851,  when  he  went  to  New  York  for 
further  study.  He  attended  a  partial  course  at  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  but  spent  most  of  his  time  in  study  in 
the  hospitals.  After  an  absence  of  six  months,  he  returned  to 
Unionville  again,  where  he  remained  another  year,  removing 
to  Pleasant  Valley  (now  Plain  City)  in  1853,  and  to  Jefferson, 
Ohio,  in  1858. 

April  14,  1862,  he  was  commissioned  Surgeon  of  the  For¬ 
tieth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  then  in  eastern  Kentucky.  On 
the  19th  day  of  the  same  month,  he  joined  the  regiment  at 
Pikestown,  Kentucky,  and  remained  on  duty  with  it  until  the 
following  September,  when  he  was  assigned  to  staff  duty.  From 
that  time,  until  the  close  of  his  service,  although  giving  much 
personal  attention  to  his  regiment,  he  was  on  continuous  staff 
duty  as  follows :  Surgeon  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Army  of  Ka- 
nasha,  in  the  fall  of  1862,  at  Gallipolis,  Ohio;  medical  Director 
of  the  eastern  district  of  Kentucky,  in  the  winter  of  1862-63, 
at  Catlettsburg,  Kentucky;  Medical  Director  of  the  Third  Di¬ 
vision  (General  Baird’s)  Army  of  the  Ohio,  in  the  spring  of 
1863,  at  Franklin,  Tennessee;  Surgeon  of  the  First  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Reserve  Corps,  from  July  25,  1863,  until  the 
reorganization  of  the  Army  after  the  Battle  of  Chickamauga. 
From  that  time  until  he  was  mustered  out,  December  6,  1864, 
he  was  Surgeon  of  the  Second  Brigade  (General  Whittaker) 
First  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps.  Upon  the  opening  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  in  the  spring  of  1864,  in  addition  to  his 
staff  duties,  he  was  assigned  as  one  of  the  three  operating  sur¬ 
geons  in  the  hospital  of  the  First  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
a  position  he  retained  until  after  the  fall  of  Atlanta. 

After  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service,  he  returned  to 
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Jefferson,  where  he  continued  to  reside.  Upon  the  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Columbus  Medical  College  in  1875,  he  was  elected 
by  the  Trustees,  Professor  of  General  Pathology,  a  position  he 
resigned  a  year  later,  the  duties  of  the  Chair  interfering  with 
other  engagements.  In  1875,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Ohio  House  of  Representatives.  In  1878,  he  was  commis¬ 
sioned  Surgeon  of  the  14th  Regiment,  Ohio  National  Guard. 
In  January,  1880,  he  was  appointed  on  the  military  staff  of 
Governor  Charles  Foster  as  Surgeon  General  of  Ohio,  and  in 
1882,  was  honored  by  a  reappointment  to  the  same  position. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Central  Ohio  Medical  Society,  and 
was  its  president  in  1881-82.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Madison  County  Medical  Society  and  wras  its  president. 

June  1,  1858,  he  married  Eliza  Jane  Snyder,  who  was  born, 
November  30,  1833,  in  Champaign  County,  Ohio.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  General  Daniel  and  Anna  (Kiser)  Snyder. 

A  newspaper  clipping  says : 

uShe  nobly  seconded  the  interest  which  her  husband  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  veterans  of  the  Civil  War,  by  zealous  work  in  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps,  and  in  this  and  in  other  charities,  she 
was  benevolent  even  to  forgetting  of  self,  and  to  an  extent 
which  no  one  knew  but  herself.  Her  personal  work  in  the 
homes  of  poverty,  sickness  and  sorrow  was  that  of  a  noble 
Christian  woman.” 

John  Noble  died  in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  July  17,  1897, 
and  she  followed,  November  12,  1899.  Both  are  buried  in 
West  Jefferson,  Ohio. 

Children : 

EDITH  BEACH  RATHMELL  was  born,  February  16, 
1860,  and  is  a  graduate  of  Ohio  Wesleyan  University. 
She  married,  May  1,  1883,  John  R.  Rathmell,  born 
August  6,  1863,  and  died,  December  2,  1915.  He  was 
the  son  of  John  and  Susan  (Frank)  Rathmell.  She 
lives  in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee.  Children: 

MAUDE  RATHMELL  BROOKS  was  born,  March 

200 


ELIZA  JANE  (SNYDER)  BEACH 
Wife  of  Dr.  John  Noble  Beach 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  POSTERITY  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


14,  1885.  She  graduated  from  Washington,  D. 
C.,  College;  and  was  married,  May  14,  1914,  to 
Dr.  Julius  Culpepper  Brooks ,  born,  July  15,  1876, 
son  of  Alexander  and  Thetis  Saphronia  (Austin) 
Brooks.  Dr.  Brooks  was  graduated  at  Chatta¬ 
nooga  Medical  College,  and  is  a  post  graduate  of 
the  Children’s  Hospital  and  the  Lying-In  Hospital. 
He  is  a  specialist  Obstetrician  and  Gynecologist. 
He  took  his  pre-medical  work  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina. 

Maude  is  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Chapter,  Daughters  of  Founders  and  Pa¬ 
triots  of  America,  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of 
American  Colonists,  Colonial  Dames  of  America, 
and  Daughters  of  American  Revolution. 

Children : 

JULIUS  CULPEPPER  BROOKS,  JR.,  born, 
November  20,  1915.  Attended  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Chattanooga,  where  he  is  B.  B.  B.  of 
the  Phi  Delta  Theta,  the  honorary  biological 
fraternity. 

JOHN  RATHMELL  BROOKS,  born,  May  8, 
1919,  attended  McCollie  School  for  Boys. 

BEACH  ALEXANDER  BROOKS,  born,  Jan¬ 
uary  14,  1927. 

JOHN  BEACH  RATHMELL  was  born,  June  14, 
1891,  and  graduated  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  University 
in  1913.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  War,  hav¬ 
ing  served  as  a  Second  Lieutenant  in  26th  Infantry, 
First  Division,  and  was  cited  for  bravery  in  the 
Argonne  Forest.  He  married,  November  18,  1916, 
Myrilla  Annis,  born,  August  28,  1892.  Her  father, 
John  Eugene  Annis,  was  born  at  Wills,  Maine,  and 
her  mother,  Lillian  Hastings  (Van  Kirk)  Annis, 
was  born  at  Cambridge,  Ohio.  Myrilla  was  edu- 
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cated  at  La  Salle  Seminary,  Auburndale,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  in  Paris,  France.  Children,  born  at 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee: 

JOHN  ANNIS  RATHMELL,  born,  Novem¬ 
ber  8,  1917. 

NANDINE  RATHMELL,  born,  April  20, 
1920. 

ANNA  BEACH  SHINN  was  born,  July  26th,  1865, 
and  married,  July  14,  1887,  to  Charles  Ankerry 
Shinn f  born,  October  21,  1856,  son  of  Joshua 
Woodrow  and  Joanna  (Paullin)  Shinn,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Ohio. 

They  had  but  one  child: 

JOHN  BEACH  SHINN  was  born  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  March  8,  1888.  He  married  Margaret 
Darby,  August  29,  1908.  She  was  born,  Oc¬ 
tober  3,  1882,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  Goodwyn  Darby  and  Frances  Charlotte 
(Hingham)  Darby,  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina. 

John  B.  is  an  Architect  who  is  much  inter¬ 
ested  in  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  and  Athletics. 

He  volunteered  for  service  in  the  World 
War,  April  1,  1918,  at  Fort  Oglethorpe,  Geor¬ 
gia,  in  the  Tank  Corps,  328th  Battalion  Head¬ 
quarters  Co.,  First  Division.  He  was  in  camp 
at  Gettysburg  until  July  15,  1918,  and  went 
thence  to  Liverpool,  England,  arriving  Octo¬ 
ber  6th,  and  going  to  Bourge,  France,  where 
they  remained  until  March  1st,  when  they 
sailed  from  Marsailles,  France.  They  arrived 
in  New  York,  March  17th.  He  was  dis¬ 
charged  as  a  First  Class  Private  at  Camp 
Gordon,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  April  11,  1919. 
Children:  Both  children  were  born  at  Chatta- 
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nooga,  Tennessee,  and  now  live  with  the  fam¬ 
ily  at  Miami,  Florida. 

JOHN  BEACH  SHINN,  born,  January 
15,  1910. 

ANNE  FRANCES  SHINN,  born,  Novem¬ 
ber  22,  1913. 

Doctor  William  Morrow  Beach 

By  Mary  Beach  Bidwell. 

DOCTOR  WILLIAM  MORROW  BEACH,  seventh  and 
youngest  child  of  Uri  Beach,  was  born  at  Amity,  Ohio,  May 
10,  1831. 

Ambitious  for  an  education,  he  clerked  in  a  dry  goods  store 
at  Dublin,  Ohio;  taught  district  school  in  the  “Welsh  Settle¬ 
ment”  north  of  Alton,  Franklin  County,  Ohio;  and  in  the  spring 
of  1850  he  engaged  as  a  solicitor  and  collector  for  the  Ohio 
State  Journal,  and  for  the  next  five  months,  traveled  on  foot 
over  most  of  Central  Ohio.  That  fall,  having  previously 
studied  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
Medicine  under  Doctor  James  F.  Boal,  of  Amity,  Ohio.  He 
attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  Starling  Medical  College  in 
1851-1852,  at  the  close  of  which,  he  entered  the  office  of  Pro¬ 
fessor  Samuel  M.  Smith,  with  whom  he  remained  until  after 
his  graduation  as  an  M.  D.  at  Starling  Medical  College  in  the 
class  of  1853. 

He  practiced  his  profession  in  Unionville  Center  from  1853 
to  1855;  in  La  Fayette,  Madison  County,  Ohio,  1855  to  1863; 
and  near  London,  Ohio,  from  1865  to  1886,  when  he  had  a 
stroke  of  paralysis.  During  the  years  of  1858-1859  he  was  a 
pupil  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New  York 
City,  and  during  the  years  of  1881-1882,  at  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College,  New  York  City. 

During  the  war  he  was  commissioned  by  Governor  David 
Todd  of  Ohio,  April  3,  1862,  to  be  assistant  Surgeon  in  the 
Army.  He  joined  the  Army  at  Shiloh,  April  12,  1862,  and  was 
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assigned  to  duty  with  the  20th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Colonel 
Charles  Whittlesey,  commanding.  He  was  re-commissioned  by 
Governor  Todd,  May  3,  1862,  as  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  78th 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infanrty,  and  on  the  19th  of  May,  1864,  com¬ 
missioned  by  Governor  Brough  as  Surgeon  of  the  118th  Ohio 
Infantry,  with  which  regiment  he  served  until  it  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service  at  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  June  2,  1865. 

He  was  in  all  general  engagements  under  Generals  LewT  Wal¬ 
lace,  John  A.  Logan,  J.  B.  McPherson,  William  T.  Sherman 
and  U.  S.  Grant,  in  which  the  old  “Army  of  the  Tennessee'’ 
participated,  until,  in  the  Atlanta  Campaign  at  Ackworth,  when 
by  promotion  he  left  the  17th  Army  Corps  under  McPherson, 
and  was  transferred  to  the  23rd  Army  Corps  under  General 
J.  M.  Schofield. 

After  the  close  of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  when  Sherman's 
“burners”  started  on  that  long  march  to  the  sea,  he  was  ordered 
north  to  the  assistance  of  General  George  H.  Thomas  in  Ten¬ 
nessee.  He  was  at  Columbia,  Spring  Hill,  Franklin  and  Nash¬ 
ville  and  after  Wood’s  Army  was  ruined  he  was  transferred 
with  the  23rd  Army  Corps  to  North  Carolina  and  the  siege  of 
Fort  Anderson.  His  Brigade  was  the  first  to  enter  the  city  of 
Vicksburg,  July  4,  1863.  During  the  war  he  campaigned  in 
nine  different  states,  was  in  nearly  200  days  of  battles  and 
sieges,  but  was  never  in  a  battle  where  his  army  had  to  retreat. 
He  was  D  i vision  Hospital  Director  of  General  John  A.  Logan’s 
Division  on  the  Vicksburg  Campaign  and  served  in  the  same 
capacity  in  the  2nd  Division  of  the  23rd  Army  Corps. 

In  1869  he  was  elected  by  the  Republicans  of  his  native 
county  to  the  lower  house  of  the  Assembly  of  Ohio,  and  in  the 
year  1871,  by  the  Republicans  of  Madison,  Clark  and  Cham¬ 
paign  Counties,  to  be  Senator.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee;  A.  F.  and  A.  M..  G.  A.  R. 
and  various  medical  societies.  He  was  the  author  of  an  article 
on  “Milk  Sickness,”  which  is  still  an  authority. 

He  lived  on  his  farm  near  London,  Ohio,  where  his  wife 
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still  lives.  He  practiced  his  profession  until  1886,  when  he 
suffered  a  stroke  of  paralysis  and  was  forced  to  give  up  visiting 
his  patients,  but  they  insisted  on  coming  to  him  for  advice  and 
prescriptions.  He  died,  May  5,  1887,  the  much  loved  old-time 
“Country  Doctor.” 

From  the  Madison  County  History. 

Lucy  Eleanor  (Wilson)  Beach,  daughter  of  James  and  Elea¬ 
nor  (Smith)  Wilson,  was  born,  March  28th,  1844;  married  to 
Dr.  William  Morrow  Beach,  June  12,  1860. 

Mrs.  Beach  comes  from  the  hardy  pioneer  farmers  of  Madi¬ 
son  County,  Ohio,  who  were  far-seeing  enough  to  acquire  much 
of  the  fertile  lands  of  this  County  and  from  whom  she  inherits 
her  taste  and  love  for  the  farm  and  farming. 

Mrs.  Beach  owns  and  successfully  manages  “The  Cedars,” 
which  farm  now  contains  about  1,240  acres.  The  home  was 
built  in  1903,  on  the  site  of  the  old  home  and  a  part  of  the  old 
house  was  incorporated  in  the  new.  Besides  “The  Cedars,” 
Mrs.  Beach  has  other  farm  lands  located  south  of  London. 

She  was  educated  at  Esther  Institute,  Columbus,  Ohio,  which 
had  upon  its  rolls  many  of  the  social  leaders  of  the  city  and 
state.  She  was  also  a  student  at  the  Methodist  Female  Semin¬ 
ary,  Springfield,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Beach  is  one  of  the  ablest  women  in  Madison  County. 
She  has  added  to  the  Beach  estate  since  her  husband’s  death  by 
successful  farming  and  careful  management.  In  1895,  when 
Ohio  women  were  for  the  first  time  voted  for  as  members  of 
school  boards,  she  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Deer  Creek  Township  and  was  twice  re-elected,  serv¬ 
ing  in  that  capacity  for  sixteen  years  and  was  president  of  the 
board  for  six  years.  She  was  active  as  a  member  of  the 
Woman’s  Club  of  London  for  fourteen  years  and  has  served 
as  its  president.  Her  papers  before  the  club  were  always 
marked  for  great  originality. 

As  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Farmers’  Insti- 
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tute,  she  was  for  several  years  a  valued  helper  in  contributing 
to  the  success  of  the  Institute.  She  was  a  member  of  the  County 
Board  of  Visitors  for  the  Charity  and  Corrective  Institutions, 
and  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Woman’s  Elective  Franchise 
Association,  having  been  one  of  the  charter  members  and  for 
three  years  its  President. 

She  was  a  State  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  the  National 
American  Woman  Suffrage  Association  which  was  held  in  June, 
1905,  in  Portland,  Oregon.  Ten  years  previously,  in  1895,  she 
was  honored  by  President  William  McKinley,  then  Governor 
of  the  State,  by  an  appointment  as  delegate  to  the  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  Exposition,  at  which  time  she  also  represented  the 
Woman’s  club  of  London,  as  delegate  to  the  General  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Woman’s  Clubs. 

“The  Cedars,”  where  Mrs.  Beach  now  resides  in  her  beau¬ 
tiful  country  home,  extends  her  most  genial  and  generous  hos¬ 
pitality  to  her  friends  and  the  members  of  the  various  Clubs 
with  which  she  is  and  has  been  identified.  She  is  a  woman  of 
rare  business  ability  and  social  charm  and  has  proved  as  one 
interested  in  public  affairs  or  successful  business  manager,  an 
efficient  homekeeper  and  a  hospitable  hostess.  She  is  perhaps 
the  best  known  woman  in  all  Madison  County. 

Since  the  death  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Beach  is  living  with 
Paul  Tyler,  who  devotedly  cares  for  her. 

Mary  Beach  Cole  Bidwell 

MARY  BEACH,  only  child  of  the  late  Dr.  William  Morrow 
Beach,  famous  doctor  of  Madison  County  for  many  years,  and 
Lucy  Wilson  Beach,  was  born,  July  9,  1862.  She  was  born 
and  reared  in  Madison  County,  and  resided  in  the  community, 
in  which  she  died,  the  greater  part  of  her  life.  She  was  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Rutgers  College  for  Women,  specializing  in  music  and 
painting,  and  was  valedictorian  of  her  class. 

Edward  Evert  Cole,  her  first  husband,  whom  she  married, 
June  29,  1887,  was  the  son  of  Judge  Philander  Blakesley  and 
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Dorothy  (Witter)  Cole.  He  was  born  in  Marysville,  Union 
County,  Ohio,  on  March  17,  1854. 

Mr.  Cole’s  early  life  was  spent  in  his  native  town,  where  he 
attended  the  public  schools.  In  the  years  1871  and  1872,  he 
was  a  student  at  the  Miami  University,  Oxford,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  entered  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware, 
where  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1874. 

He  was  associate  editor  of  The  Herald  of  Huntington,  In¬ 
diana,  for  a  time,  and  afterwards  read  law  under  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  his  father,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1876.  He 
then  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Marysville,  until  the 
spring  of  1893,  when  he  removed  to  Columbus,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  practice  until  the  autumn  of  1899,  when,  on  account 
of  ill  health,  he  gave  up  his  business  and  spent  the  following 
year  traveling  in  Europe.  After  that  time  he  resided  on  the 
farm  in  Madison  County. 

He  united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Marysville  in  the 
year  1887.  In  politics,  he  was  a  staunch  Republican,  taking 
keen  interest  in  his  party’s  welfare.  He  was  a  member  of 
Chandler  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.  at  London,  and  of  Raper  Com¬ 
manding  Knight  Templars  at  Urbana;  of  the  Marysville  Lodge, 
Knights  of  Pythias;  a  member  of  the  Benjamin  Franklin  Chap¬ 
ter,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  at  Columbus,  and  of  the 
Summerford  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Mr.  Cole  was  a  deep  thinker  and  a  thorough  student.  He 
was  a  great  reader,  being  well  versed  upon  all  the  questions  of 
the  day  as  well  as  upon  modern  and  medieval  history. 

His  death  occurred  on  February  7,  1909,  caused  from  a  can¬ 
cerous  liver  trouble  and  gallstones.  He  was  a  brother-in-law 
to  Vice  President  Fairbanks,  of  Indianapolis,  and  quite  a  well 
known  citizen. 

Mary  Beach’s  second  husband  was  her  cousin,  Forrest  Alvin 
Bidwell ,  born  November  10,  1860.  He  was  the  son  of  Lawson 
and  Jane  (Harrington)  Bidwell,  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Beach 
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and  Alvin  Harrington,  daughter  of  Uri  I,  son  of  Obil.  See 
page  140.  They  were  married,  August  12,  1910. 

Her  home  was  her  real  world;  into  this  home  she  took  her 
beloved  boys  and  gave  to  them  influence  of  real  worth,  reared 
and  educated  them  as  if  they  were  her  own.  To  Paul  Tyler, 
her  loved  foster  son,  she  surrendered  the  management  of  her 
large  and  varied  interests,  confident  that  he  would  keep  inviolate 
the  abundant  faith  she  placed  in  him. 

Her  generous  hospitality  and  kind  spirit  drew  to  her  a  large 
circle  of  friends  who  praised  her  for  her  true  worth. 

Mrs.  Bidwell  was  deeply  interested  in  many  fields  of  en¬ 
deavor  and  was  well  known  in  the  state  for  her  activities  in  the 
“Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,”  and  the  “National 
Society,  United  States  Daughters  of  1812.”  She  was  organiz¬ 
ing  Regent  of  London  Chapter,  Daughters  of  American  Revo¬ 
lution;  served  two  years  as  President  of  Jonathan  Alder  Chap¬ 
ter,  Daughters  of  1812;  two  years  as  State  President  of  the 
Ohio  Chapter  of  1812,  member  of  the  American  Colonists;  was 
a  charter  member  and  officer  of  Columbus  Circle,  Daughters 
of  Founders  and  Patriots;  President  of  the  Beach  Family  Asso¬ 
ciation;  State  President  of  the  Campbell  Clan  of  America;  a 
member  of  the  Order  of  the  First  Crusade,  and  was  an  active 
member  of  the  London  Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Bidwell  has 
served  in  many  capacities  in  other  organizations  and  for  many 
years  has  taken  part  in  civic  and  patriotic  activities  in  this 
county  and  in  Ohio. 

She  passed  away,  August  29,  1935,  at  her  home  north  of 
London,  Ohio,  on  the  National  Pike. 
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Ambrose  Beach 

By  Doctor  William  Morrow  Beach. 

AMBROSE  BEACH,  fifth  child  of  Obil,  came  to  Ohio  in 
1814,  with  his  brother  Amos  and  wife,  and  his  sister  Sarah  and  - 
her  husband,  Lewis  Ketch.  In  1815,  he  returned  to  Vermont, 
and,  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1816,  he  was  married,  at  Ferris- 
burg,  to  Joanna  Perry,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  but  who 
had  moved  into  Vermont  when  about  seven  years  of  age.  In 
the  year  1817,  he  returned  to  Ohio,  together  with  all  of  his 
father’s  family  who  had  remained  in  Vermont,  and  with  the 
addition  of  a  young  lady  named  Diadama  Phinny,  a  neighbor 
girl  of  Vermont,  one  of  a  family  of  17,  but  no  relation  to  the 
Beaches. 

Ambrose  Beach  worked  for  several  years  for  his  brother  Uri, 
for,  having  had  some  experience  as  a  clothier,  he  finally  con¬ 
sented  to  connect  himself  with  his  brother  in  the  factory,  and 
for  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen 
goods.  The  weaving  in  this  factory  was  all  done  by  hand  with 
what  was  called  a  “Spring  shuttle  loom.”  After  the  death  of 
Uri,  January  11,  1832,  the  factory  became  an  “elephant”  on 
the  hands  of  the  heirs,  and  fell  into  disuse.  About  1835,  he 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Brown  Township,  Franklin  County,  Ohio, 
on  the  waters  of  Big  Darby,  where  he  remained  until  his  death. 

He  was  an  unusually  steady,  industrious  man,  but  temperate 
and  moderate  in  the  use  of  his  strength.  To  use  his  own  ex¬ 
pression,  in  his  New  England  dialect,  he  “still  kep’  dewin.”  He 
added  broad  acres  to  his  first  purchases,  and  was  always  the 
leading  moneyed  man  in  that  settlement,  most  of  his  money 
generally  being  out  on  loan  with  good  security. 

He  was  a  portly  man,  with  a  large  head  and  pendlulus  cheeks; 
auburn  hair  and  sandy  side  whiskers.  He,  and  all  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  had  fair  complexions,  except  Uri,  who  had  straight 
black  hair  and  a  rather  dark  complexion.  Ambrose  was  quiet, 
reticent,  and  generally  satisfied  to  let  his  wife  entertain  the  corn- 
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pany,  which  she  usually  succeeded  in  doing,  as  her  volubility 
and  store  of  news  and  anecdotes  seemed  inexhaustible.  He  be¬ 
came  very  stout  in  his  later  years,  and  his  physician  thought  that 
his  death  was  hastened  by  excessive  obesity  and  the  hot  weather. 

Ambrose  died  in  his  home,  September  20,  1870,  and  his  wife, 
Joanna,  died  there,  October  13,  1870.  They  were  Methodists 
from  youth  up.  His  monument  marks  the  doorstep  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  church  building. 

Children : 

Chauncey  Beach,  born,  January  18,  1818. 

Harriet  Beach,  born,  September  10,  1820. 

Heman  Beach,  born,  September  23,  1822. 

Jane  Beach,  born,  December  7,  1829. 

Chauncey  Beach 

CHAUNCEY  BEACH,  the  son  of  Ambrose  and  grand¬ 
son  of  Obil,  was  born,  January  18,  1818,  and  was  reared 
a  farmer.  He  was  much  like  his  father  in  personal  ap¬ 
pearance,  excepting  not  so  portly,  and  in  personal  habits, 
excepting  not  so  sedate  and  dignified.  Ambrose  sitting 
in  his  chair  looked  like  a  Scottish  King  sitting  in  State  at 
an  important  counsel. 

Chauncey  lived  in  the  same  house  he  and  his  father 
built,  and  where  his  father  died.  They  were  seldom 
long  separated  in  life,  occupying  the  same  house,  and 
were  always  equal  partners  in  business.  I  think  he  had 
been  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  he  always  preferred  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  his  own  home  to  the  heat  and  con¬ 
tests  for  any  political  or  official  position. 

He  was  married,  March  1,  1838,  to  Elizabeth  Kil¬ 
gore,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Patterson)  Kil¬ 
gore,  of  Canaan  Township. 

Children : 

THOMAS  BEACH,  son  of  Chauncey,  grandson  of 
Ambrose,  was  born  in  Brown  Township,  January 
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29,  1839.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  was  married, 
March  6,  1859,  to  Sylvia  Walker,  a  handsome, 
petite,  intellectual  young  lady,  daughter  of  a  widow 
in  their  settlement.  She  was  born,  July  30,  1840, 
and  died,  November  22,  1912.  He  was  a  man  of 
considerable  spirit  and  enterprise — a  “pillar,”  or 
at  least  a  “buttress,”  in  the  old  Baptist  Church  two 
miles  south  of  Amity.  He  was  a  leader  of  the 
choir,  active  in  the  Sunday  School,  and  a  man  of 
the  first  influence  in  that  settlement. 

On  the  12th  day  of  August,  1878,  when  39 
years  old,  as  he  was  on  his  way  home  from  a  neigh¬ 
bor’s  with  a  load  of  corn,  his  team  became  fright¬ 
ened,  and,  falling  from  the  wagon,  the  wheels 
passed  over  his  chest  and  caused  his  death  in  a 
few  minutes.  His  funeral  was  probably  the  largest 
one  ever  held  at  the  Baptist  Church. 

Children : 

WILLIAM  C.  BEACH,  son  of  Thomas,  grand¬ 
son  of  Chauncey,  was  born,  May  1,  1860.  On 
December  25,  1884,  he  married  Maude  Worth¬ 
ington,  daughter  of  Milomethon  and  Dililah 
(Lane)  Worthington.  She  was  born,  October 
14,  1867,  and  died,  January  7,  1913.  William 
died,  February  4,  1922. 

Children : 

THOMAS  M.  BEACH,  born,  October  L 
1885.  Married  Ruby  Guy,  daughter  oi 
Marshall  P.  and  Rosina  (Bidwell)  Guy, 
on  September  8,  1913.  They  live  near 
Plain  City. 

WERLING  C.  BEACH  was  born,  June  3, 
1888.  On  June  30,  1922,  he  married 
Nancy  Waters,  daughter  of  Richard  Jones 
and  Nancy  (Sherwood)  Waters,  who 
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was  born  in  New  Madrid,  Missouri. 
They  live  in  North  Carolina. 

ESTHER  BEACH  PAUL  was  born,  De¬ 
cember  28,  1894.  She  married  Edward 
R.  Paul,  August  15,  1918.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  are : 

JEANNE  MARIE  PAUL,  born, 
March  2,  1923. 

ARLITTE  ELOISE  PAUL,  born, 
June  16,  1926. 

HATTIE  ELIZABETH  BEACH  WORTH¬ 
INGTON,  daughter  of  Thomas  Beach,  son 
of  Chauncey,  son  of  Ambrose,  son  of  Obil, 
was  born,  May  14,  1862.  She  married  John 
Charles  Worthington ,  December  27,  1882.  He 
was  the  son  of  John  Howe  and  Lucy  Candace 
(Smith)  Worthington,  and  was  born,  April 
28,  1857.  He  died,  July  30,  1925,  at  Plain 
City,  Ohio.  Their  children: 

CLYDE  BEACH  WORTHINGTON,  born, 
October  6,  1883;  married,  May  30,  1907,  to 
Mae  Dutton,  born,  April  20,  1886,  daughter 
of  John  and  Alpharetta  (Drumm)  Dutton. 
They  lived  at  London,  Ohio,  R.  R.  7.  Then- 
children  : 

CHARLES  WORTHINGTON,  born 
March  18,  1908. 

ALPHARETTA  WORTHING* 
TON,  born,  March  15,  1909. 

MARTINA  WORTHINGTON, 
born,  May  8,  1910. 

ELTON  WORTHINGTON,  born, 
September  26,  1911. 

PAUL  WORTHINGTON,  born, 
June  27,  1913. 

SYLVIA  CANDACE  WORTHINGTON 
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SELLS  was  born,  September  26,  1885; 
married,  August  5,  1907,  to  Roy  Sells, 
born,  May  23,  1885,  son  of  Richard  and 
Amanda  (Bowers)  Sells.  They  live  at 
West  Jefferson,  Ohio.  Children: 

EDITH  EVELYN  SELLS,  born, 

July  18,  1908. 

RUTH  ELIZABETH  SELLS,  born 

June  30,  1910. 

EDITH  CHLOE  WORTHINGTON 
KILE,  born,  June  27,  1889.  Married 
September  30,  1912,  to  Elton  M.  Kile , 
born,  May  3,  1887.  He  is  the  son  of 
Fred  and  Elizabeth  (Purdham)  Kile. 
They  live  at  Kileville,  Ohio.  Children  : 

HAZEL  RUTH  KILE,  born,  August 
13,  1913. 

JAMES  SHERMAN  KILE,  born, 
April  28,  1917. 

THOMAS  HOWE  WORTHINGTON, 
born,  August  12,  1895.  Not  married. 
Lives  at  Plain  City,  Ohio. 

JAMES  BEACH,  son  of  Thomas  Beach. 

SARAH  BEACH  DAVIS,  daughter  of  Chauncey, 
son  of  Ambrose,  was  born,  June  23,  1845.  She 
married  John  Davis ,  son  of  James  Davis,  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  Township,  on  September  6,  1866.  He  was  a 
prosperous  farmer,  devoting  most  of  his  land  to 
grazing  and  fattening  cattle  for  the  market.  He 
died,  December  27,  1923. 

Children : 

CHARLES  DAVIS,  born,  July  11,  1866;  mar¬ 
ried  Etta  Aides ,  June  5,  1889.  She  was  born, 
February  5,  1863,  the  daughter  of  Henry  Clay 
and  Elizabeth  (Patterson)  Aides. 
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JAMES  C.  DAVIS  was  born  on  a  farm  near 
West  Jefferson,  Madison  County,  Ohio,  May 
20,  1871.  He  married  Elizabeth  Helser,  born, 
March  3,  1874,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Mary 
(Schofield)  Helser.  They  had  one  son: 

JOHN  C.  DAVIS,  born,  August  30,  1893. 
He  married,  May  21,  1918,  Vera  Recob , 
born,  February  20,  1893,  daughter  of 
William  and  Anna  (Sothern)  Recob. 

WEBSTER  GRANT  DAVIS  was  born,  Septem¬ 
ber  29,  1868.  On  June  12,  1889,  he  married 
Elizabeth  Herbert,  born,  October  25,  1866, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza  (Evans)  Her¬ 
bert.  They  had  two  children: 

SANDERSON  DAVIS. 

HERBERT  CHAUNCEY  DAVIS,  born, 
April  10,  1896,  and  married  Irene  May 
Sanderson,  July  1,  1917.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lenore  Sander¬ 
son.  Child : 

HERBERT  CHAUNCEY  DAVIS, 
JR.,  born,  July  17,  1922. 

HARRIET  BEACH,  daughter  of  Ambrose  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Obil,  was  born,  September  10,  1820,  and 
died,  July  5,  1822. 

HERMAN  BEACH,  son  of  Ambrose,  and  grandson  of 
Obil,  was  born,  September  23,  1822,  and  died,  October 
1,  1823. 

JANE  BEACH  McCOY,  daughter  of  Ambrose  and 
granddaughter  of  Obil,  was  born,  December  7,  1829. 
She  married,  first  James  G.  O’Harra,  of  Brown  Town¬ 
ship,  September  22,  1848.  He  was  a  farmer,  son  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  Ann  (Wynehop)  O’Harra,  and  was 
a  thrifty,  industrious,  exemplary,  respected  young  man. 

In  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  95th 
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Regiment,  O.  V.  I.;  and  at  Richmond,  Kentucky,  in 
the  first  engagement  of  the  undrilled  regiment,  they  were 
most  unmercifully  slaughtered.  He  had  been  promoted 
to  Sergeant  in  his  Company,  but,  being  pierced  by  a  bul¬ 
let,  he  lingered  about  one  month  and  then  died. 

Jane  was  married  the  second  time  to  John  McCoy,  of 
Brown  Township,  a  widower  and  farmer,  the  most  of 
whose  time  was  given  to  shipping  livestock  to  Eastern 
markets.  She  died,  April  20th,  1869. 

Child  by  first  marriage : 

ELLA  A.  O’HARRA  HUGGETT,  born,  January  5, 
1860,  married  James  Huggett,  born,  November 
25,  1858,  at  Macon,  Illinois,  and  died  in  1907,  at 

the  age  of  47.  Ella  was  still  living  in  1927. 
Children : 

CHARLES  B.  LIUGGETT,  born,  February  28, 
1880. 

HARRY  C.  HUGGETT,  born,  March  10, 
1899. 

Children  by  second  marriage: 

HATTIE  BEACH  McCOY  GRENER,  daughter  of 
Jane,  daughter  of  Ambrose,  was  born,  October  20, 
1866,  and  married,  March  7,  1889,  to  John  Grener, 
born,  January  21,  1861,  son  of  Conrad  and  Fred- 
rica  (Kiesewetter)  Grener. 

Children : 

EDNA  McCOY  GRENER  SPRING,  born, 
February  2,  1890;  married  Frank  B.  Spring , 
son  of  Gabriel  and  Margaret  (Worthington) 
Spring.  Their  children: 

JOHN  PAUL  SPRING,  born,  January  31, 
1912. 

FRANCES  ELLEN  SPRING,  born, 
March  27,  1915. 
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WALTER  FRANKLIN  GRENER,  born,  Feb¬ 
ruary  27,  1892. 

LAWRENCE  CONRAD  GRENER,  born, 
July  13,  1894. 

HAZEL  MARIE  GRENER,  born,  December 
14,  1898;  married  Clark  W.  Van  Schaik,  son 
of  John  and  Florence  (Latham)  Van  Schaik. 

Children : 

LOWELL  GRENER  VAN  SCHAIK, 
born,  April  14,  1922. 

HOWARD  RUSSEL  VAN  SCHAIK, 
born,  February  9,  1927 

HARRIET  LUCILE  GRENER,  born,  January 
3,  1904;  married  Lester  K,  Fishing er ,  son  of 
Frank  and  Anna  (Kaiser)  Fishinger. 

OLIVE  McCOY,  daughter  of  Jane  McCoy,  was 
born  in  1869,  and  died  at  five  months. 


230 


Sarah  (Beach)  Converse 

SARAH  BEACH  CONVERSE,  sixth  child  of  Obil  and  Eliz- 
abeth  (Kilbourne)  Beach,  and  twin  sister  of  Rhoda,  was  bom 
at  New  Haven,  Vermont,  June  9,  1797.  She  was  married  first 
to  Lewis  Ketch  in  Vermont,  and  came  to  Darby  Township,  Ohio, 
in  1814.  She  married  the  second  time,  Reverend  Parley  Con - 
verse,  a  widower  with  children. 

Parley  Converse  (son  of  Reverend  Jeremiah;  son  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Pain;  son  of  Samuel;  son  of  Sergeant  Samuel;  son  of  Dea¬ 
con  Edward,  immigant  to  America),  was  born  in  Vermont,  July 
5,  1781,  and  died  in  Plain  City,  Ohio,  December  3,  1866.  In 
early  life  he  was  a  school  teacher,  afterwards  becoming  a  me¬ 
chanic  and  farmer.  For  forty  years  or  more  he  was  an  ex- 
horter  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

Parley  Converse  married  first,  October  31,  1805,  Arpa  Hem- 
enway,  who  was  born,  October  1,  1784,  and  died,  November 
30,  1823.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Chloe  (Bar¬ 
rett)  Hemenway.  He  married,  second  time,  February  8,  1824, 
Sally  (Beach)  Ketch. 

Sarah  Beach  Converse  died  in  Plain  City,  Ohio,  January  16, 
1876,  at  the  home  of  her  son-in-law,  Walter  Thompson,  the 
husband  of  her  daughter  Hannah. 

Children  by  first  marriage: 

Lovisa  Ketch,  born  in  Ohio,  1814. 

James  Ketch,  born,  June  5,  1818. 

Nancy  Ketch,  born - . 

Children  by  second  marriage : 

Lewis  R.  Converse,  born,  December  9,  1824. 

Squire  Converse,  born,  January  31,  1826. 

George  Converse,  born,  June  29,  1830. 

Melissa  Susannah  Converse,  born,  December  27,  1832. 

Hannah  Converse,  born,  September  15,  1836. 
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Lovisa  L.  (Ketch)  Converse 

LOVISA  L.  KETCH  CONVERSE,  daughter  of  Sarah,  and 
granddaughter  of  Obil,  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1814.  She  was 
married  on  January  13,  1830,  to  Caleb  Hemenway  Converse,  a 
son  of  her  step-father,  Parley  Converse.  Caleb  was  born  in 
Vermont,  December  4,  1810,  and  died  at  Unionville,  Ohio,  De- 

cember  3,  1895. 

Children : 

Lewis  A.  Converse,  born,  November  29,  1831. 

Nathan  W.  Converse,  born,  January  13,  1835. 

Obil  Beach  Converse,  born,  November  18,  1837. 

Sarah  Cassandra  Converse,  born,  April  25,  1840. 

Orson  Parley  Converse,  born,  May  27,  1842. 

John  Quincy  Converse,  born,  November  8,  1844. 

Martha  L.  Converse,  born,  July  28,  1848. 

Bushrod  W.  Converse,  born,  July  20,  1850. 

Orinda  Converse,  born,  February  13,  1853. 

Walter  M.  Converse,  born,  September  27,  1855. 

Emma  A.  Converse,  born,  June  26,  1858. 

LEWIS  A.  CONVERSE  was  born,  November  29,  1831,  and 
died,  November  14,  1854. 

No  children. 


Nathan  W.  Converse 

NATHAN  W.  CONVERSE,  son  of  Lovisa  and  Caleb  Con¬ 
verse,  grandson  of  Sarah,  great-grandson  of  Obil,  was  born  in 
Union  County,  Ohio,  January  13,  1835.  He  was  married  at 
Unionville  Center,  Ohio,  April  10,  1856,  to  Mary  McLaren , 
born,  April  9,  1838,  in  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania,  daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  (Hulz)  McLaren.  He  died  at  Prospect, 
Ohio,  October  26,  1880.  Their  children  were: 

EFFIE  LOVISA  CONVERSE  FALKNER,  born  at 
Unionville  Center,  June  22,  1857.  She  was  married 
there,  November  18,  1875,  to  Harnier  Hood  Falknet, 

232 


SARAH  BEACH  CONVERSE 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  POSTERITY  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


who  was  born,  September  10,  1852,  at  Ostrander,  Ohio, 
son  of  Lewis  and  Jane  (Carr)  Falkner. 

Their  children: 

INFANT,  born,  March  14,  1878;  died  August  26, 
1879. 

CLAUDE  REGINALD  FALKNER,  born,  Septem¬ 
ber  7,  1880. 

NINA  MARY  JANE  FALKNER,  born,  September 
14,  1883,  at  Ostrander,  Ohio. 

ELVA  BURNESSE  FALKNER,  born,  December  7, 
1886,  in  Ostrander,  Ohio. 

EVA  ZILL  FALKNER,  born,  Marion  County,  Ohio, 
September  11,  1894. 

ELVA  MARTHA  CONVERSE  DARWARD,  born, 
Mount  Victory,  Ohio,  May  9,  1859;  married  at  Gabon, 
Ohio,  August  14,  1878,  to  Dr.  James  Oscar  Darward , 
son  of  Daniel  and  Susannah  (Mangans)  Darward.  He 
was  born  at  Ostrander,  February  25,  1857.  Their  first 
child  was  born  at  Prospect,  Ohio,  and  the  others  born 
at  Ottawa,  Ohio.  Children: 

ALLISON  DARWARD,  born,  October  7,  1879. 

GEORGE  MORRIS  HUFFAKER  DARWARD, 
born,  November  5,  1881. 

JEAN  O.  DARWARD,  born,  January  13,  1885. 

MARY  DOROTHY  DARWARD,  born,  November 
12,  1886. 

LEWELLYN  HUGH  CONVERSE,  son  of  Nathan,  was 
born  at  Broadway,  Ohio,  September  9,  1861.  He  died 
at  the  Military  Hospital,  Negros,  P.  S.,  April,  1900. 
No  children. 

MARY  BELL  CONVERSE  ZWERNER,  born  at  Mount 
Victory,  Ohio,  June  16,  1865;  married  at  Marysville, 
Ohio,  November  8,  1884,  to  Peter  George  Zwerner ,  son 
of  John  George  and  Margaret  (Gudeman)  Zwerner. 
Peter  George  was  born  in  Marysville,  Ohio,  November 
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8,  1836.  He  was  a  Sergeant  in  the  Spanish- American 
War.  Their  children  were  born  in  Marysville,  Ohio: 

MARIE  BELL  ZWERNER,  born,  July  10,  1885. 

CHARLOTTE  THERESE  ZWERNER,  born,  Oc¬ 
tober  4,  1887;  died  April  18,  1891. 

MAX  L.  CONVERSE  ZWERNER  was  born,  No¬ 
vember  22,  1890. 

ARPIE  ZILL  CONVERSE,  born  at  Mount  Victory, 
Ohio,  January  7,  1868.  She  is  a  superintendent  of  a 
Hospital. 

LIDA  MAY  (CONVERSE)  ANDERSON,  born,  Broad¬ 
way,  Ohio,  May  7,  1870.  She  was  married  at  Ostran¬ 
der,  Ohio,  April  10,  1887,  to  Stanley  Burr  Anderson , 
son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Felkner)  Anderson.  In 
1905,  he  was  foreman  of  the  railroad  yards  at  Marion, 
Ohio.  Their  children  were: 

JOE  ANDERSON,  born,  Ostrander,  Ohio,  July  21, 

1888. 

MARY  ANDERSON,  born,  North  Lewisburg,  Jan¬ 
uary  28,  1892. 

ISAAC  DANA  ANDERSON,  born,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
March  21,  1894. 

ALLEN  CONVERSE  ANDERSON,  born,  Marion, 
Ohio,  December  1,  1898. 

GERTRUDE  McLAREN  CONVERSE,  born,  Broad¬ 
way,  Ohio,  April  11,  1873. 

NATIE  WAWETA  CONVERSE,  born,  Unionville  Cen¬ 
ter,  Ohio,  April  20,  1875. 

Obil  Beach  Converse 

OBIL  BEACH  CONVERSE  is  the  son  of  Lovisa  and  Caleb 
Converse,  grandson  of  Sarah,  and  great-grandson  of  Obil.  He 
was  born  in  Jerome  Township,  Union  County,  Ohio,  Novem¬ 
ber  18,  1837,  and  lived  in  Allen  Township,  Union  County  Ohio. 
He  married,  April  13,  1859,  Rebecca  Josephine  Partheniore, 
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who  was  born  near  Milford  Center,  Ohio,  January  20,  1838. 
Children  : 

ZAIDEE  JOSIE  CONVERSE  BARKER,  born  in  Darby 
Township,  Union  County,  Ohio,  August  4,  1861;  mar¬ 
ried,  March  30,  1881,  to  John  Wesley  Barker ,  who  was 
born  in  Iowa,  on  April  3,  1856.  Children: 

LYNN  LEROY  BARKER,  born,  February  7,  1884. 
LOY  MORELLE  BARKER,  born,  August  30,  1886* 

ZENIE  PARMELIA  CONVERSE  REID,  born  in  Allen 
Township,  Union  County,  Ohio,  March  30,  1869;  mar¬ 
ried  there,  March  17,  1891,  to  Osborne  William  Reid , 
born,  Paris  Township,  Union  County,  Ohio,  January 
23,  1868. 

ZILLA  LOUISE  CONVERSE,  born,  December  3,  1871, 
Allen  Township,  Union  County,  Ohio.  She  was  or¬ 
ganist  for  the  United  Brethren  Church  for  a  long  time. 

Sarah  Cassandra  Converse  Mitchell 

SARAH  CASSANDRA  CONVERSE  MITCHELL,  the 
daughter  of  Lovisa  and  Caleb  Converse,  granddaughter  of 
Sarah  Beach,  and  great-granddaughter  of  Obil,  was  born  m 
Madison  County,  Ohio,  on  April  25,  1840.  She  married  on 
October  28,  1857,  George  Duffield  Mitchell ,  son  of  John  and 
Susan  (Kingery)  Mitchell,  born  at  Milford  Center,  Ohio,  Oc¬ 
tober  15,  1834. 

Their  children  were  all  born  in  Union  County,  Ohio. 

ELSIE  JANE  MITCHELL,  born,  October  22,  1858; 
married,  October  30,  1876,  Simon  D.  Boyd,  who  was 
born  near  Sidney,  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  on  February  9, 
1848,  son  of  Silas  and  Margaret  (Grump)  Boyd.  Their 
children  were  born  at  Marysville,  Ohio. 

LUELLA  MAY  BOYD,  born,  August  15,  1878; 
married,  December  25,  1899,  to  Harry  B.  Biggs, 
who  was  born  at  Findlay,  Ohio,  on  October  12, 
1878,  son  of  William  and  Fannie  (Mitchell)  Biggs. 
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He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish- American  War. 

WALTER  MITCHELL  BOYD,  born,  February  24, 
1883. 

HARRY  ERNEST  BOYD,  born,  April  10,  1887- 
JAMES  WALTER  MITCHELL,  born,  January  25, 
1862;  married,  August  6,  1891,  Ella  Locky  Predmore. 
daughter  of  John  David  and  Eliza  Jane  (Garnett)  Pred¬ 
more.  She  was  born  in  Taylor  Township,  Lnion  County, 
Ohio,  on  September  19,  1870.  Their  children  were: 

VENA  MAY  MITCHELL,  born,  February  5,  1893. 

JOHN  DUFFIELD  MITCHELL,  born,  February 
10,  1895. 

WILLIAM  BLAINE  MITCHELL,  born  in  Union 
County,  Ohio,  March  13,  1865;  married,  December  28, 
1887,  Ollie  Grant  Blake,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary 
Jane  (Courtney)  Blake.  She  was  born  at  Milford  Cen¬ 
ter,  Ohio,  June  9,  1864.  Child: 

HAZEL  GRACE  MITCHELL,  born  at  Chuckery, 
Ohio,  August  10,  1889. 

GEORGE  ROSS  MITCHELL,  born  in  Union  County, 
Ohio,  July  9,  1871;  married,  December  28,  1893,  Etta 
May  McClimans,  born  at  Milford  Center,  Ohio,  Sep¬ 
tember  24,  1873,  daughter  of  Samuel  S.  and  Ann  (Need¬ 
ham)  McClimans.  Children  born  near  Chuckery,  Ohio. 

LEONA  AGNES  MITCHELL,  born,  January  4, 

1895. 

PAULINE  IONA  MITCHELL,  born,  January  7, 

1896. 

LEWIS  MITCHELL  1  Twins,  born,  September 

WILLIAM  MITCHELL  J  27,  1900. 

GUY  DUFFIELD  MITCHELL,  born,  July  15,  1880; 
married,  January  7,  1903,  in  Milford  Center,  Ohio,  to 
Dessie  R.  Bigelow,  daughter  of  Alpheus  Rand  and  Har¬ 
riet  (Parthemore)  Bigelow. 
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ORSON  PARLEY  CONVERSE,  son  of  Lovisa  Beach  and 
Caleb  Converse,  grandson  of  Sarah,  great-grandson  of  Obil, 
was  born  near  Mechanicsburg,  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  May 
27,  1842,  and  died  in  London,  Ohio.  Orson  Parley  married, 
December  27,  1863, 'at  Milford  Center,  Ohio,  Emeline  Cramer, 
born  at  Richwood,  Ohio,  February  7,  1841.  Their  children 
were  born  at  Unionville,  Ohio. 

WALTER  CRAMER  CONVERSE,  born,  September  9, 
1865;  married,  April  10,  1889,  Clara  Frances  Emery, 
born  at  Concoid,  Ohio,  IVlarch  26,  1871,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Caroline  (Chnsman)  Emery.  One  child: 
MARGARET  A.  CONVERSE,  born,  January  13, 
1890,  at  London,  Ohio. 

CALEB  HAMILTON  CONVERSE,  born,  November 
20,  1867;  married  Helen  Frances  Peck,  July  29,  1889. 
She  was  born  in  Richmond,  Ind.,  May  29,  1869,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  -  (Melvin)  Peck.  Children  born 

in  London,  Ohio. 

HARRY  BOOTH  CONVERSE,  born,  June  15, 
1894,  married  Ercel  Lux;  daughter  of  Howard  and 
Martha  (Murphy)  Lux,  March  1,  1925.  She  was 
born,  August  16,  1902.  They  had  one  child, 
CONSTANCE  ANN  CONVERSE,  born, 
March  1,  1928. 

FRANCES  FLORENCE  CONVERSE,  born,  July 
28,  1897;  died,  December  10,  1897. 

JOHN  QUINCY  CONVERSE,  son  of  Caleb  Converse  and 
Lovisa  Converse,  grandson  of  Sarah,  and  great-grandson  of 
Obil,  was  born  at  Mechanicsburg,  Champaign  County,  Ohio, 
November  8,  1844;  married  in  Unionville  Center,  Ohio,  March 
28,  1866,  to  Mary  Isabelle  Baxter,  born  at  Piqua,  Ohio,  July 
25,  1842,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Cynthia  (Smith)  Baxter. 
Their  children,  all  born  in  Plain  City,  Ohio,  are: 

NETTIE  IRENE  CONVERSE,  born,  February  18, 
1867;  and  died,  March  23,  1867. 
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MYRTA  QUINETTA  CONVERSE,  born,  March  29, 
1868;  died  in  Urbana,  Ohio,  May  19,  1893.  She  mar¬ 
ried,  January  25,  1887,  Abraham  Lincoln  Wagner,  at 
Plain  City,  Ohio.  They  have  one  child: 

MYRTA  QUINETTA  WAGNER,  born,  Urbana, 
Ohio,  May  11,1 893. 

CYNTHIA  LILA  CONVERSE,  born,  November  19, 
1872;  died  at  Plain  City,  Ohio,  November  21,  1876. 

CURTIS  LEIGH  CONVERSE,  born,  December  10, 
1877.  He  is  a  lawyer,  and  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Michigan.  He  was  living  in  San  Francisco  in  1905. 

MARTHA  L.  CONVERSE  was  born,  July  28,  1848,  and 
died,  October  16,  1849. 

BUSHROD  W.  CONVERSE,  son  of  Lovisa  and  Caleb  Con- 
verse,  grandson  of  Sarah  and  great-grandson  of  Obil,  was  born 
at  Unionville  Center,  Ohio,  July  20,  1850.  He  married  Sarah 
E.  Rice  (Royce),  October  5,  1872.  Their  children,  born  near 
Unionville  Center,  Ohio,  are : 

ALBERT  B.  CONVERSE,  born,  June  6,  1873;  married 
Bertha  Curry,  daughter  of  William  and  Jennie  (Harris) 
Curray.  Their  children  are  : 

INFANT,  born  and  died  in  1903. 

RUTH  CONVERSE,  born,  December  4,  1901. 

GRACE  CONVERSE,  born,  July  20,  1874;  died,  August 
30,  1874. 

ALBA  CONVERSE,  born,  September  16,  1876. 

INFANT,  born,  and  died,  August,  1878. 

INFANT,  born,  July  8,  1879,  and  died,  July  10,  1879. 

ORINDA  J.  CONVERSE  SMITH,  daughter  of  Lovisa  and 
Caleb  Converse,  granddaughter  of  Sarah,  and  great-grand¬ 
daughter  of  Obil,  was  born  near  Unionville  Center,  Ohio,  Feb¬ 
ruary  13,  1853,  and  died  at  Cambridge,  Ohio,  February  13, 
1901.  She  was  married  near  Unionville  Center,  Ohio,  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1869,  to  Elon  Edmund  Smith,  son  of  Edmund  D.  and 
Lavina  (Bailey)  Smith.  He  was  born  in  Union  County,  Ohio, 
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July  30,  1848,  and  was  a  merchant  of  Cambridge,  Ohio.  Their 
children,  both  born  near  Plain  City,  Ohio,  are : 

HARRY  EDMUND  SMITH,  born,  November  8,  1870; 
married  at  Wooster,  Ohio,  October  7,  1893,  to  E.  Ger¬ 
trude  Robinson.  She  was  born  at  Marysville,  Ohio, 
June  1,  1872,  the  daughter  of  Aaron  Black  and  Keziah 
(Wilkins)  Robinson.  They  had  one  child: 

MARTHA  EVELYN  SMITH,  born,  Marysville, 
Ohio,  May  9,  1894. 

ELON  EARLE  SMITH,  born,  March  22,  1886. 

WALTER  M.  CONVERSE  was  born,  September  27, 
1855,  and  died,  March  9,  1861. 

EMMA  A.  CONVERSE  was  born,  June  26,  1858,  and 
died,  April  18,  1859,  near  Unionville  Center,  Ohio. 


James  Ketch 

JAMES  KETCH,  second  child  of  Sarah  (Beach)  and  Lewis 
Ketch,  was  born  in  Ohio,  June  5,  1818,  and  died,  April  30, 
1884.  He  married,  December  17,  1837,  Rhoda  Converse, 
born,  January  31,  1817;  died,  April  6,  1897.  They  had  ten 
children : 

Lester  W.  Ketch,  born,  February  27,  1839. 

Malinda  D.  Ketch,  born,  November  1,  1840. 

Lovisa  R.  Ketch,  born,  March  19,  1842. 

Lewis  J.  Ketch,  born,  February  12,  1844. 

Nancy  F.  Ketch,  born,  September  26,  1847. 

Olive  F.  Ketch,  born,  November  16,  1849. 

Harriet  L.  Ketch,  born,  December  22,  1852. 

Hiram  J.  Ketch,  born,  October  3,  1858. 

Hylas  R.  Ketch,  born,  November  22,  1859. 

Dexter  D.  Ketch,  born,  November  26,  1862. 

LESTER  W.  KETCH  was  born,  February  27,  1839, 
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and  married  Sally  Conklin ,  January  17,  1860. 
Children : 

FRANK  W.  KETCH. 

ALLEN  L.  KETCH. 

DELTA  E.  KETCH. 

FANNIE  KETCH,  wife  of  John  Markley. 

MALINDA  D.  KETCH  was  born,  November  1, 
1840,  and  married  Isaac  D.  Mapes,  August  10, 
1862.  Both  are  dead.  Children: 

ETTA  MAPES  DODDINGTON,  living  at  Co- 
lumbus,  Ohio,  is  married  and  has  three  chil¬ 
dren. 

RHODA  MAPES  McDONALD,  living  at  Fos- 
toria,  Ohio,  a  widow. 

LULU  MAPES  WILLIAMS,  living  in  Defi¬ 
ance,  Ohio.  She  is  married  and  has  one  child. 

LOVISA  R.  KETCH  KILBURY  was  born,  March 
19,  1842.  She  first  married  Isaac  Kilbury,  January 
23,  1862,  who  died,  October  22,  1863.  She  mar¬ 
ried  the  second  time,  Perry  C.  Douglas,  on  October 
9,  1866.  Lovisa  died  in  1889,  Perry  a  few  years 
later.  There  was  one  child  by  the  first  marriage: 

ALICE  KILBURY,  now  the  wife  of  S.  T. 
O’ Harr  a.  They  have  one  daughter, 

BESS  O’HARRA,  who  married  /.  S.  Par¬ 
ker.  They  have  two  children,  one  son 
who  died  when  four  years  old,  and  one 
daughter, 

BESS  PARKER. 

LEWIS  J.  KETCH  was  born,  February  12,  1844, 
and  was  killed  in  war,  August  6,  1864. 

NANCY  F.  KETCH  was  born,  September  26,  1847; 
married  George  W.  Stevens,  September  26,  1865. 
Nancy  died,  February  4,  1919,  and  her  husband, 
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George,  died,  August  1,  1921.  Children: 
FANNIE  STEVENS. 

HARRY  J.  STEVENS,  who  is  married  and  has 
one  daughter  and  one  son  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 

EBEN  E.  STEVENS,  deceased.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  and  had  one  daughter,  who  is  now  mar¬ 
ried  and  living  in  Plain  City,  Ohio. 

OLIVE  F.  KETCH  was  born,  November  16,  1849, 
and  died,  September  4,  1851. 

HARRIET  L.  KETCH  was  born,  December  22, 
1852,  and  married  Charles  C.  Smith,  June  15, 
1873.  Harriet  died,  December  26,  1921,  and  her 
husband  died  on  August  1,  1922.  Children: 

ADA  SMITH,  who  married  and  had  one  son. 
She  and  her  husband  are  both  dead. 

EULA  SMITH,  married.  She  had  one  daugh¬ 
ter  who  is  now  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 

RALPH  C.  SMITH,  married  and  has  one 
daughter. 

HIRAM  J.  KETCH  was  born,  October  3,  1858, 
and  died,  November  4,  1858. 

HYLAS  R.  KETCH  was  born,  November  22,  1859, 
and  married,  Dora  E.  Herriott,  October  17,  1882. 
They  lived  in  Long  Beach,  California. 

Children : 

HELEN  KETCH  BARNES,  living  in  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

HERBERT  F.  BARNES. 

JAMES  M.  KETCH,  who  lives  in  Detroit, 
Michigan. 

DEXTER  D.  KETCH  was  born,  November  26, 
1862,  and  married,  Lulu  M.  Currey,  June  14,  1884. 
Children : 

OPAL  KETCH  married  R.  IV .  McKinney ,  and 
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is  living  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  They  have  two 
daughters  : 

MARTHA  LOUISE  McKINNEY. 
KATHERINE  WILLIAMS  McKINNEY. 
ELTON  D.  KETCH,  married,  and  is  living  at 
Lancaster,  Ohio.  He  has  two  children: 
LUAN  KETCH. 

LOIS  KETCH. 

Squire  Converse 

SQUIRE  CONVERSE,  son  of  Sarah  (Beach)  and  Parley 
Converse,  and  grandson  of  Obil,  was  born,  January  31,  1826; 
died,  June  17,  1864,  at  Plain  City,  Ohio.  He  married,  August 
11,  1847,  Mercy  Phillips,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Nancy  (Blake) 
Phillips.  She  was  born,  April  22,  1827,  and  died  at  Fremont, 
Nebraska,  in  1886.  She  was  the  sister  of  the  wife  of  Parley 
Converse,  brother  of  Squire,  her  husband.  Children: 

JOHN  SETH  CONVERSE  was  born  at  Plain  City,  Ohio, 
and  lived  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  was  a  train  dis¬ 
patcher.  Children : 

MURIEL  CONVERSE. 

DON  CONVERSE. 

WILBUR  CONVERSE  was  born  at  Plain  City,  Ohio; 
died,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  in  1883;  and  was  buried 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Child: 

WILBUR  CONVERSE,  who  lived  in  Chicago. 

MARY  CONVERSE,  married -  Jones.  She  lives  in 

the  state  of  Washington. 

LILL  CONVERSE  was  born  in  Plain  City,  Ohio,  March 

1,  1856.  She  married  -  Smith,  and  lived  in  the 

state  of  Washington. 

George  Converse 

GEORGE  CONVERSE,  son  of  Sarah  (Beach)  and  Parley 
Converse,  and  grandson  of  Obil,  was  born,  June  29,  1830,  and 
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died  at  Plain  City,  Ohio,  April  7,  1894.  He  married,  October 
8,  1851 ,  Elizabeth  Allen.  Children: 

GLENNIE  CONVERSE,  who  died  young. 

REYNOLDS  CONVERSE,  born,  December  4,  1853,  and 
married  in  1872,  Matilda  Temple. 

Children : 

LATHA  CONVERSE,  born,  August  13,  1872. 

HARRY  C.  CONVERSE. 

MARK  C.  CONVERSE,  born,  October  18,  1876, 
and  died,  April  21,  1889. 

CLARA  MAUD  CONVERSE,  born,  February  13, 
1894. 

FRANK  CONVERSE  was  born,  June  10,  185  7,  and  was 
killed  by  a  train  in  Colorado,  January  22,  1897.  He 
married  in  1884,  Flora  Elennia  Atkinson ,  born,  Novem¬ 
ber  26,  1857,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Phil¬ 
lips)  Atkinson. 

PARLEY  B.  CONVERSE  was  born,  February  24,  1859; 
died,  February  28,  1895.  He  married  in  Plain  City, 
Ohio,  on  February  14,  1881,  Estella  Lombard,  daughter 
of  Harrison  and  Jane  Lombard. 

Children : 

HARRY  CONVERSE,  who  served  in  the  Spanish- 
American  War. 

EVERETT  CONVERSE. 

ALL  IE  BELL  CONVERSE  was  born,  February,  1861; 
married,  October,  1883,  Robert  George  Moling.  They 
resided  in  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

Children : 

GRACE  CONVERSE  MOLING. 

VERNON  CONVERSE  MOLING. 

CHARLES  ALLEN  CONVERSE  was  born,  February, 
1863. 

MATT  L.  CONVERSE  was  born,  November,  1867. 
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JENNIE  WARD  CONVERSE  was  born,  July  3,  1872, 
and  died  in  1873. 

RICHARD  CONVERSE  was  born,  August  30,  1875. 

CLEVELAND  C.  CONVERSE  was  born,  June  14,  1880. 

Melissa  Susannah  Converse  Phillips 

MELISSA  SUSANNAH  CONVERSE  PHILLIPS,  daugh- 
ter  of  Parley  Converse  and  Sarah  (Beach)  Converse,  was  born 
in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  December  27,  1832.  She  married 
in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  February  7,  1850,  John  Charles 
Phillips ,  blacksmith,  born,  August  26,  1823,  in  Franklin  Coun¬ 
ty,  Vermont.  He  was  the  son  of  Seth  Phillips,  born  in  London¬ 
derry,  New  Hampshire,  and  Nancy  (Blake)  Phillips,  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Vermont.  John  Charles  Phillips  and  his  wife 
were  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Children : 

ANNETTA  PHILLIPS  SIMPSON  was  born  in  Milford 
Center,  Union  County,  Ohio,  February  6,  1851.  She 
married,  in  Cisne,  Wayne  County,  Illinois,  November  3, 
1872,  Th  omas  Jefferson  Simpson,  born,  September  4, 
1841,  son  of  Daniel  Simpson,  born  in  Virginia,  and 
Nancy  (Gray)  Simpson,  born  in  South  Carolina.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodman 
Lodge. 

Children : 

ADDIE  SIMPSON  was  born  in  Cisne,  Illinois,  Au¬ 
gust  13,  1873.  She  married,  June  3,  1894,  at  Kane, 
Green  County,  Illinois,  Thomas  Porter  Clark.  He 
was  born  in  Macoupin  County,  Illinois,  March  20, 
1875,  son  of  James  Porter  Clark,  born  in  Lee 
County,  Iowa,  and  Sarah  Ellen  (Close)  Clark,  born 
in  Jersey  County,  Illinois.  Their  children  were  all 
born  at  Kane,  Illinois. 

CHARLES  WILBERT  CLARK,  born,  March 
1,  1895. 
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WALTER  SCHUYLER  CLARK,  born,  July 
23,  1896. 

EDWIN  PORTER  CLARK,  born,  May  12, 
1898. 

SARAH  ANNETTA  CLARK,  born,  Septem- 
11,  1899. 

FREDDIE  SIMPSON,  born  in  Cisne,  Illinois,  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1876. 

DUDLEY  DANIEL  SIMPSON,  born  in  Cisne,  Illi¬ 
nois,  December  28,  1878. 

LEONA  SIMPSON,  born,  November  11,  1880;  died 
in  Kane,  Illinois,  November  16,  1880. 

CHARLES  GROVER  SIMPSON,  born  in  Kane,  Illi¬ 
nois,  February  22,  1882. 

VITURA  MAY  SIMPSON,  born  in  Kane,  Illinois, 
July  31,  1883. 

MARY  TRIXIE  SIMPSON,  born  in  Kane,  Illinois. 
February  17,  188-. 

NELLIE  BLANCHE  SIMPSON,  born  in  Kane, 
Illinois,  April  4,  1889. 

EDNA  PROCTOR  SIMPSON,  born  in  Kane,  Illi¬ 
nois,  November  9,  1892. 

ORA  PHILLIPS  DOBBS,  daughter  of  Melissa  Converse, 
was  born  in  Milford  Center,  Union  County,  Ohio,  Au¬ 
gust  28,  1852.  Ora  was  a  school  teacher;  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  member  of  the 
Rebecca  Lodge.  She  married  at  Cisne,  Wayne  County, 
Illinois,  July  21,  1872,  Isaac  Lewis  Dobbs.  He  was 
born,  June  5,  1840,  son  of  William  and  Mary  Dobbs. 
He  served  throughout  the  Civil  War  in  Company  I,  28th 
Regiment,  Illinois  Volunteers;  was  wounded  at  Dallas, 
Georgia,  losing  his  left  arm  five  inches  below  the  elbow. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  received  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge.  He  became  a  practicing  physician  at  Cisne, 
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where  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Ora  died  in  Cisne,  Wayne  County,  Illinois,  March  10, 
1898,  and  her  husband  died  in  Cisne,  Illinois,  March  8. 
1896. 

They  had  one  daughter : 

LOUELLA  MAI  DOBBS,  born  in  Cisne,  Illinois, 
February  25,  1877. 

MARY  EVA  PHILLIPS  ULRICH,  daughter  of  Me- 
lissa,  and  granddaughter  of  Parley  Converse,  was  born 
in  Milford  Center,  Union  County,  Ohio,  December  2, 
1855.  She  married  in  Cisne,  Illinois,  March  29,  1877, 
John  Gersevine  Ulrich,  born  in  Remagen,  on  the  Rhine, 
Germany,  March  15,  1827,  a  son  of  Hubert  and  Sibylla 
Ulrich.  He  was  in  the  h  ranco-Prussian  War,  and  served 
in  the  second  “King’s  Guard,”  being  in  the  battles  at 
Gravelotte,  August  18,  and  Sedan,  September  1  and  2, 
1870.  He  was  also  present  at  the  Siege  of  Paris.  He 
came  to  America  in  April,  1873. 

Children : 

FLORA  SYBIL  ULRICH,  born  in  Flora,  Clay 
County,  Illinois,  January  19,  1878. 

CARL  LEO  ULRICH,  born  in  Flora,  Illinois,  June 
16,  1881. 

FLORENCE  ADDIE  PHILLIPS,  daughter  of  Melissa, 
and  granddaughter  of  Parley  Converse,  was  born,  May 
7,  1859,  and  died,  March  2,  1863.  I 

CHARLES  WALTER  PHILLIPS  was  born  in  Milford 
Center,  Ohio,  March  21,  1864.  He  was  a  blacksmith. 

He  married  in  Cisne,  Ohio,  March  22,  1885,  Mary 
Elizabeth  Phillips,  who  was  born  in  Antioch,  Monroe 
County,  Ohio,  December  24,  1861,  a  daughter  of  Ezra 
Mitchell  and  Mary  Ellen  Phillips,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Monroe  County,  Ohio. 

Charles  W.  Phillips  removed  with  his  family  to  Den- 
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ver,  Colorado,  in  April,  1891,  but  they  returned  in  June 
of  the  following  year  to  Cisne,  where  they  now  reside. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  in  which  he  has  held  the  office  of  Deacon  for 
eight  years. 

Children : 

GLADYS  CLARE  PHILLIPS,  born  in  Cisne,  Illi¬ 
nois,  February  2,  1886. 

NEIL  ADRIAN  PHILLIPS,  born  in  Cisne,  Illi¬ 
nois,  October  7,  1887. 

EVERETT  ELMO  PHILLIPS,  born  in  Cisne,  Illi¬ 
nois,  December  1,  1889. 

CHARLES  EZRA  CECIL  PHILLIPS,  born  in 

Golden,  Arapahoe  County,  Colorado,  January  28, 
1892. 

MARY  WINIFRED  PHILLIPS,  born  in  Cisne,  Illi¬ 
nois,  April  15,  1897. 

DOROTHY  DELL  PHILLIPS,  twin,  born  in  Cisne, 
Illinois,  February  27,  1900;  died,  November  4, 
1900, 

DONALD  VERNE  PHILLIPS,  twin,  born,  Febru¬ 
ary  7,  1900. 

MATTIE  MAY  PHILLIPS  MYERS  was  born  in  Cisne, 
Illinois,  August  20,  1869.  She  married  in  Denver,  Colo¬ 
rado,  July  2,  1891,  Charles  Edward  Myers,  who  was 
born  in  Columbia  City,  Whitby  County,  Indiana,  June 
16,  1863.  He  was  the  son  of  Levi  Myers,  born  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  Christina  Myers,  born  in  Virginia. 
Children : 

LOTTIE  MYERS  was  born  in  Denver,  Colorado, 
November  18,  1892. 

DOROTHY  MYERS  was  born  in  Columbia  City, 
Indiana,  December  10,  1894. 

HUGH  LEE  MYERS  was  born  in  Columbia  City, 
Indiana,  May  7,  1894. 
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LAURA  LOW  PHILLIPS  was  born,  June  2,  1874,  and 
died  at  Cisne,  Illinois,  October  21,  1874. 

Hannah  Converse  Thompson 

HANNAH  CONVERSE  THOMPSON,  daughter  of  Par¬ 
ley  Converse  and  Sarah  (Beach)  Converse,  was  born  in  Plain 
City,  Ohio,  September  15,  1836,  and  died  there,  September  3, 
1895.  She  was,  for  many  years,  a  member  of  the  Umversalist 
Church,  and  was  a  member  of  Rebecca  Lodge  in  which  she 
served  as  Noble  Grand.  For  several  terms  she  was  commis¬ 
sioned  as  special  State  Deputy  of  the  Lodge. 

She  married,  in  Plain  City,  January  12,  1853,  miter  S. 
Thompson ,  a  blacksmith,  who  was  born,  September  15,  1826, 
near  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  died  in  Plain  City,  Ohio,  January 
12,  1883.  Leaving  home  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  he  found  a 
home  and  employment  for  two  or  three  years  with  Jonah  Mar¬ 
shall,  and  afterwards  with  Timothy  and  Hannah  Bigelow. 
After  his  marriage,  he  moved  to  Homer,  Union  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Charles  Phillips  until  1859, 
when  the  family  removed  to  Plain  City.  From  1869  to  1873, 
they  resided  in  Richmond,  Indiana,  but  returned  at  the  end  of 
that  time  to  Plain  City.  Mr.  Thompson  was  an  Odd  Fellow 
m  Pleasant  \  alley  (now  Plain  City)  Lodge  for  many  years, 

and  was  a  Past  Grand  Officer.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Rebecca  Lodge. 

Children : 

MAE  THOMPSON  was  born  at  Homer,  Union  County, 
Ohio,  on  May  4,  1858;  married  at  London,  Ohio,  May 
29,  1884,  to  Oscar  Tryar ,  who  wras  born  in  Richmond, 
Indiana,  April  5,  1857,  son  of  Samuel  and  Cynthia 
Fryar.  Children : 

CARL  W.  FRVAR  was  born  at  Richmond,  Indiana, 
May  15,  1886. 

CARL  THOMPSON  was  born,  July  9,  1860,  and  died 
at  Plain  City,  Ohio,  September  11,  1896. 
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LIDA  THOMPSON  was  born,  August  24,  1862.  She 
married  first,  near  West  Jefferson,  Ohio,  March  2,  1882, 
James  Francis.  He  was  born  in  1862,  in  Brown  Town¬ 
ship,  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Hunter)  Francis.  He  died  there,  April  4,  1886. 
She  was  married  the  second  time  at  Richmond,  Indiana, 
December  16,  1890,  to  Andrew  Roser,  who  was  born  in 
1868,  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Fredrecka  (Ryner)  Roser. 
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Rhoda  Beach  Hallock 

Rhoda  and  her  sister,  Susannah,  daughters  of  Obil  Beach,  presumably 
married  two  Hallock  brothers,  who  were  descended  from  Peter  Hallock, 
the  original  American  ancestor  of  this  line. 

Peter  Hallock  had  an  only  son,  William,  by  his  first  wife,  who  died 
before  they  came  to  Long  Island.  William  married  Margaret  Howell;  and 
his  son,  John,  born  about  1658;  died,  1737;  married  Abigail  Swazy.  Their 
son,  Benjamin,  was  born  about  1700,  and  married  a  Miss  Chamberlain. 
Their  son,  Stephen  I,  was  born,  1736,  and  served  in  the  Massachusetts 
Militia  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  wife  was  a  Miss  Chamberlain,  of 
Richmond,  Massachusetts.  Stephen  II  was  born,  1763,  and  married,  Lucy 
Law.  They  had  ten  children,  among  whom  were  the  Joseph  Benton  and 
Stephen  III  Hallock,  who  married  Rhoda  and  Susannah  Beach. 

RHODA  BEACH  HALLOCK  was  born,  June  25,  1794,  in 
New  Haven,  \  ermont.  On  February  14,  1814,  she  married, 
Stephen  Hallock  III ,  who  was  born,  December  30,  1787.  They 
came  to  Ohio  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Darby  Township.  He 
died  on  this  farm,  September  6,  1823,  of  “milk  sickness,”  and 
she  passed  away  the  next  day. 

Children : 

HYMEN  HATLOCK,  son  of  Rhoda  (Beach)  and  Ste¬ 
phen  Hallock,  born  in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  October 
18,  1818,  and  died,  March  10,  1897,  at  Havensville, 
Kansas.  He  married,  December  7,  1843,  Catherine 
Funk,  who  was  born  at  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  Novem¬ 
ber  13,  1825,  and  died  at  Havensville,  Kansas,  March 
3,  1901.  They  were  married  in  Madison  County,  Ohio. 
He  moved  with  the  Beaches  to  Havensville,  where  he 
was  a  farmer. 

Children : 

RHODA  HALTOCK  was  born,  August  9,  1844; 
died  in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  June  4,  1846. 

HARRIET  ELIZABETH  HATLOCK  was  born, 
July  13,  1845;  died,  October  4,  1845. 
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HENRY  STEPHEN  HALLOCK,  son  of  Hymen, 
was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  September  17, 
1846,  and  resided  in  Topeka,  Kansas.  He  served 
three  years  in  the  Civil  War,  and  was  a  carpenter. 

He  was  married  in  Holton,  Kansas,  June  19,  - 
1872,  to  Eliza  A.  Martin ,  of  Taylor  County,  Iowa, 
who  was  born,  November  27,  1855.  He  died,  July 
15,  1927.  Children: 

HENRY  MARION  HALLOCK,  son  of  Henry 
Stephen,  son  of  Hymen  Hallock,  was  born, 
June  19,  1873,  and  died,  January  17,  1924. 

He  married,  first,  in  1891,  Edith  Whistler , 
who  died  in  January,  1898.  He  married,  sec¬ 
ond,  in  December,  1898,  Laura  Cary ,  a 
widow,  who  had  a  son,  Neal,  whom  Mr.  Hal¬ 
lock  adopted.  The  widow  and  adopted  son 
now  live  at  7737  East  Lake  Terrace,  Chicago. 
Illinois.  Children  by  first  marriage : 

AUBRY  HALLOCK,  born  in  New  Mex¬ 
ico,  December  27,  1893. 

INFANT,  born  in  January,  1898,  died  in 
June  of  same  year. 

GEORGE  ALONZO  HALLOCK,  second  son 
of  Henry  Stephen  Hallock,  was  born,  Decem¬ 
ber  2,  1876,  at  Havensville,  Kansas,  and  is 
a  fruit  grower  at  Sanger,  California.  He 
married,  April  6,  1910,  Harriet  M.  Wads¬ 
worth ,  born  in  Iowa,  April  12,  1886. 

Children : 

HARRIET  RAY  HALLOCK  was  born  in 
Amarillo,  Texas,  May  27,  1911. 

WILMA  KATHERINE  HALLOCK, 
born,  June  1,  1913,  in  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado. 
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RUTH  ARLENE  HALLOCK  was  born 
in  Sanger,  California,  January  3,  1923. 

HYMEN  IRVING  HALLOCK,  son  of 
Stephen  Hallock,  was  born  in  Havensville, 
Kansas,  January  9,  1879;  married,  October 
28,  1914,  Jeanette  Chandler,  who  was  born, 
June  25,  1894. 

Mr.  Hallock  is  a  railroad  station  agent  at 
Horton,  Kansas. 

Children : 

HYMEN  IRVING,  HALLOCK,  JR,  was 
born,  December  12,  1915. 

JEAN  ELIZABETH  HALLOCK  was 
born,  October  26,  1923. 

IN  A  BELLE  HALLOCK,  daughter  of  Henry 
Stephen,  was  born,  January  16,  1881.  She 
married,  first,  in  1898,  Lee  Simmerman,  born, 
October  15,  1879.  She  married,  second  time, 
November  25,  1920,  Charles  L.  Kirkpatrick, 
who  was  born,  September  28,  1872,  and  is  a 
stationary  engineer  with  the  Mutual  Ice  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Topeka,  Kansas. 

By  her  first  marriage  she  had  two  children: 

NATE  CLIFFORD  SIMMERMAN, 
born,  December  19,  1898.  He  owns  and 
operates  a  shoe  repair  shop  at  50 3jZ 
West  Street,  Topeka,  Kansas. 

MYRTLE  IRENE  SIMMERMAN 
HARSCH,  born,  December  1,  1900,  was 
married,  September  30,  1923,  to  R.  Clin¬ 
ton  Harsch,  born,  April  3,  1900.  He  is 
a  barber  at  Ninth  and  Kansas  Avenue, 
Topeka,  Kansas,  and  his  wife  is  a  sten¬ 
ographer  in  the  office  of  the  Attorney 
General. 
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DAISY  LILLIAM  HALLOCK  WALKER  was 
born,  March  31,  1883,  and  married  in  March, 
1902,  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  to  Herbert  C. 
Walker,  who  was  born  at  Cedarvale,  Kansas, 
January  19,  1879.  He  is  a  receiving  clerk  at 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri.  Child: 

PAUL  ARTHUR  WALKER  was  born  at 
Lansing,  Kansas,  January  3,  1903,  and 
married,  April  20,  1923,  at  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri,  to  Opal  Leota  Henry.  She 
was  born  at  Ridgeway,  Missouri,  July 
17,  1903.  Child: 

LEOTA  PAULINA  WALKER  was 
born,  January  22,  1925,  at  St.  Jo¬ 
seph. 

CARRIE  VELORA  HALLOCK  was  born,  Au¬ 
gust  18,  1885,  and  married,  first,  at  Lansing, 
Kansas,  October  25,  1903,  to  William  Cherry. 
He  was  born  about  1880,  and  died,  June  6, 
1919,  at  Topeka,  Kansas.  She  married,  sec¬ 
ond,  /.  F.  Hollicks,  born  in  1876,  who  is  an 
Oil  Operator  living  at  1403  University  Ave¬ 
nue,  Wichita,  Kansas.  There  were  no  chil¬ 
dren  by  the  second  marriage. 

Child  by  first  marriage: 

MONA  LUCILE  CHERRY,  born,  March 

21,  1909. 

REVEREND  FRANCIS  EDGAR  HALLOCK, 
the  fourth  son  of  Henry  Stephen  and  Eliza 
Hallock,  was  born  fin  Havensville,  Kansas, 
September  22,  1888.  Fie  married  in  Milwau¬ 
kee,  Wisconsin,  June  28,  1915,  V era  Elizabeth 
Day,  who  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1889. 

Reverend  Hallock  is  a  Baptist  minister,  and 
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graduated  at  Ottawa  University  in  1914,  and 
from  the  Rochester  Theological  Seminary  in 
1917.  His  wife  was  also  graduated  at  Ottawa 
in  1915.  They  have  five  children: 

FRANCIS  EDGAR  HALLOCK,  JR.,  born 
at  Penfield,  New  York,  July  26,  1916. 

ARDELTA  PEARLE  HALLOCK,  born 
at  Pittsburg,  Kansas,  September  21,  1918. 

ROGER  WILLIAM  HALLOCK,  born, 
Pittsburg,  Kansas,  March  17,  1921. 

VERA  ELIZABETH  HALLOCK  was 
born  in  Norman,  Oklahoma,  February  1, 
1924. 

ANNA  HAZELTINE  HALLOCK  was 
lorn  in  Norman,  Oklahoma,  December 
8,  1925. 

LESTER  MARTIN  HALLOCK,  the  fifth  son 
°f  Henry  S.  and  Eliza,  was  born  in  Havens- 
\  die,  Kansas,  October  18,  1890,  and  was  mar- 
lied  about  1910  to  Helen  Bowen.  He  resides 
ln  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  where  he  is  an  insurance 
adjuster. 

PEARL  EDITH  ROSE  HALLOCK  CHIN- 
CHOLL  (the  fourth  daughter  of  Henry  Ste¬ 
phen  and  Eliza  Hallock)  was  born  at  Havens- 
i  die,  Kansas,  November  1  1,  1893,  and  mar¬ 
ried,  Edwin  Rudolph  Chincholl  in  July,  1913, 
at  Topeka,  Kansas.  He  was  born,  August  11, 
1890,  and  is  an  electrical  engineer,  residing  in 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

They  had  no  children  of  their  own,  but 
adopted  a  boy: 

HERMAN  HALLOCK  CHINCHOLL, 

born,  July  28,  1920. 

RUSSELL  SAGE  HALI  OCK,  the  sixth 
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was  the  tenth  and  last  child  of  Henry  Stephen 
and  Eliza  Hallock,  was  born,  November  6, 
1898,  and  is  a  photographer  and  druggist  at 
Wichita,  Kansas.  He  married,  December  6, 
1919,  Velma  Zentner,  born,  August  21,  1899. 
They  have  no  children. 

WILLIAM  McKENDREE  HALLOCK,  son  of  Hy¬ 
men  Hallock,  was  born,  February  21,  1848;  died, 
March  20,  1864,  in  the  army.  His  grave  is  at 
Cairo,  Illinois. 

JOHN  WESLEY  HALLOCK,  son  of  Hymen  Hal¬ 
lock,  was  born  in  1849,  and  died,  April  9,  1858. 

CHLOE  HALLOCK  MARTS,  the  sixth  child  of 
Hymen  and  Catherine  (Funk)  Hallock,  was  born 
near  Fairfield,  Jefferson  County,  Iowa,  May  12, 
1851;  and  died,  December  20,  1926,  near  Havens- 
ville,  Kansas.  She  was  married  to  William  Allen 
Marts ,  November  29,  1882.  He  was  a  farmer 
who  lived  near  Havensville,  Kansas. 

Children : 

MOLLIE  JEANETTE  MARTS  was  born, 
July  19,  1884. 

ELSIE  RACHEL  MARTS  was  born,  October 
19,  1886,  and  married  James  Byron  Duncan, 
born,  April  13,  1886.  They  lived  near  West¬ 
moreland,  Kansas.  Children: 

GEORGE  ALLEN  DUNCAN,  born,  Au¬ 
gust  23,  1910. 

JAMES  ARTHUR  DUNCAN,  born,  July 
18,  1911. 

ORVAL  DeVERE  DUNCAN,  born,  April 
26,  1913. 

EVELYN  RUTH  DUNCAN,  born,  July 
26,  1916. 
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JOSEPH  DeWITT  DUNCAN,  born, 
May  10,  1918. 

THEODORE  BENSON  DUNCAN, 
born,  November  1,  1921. 

SARAH  KATHRYN  MARTS  was  born,  April 
19,  1888;  and  married,  May  10,  1921,  Har¬ 
old  G.  Butler ,  born  near  Bird  City,  Kansas, 
November  19,  1885. 

Eb  FIE  EVELYN  MARTS  was  born,  Novem¬ 
ber  5,  1890;  and  married  in  April,  1916,  to 
Thomas  J.  Mumert,  a  farmer  near  Wakeeney, 
Kansas.  Their  children  were: 

WARREN  LEE  MUMERT,  born,  De¬ 
cember,  1917. 

EVELYN  ROZELLA  MUMERT,  born, 
October  29,  1919. 

GLEN  ARTHUR  MUMERT,  born,  No¬ 
vember  22,  1921. 

CLIFFORD  ALLEN  MUMERT,  born, 
October  1,  1923. 

JOHN  MARTS  MUMERT,  born,  No¬ 
vember  25,  1925. 

ORZELLA  MAE  MARTS  was  born,  April  24, 
1892;  and  married,  February  13,  1915,  to 
William  Herman  Glass,  who  was  born,  July 
2,  1894.  Children: 

WILLIAM  HERMAN  GLASS,  JR.,  born, 
December  29,  1915. 

MARGUERITE  GLASS,  born,  September 
15,  1918. 

KEITH  JOHN  GLASS,  born,  June  4, 
1921. 

INFANT,  born,  December  23,  1894,  and  died 
young. 
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MARY  ELIZA  HALLOCK  MOHLER,  seventh 
child  of  Hymen  and  Catherine  (Funk)  Hallock, 
was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Iowa,  January  22, 
1853,  and  resides  at  St.  Marys,  Kansas.  She  mar¬ 
ried  near  Havensville,  Kansas,  September  8,  1875,  . 
George  Mohler,  born  in  Pennsylvania,  November 
30,  1849,  and  died  in  St.  Marys,  Kansas,  in  April, 
1917.  The  children,  all  born  at  St.  Marys,  Kan¬ 
sas,  are: 

GEORGE  HERBERT  MOHLER,  born,  Jan¬ 
uary  5,  1877,  is  single. 

FAITH  LILLIAN  MOHLER  was  born,  No¬ 
vember  9,  1878;  married,  October  4,  1906, 
to  Samuel  Little.  They  live  in  the  Imperial 
Valley  in  California.  They  have  one  son: 

GEORGE  RICHARD  LITTLE,  born,  Oc¬ 
tober  14,  1908. 

SELBY  HALLOCK  MOHLER  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  2,  1881,  and  was  station  agent  at  Wil¬ 
son,  Kansas.  He  married,  May  3,  1913,  El- 
dora  Goodbrake,  a  widow,  born,  November 
8,  1884,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Susan  (Year- 
out)  Vandemark.  They  have  one  son: 

EDGAR  BONEBRAKE  MOHLER. 

HENRY  STARK  MOHLER,  was  born,  March 
21,  1883;  married,  May  12,  1909,  Eloise 
West,  daughter  of  Wilbur  and  Nellie  (Bartle) 
West,  born,  June  22,  1882.  They  live  at  To¬ 
peka,  Kansas,  where  Mr.  Mohler  is  employed 
by  the  Topeka  Milling  Company. 

They  had  three  children: 

JOHN  PAUL  MOHLER,  born,  Decem¬ 
ber  29,  1911;  died,  January  2,  1912. 

MARY  ESTHER  MOHLER,  born,  May 
14,  1913. 
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SARAH  ELOISE  MOHLER,  born,  Octo- 
ber  31,  1918. 

LULL  JOl  MOHLER  was  born,  December 
30,  1884;  and  married  at  Maple  Hill,  Kansas, 
December  28,  1904,  to  William  Obil  Beach, 
son  of  Simeon  Downing,  son  of  Obil  O.,  son 
of  Obil  Beach.  Lhe  names  of  their  children 
appear  under  his  heading  and  family  in  this 
book. 

JESSE  DWIGHT  MOHLER  was  born,  De¬ 
cember  1  1,  1886,  and  died  in  1887. 

NORTON  HARRISON  MOHLER  was  born, 
May  19,  1888.  He  married  first,  September  9, 
1916,  Alarie  Williams ,  who  died  in  September, 
1923;  and  married  second,  January  30,  1926, 
Minnie  Alice  Ross. 

Child  by  first  marriage: 

ANNA  MAY  MOHLER,  born,  July  2, 
1917.  Child  by  second  marriage : 

ROSS  STANLEY  MOHLER,  born,  Sep- 
tember  30,  1927. 

PAUL  THEODORE  MOHLER  was  born, 
September  30,  1891,  and  married,  May  30, 
1925,  Ruth  Roapeason,  born,  January  18, 

1899.  He  is  employed  by  a  railroad  in 
Wyoming. 

RLTH  ELOISE  MOHLER  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  21,  1894,  and  married,  October  5,  1913, 
to  Charles  R.  Reynolds.  Chddren : 

LLJCILE  ELDORA  REYNOLDS,  born, 
March  21,  1915. 

CHARLES  RAYMOND  REYNOLDS, 
born,  November  8,  1916. 

PAULINE  REYNOLDS,  born,  August  21, 
1918. 


264 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  POSTERITY  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


DONALD  FRANCIS  REYNOLDS,  born, 
November  30,  1921. 

MARION  HALLOCK,  the  eighth  child  of  Hymen 
and  Catherine  (Funk)  Hallock,  was  born  in  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  Iowa,  December  16,  1854,  and  mar-  * 
ried  in  October,  1877,  Anna  L.  Brownlee.  They 
reside  in  Chandler,  Oklahoma.  They  had  nine 
children : 

WALTER  FLOYD  HALLOCK,  born,  Sep¬ 
tember  19,  1878.  He  is  a  farmer  in  Arkan¬ 
sas.  He  married,  September  6,  1899,  Daisy 
M.  Smith,  and  they  had  two  children: 

GOLDIE  V.  HALLOCK,  married  Perry 
Dalrymple.  Child: 

RICHARD  J.  DALRYMPLE. 

HAZEL  H.  HALLOCK  married,  Penn 
Reeves,  who  is  with  the  Oklahoma  Oil 
Company.  Child: 

HAZEL  MAXINE  REEVES. 

JESSIE  PEARLE  HALLOCK  was  born,  Jan¬ 
uary  3,  1881;  and  died,  August  3,  1882. 

WALLACE  CLARK  HALLOCK  was  born, 
February  27,  1884;  and  married,  September 
26,  1918,  Madge  Emma  Marchart.  Mr.  Hal¬ 
lock  is  a  well  driller,  and  lives  at  Chandler. 
Oklahoma.  Children : 

RICHARD  L.  HALLOCK,  born  about 

1920. 

IDA  MAY  HALLOCK. 

HENRY  EDWIN  HALLOCK  was  born,  De¬ 
cember  18,  1887,  and  resides  in  Topeka,  Kan¬ 
sas.  He  married,  November  21,  1911,  Pansy 

M.  Smith.  Children : 

ADA  L.  HALLOCK,  born,  October  20, 

1914. 
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WILMA  V.  HALLOCK,  born,  August 
18,  1922. 

JAMES  MONROE  HALLOCK,  born, 

March  9,  1926. 

CHARLES  MERTON  HALLOCK  was  born, 
September  19,  1889,  and  lives  on  a  farm  in 
Arkansas.  He  married,  July  31,  1911,  Maud 
Lea  Roebuck,  and  they  have  three  children: 

MILDRED  LEA  HALLOCK. 

DOROTHY  IRENE  HALLOCK. 

CHARLES  M.  HALLOCK,  JR. 

VIRGIL  FOREST  HALLOCK  was  born,  May 
1,  1893,  and  married,  January  1,  1918,  Bessie 
A.  Bell.  He  lived  in  Oklahoma. 

Children : 

GERALD  ANDREW  HALLOCK,  born, 

December  27,  1918. 

LESLIE  CARLYLE  HALLOCK,  born, 

March,  16,  1923. 

LLOl:  D  BRLCE  HALLOCK,  born,  Sep¬ 
tember  26,  1925. 

DONALD  EDGAR  HALLOCK,  born, 

June  7,  1927. 

MABEL  MARIE  HALLOCK  was  born  in 
1896,  and  was  married  in  1918,  to  James  W. 
Jones,  a  farmer,  who  lives  near  Chandler, 
Oklahoma.  They  have  four  children: 

ANNA  LOIS  JONES. 

NORMA  D.  JONES. 

MARION  A.  JONES. 

MARY  LOUISE  JONES. 

MYRTLE  GRACE  HALLOCK  was  born,  Sep¬ 
tember  19,  1899,  and  was  married,  April  10, 
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1917,  to  Harold  W.  Williams,  of  Oklahoma. 
Their  children: 

LESLIE  E.  WILLIAMS. 

MARION  WILLIAMS. 

E.  L.  WILLIAMS. 

WALTER  EUGENE  WILLIAMS. 

ANNA  LOUISE  HALLOCK  was  born,  No¬ 
vember  15,  1903. 

ALONZO  HALLOCK,  the  ninth  child  of  Hymen 
and  Catherine  (Funk)  Hallock,  was  born  in  Story 
County,  Iowa,  October  8,  1856,  and  married,  firs4:, 
March  28,  1877,  Sarah  Jane  Armstrong.  She  was 
born,  November  13,  1861,  and  died,  April  3,  1898. 
He  married,  second,  September  25,  1901,  Rachel 
Ada  Moss,  a  widow,  and  lives  on  his  farm  in 
Oregon.  All  the  children  were  by  the  first  mar¬ 
riage.  Children: 

FRANK  SPENCER  HALLOCK  was  born, 
May  12,  1879,  in  Fredonia,  Kansas.  He  was 
a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  now  resides  at  Gas¬ 
ton,  Oregon,  but  his  three  children  were  born 
at  Portland,  Oregon. 

VERNON  L.  HALLOCK,  born,  May  9, 
1902. 

VIVIAN  HALLOCK,  born,  April  4,  1904; 
died,  September  10,  1904. 

BERTHA  GRACE  HALLOCK,  born, 

July  31,  1905. 

WILLIAM  JASPER  HALLOCK,  born,  May 
5,  1881,  in  Kansas,  and  married  in  Portland, 
Oregon,  February  3,  1916,  Annie  Parmelia 
Haacke,  born  at  Bottineau,  North  Dakota.  He 
is  a  farmer  at  Gaston,  Oregon.  Childien. 

WESLEY  JASPER  HALLOCK,  born  at 
Portland,  Oregon,  October  21,  1916. 
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MYRTLE  JANE  HALLOCK,  born,  June 
26,  1918. 

MILDRED  SADA  HALLOCK,  born, 
June  8,  1920. 

GEORGE  ALONZO  HALLOCK,  born  at 
Gaston,  Oregon,  September  21,  1922. 

LORNA  BELLE  HALLOCK,  born,  For¬ 
est  Grove,  Oregon,  May  31,  1924. 

MANUEL  HALLOCK  was  born,  February  3, 
1883,  and  married,  first,  November  11,  1903* 
to  Cora  Hinshaw.  He  married,  second,  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  1918,  Myrtle  Pool.  He  is  a  car¬ 
penter,  and  lives  in  San  Francisco,  California. 
There  were  three  children  by  the  first  mar¬ 
riage  : 

VIOLET  HALLOCK,  born,  January  6, 
1906;  died,  November  21,  1907. 

CHESTER  HALLOCK,  born,  May  7, 
1907;  died,  September  14,  1909. 

LEONA  HALLOCK,  born,  July  3,  1908, 
and  married,  November  21,  1925,  Rob¬ 
ert  A.  Russell.  Child: 

IMOGENE  LEONA  HALLOCK 
RUSSELL,  born  September  4,  1926. 

BERTHA  HANE  HALLOCK,  born,  Novem¬ 
ber  29,  1884;  died,  March  21,  1906.  She  was 
the  wife  of  Laton  Sebolt. 

CATHERINE  MAY  HALLOCK  was  born, 
December  8,  1886;  died,  August  1,  1887. 

SARAH  GRACE  HALLOCK  was  born,  June 
22,  1888;  married  at  Portland,  Oregon,  May 
5,  1907,  F  rederick  DeV ere  Sipe.  He  was  born 
at  Topeka,  Kansas,  July  26,  1883.  He  is 
shipping  clerk  for  the  Pacific  States  Electric 
Company  of  Portland,  Oregon.  Child: 
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SHERMA  VIOLA  SIPE  was  born  at  Den¬ 
ver,  Colorado,  February  20,  1908. 

FLOYD  HYMEN  HALLOCK  was  born,  Feb¬ 
ruary  28,  1896,  and  married  at  Portland,  Ore¬ 
gon,  October  27,  1920,  Viola  Grace  Bodman. 
He  was  in  the  A.  E.  F.  during  the  World 
War,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Lewis, 
June  6,  1919.  He  is  now  in  the  lumber  trade 
at  Portland.  Child: 

NANCY  ANN  HALLOCK,  born,  August 

6,  1922. 

NANCY  JANE  HALLOCK,  the  tenth  child  of  Hy¬ 
men  and  Catherine  (Funk)  Hallock,  was  born  in 
Story  County,  Iowa,  April  20,  1859,  and  died  in 
North  Portland,  Oregon,  July  23,  1927.  She  was 
much  interested  in  the  Hallock  genealogy  and  con¬ 
tributed  considerable  of  the  data. 

JESSE  JASPER  HALLOCK,  the  eleventh  child  of 
Hymen  and  Catherine  (Funk)  Hallock,  was  born 
in  Story  County,  Iowa,  October  12,  1861,  and  is  a 
furniture  dealer  in  Denver,  Colorado.  He  married 
at  Colorado  Spring,  Colorado,  June  14,  1892, 
Ellen  Nixon ,  born  in  Johnson  County,  Kansas,  Au¬ 
gust  31,  1866.  Children: 

DANIEL  BERTZEL  HALLOCK  was  born  at 
Colorado  Springs.  Colorado,  November  4, 
1894.  He  enlisted  in  the  Navy  in  1913,  and 
re-enlisted  in  1917.  He  was  Chief  Petty  Offi¬ 
cer  at  the  Great  Lakes  Training  Station  when 
his  term  expired.  On  leaving  the  Navy,  in 
1921,  he  went  to  Denver,  Colorado,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  upholstered 

furniture. 

FRANCIS  JASPER  HALLOCK  was  born,  Jan¬ 
uary  5,  1898,  at  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado, 
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and  has  been  in  the  Government  employ  since 
1917. 

DOROTHY  EDITH  HALLOCK  was  born  at 
Denver,  Colorado,  July  16,  1900,  and  married 
April  25,  1920,  to  John  Robert  Alt,  Jr.,  born, 
in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  July  9,  1895.  Their 
children  were  born  in  Denver,  Colorado: 

ROBERT  CHARLES  ALT,  born,  April 
11,  1921. 

IOLA  ANN  ALT,  born,  March  9,  1925. 

ERNEST  J.  ALT,  born,  December  30, 
1927. 

NETTIE  GRACE  HALLOCK  HAMER,  the 
twelfth  child  of  Hymen  and  Catherine  (Funk) 
Hallock,  was  born  in  Story  County,  Iowa,  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1866;  and  was  married,  October  14,  1891, 
to  James  Henry  Hamer,  of  Putnam,  Oklahoma. 
Children : 

OLIVE  CHRl  STAL  MAY  HAMER  was  born 
August  21,  1892;  married  to  Frank  E.  Conde, 
employed  at  a  garage  in  Oklahoma  City,  Okla¬ 
homa.  Their  children  are: 

FRANK  HENRY  CONDE,  born,  May  5, 
1912. 

GRACE  MARIE  CONDE,  born,  Octo¬ 
ber  20,  1914. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  HAMER,  born,  No¬ 
vember  19,  1893,  and  married  in  1917,  Nora 
Settle.  Their  children,  born  in  Dewey  County, 
Oklahoma,  are: 

JAMES  HENRI  HAMER,  born,  Sep¬ 
tember  12,  1918. 

HAROLD  REUBEN  HAMER,  born 
April  27,  1920. 
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ZELLA  KATHLEEN  HAMER,  born 
April  26,  1922. 

HARVEY  MONROE  HAMER,  born, 
February  2,  1925. 

HENRY  HYMEN  HAMER,  born,  September 
24,  1895  ;  served  in  the  A.  E.  F.,  in  the  World 
War,  and  was  discharged  at  Little  Rock,  Ar¬ 
kansas,  July  23,  1919.  He  served  in  the  En¬ 
gineer  Corps.  His  wife’s  name  is  Cora,  and 
they  have  one  daughter: 

THELMA  LILLIAN  HAMER,  born, 
May  28,  1925. 

REVEREND  HUBERT  ROSS  HAMER, 
born,  October  18,  1897,  and  was  ordained  in 
the  Union  Baptist  Church  of  Oklahoma  in 
1917.  His  wife’s  name  was  Pearl,  and  their 
children  are: 

NETTIE  ETT1E  BEATRICE  HAMER, 
born,  June  25,  1917. 

MARY  SIBEL  HAMER,  born,  November 
15,  1919. 

HUBERT  FRANK  HAMER,  born,  Feb¬ 
ruary  21,  1922. 

WILLIAM  PAUL  HAMER  was  born,  July 
17,  1900;  died  in  Oklahoma,  August  13,  1906. 

The  above  five  children  were  born  in  Potta¬ 
watomie  County,  Kansas.  The  following  two 
in  Dewey  County,  Oklahoma: 

MARION  ROOSEVELT  HAMER,  born 
March  19,  1904. 

ARTHUR  CLYDE  HAMER,  born,  September 
5,  1906. 

CHARLES  BEACH  HALLOCK,  the  thirteenth  and 
last  child  of  Hymen  and  Catherine  (Funk)  Hal- 
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lock,  was  born  in  Nevada,  Story  County,  Iowa, 
May  4,  1868,  and  resides  in  Severy,  Kansas. 

He  married  in  Holton,  Kansas,  January  1,  1902, 
Margaret  Ann  Fryberger ,  who  was  born  in  North 
Manchester,  Wabash  County,  Indiana,  July  28, 
1875.  They  had  two  daughters,  born  near  Ha- 
vensville,  Kansas: 

LAURA  CATHERINE  HALLOCK,  born, 
February  11,  1903,  is  a  teacher  in  Winnette, 
Montana. 

ELMA  NANCY  HALLOCK  was  born,  August 
3,  1905,  and  married,  November  7,  1925,  to 
Harvey  Ailie  AI onical ,  born  in  Tina,  Missouri, 
October  3,  1902.  Mr.  JYIonical  is  employed 

by  the  Roxana  Oil  Refinery  of  Arkansas  City, 
Kansas. 

George  Washington  Hallock 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  HALLOCK,  son  of  Rhoda 
(Beach)  and  Stephen  Hallock,  was  born,  December  5, 
1820,  and  died,  May  20,  1872,  at  Fairbury,  Illinois.  He 
married  Sarah  Catherine  Skeins ,  December  13,  1846. 
She  was  born,  January  7,  1831,  and  died  at  Arkansas 
City,  Kansas.  Children: 

STEPHEN  HALLOCK  IV  was  born  in  1849,  and 
was  married  to  Julia  Ann  Burgess,  May  10,  1871. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Burgess,  born  in 
Kentucky,  December  21,  1830,  and  died,  May  31, 
1880,  in  Indian  Grove  Township,  Livingston  Coun¬ 
ty,  Illinois,  and  of  his  wife  Jane  (Cooper)  Burgess, 
v  ho  vas  born,  January  18,  1831,  and  died,  De¬ 
cember  5,  1871.  Children: 

ILL  I  AM  HENRY  HALLOCK  was  born, 
July  17,  1876.  On  May  17,  1903,  he  mar- 
ned  Louise  Ann  Demler.  She  was  born,  Jan- 
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uary  6,  1879.  Her  father,  William  K.  Dern¬ 
ier,  was  born,  November  15,  1847,  at  Baden, 
Germany.  In  October,  1864,  he  immigrated 
to  America,  taking  thirty-four  days  to  cross 
the  ocean  in  a  sailboat.  He  came  to  Fairbury, 
Illinois,  in  November,  1873,  and  that  same 
year  he  married  Anna  Keller ,  who  was  born 
in  Zurich,  Switzerland,  December  17,  1846, 
and  came  to  America  in  1873. 

Henry  Hallock  is  a  carpenter  in  Fairbury. 
Children : 

LORENE  WILMA  HALLOCK,  born, 
October  9,  1905;  married  Clarence  Mun¬ 
son ,  of  Pontiac,  Illinois,  October  30, 
1926.  Child: 

MARJORIE  JEAN  MUNSON,  born, 
August  2,  1930. 

LILLIAN  VERA  HALLOCK,  born, 
March  23,  1911;  married  John  Johansen, 
of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  February  26, 
1929.  Child: 

DONALD  KEITH  JOHANSEN, 
born,  May  22,  1931. 

WILLIAM  RUSSELL  HALLOCK,  born, 
August  13,  1914. 

ELMER  GEORGE  HALLOCK,  born, 
September  20,  1919. 

INA  HALLOCK  married  Chris  Reiser,  and 
lives  in  Peoria.  They  have  four  children: 

LILLY  HALLOCK  married  Will  Bowers,  and 
lives  in  Moline,  Illinois.  They  have  three 
children. 

INDIA  HALLOCK  married  George  Hass. 
They  live  in  Crescent  City,  Illinois,  and  have 
five  children. 
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HESTER  HALLOCK  married  Joe  Lough.  She 
died  in  1919. 

NANCE  I.  HALLOCK  was  born  in  1855.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Isadore  Cox ,  and  they  lived  at  Arkansas  City, 
Kansas. 

RHODA  HALLOCK  was  born,  March  28,  1858; 

married - Meyers.  She  died,  January  22,  1889. 

GEORGE  WILLIAM  HALLOCK  was  born,  June 
22,  1860,  at  Lairbury,  Illinois,  where  he  still  lives. 
He  is  unmarried,  and  is  a  carpenter  by  trade. 

IDA  LOUISE  HALLOCK  was  born,  January  10, 
1865.  On  October  6,  1885,  she  married  Johnson 
Allen  Cottingham ,  son  of  John  Lisher  and  Mary 
Jane  (Kinsey)  Cottingham,  who  died,  September 
13,  1892.  She  married  the  second  time,  Novem¬ 
ber  17,  1904,  C.  C.  Bivens.  He  died,  November 
19,  1915. 

One  child  by  first  marriage  : 

NELSON  CLARK  COTTINGHAM  was  born, 
August  26,  1888.  He  married  Mabel  Stout, 
April  5,  1916.  They  have  two  children: 
ENID  COTTINGHAM,  born,  January 
29,  1917. 

ANITA  COTTINGHAM,  born,  April  26, 
1922. 
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Dr.  Lorenzo  Beach 

By  Dr.  William  Morrow  Beach. 

DR.  LORENZO  BEACH,  eighth  child  of  Obil  and  Eliza- 
beth  (Kilbourne)  Beach,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Vermont, 
November  7,  1798.  He  came  to  Ohio,  in  1813,  and  settled  in 
Worthington,  with  his  older  brother,  Uri,  having  no  worldly 
effects  other  than  a  small  bundle  which  he  carried  in  his  hand. 

His  early  education  was  only  such  as  could  be  obtained  by  a 
farmer  boy  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  where  time  was  al¬ 
most  taken  up  in  a  struggle  with  the  sterile  soil  for  subsistence. 
He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Carter,  of  Urbana.  (He  com¬ 
menced  the  study  of  medicine  at  Worthington,  Ohio,  and  after¬ 
wards  went  to  Urbana,  Ohio).  At  the  completion  of  the  course, 
he  was  given  a  “Certificate  of  the  Fact.”  This  was  perhaps  the 
first  Medical  class  graduating  in  Ohio.  Dr.  Beach  commenced 
practice  at  Amity,  Ohio,  about  1820,  being,  it  is  believed,  the 
first  practicing  physician  ever  located  in  that  place. 

During  the  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever,  in  the  region  of  Darby 
County,  Dr.  Lorenzo  Beach  and  Dr.  James  Comstock  were  the 
attending  physicians.  He  was  an  exceedingly  popular  and  suc¬ 
cessful  physician.  The  amount  of  professional  business  trans¬ 
acted  in  those  days  was  limited  by  their  capacity  to  labor,  and 
they  traveled  on  horseback,  over  a  territory  extending  often 
fifteen  to  twenty  miles  in  all  directions.  The  responsibilities 
attached  to  the  life  of  a  physician  became  to  him  exceedingly 
irksome,  and,  about  1833,  he  became  the  leading  merchant  in 
the  north  part  of  the  county,  and  he  began  to  place  his  capital 
in  real  estate. 

For  several  years  he  was  the  largest  landholder,  and  the 
heaviest  trader  in  livestock,  and  the  heaviest  capitalist  that  Dar¬ 
by  Township  ever  had. 

In  1853,  when  lands  in  the  north  part  of  the  county  were  sell¬ 
ing  from  $30  to  $40  per  acre,  he  began  to  sell  out,  and,  going 
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by  wagon  to  Illinois,  he  invested  in  “land  warrants”  that  were 
then  abundant  in  the  market  at  30  cents  an  acre,  and  located 
several  thousand  acres  of  land  in  McLean,  Ford,  Kankakee  and 
Livingston  Counties. 

He  married  Miss  Edith  Bull,  daughter  of  Thomas  Bull,  Jr., 
a  Revolutionary  soldier  from  Vermont,  and  his  wife,  Sylvia 
Benedict,  of  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  near  Worthington,  about 
the  time  he  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine.  She  died,  Sep¬ 
tember  13,  1869,  and,  in  November,  1871,  he  married  Mrs . 
Sarah  Roop. 

In  person  he  was  of  medium  height,  and,  up  to  the  middle  of 
life,  was  slight  and  spare.  He  was  quick  and  active  in  his  move¬ 
ments,  and  of  a  remarkably  cheerful  disposition.  His  energy 
in  the  prosecution  of  business  was  untiring,  and  he  had  a  stock 
of  physical  and  mental  health  that  never  failed  him  up  to  within 
two  years  of  his  death.  He  was  a  thoroughly  honest  man,  who 
went  through  life  doing  earnestly  whatever  his  hands  found  to 
do.  He  died  in  Fairbury,  Livingston  County,  Illinois,  August 
9,  1878,  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age.  His  death  was  caused  by 
structural  disease  of  the  heart. 

Children : 

Hester  Ann  Beach  was  born,  November  11,  1824. 

Thomas  A.  Beach  was  born,  December  4,  1828. 

Chloe  Beach  was  born,  September  11,  1831. 

Hester  Ann  Beach  Dominy 

(Author  Unknown). 

HESTER  ANN  BEACH  DOMINY,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Lorenzo  and  Edith  (Bull)  Beach,  was  born,  November 
11,  1824.  She  was  a  girl  of  fascinating  manners,  and 
possessed  personal  beauty  to  an  unusual  degree.  When 
a  young  lady,  she  was  greatly  worried  by  the  unwelcome 
number  and  persistency  of  her  admirers;  but,  from 
among  them  all,  she  favored  a  farmer’s  son,  and  him¬ 
self  a  farmer,  a  young  man  she  had  known  all  her  life, 
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Ezra  Dominy,  son  of  Jeremiah  Dominy,  of  Darby 
Township,  Ohio.  He  was  one  of  a  large  family  of  chil¬ 
dren,  and  was  born,  September  7,  1819.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  December  22,  1842.  She  died  at  their  home  in  Ca¬ 
naan  Township,  July  12,  1845,  and  he  died  eight  days 
before,  on  July  4,  1845.  They  died  of  typhoid  fever  in 
the  first  known  epidemic  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
Both  were  buried  in  the  same  grave. 

I  was  present  at  her  death-bed,  and  remember  an  inci¬ 
dent,  not  so  very  unusual,  but  probably  worthy  of  rela¬ 
tion  as  representing  one  peculiar  psychological  condition 
of  the  mind  under  such  circumstances.  Her  father  sat  on 
the  bed  beside  her  with  a  look  of  painful  anxiety  pictured 
in  his  face.  While  those  around  him  were  weeping  pit¬ 
eously,  she  died,  as  all  supposed.  The  friends,  after 
the  first  outburst  of  grief,  dried  their  eyes,  and  sat  down, 
or  wandered  out  into  other  rooms.  For  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes,  the  father  sat  hovering  over  the  breathless 
body  of  the  child,  stroking  the  clay-cold  but  beautiful, 
angelically  beautiful,  face,  or  smoothing  away  the  golden 
hair  from  her  forehead,  whilst  his  whole  body  trembled 
with  suppressed  grief.  At  length,  the  friends  approach¬ 
ed  him  to  lead  him  away  to  another  room.  He  hesi¬ 
tated,  and  lingered  still,  and,  stooping  to  kiss  the  cold 
forehead,  he  broke  down  and  wept  above  her  face.  The 
eyes  that  had  apparently  closed  forever,  opened,  and 
the  lungs  were  again  filled  by  a  deep  inspiration,  and 
the  ruby  color  came  back  to  the  lips,  the  spiritual  smile 
to  the  face,  as  she  spoke  in  a  clear  and  audible  voice, 
“Oh!  why  did  you  call  me  back?  The  balmy  air!  The 
sweet,  sweet  music  of  the  angelic  choir !  The  heavenly 
symphonies!  The  sweet  odors  of  the  Garden  of  God! 
And  the  golden  light  diffused  His  presence !  Please  let 
me  rest!” 

Her  eyes  settled  into  that  steady  far-off  look  not  so 
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uncommon,  as  one  of  the  indications  of  the  closing  of 
the  last  scene,  as  if  looking  into  the  beyond,  and  so  she 
died,  without  a  sigh,  without  a  moan. 

Their  only  child: 

LORENZO  BEACH  DOMINY  was  born,  March 
9,  1844,  and  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  six¬ 
teen  months.  His  grandparents,  Dr.  Lorenzo  and 
Edith  Bull  Beach,  took  charge  of  him  and  raised 
him  to  manhood.  He  came  with  his  grandparents 
to  Illinois  in  1855,  and  settled  in  Indian  Grove 
Township,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Phoebe  A.  Curl, 
who  was  born  in  Green  County,  Pennsylvania, 
daughter  of  James  and  Lavina  (Smith)  Curl,  at 
Peoria,  Illinois,  on  December  27,  1864.  He  fol¬ 
lowed  the  occupation  of  farmer  until  he  was  26 
years  old,  and  then  began  his  business  career  in 
company  with  his  uncle,  T.  A.  Beach,  as  a  hardware 
merchant.  Later,  they  helped  found  the  banking 
house  of  Bartlett,  Beach  &  Dominy,  one  of  the 
most  influential  banks  of  Central  Illinois. 

Lorenzo  Dominy  was  the  first  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Lairbury,  serving  several  terms  in  that  office 
and  as  member  of  the  city  council.  He  was  also 
supervisor  for  several  years.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  school  treasurer,  and  treasurer  of  the 
Lair  Association,  positions  which  he  had  held  for 
years.  He  died,  July  27,  1902. 

His  wife,  Phoebe  A.  Dominy,  was  born  at  Car¬ 
michaels,  Pennsylvania,  March  22,  1844,  and  died 
at  her  home  in  Lairbury,  October  30,  1932,  after  a 
short  illness,  at  the  age  of  88  years.  She  came  to 
Lairbury  in  the  spring  of  1863,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  stirring  period  of  the  Civil  War,  and 
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among  the  last  of  the  surviving  pioneers  of  those 
vital  days. 

While  quiet  and  unassuming  in  her  daily  life, 
Mrs.  Dominy  was  a  dominant  influence  for  the  up¬ 
lift  of  the  community.  After  the  death  of  her  hus¬ 
band,  she,  with  her  daughters,  built  and  presented 
to  the  city  of  Fairbury,  fully  equipped,  the  Dominy 
Memorial  Library,  in  1904,  and  she  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Directors  till  her  death. 

When  the  necessity  for  a  local  hospital  became 
apparent,  she  was  one  of  its  earliest  and  most  lib¬ 
eral  supporters,  and  afterwards  was  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Fairbury  Hospital. 
She  was  long  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
and  a  liberal  supporter  of  its  benevolences,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Methodist  Hospital  in  Peoria,  and  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Wesleyan  University.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Societies  of  her 
church,  a  life  member  of  the  Foreign,  and  seldom 
missed  attending  their  regular  meetings.  She  was 
a  charter  member  of  the  local  Chautauqua  Literary 
Circle,  organized  in  1895,  and  of  the  Woman’s 
Club. 

Her  sympathies  were  always  quick  to  respond  to 
the  calls  of  her  friends  and  of  humanity.  The 
Dominy  home  has  long  been  one  of  Fairbury’s  most 
hospitable,  with  this  gracious,  kindly  woman,  gen¬ 
uine  in  her  friendships,  at  its  head. 

They  had  five  children : 

JENNIE  CURL  DOMINY  McDOWELL, 
twin,  born,  July  9,  1866.  She  is  the  wife  of 
Grant  Yates  McDowell,  son  of  James  and 
Frances  (Wilson)  McDowell.  He  was  born, 
July  2,  1863.  They  were  married,  June  8, 
1890,  and  now  reside  at  Fairbury,  Illinois. 

285 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  POSTERITY  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


JAMES  LORENZO  McDOWELL, 

“Ren,”  born,  April  24,  1891. 

MARION  McDOWELL,  born,  July  27, 
1905. 

JESSIE  BEACH  DOMINY  POWELL,  twin, 
born,  July  9,  1866.  On  April  19,  1893,  she 
married  Herbert  Powell ,  son  of  Elisha  B.  and 
Martha  Powell.  He  was  born,  January  17, 
1863.  They  are  now  living  in  Fairbury,  Illi¬ 
nois,  where  he  was  a  banker. 

ELIZABETH  HESTER  DOMINY  BANE 
was  born,  April  5,  1  868.  She  was  married 
to  William  R.  Bane  on  April  17,  1889.  He 
was  the  son  of  William  R.  and  Phoebe  (John¬ 
son)  Bane,  and  was  born,  March  2,  1863.  He 
was  a  genial  and  extremely  handsome  man, 
who  was  a  banker  in  Fairbury,  Illinois,  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  They  had  one  child: 

HAZEL  DOMINY  BANE  GOUDY  was 
born,  December  28,  1890,  and  married 
Carl  F.  Goudy,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
F.  Goudy,  of  Fairbury.  They  reside  in 
Flushing,  Long  Island,  and  have  two 
children : 

ELIZABETH  ANN  GOUDY,  born, 
June  6,  1917.  She  is  a  student  at 
Illinois  Wesleyan  University,  where 
she  is  a  Sigma  Kappa. 

BARBARA  ANN  GOUDY,  born, 
November  1,  1924. 

CHARLES  L.  DOMINY,  born,  January  16, 
1876;  died,  August  11,  1876. 

HAZEL  DOMINY,  born,  May  5,  1884;  died, 
July  18,  1901. 
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Thomas  A.  Beach 

THOMAS  A.  BEACH,  second  child  of  Dr.  Lorenzo  Beach, 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  vicinity  of  Fairbury,  Illinois, 
who  passed  away,  August  7,  1911,  had  been  one  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  men  in  Fairbury,  and  Livingston  County,  for  over  half  a 
century.  Coming  here  in  1854,  when  the  land  upon  which  Fair¬ 
bury  stands  was  prairie,  he  began  life  as  a  farmer.  The  first 
land  he  owned  was  240  acres,  and,  as  his  wealth  grew,  he  in¬ 
vested  it  in  other  Illinois  farms.  At  his  death,  he  was  the 
owner  of  some  3,000  acres  of  the  finest  land  in  this  section  of 
the  state,  and  a  large  amount  in  other  sections  of  the  country. 
(His  heirs  still  hold  this  property,  including  the  original  acres). 

Thomas  A.  Beach  was  born  in  Amity,  Madison  County, 
Ohio,  on  December  4,  1828.  He  grew  to  manhood  there  and 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  in  the  old  aca¬ 
demic  institution  at  Westerville,  Ohio.  He  came  to  Illinois  in 
1854,  first  to  Pontiac,  and  thence  overland  to  this  locality.  His 
first  Illinois  home  was  a  small  two-room  house  he  moved  onto 
his  farm.  Mr.  Beach  used  to  tell  how  the  snow  used  to  blow 
through  the  cracks  of  this  house  in  the  winter  time  and  pile  up 
on  the  floor.  He  purchased  three  yoke  of  oxen  and  broke  .up 
his  land;  his  first  crop  was  spring  wheat  which  yielded  35  to 
40  bushels  to  the  acre.  His  first  tax  receipt  on  this  land  was 
dated  1836  and  was  for  $17.21,  and  his  personal  property  tax 
was  $3.21.  The  taxes  on  his  property  now  (1910)  were  over 
$3,000.00  a  year. 

In  1862,  Thomas  and  Amelia  Beach  left  the  farm  and  came 
to  Fairbury,  where  he  embarked  in  the  general  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness.  Five  years  later  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business.  In 
1875,  the  banking  institution  of  Bartlett,  Beach  &  Dominy  was 
founded,  now  the  Fairbury  Bank,  Mr.  Beach  being  one  of  the 
firm.  He  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the  banking  business  for 
many  years  and  was  recognized  as  a  conservative  banker  and  a 
safe  business  man.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  the  bank 
was  operated  by  Beach  &  Dominy  until  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
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Beach,  and  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  no  one  who  did  business 
with  this  institution  ever  lost  money. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Beach  was  a  Republican.  He  always  took 
an  active  interest  in  the  business  affairs  of  the  city.  He  was 
neither  a  politician  nor  an  office  seeker,  but  he  served  as  mem¬ 
ber  and  president  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  fifteen  years. 
He  also  served  as  chairman  of  the  Town  Board  of  Fairbury, 
and  was  for  several  terms  president  of  the  Fairbury  Fair  Asso¬ 
ciation.  He  had  been  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Fairbury  for  many  years,  and  contributed  liberally 
to  that  institution.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and 
Chapter  of  the  Masons. 

'  tie  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment  in  business  matters.  He 
was  never  known  to  speak  evil  of  his  fellow  man,  and  was  a 
genial,  hospitable  man  himself,  and  was  known  to  everyone  as 
“Uncle  Tommy.”  He  was  a  man  who  was  always  kind  and  lib¬ 
eral  with  his  tenants  and  those  with  whom  he  came  in  close 
contact. 

His  wife,  Amelia  Bartlett  Beach ,  daughter  of  Latham  Sam¬ 
uel  Bartlett  and  Nancy  (Comstock)  Bartlett,  who  passed  away, 
June  13,  1910,  was  born  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  July  9, 
1828.  They  were  married  in  1852,  and  two  years  later  they 
came  to  Indian  Grove  Eownship,  Illinois.  In  1862  they  moved 
into  Fairbury,  where  her  home  was  noted  for  its  hospitality. 

She  was  a  woman  of  gracious  bearing,  home  loving  and  kind 
hearted.  Her  home  was  her  kingdom,  and  it  was  her  special 
joy  to  greet  her  friends  therein  and  contribute  to  their  comfort. 
Her  devotion  to  her  family  was  manifest  at  all  times  and  her 
greatest  pleasure  was  in  their  happiness.  She  was  a  faithful 

church  member,  her  especial  interest  being  in  the  missionary 
work. 

She  and  her  husband  were  married  fifty-eight  years.  Seldom 
is  given  to  two  people  so  long  a  life  of  contentment.  Their  de- 
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votion  to  one  another  in  their  declining  years  was  a  joy  to  all 
who  witnessed  it. 

Children : 

SARAH  ANN  BEACH  was  born,  January  29,  1853,  and 
died  of  quick  consumption  at  New  Haven,  Ohio,  August 
1867,  aged  14.  She  had  been  taken  East  for  medical 
treatment  and  change  of  climate. 

CHLOE  BARTLETT  BEACH  was  born,  March  28, 
1854,  and  died  of  consumption,  September  19,  1875, 
aged  21.  She  was  attending  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  Female 
College. 

LATHAM  BEACH,  their  only  son,  died  in  infancy. 

ELLA  BEACH  LEWIS,  their  only  surviving  child,  is  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Beach  Family  Association  for  the 
state  of  Illinois.  She  was  born  in  Fairbury,  Illinois, 
February  8,  1862.  After  receiving  her  elementary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  schools  of  Fairbury,  she  attended  the  Jack¬ 
sonville,  Illinois,  Academy,  and  later  the  Cincinnati  Col¬ 
lege  of  Music.  She  is  an  accomplished  musician  and 
artist. 

On  May  16,  1883,  Miss  Beach  was  married  to  Doctor 
George  Canby  Lewis,  who  was  one  of  the  outstanding 
physicians  of  Fairbury.  Doctor  Lewis,  the  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Lewis,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Nancy  Crawford,  of 
Virginia,  was  born,  June  6,  1855,  in  Berlin,  Holmes 
County,  Ohio.  He  received  his  A.  B.  and  M.  A.  de¬ 
grees  from  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  College  at  Delaware, 
Ohio.  He  read  medicine  with  Doctors  Russell  and  Wil¬ 
son,  of  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  attending  the  Columbus 
Medical  College  and  the  Bellevue  Hospital  College  of 
New  York,  then  the  foremost  medical  school  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  He  graduated  from  there,  March  14,  1883,  and 
two  days  later  he  married  Ella  Beach. 

Doctor  Lewis  was  a  scholarly  gentleman,  a  close  stu¬ 
dent  of  his  profession,  possessing  a  fine  library.  He  was 
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a  life  member  of  the  International  Travel  Club,  and  of 
the  International  Geographic  Society,  and  he  and  Mrs. 
Lewis  were  widely  traveled.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Livingston  County  Medical  Society,  which  he 
served  as  President,  and  of  the  Tri-State  and  American 
Medical  Societies.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  local  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 

was  a  member  of  the  building  committee  of  the  present 
structure. 

Doctor  and  Mrs.  Lewis  were  deeply  interested  in  local 
affairs,  and  donated  the  ground  for  the  present  I  own- 
ship  High  School  and  Athletic  Field.  They  gave  a  gen¬ 
erous  contribution  to  the  Illinois  Wesleyan  University 
at  Bloomington,  establishing  the  George  and  Ella  Beach 
Lewis  Foundation  for  Pre-Medical  Students.  They  also 
supported  a  medical  missionary  in  China,  and  one  in 

Africa.  Mrs.  Lewis  is  now  supporting  a  missionary  in 
India. 

Doctor  Lewis  passed  away,  February  11,  1932,  after 
prolonged  illness. 

Mrs.  Lewis  is  a  life  member  of  the  Letitia  Green 
Ste^  enson  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution,  the  Beach  Family  Association,  and  of  the  Order 
of  the  First  Crusade.  She  is  one  of  the  active  club 
women  of  her  city.  She  is  also  interested  in  many  pri- 
vote  philanthropies.  Her  sympathy  for  the  afflictions 
of  others,  and  her  deep,  sincere,  saintly  character  have 
made  her  beloved  by  everyone  who  knows  her. 

She  inherited,  in  full,  her  father’s  love  and  loyalty 
for  the  Beach  Family. 

Hei  home  is  the  lovely,  spacious  old  brick  house  her 
fathei  built,  which  continues  in  its  reputation  for  hospi¬ 
tality.  Its  gardens,  the  hobby  of  Mrs.  Lewis,  are  one 
of  the  show  places  of  the  community.  Children: 
THOMAS  BEACH  LEWIS,  son  of  Ella  Beach 
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Lewis,  was  born,  November  12,  1884,  in  Fairbury, 
Illinois,  and  died  there,  March  16,  1916.  He  was 
a  graduate  of  Fairbury  High  School,  attended 
Northwestern  University  two  years,  where  he  was 
a  member  of  Delta  Tau  Delta,  and  then  went  to 
the  University  of  Illinois  Law  School,  graduating 
with  the  class  of  1907.  He  joined  the  Law  firm 
of  King  and  Boggess,  of  Peoria,  and,  January  12, 
1910,  married  Miss  Jeanette  Schmoldt,  of  Beards- 
town,  Illinois.  Tommy  was  handsome  and  gay, 
with  a  gift  for  friendship.  His  death,  after  a  long 
illness,  at  the  age  of  thirty,  was  a  great  blow  to 
his  family. 

MAMIE  BEACH  LEWIS  FICKLIN,  the  second 
child  of  Ella  Beach  Lewis,  was  born,  December  9, 
1886.  She  was  baptized  Amelia  Beach  Lewis,  but, 
as  the  dear  little  lady  was  unable  to  pronounce  it, 
she  changed  it  to  “Mamie,”  and  today  it  is  her 

legal  name. 

Mamie  graduated  from  the  Fairbury  High 
School,  and  attended  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  Univer¬ 
sity  and  the  University  of  Illinois,  where  she  was  a 
member  of  Alpha  Chi  Omega  Sorority,  and  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Washington  College,  D.  C.  She  is  a 
very  talented  violinist.  She  is  a  life  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the 
Beach  Family  Association,  and  belongs  to  the  Urn- 
versity  Women’s  Club. 

October  4,  1911,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Walter  Colquitt  Ficklin,  son  of  Judge  Alfred  Col¬ 
quitt  Ficklin  and  Emma  Weiss,  of  Charleston,  Illi¬ 
nois.  He  received  his  education  at  the  University 
of  Illinois.  Being  particularly  interested  in  horti¬ 
culture,  he  went  to  California,  where  he  has  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  in  the  Sail 
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Joaquin  Valley,  and  is  a  director  of  the  Sun  Maid 
Raisin  Corporation.  Their  beautiful  ranch  home 
near  Madera,  California,  is  one  of  exceptional 
charm  and  culture,  and  carries  in  full  the  Beach 
tradition  of  hospitality.  Children: 

ELIZABETH  LEWIS  FICKLIN  died,  July 
30,  1912,  aged  three  days. 

WALTER  COLQUITT  FICKLIN,  JUNIOR, 
born,  March  28,  1914,  is  manager  of  the 
home  ranch. 

ROBERT  LEWIS  FICKLIN,  born,  July  28, 
1915;  secretary  and  chauffeur  for  his  grand¬ 
mother,  Mrs.  Lewis. 

VIRGINIA  BEACH  FICKLIN,  born,  April 
20,  191/,  is  attending  the  Illinois  Wesleyan 
University,  and  is  a  member  of  Sigma  Kappa 
Sorority. 

DA\  ID  BEACH  FICKLIN  was  born,  May  31, 
1918. 

The  thud  child  of  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Ella  Lewis  died 
at  birth. 

ALMA  ELOISE  (LEWIS)  JAMES,  the  youngest 
child  of  Ella  Beach  Lewis,  was  born,  November 
12,  1899.  She  graduated  from  Fairbury  High 
School,  and  received  her  A.  B.  degree  from  North¬ 
western  University,  where  she  was  a  member  or 
Delta  Zeta  Sorority. 

June  18,  1924,  she  married  Percy  Chatham 
James ,  Junior ,  of  Fairbury.  He  is  the  son  of  Percy 
Chatham  James,  of  distinguished  ancestry,  wTho  was 
born  at  Rocky  Mount,  Virginia,  and  his  wife,  Olive 
May  Filley,  of  Fairbury,  Illinois,  who  is  descended 
from  the  Fill  eys  an  d  Marvins  of  Old  Windsor, 
Connecticut.  Percy,  Junior,  was  likewise  a  graduate 
of  Fairbury  High  School,  going  for  a  year  to  the 
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Army  and  Navy  Preparatory  College,  and  then  to 
West  Point  for  a  time.  Deciding  that  he  preferred 
Law  to  the  Army,  he  left  there  and  graduated 
from  the  Illinois  Wesleyan  College  of  Law.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  Fraternity.  - 

They  lived  first  in  Bloomington,  Illinois;  later 
removing  to  Fairbury,  on  account  of  the  illness  of 
Doctor  Lewis. 

Alma  James,  the  editor  of  this  book,  and  com¬ 
piler  of  “The  Ancestry  of  Ella  Beach  Lewis,”  is 
the  Directress  for  the  State  of  Illinois  of  the  Order 
of  the  First  Crusade;  a  life  member  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution,  having  served 
two  terms  on  the  Committee  of  Genealogy;  and  a 
life  member  of  the  Beach  Family  Association.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  New  England  Historic  Genea¬ 
logical  Society,  the  Virginia  State  Historical  Soci¬ 
ety,  and  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Society,  and 
also  belongs  to  several  local  societies. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  are  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church. 

Children : 

ELLA  LA  VANDA  JAMES,  born,  November 
8,  1925. 

OLIVE  MAE  JAMES,  born,  September  7, 
1927. 

SARA  BEACH  JAMES,  born,  September  17, 
1933,  and  died,  December  20,  1934,  aged  fif¬ 
teen  months. 

Chloe  Beach  Bartlett 

CHLOE  BEACH  BARTLETT,  daughter  of  Doctor  Lo¬ 
renzo  Beach,  was  born  in  Canaan  Township,  Madison  County, 
Ohio,  September  11,  1831,  and  died,  June  20,  1895. 

Her  first  husband  was  Doctor  Cicero  Comstock  Bartlett,  son 
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of  Latham  and  Nancy  (Comstock)  Bartlett,  whom  she  married 
April  18,  1851.  He  was  born,  December  6,  1826,  and  died, 
March  6,  1883. 

She  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Fairbury  Chapter  of  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  always  took  a  deep  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  that  institution. 

Her  second  husband  was  John  Worthington,  of  Plain  City, 
Ohio,  the  son  of  Elias  and  Althea  How  Worthington.  He  was 
born,  June  25,  1825;  married,  January  1,  1888;  and  died, 
March  22,  1908. 

Children  of  Chloe  Beach  and  Dr.  Bartlett: 

EDITH  BARTLETT  LEWIS,  daughter  of  Chloe  Beach 
and  Dr.  Cicero  Bartlett,  was  born,  September  23,  1854. 
On  June  1,  1876,  she  married  James  Elmore  Lewis.  He 
was  the  son  of  William  and  Nancy  (Crawford)  Lewis, 
of  Berlin,  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  born,  June  1,  1847, 
and  died,  May  19,  1914.  She  died,  May  19,  1931. 
Children : 

HELEN  BARTLETT  LEWIS  SMITH  was  born, 
November  22,  1877,  and  married  Clarence  Hem- 
perly  Smith,  of  Chatsworth,  Illinois,  November  15, 
1899.  They  live  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 

Child : 

EDITH  LEWIS  SMITH,  born,  December  24, 
1911,  and  died,  August  24,  1917. 

HARR1  CRAWFORD  LEWIS  was  born,  Septem¬ 
ber  21,  1883,  and  died,  iMay  28,  1891,  being  killed 
by  a  runaway  horse. 

ALBERT  COMSTOCK  BARTLETT,  son  of  Chloe 
Beach  Bartlett,  was  born,  January  14,  1859;  and  died, 
October  11,  1905.  He  married  Emma  McDowell, 
daughter  of  Oliver  P.  and  Emily  (Meyer)  McDowell, 
on  December  19,  1878.  Children: 

CICERO  M.  BARTLETT  was  born,  June  17,  1881; 
and  died,  December  17,  1918.  He  married  Kath- 
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ryn  Shehan,  of  Bloomington,  Illinois,  September  7, 
1906.  They  had  three  children: 

ALBERT  CICERO  BARTLETT,  born,  July 
17,  1907,  married  Mildred  Springer  on  Decem¬ 
ber  28,  1933.  UA.  C.”  is  the  Manager  of  the 
Household  Finance  Corporation  at  Cireco, 
Illinois.  They  have  one  child: 

KATHRYN  JEAN  BARTLETT,  born, 
February  12,  1936. 

ROBERT  BARTLETT,  born,  September,  1914. 

EMMA  LOUISE  BARTLETT,  born,  January 
15,  1916. 

LOUISE  BARTLETT  VEATCH  was  born,  May 
21,  1895,  and  married  Charles  William  Veatch,  son 
of  Sherman  and  Grace  (Clift)  Veatch,  on  Novem¬ 
ber  8,  1916.  They  have  two  children: 

CHARLES  WILLIAM  VEATCH,  JR.,  born, 
October  23,  1926. 

BERNICE  VEATCH,  born,  July  5,  1929. 

EMMA  D.  BARTLETT  TAYLOR,  daughter  of  Chloe 
Beach  Bartlett,  was  born,  March  10,  1861,  and,  on 
June  17,  1885,  she  married  Hiett  B.  Taylor ,  the  nephew 
of  her  sister  Edith’s  husband. 

Hiett  B.  Taylor,  son  of  Reverend  W.  H.  and  Rachel 
(Lewis)  Taylor,  was  born  at  Mount  Victory,  Ohio, 
May  18,  1856.  When  a  boy,  he  moved  with  his  parents, 
to  Bryan,  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  young  manhood,  and 
where,  for  several  years,  he  was  engaged  with  his  broth¬ 
er  in  conducting  a  drug  store. 

After  his  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  D.  Bartlett,  they 
resided  at  Bryan  until  1890,  when  they  came  to  Fair- 
bury  to  make  their  home  and  have  since  resided  here. 

For  a  number  of  years,  he  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Fairbury  Fair  Association  as  its  President,  and  also 
served  on  the  Board  of  Directors.  For  six  years  he  was 
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a  Vice  President  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture. 
Four  years  he  served  Fairbury  as  its  Mayor,  and  for 
several  terms  was  a  member  of  the  City  School  Board. 
He  was  also  one  of  a  committee  that  looked  after  the 
interests  of  the  city  parks,  being  especially  interested 
in  the  getting  into  shape  and  looking  after  the  Sunken 
Park.  He  was  a  member  of  the  three  Masonic  Bodies 
of  this  city,  and  the  Mohammed  Shrine  of  Peoria. 
Child: 

RUTH  BARTLETT  TAYLOR  was  born,  April  10. 
1892.  She  attended  St.  Mary’s  Episcopal  School 
at  Knoxville,  Illinois,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  Past  President  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  Historian  of  the  Livingston 
County  Legion  Auxiliary,  Past  Worthy  Matron, 
Order  of  Eastern  Star,  Treasurer  of  the  Woman’s 
Club,  Chairman  of  Public  Health  and  Child  Wel¬ 
fare,  Daughter  of  American  Revolution,  Member 
Past  Worthy  Matrons,  Twentieth  Century  and 
Lozang  Clubs. 

She  is  a  Housekeeper  and  Companion  for  her 
mother. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  BARTLETT,  son  of  Chloe  Beach 
Bartlett,  was  born,  December  31,  1863,  and,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1887,  he  married  Rose  H  ar  mount ,  daughter  of 
John  and  Angela  Harmount,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  born, 
February  17,  1870,  and  died,  April  10,  1923.  “Harry” 
lives  in  Fairbury,  Illinois,  and  is  very  active  in  the 
Masons.  Children: 

EDITH  CHLOE  BARTLETT,  born,  March  8, 
1894,  graduated  at  Fairbury  High  School  and  at¬ 
tended  school  at  Ferry  Hall,  Lake  Forest,  Illinois. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  Re- 
bekahs,  Lozang  and  Philomethian  Clubs;  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Department  of  Art  and  Liter- 
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ature,  of  the  Woman’s  Club;  twice  Past  President 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  and  four  years 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Livingston  County  Le¬ 
gion  Auxiliary. 

She  is  housekeeper  for  her  father. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  BARTLETT,  JR.,  was  born, 
January  28,  1899.  He  graduated  from  the  Fair- 
bury  High  School,  and  from  the  University  of  Illi¬ 
nois.  He  is  a  farmer  near  Fairbury,  Illinois.  On 
March  24,  1922,  he  married  Jessie  Harper. 
Children : 

WILLIAM  HENRY  BARTLETT  III,  born, 
August  27,  1923. 

HELEN  GERTRUDE  BARTLETT  was  born,  Oc¬ 
tober  15,  1904.  She  attended  the  Fairbury  Schools 
and  was  a  Post  Graduate  of  the  Fairbury  Town¬ 
ship  High  School.  Later  she  spent  four  years  at 
the  Western  College  for  Women  at  Oxford,  Ohio; 
two  years  at  Madison,  Wisconsin;  and  a  short 
course  at  Harvard  Medical  School,  Boston.  She 
taught  Physical  Education  at  the  State  College  of 
Agriculture  at  Athens,  Georgia,  and  is  now  teach¬ 
ing  Psychotherapeutics  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 
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Roswell  Beach 

By  Dr.  William  Morrow  Beach. 

ROSWELL  BEACH,  ninth  child  of  Obil  and  Elizabeth 
(Kilbourne)  Beach,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Vermont,  August 
3,  1801.  He  married,  October  14,  1821,  Polly  Wheeler ,  of 
Madison  County,  Ohio.  He  lived  for  several  years  in  Jerome 
Township,  Union  County,  Ohio. 

He,  with  his  two  younger  brothers,  Obil  and  Oren,  selected 
and  purchased  a  site  on  Big  Darby,  below  Amity.  Here  they 
built  a  dam  and  erected  a  building  for  a  factory,  purchasing  the 
machinery  from  an  older  one  of  their  brothers,  also  a  new  set 
of  cards  and  other  machinery  for  extensive  operations  in  a  new 
community  like  this.  In  connection  with  this  factory,  Mr.  Ful¬ 
ton,  a  son-in-law  of  Roswell  Beach,  put  in  operation  a  pair  of 
buhrs  for  grinding  corn.  It  was  expected  by  the  proprietors 
of  this  enterprise  that  large  profits  would  be  realized  as  a  recom¬ 
pense  for  their  outlay  and  labor. 

He  ran  it  with  moderate  success  for  several  years,  but,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  excited  state  of  public  feeling  about  a  great  amount 
of  malarial  diseases  in  the  village,  which,  it  was  supposed,  was 
largely  increased  by  the  stagnant  water  in  the  mill  pond,  the 
case  was  carried  to  court ;  and  the  court  decided  the  Mill  Pond 
a  nuisance,  and  fined  him  one  dollar  and  ordered  the  mill  dam 
torn  away.  This  peculiar  decision  was  unique,  as  dams  along 
Darby  were  numerous;  and  that  stands  as  the  solitary  instance 
of  such  proceedings.  Besides  which,  the  dam  had  been  built 
by  Oren  Beach  and  James  Stone  years  before,  but,  in  the  Village 
of  Amity,  they  had  a  debating  society,  or  “Lyceum,”  and  one  of 
the  questions  that  came  before  the  “Lyceum  was:  Which  de¬ 
stroys  more  lives,  Roswell  Beach’s  Mill-Pond,  or  Bill  White  s 
Whiskey?”  This  “Bill”  White,  for  many  years,  kept  a  grocery 
at  Amity.  It  is  supposed  that  the  mill-pond  side  got  the  worst  of 
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it,  for  the  dam  went  down,  while  Bill  White  continued  in  trade. 

The  citizens  of  Amity  all  respected  Roswell,  and  no  personal 
spite  enteied  into  the  case.  It  was  simply  owing  to  one  of  those 
ciazy  streaks  that  sometimes  seize  a  community.  In  1849,  the 
year  following  the  destruction  of  the  dam,  the  Asiatic  Cholera 

struck  the  village,  and  carried  off  over  one-fifth  of  the  inhabi- 
tants  in  a  few  days. 

The  protracted  law  suit  and  the  destruction  of  the  mill  dam 
ruined  Roswell  financially,  and  he  moved  to  Iowa,  to  try  his 
fortunes  anew.  At  the  age  of  82  years,  in  1883,  he  lived  near 
Centerville,  Appanossa  County,  Iowa. 

Frank  Beach  says: 

Roswell  Beach  lived  for  quite  a  number  of  years.  Was 
pumper’  for  the  Railroad  water  tank  at  Centerville,  Iowa. 
Grandfather  used  to  get  letters  from  him;  something  to  the 
effect:  ‘I  am — so  many  years  old — able  to  carry  my  own  water, 
and  chop  my  own  wood  at  the  door’.” 

Children : 

HARRIET  BEACH  married  Reverend  William  Fulton, 
who  died  at  Amity  in  1849,  of  Asiatic  Cholera. 

EZEKIEL  BEACH  was  born  in  1823;  married  Nancy 
Fulton.  He  went  to  Iowa  in  1849,  and  in  1883,  was 
living  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  He  has  four  sons  living  in 
St.  Joe,  Missouri. 

HANNAH  BEACH  married  Calvin  Burns.  She  died  in 
Iowa  in  1885. 

JEDIDA  BEACH  married  John  Scribner,  and  moved  to 

Iowa  in  1849;  and,  in  1883,  lived  in  Jefferson  Countv, 
Iowa. 

SUSANNAH  BEACH  married  Alfred  Hibbard. 
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Oren  Obil  Beach 

OREN  OBIL  BEACH,  son  of  Obil  Beach,  was  born  in  New 
Haven  Township,  Addison  County,  Vermont,  on  March  12, 
1807.  He  married  Betsey  Stone  in  1827,  and  was  overseer  of 
the  poor  in  1828.  The  census  of  1830,  gives:  Orin  23,  Betsey 
22,  one  male  under  5,  one  female  under  5.  The  census  of  1840 
gives:  Orin  33,  Betsey  32,  one  male  under  5,  one  male  10  to 
15,  one  female  under  — .  Oren  Obil  moved  to  Ohio  in  1817, 
at  the  age  of  ten  years,  and  in  1849  moved  to  Iowa.  He  came 
to  Kansas  about  the  start  of  the  Civil  War  and  died  there  in 
1863. 

Notes  of  Doctor  William  Morrow  Beach  state  that  he  died 
from  the  effect  of  being  chased  by  guerillas  during  the  war,  but 
Frank  Beach  says,  “I  should  not  like  to  dispute  the  statement 
of  Doctor  William  Morrow  Beach  in  regard  to  Oren  Obil 
Beach  being  chased  by  guerillas,  etc.,  but  I  certainly  think  it 
must  be  a  mistake,  for  if  such  had  occurred  I  would,  without 
shadow  of  doubt,  have  heard  Grandfather  (Obil  Oien)  speak 
of  it.” 

Oren  Obil  and  Betsey  Beach  had  four  boys  and  two  girls  foL 
sure,  maybe  more : 

ORSON  C.  BEACH,  probably  the  oldest  child,  had  wife, 
Paulina,  and  infant  daughter. 

ELIJAH  BEACH,  with  his  son  and  wife  visited  Buck  s 
Grove,  coming  from  Iowa. 

NOTES  OF  FRANK  BEACH 

Grandfather  (Obil  Oren),  as  I  remember,  seemed  to  possess 
a  fun-loving  disposition,  and  this  is  a  little  incident  as  he  told  it 
to  me.  There  was  a  marked  resemblance  between  him  and  his 

twin,  Oren  Obil  Beach,  not  only  in  appearance,  but  in  voice, 
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and  many  of  the  little  mannerisms  that  make  distinctive  one’s 
personality. 

Uncle  Oren  was  courting  a  young  lady  in  the  community,  and 
it  must  have  been  his  suit  was  met  with  favor,  for  he  was  so 
attentive  that  he  must  see  her  every  night.  Soon  he  began  to 
feel  the  need  of  rest  and  sleep;  so  he  made  an  agreement  with 
his  twin  that  they  should  take  it  “night  about.”  They  posted 
each  other,  so  that  they  would  not  get  tangled  in  the  conversa¬ 
tion,  and  all  went  well  until  it  got  to  be  so  funny  that  someone 
had  to  tell;  and  when  the  young  lady  found  out,  something  hap¬ 
pened.  It  certainly  wasn  t  serious  though,  for  grandfather 
would  tell  it  and  laugh,  years  after. 

Relating  this  incident,  brings  to  mind  two  more  pranks  they 
played,  their  resemblance  helping  make  the  fun.  Both  hap¬ 
pened,  I  think,  after  the  family  moved  to  Iowa. 

Grandfather,  Obil  Oren,  had  settled  near  Fairfield,  and  had 
helped  build  the  first  mill  there.  It  was  not  only  a  mill  for 
grinding,  but  had  machinery,  looms,  etc.,  for  spinning  and  weav¬ 
ing  cloth.  Back  in  \  ermont,  Grandfather  had  learned  to  oper¬ 
ate  a  loom,  and  most  of  his  life,  he  followed  that  occupation 
even  after  he  moved  to  Kansas. 

After  they  had  been  in  Fairfield  for  some  time,  “Uncle  Oren” 
came  on  a  visit. 

Walking  down  the  road  one  day,  soon  after  his  arrival,  he 
was  gieeted  with  a  pleasant,  “Good  morning,  Mr.  Beach,” 
from  a  lady  standing  in  her  doorway. 

He  returned  the  greeting— perfectly  proper,  for  he  was  Mr. 
Beach. 

They  engaged  in  a  neighborly  chat  (he  managing  that  she 
do  most  of  the  chatting).  Soon  it  was  dinner  time,  and  he  was 
invited  to  stay  for  dinner,  and  he  was  having  so  much  fun  now, 
that  he  felt  he  just  couldn’t  stop,  so  he  stayed. 

After  the  meal  was  over,  as  soon  as  he  could  with  propriety, 
he  excused  himself,  and  went  “down  to  the  mill,”  where  the 
twins  had  their  fun  talking  it  over,  but  Uncle  Oren  was  careful 
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to  keep  well  away  from  a  certain  farm  house  the  rest  of  his 
visit;  and  Grandfather  had  some  difficulty  convincing  the  lady 
whether  she  was  talking  to  “Me”  or  “My  Brother.” 

The  other  incident:  In  this  town  of  Fairfield,  the  resemblance 
of  the  twins  caused  quite  a  sensation.  They  were  exactly  alike 
except  that  “Our  Mr.  Beach”  wore  his  working  clothes. 

Some  men  and  boys  were  talking  about  it  one  day  in  the 
blacksmith  shop,  and  the  smith  happened  to  overhear  some  of 
the  conversation.  They  told  him  that  Mr.  Beach  had  a  brother 
visiting  him  who  looked  so  much  like  him  that  he  couldn  t  tell 
one  from  the  other. 

He  said,  “Shuckins !  No  two  men  ever  looked  so  near  alike 
I  couldn’t  tell  ’em  apart.” 

After  some  argument,  a  bet  was  made ;  cheese  and  crackers 
to  the  crowd  if  he  failed  to  tell  which  was  the  visiting  brother. 

Someone  slipped  into  the  mill  and  told  the  twins.  They  went 
into  a  back  room;  each  slipped  off  his  clothes  and  put  on  the 
others.  Oren  went  to  the  loom  (for  he  was  as  adept  as  his 
brother),  Obil  slipped  out  a  back  way. 

Soon  the  blacksmith  and  his  friends  came  in,  and  he  walked 
up  where  (he  supposed)  his  Mr.  Beach  was  at  work.  He  re¬ 
lated  how  he  had  made  the  bet,  and  he  just  wanted  “you  to  tell 
the  boys,”  but  at  that  critical  moment,  another  Mr.  Beach 
walked  in. 

He  was  introduced:  “Meet  my  brother.”  The  smith  stood 
dumfounded  for  a  few  minutes,  the  crowd  who  were  wise  to 
the  change  of  clothes  jeering  him,  finally  said,  “Well  boys,  come 
on,  I  give  it  up !” 
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Obil  Oren  Beach 

By  Doctor  William  Morrow  Beach. 

OBIL  OREN  BEACH,  twin  son  of  Obil  and  Elizabeth 
(Kilbourne)  Beach,  was  born,  IVlarch  12,  1807,  in  New  Haven 
Township,  Addison  County,  Vermont,  and  moved  to  Ohio,  with 
his  father’s  family  when  ten  years  old,  in  1817.  For  several 
years  he  was  an  apprentice  and  workman  in  his  brother  Uri’s 
Woolen  factory  in  Canaan  Township,  Madison  County,  Ohio. 

He  was  a  twin  brother  to  Oren  Obil,  and  they  bore  a  remark¬ 
able  resemblance  to  each  other.  They  were  undersized,  and 
became  bald  when  comparatively  young.  Their  serious  looking 
faces,  and  sedate  and  dignified  manners  made  their  habitual 
humor  irresistably  waggish. 

Obil  had  an  unusual  command  of  language,  and  has  been  for 
many  years  a  very  active  and  efficient  lay  member  in  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  the  best  Two  Minute  Talker  at 
Love  Feasts,  and  on  like  occasions,  I  ever  heard.  His  manner 
of  expression  and  the  energy  of  his  delivery  make  his  speeches 
quite  electrical.  His  oratory  is  original  and  unique,  and  I  have 
often  been  led  to  wonder  why  it  has  been,  that  this  gift,  which 
he  possesses  in  a  remarkable  degree,  should  have  been  suffered 
to  be  confined  to  such  a  limited  sphere  of  usefulness.  With 
good  opportunities  for  intellectual  growth  and  expansion,  with 
his  musical  voice  and  natural  ability  as  an  orator,  Obil  might 
have  been  historical  in  that  time.  In  his  simplicity  of  heart, 
and  his  lack  of  self-esteem,  he  has  probably  never  stopped  to 
bemoan  the  misfortune  of  his  surroundings,  and  lack  of  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  development;  but  mankind  has  been  the  loser  by 
this  state  of  things. 

He  moved  to  Iowa  in  about  1849,  and  afterwards  to  Kansas. 
His  post  office  address  is  Havenville,  Pottawatomie  Co.,  Kan¬ 
sas.  He  and  his  sons  all  own  farms. 
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Obil  Oren  died  in  Pottawatomie  County,  Kansas,  October 
20,  1886. 

Obil  Oren  was  married  first,  April  10,  1828,  to  Miss  Juliana 
Wheeler,  of  Madison  County,  Ohio,  who  was  born,  May  10, 
1807,  near  Plattsburg,  New  York  State,  and  died,  September 
6,  1829. 

He  was  married  second,  February  7,  1830,  to  Miss  Rowena 
Wheeler ,  who  was  born,  April  25,  1809,  and  died,  July  18, 
1837.  She  was  a  sister  to  his  first  wife. 

He  married  third,  February  22,  1838,  to  Mrs.  Rachel  (Fish) 
Downing ,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  September  14,  1805.  She 
died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Obil  Beach,  December  2,  1897, 
in  the  ninety-third  year  of  her  age. 

About  the  year  1833,  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Simeon  Down- 
ing,  who  died  in  the  year  of  1836.  To  this  union  was  born  one 
son,  Stephen  Downing. 

She  was  raised  in  the  Quaker  Church,  but  soon  after  her  first 
marriage,  about  the  year  1833,  she  joined  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  of  which  she  was  a  faithful  member  until  her 
death. 

NOTES  BY  AURELIA  BEACH 

Along  about  1857  to  1858,  Grandmother  Rachel  (Fish) 
Beach  and  her  husband,  Obil  Oren  Beach,  decided  to  leave 
Iowa,  and  go  with  other  red-blooded,  liberty-loving,  God-fear- 
ing  people,  and  help  make  that  somewhat  indefinite  and  indis¬ 
tinct  territory,  known  as  Kansas,  a  “Free  State.” 

I  think  it  must  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  courage,  when 
grandmother  gave  consent  to  go  forward  in  this  move  to  that 
sparsely  settled,  indefinitely  bounded,  and  somewhat  indistinctly 
governed  domain,  where  social  privileges  were  few,  and  the 
dangers  from  wild  beasts,  and  perhaps  wilder  men,  were  not 
wholly  overcome.  Where  they  finally  stopped,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  lands  along  the  creeks  had  all  been  taken  by  the  earlier 
settlers,  so,  in  the  spring  of  1859,  Grandfather  filed  on  an 
eighty-acre  tract  of  land  just  across  the  line  in  Pottawatomie 
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County.  Here  a  house  was  built;  just  how  big,  I  am  unable  to 
say,  but  it  could  not  have  been  large,  for  Grandfather  was  any¬ 
thing  but  a  wealthy  man.  To  this  small  one-room  house,  a  lean- 
to  or  shed  room  was  added,  and  here  the  family  spent  their 
first  winter. 

It  was  while  living  here  that  Grandmother  taught  the  first 
school  in  the  settlement.  She  walked  about  three  and  a  half 
miles  to  the  school  house  and  received  as  wages,  eighteen  dollars 
a  month,  paid  by  the  patrons  in  whatever  they  had  that  would 
pass  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  One  patron  contributed  a  load 
of  pumpkins  as  his  part  of  the  account. 

The  church  was  organized  almost  as  soon  as  the  home  was 
established.  Grandfather  Beach  was  early  elected  class  leader, 
holding  the  office  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  then  passed  it  on  to 
his  son,  Simeon,  who  held  it  until  his  removal  from  the  home 
neighborhood. 

The  first  religious  meetings  were  held  in  the  homes,  but  soon 
the  school  houses  became  the  places  of  worship.  The  picture 
that  stands  out  plainest  in  my  mind  of  Grandfather  Beach  is  a 
little,  short,  fat,  bald-headed,  old  man  on  the  front  seat  in  the 
old  home  church,  tears  streaming  down  his  face;  and  when  he 
got  happy  he  didn’t  shout  in  the  old  fashioned  Methodist  way, 
but  he  would  just  laugh. 

There  is  one  incident  of  grandmother  firmly  fixed  in  my  mem¬ 
ory;  a  picture  I  remember  quite  vividly.  For  several  years 
after  the  church  was  built  there  was  no  instrument  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  singing.  Some  of  the  folks,  especially  the  younger 
set,  were  wishing  for  an  organ.  Pianos  were  not  considered 
quite  suitable  for  church  music  those  days;  and  besides  it  seemed 
a  little  too  much  for  the  church  financially. 

One  Sunday  there  was  to  be  no  preaching  after  Sunday 
School,  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the  music  houses  was 
present  to  try  to  sell  us  an  organ.  Grandmother  Beach,  now 
well  along  in  years,  had  felt  well  enough,  that  day,  to  come  out 
to  prayer  and  class  meeting.  She  was  seated  in  the  front  seat. 
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The  Salesman  was  invited  to  tell  the  audience  about  his  instru¬ 
ments.  Naturally,  he  stepped  to  the  front.  Grandmother  paid 
little  or  no  attention,  until  he  finally  held  up  for  folk  to  see,  a 
picture  of  a  certain  organ. 

Grandmother’s  attention  was  drawn;  then  she  heard  him  say 
something  about  “Organ.” 

Then  the  “fat  was  in  the  fire!”  Grandmother  had  been  raised 
in  the  good  old  Quaker  faith,  and  she  had  no  use  for  those 
things.  She  was  soon  on  her  feet,  and,  although  the  salesman 
did  his  best  to  explain,  nothing  availed.  Grandmother  cried 
and  stormed;  said  she  thought  she  was  coming  to  class  meet¬ 
ing,  and  she  found  they  were  “profaning  God’s  House.” 

Poor  Grandmother,  her  day  was  spoiled,  but  that  “Organ 
peddler”  made  no  sale  that  day,  nor  for  quite  a  while  after. 
The  church  had  respect  enough  for  her  feelings  to  wait,  for  it 
was  not  a  great  while  till  Grandmother  was  called  to  the  land 
where  songs  are  sweet,  the  deaf  ears  unstopped,  and  all  voices 
sing  praises  to  the  lamb. 

Child  by  first  marriage : 

Rhoda  Beach,  born,  December  24,  1828. 

Children  by  second  marriage  : 

Lois  Beach,  born,  May  11,  1832. 

Elijah  Beach,  born,  September  12,  1833,  twin. 

Elisha  Beach,  born,  September  12,  1833,  twin. 

Children  by  third  marriage: 

Simeon  Downing  Beach,  born,  December  25,  1838. 

Charles  Beach,  born  - ,  1840. 

Ann  Elizabeth  Beach,  born  - ,  1842. 

Joseph  Fish  Beach,  born,  October  12,  1843. 

Susannah  Beach,  born,  August  28,  1845. 

Obil  Beach,  born  - ,  1847. 

Lorenzo  Beach,  born,  November  1,  1850. 


The  photos  in  this  chapter  are  from  Rachel  Beach’s  album,  presented 
to  her  m  1878  by  Obil  Oren  Beach. 
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Rhoda  Beach  Downing* 

RHODA  BEACH  DOWNING,  daughter  of  Obil  Oren 
Beach,  was  born,  December  24,  1828,  in  Canaan  Town¬ 
ship,  Madison  County,  Ohio. 

She  married  first,  March  27,  1853,  in  Jefferson  Coun¬ 
ty,  Iowa,  George  Herman  Downing.  He  died  in  De¬ 
cember,  1862,  at  Columbus,  Kentucky,  where  with  sev¬ 
eral  other  soldiers  in  the  Union  Army,  he  had  eaten 
poisoned  pies  that  were  sold  through  the  camp  by  an 
old  woman. 

Her  second  husband  was  Peter  Sherman. 

Children,  all  born  in  Marion  County,  Iowa : 

JOHN  DOWNING  was  born,  December  25,  1853. 
WILLIAM  A.  DOWNING  was  born,  September  4, 

1856. 

EVA  JULANA  DOWNING  was  born,  March  26, 

1857.  She  married  Mahlon  McIntyre. 

Children : 

HERMAN  McINTYRE. 

FRED  McINTYRE. 

NETTIE  McINTYRE. 

IDA  ABIGAIL  DOWNING  was  born,  May  27, 
1860. 

OBIL  BEACH  DOWNING  was  born,  November 
3,  1861. 

GEORGE  HERMAN  DOWNING,  JR.,  was  born, 
April  30,  1863. 

Lois  Beach  Harris 

LOIS  BEACH  HARRIS,  daughter  of  Obil  Oren  Beach, 
was  born  in  Amity,  Madison  County,  May  11,  1832. 
She  married  William  Harris  in  1849. 

Children : 

RHODA  HARRIS  married  Perry  Lewellen. 
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NANCY  HARRIS  married  Tracy  Knapp. 

Children : 

ORA  KNAPP. 

ARCHIE  KNAPP,  and 
THREE  GIRLS. 

Elisha  Beach 

ELISHA  BEACH,  twin  son  of  Obil  Oren  Beach,  was 
born,  September  12,  1833,  and  died,  October  5,  1836. 


Elijah  Beach 


ELIJAH  Beach  was  born  in  Ohio,  September  12,  1833, 
and  went  with  his  father  to  Iowa  in  1849.  His  wife 
was  Ellen  Goodnough.  He  died  in  Jefferson  County* 
Iowa,  December  14,  1858. 

Child: 

ROWENA  BEACH. 

Simeon  Downing  Beach 

SIMEON  DOWNING  BEACH,  son  of  Obil  Beach,  was 
born  in  Ohio,  December  25,  1838,  and  lived  with  his 
father  in  Pottawatomie  County,  Kansas.  He  served  in 
Company  C,  7th  Kansas  Cavalry,  and  Company  L,  11th 
Kansas  Cavalry,  in  the  Civil  War,  and  died  in  1913. 

He  married  Sarah  Vashti ,  who  was  born  in  1845,  and 
died  in  1908.  Their  children  were  all  born  in  Kansas. 

CHARLES  BEACH  was  born,  January  15,  1872, 
and  married,  February  28,  1893,  Ethel  S  mith,  who 
was  born,  January  22,  1876.  Children: 


HAZEL  FRANCES  BEACH  was  born,  Febru¬ 
ary  19,  1894. 

NINA  BEACH. 

CHARI  ES  BEACH. 


DENNIS  BEACH 
DAVID  BEACH 
GEORGE  T.  BEACH. 
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(Newspaper  Clipping). 

Professor  George  T.  Beach  died  at  his  home 
in  Los  Angeles,  California,  November  15.  He  had 
been  in  failing  health  for  some  time.  In  fact,  he 
had  not  been  very  strong  for  several  years,  but  did 
not  give  up  his  school  work  until  last  spring,  when 
he  resigned  his  position  in  Franklin  High  School, 
Los  Angeles,  which  he  had  held  for  about  fifteen 
years. 

Professor  Beach  was  born  in  1875  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  the  Bucks  Grove  neighborhood,  six¬ 
teen  miles  west  of  Holton,  and  for  the  past  forty- 
one  years  has  been  continuously  in  school  work. 

“In  September,  1890,  at  the  age  of  15,  he  en¬ 
rolled  at  Campbell  University  at  Holton.  He  at¬ 
tended  one  year,  obtained  a  certificate  to  teach,  and 
to  recuperate  his  finances,  he  taught  one  year  at 
Myers  Valley  School  in  Western  Pottawatomie 
County,  returning  to  Campbell  in  ’92,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  he  finished  the  course.  From  there  he 
went  to  Kansas  University  at  Lawrence,  graduat¬ 
ing  in  the  class  of  ’99.  In  September,  1899,  he  be¬ 
gan  his  teaching  career  at  Cottonwood  Falls,  teach¬ 
ing  there  one  year.  From  there  he  went  to  Onarga, 
then  St.  Marys  and  Sabetha,  serving  thirteen  years 
at  the  four  places.  In  September,  1912,  he  mi¬ 
grated  to  California,  teaching  a  few  years  in  the 
cities  of  Santa  Barbara,  Cochella,  Ontario  and 
Thermal,  finally  locating  in  Los  Angeles,  serving 
the  Franklin  High  until  his  resignation  last  spring. 

“Professor  Beach  was  active  in  other  educational 
work  besides  school  teaching,  having  served  many 
Kansas  counties  as  institute  instructor,  some  sea¬ 
sons  serving  as  high  as  four  institutes  besides  nine 
months  of  school  work,  getting  thirteen  working 
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months  out  of  twelve.  He  was  always  in  action, 
serving  his  profession  to  the  greatest  of  his  ability. 

“While  the  major  part  of  his  time  was  given  to 
his  profession,  he  was  very  active  in  religious  work 
and  music. 

“He  leaves  a  wife  (formerly  Miss  Rachel  Gurt- 
ler,  of  Onarga,  Kansas),  and  one  son, 

REX  BEACH. 

BENJAMIN  CHRISTMAS  BEACH,  son  of  Sim¬ 
eon  Downing  Beach,  of  Havensville,  Kansas,  was 
born,  December  25,  1879,  and  died,  November 
12,  1898. 

WRIGHT  BEACH,  son  of  Simeon  Downing  Beach, 
was  born,  May  10,  1881,  and  married  at  Havens¬ 
ville,  in  1907,  to  Laura  Bellette  Senner,  who  was 
born  in  1885. 

Children  all  born  at  Havensville,  Kansas : 

DONALD  DAVID  BEACH,  born  in  1908. 

ORIN  PAUL  BEACH,  born  in  1910. 

ERMA  LOIS  BEACH  was  born  in  1911. 

HELEN  JESSIE  BEACH,  born  in  1913. 

RALPH  WRIGHT  BEACH,  born  in  1915. 

ROSALIE  FAY  BEACH,  born  in  1922. 

WILLIAM  OBIL  BEACH,  son  of  Simeon  Downing 
Beach,  was  born,  March  15,  1883.  He  lives  in 
Georgia  and  was  married  on  December  28,  1904, 
at  St.  Mary’s,  Kansas,  to  Lulu  Joy  Mohler ,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  and  Mary  (Hallock)  Mohler. 
Children : 

RLTH  BEACH,  born,  November  4,  1905. 

LEO  NORTON  BEACH,  born,  October  13, 
1907,  at  Topeka,  Kansas.  Died,  November 
18,  1907,  at  St.  Mary’s. 

RAPHAEL  MOHLER  BEACH  was  born,  Feb¬ 
ruary  12,  1907,  at  Jansen,  Colorado. 
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MARY  VASHTI  BEACH  was  born,  August 
17,  1913,  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

RUTH  FLORENCE  BEACH  RITTER,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Simeon  Downing  Beach,  was  born,  June  14, 
1887,  at  Elavensville,  Kansas.  She  married  at  Ha- 
vensville,  Kansas,  J ohn  Burton  Ritter ,  who  was 
born  at  Wakefield,  July  16,  1883,  and  who  died 
there  in  1913. 

Children  born  at  Wakefield,  Kansas: 

PAUL  BURTON  RITTER,  born,  July  17, 
1911. 

RAYMOND  DOWNING  RITTER,  born, 
September  22,  1912. 

MARVEL  VELMA  RITTER,  born,  Septem¬ 
ber  24,  1914. 

Charles  Beach 

CHARLES  BEACH,  son  of  Obil  Oren  Beach,  was  born 
in  1840,  and  died  in  the  Army,  November  6,  1864,  as 
a  result  of  measles  at  Paola,  Kansas.  The  body  was 
sent  to  the  old  home  graveyard  on  Cross  Creek  (now 
Bucks  Grove  Church  and  Cemetery)  with  a  Military 
escort.  He  was  buried,  his  sword  by  his  side,  with 
Military  Honors.  Charles  had  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
11th  Kansas  Cavalry  Volunteers. 

Elizabeth  Beach 

ELIZABETH  BEACH,  or,  as  the  name  on  the  marble 
slab  that  marks  the  resting  place  of  both  brother  and 
sister  gives  it,  Ann  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  1842,  and 
died,  April  4,  1859,  prior  to  her  brother’s  enlistment. 
Both  were  single. 

Joseph  Fish  Beach 

(Newspaper  Clipping). 

Joseph  Fish  Beach,  son  of  Obil  Oren  Beach,  Jr.,  was 
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born  in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  October  12,  1843;  and 
died  at  his  home  south  of  Havensville,  Kansas,  No¬ 
vember  2,  1902,  age  59  years. 

“At  the  youthful  age  of  9  years,  Joseph  came  with  his 
parents  to  Decatur  County,  Iowa,  where  they  resided 
six  years.  In  1856,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Pottawatomie  County,  Kansas,  where  Mr.  Beach  lived 
until  called  to  the  blessed  life  above.  He  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  February  29,  1864,  in  Company 
L,  11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  as  a  volunteer,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  General  Booth.  He  served  19  months,  and 
received  an  honorable  discharge,  September  26,  1865. 

“Joseph  Beach  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Orlena  Loughmiller ,  January  16,  1870.  She  was  born 
at  New  Albany,  Indiana,  April  24,  1848.  When  she 
was  six  years  old  the  family  moved  to  Kansas,  settling 
first  at  Easton,  where  they  lived  a  few  years  before 
coming  to  the  Bucks  Grove  community,  where  she  was 
one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Bucks  Grove  Church. 

“Mr.  Beach  was  converted  and  united  with  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  church  at  Pleasant  Ridge  in  1869,  and 
has  always  been  a  consistent  Christian  and  a  warm  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  church.  Almost  total  deafness  has  the 
past  few  years  deprived  him  of  hearing  the  word  preach¬ 
ed,  but,  faithful  to  his  religious  vows,  he  kept  up  the 
family  altar  and  the  reading  of  the  dear  book  he  loved 
so  well.  The  rising  generation  have  in  him  a  noble  ex¬ 
ample  of  Christian  citizenship,  his  life  one  object  lesson 
of  frugality  and  thrift.  One  need  but  go  about  over 
his  splendid  farm  to  note  with  what  care  everything  is 
directed  and  guarded.  The  fine  evergreen  groves  on 
either  side  the  road  will  stand  as  a  monument  to  his 
toiling  hands  long  after  his  body  shall  have  crumbled 
to  mother  dust.” 

Frank  Beach  wrote:  “I  could  count  on  the  fingers  of 
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one  hand,  and  have  some  left,  all  the  times  I  ever  knew 
my  father  to  miss  reading  a  passage  of  the  Book  and  all 
kneeling  for  prayer  before  going  to  a  day’s  work.  It 
was  a  custom  in  the  majority  of  homes  in  that  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  it  isn’t  all  gone  yet. 

“When  my  father  died,  as  we  boys  sat  in  the  ham¬ 
mock  out  in  the  yard  on  that  forenoon  before  we  laid 
him  to  rest  at  sunset,  my  brother  made  this  remark: 
‘Well,  boys,  if  Pa  never  did  anything  else  for  us,  he  did 
give  us  a  good  raising.’ 

“So  much  for  that  grand  generation.  God  bless  them! 
Of  the  next,  I  think,  in  the  main,  the  old  stock  and  traits 
of  the  ancestry  predominate.  However,  there  are  some 
who  disappoint  and  grieve  us — I  suppose  we  might  get 
too  proud  if  all  were  model.” 

Mrs.  Beach  passed  away  October  19,  1926,  aged  78 
years.  There  were  live  children: 

FRANK  BEACH  was  born,  August  14,  1871;  lives 
near  Elk  City,  Oklahoma.  On  August  12,  1896, 
he  married  Jessie  M.  Shaw,  born,  February  28, 
1872,  daughter  of  Freeman  A.  and  Julia  D. 
(Sewell)  Shaw. 

“I  have  been  a  farmer  and  stock  man  most  of 
my  life,  but  I  seem  to  have  a  liking  for  business. 
When  the  boys  grew  up  they  seemed  to  have  a  turn 
for  mechanics  and  didn’t  like  the  farm,  and  so  1 
had  a  sale,  and  sold  everything  but  the  land.  My 
wife  had  always  wanted  to  go  to  school  some  more 
and  loved  to  teach,  so  she  went  to  school  for  a 
while  and  I  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  and 
traveled  around  some. 

“During  the  World  War  I  worked  East,  was 
in  the  Powder  Factory  at  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
then  over  to  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  or  down 
to  the  Naval  Hospital  at  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
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lina.  Then  afterward  I  went  northwest,  an  auto 
trip  almost  the  entire  length  and  breadth  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  and  over  into  Wyoming. 

“After  wife  had  satisfied  her  teaching  desire,  we 
settled  down  and  bought  us  a  home  here  in  the 
edge  of  town,  where,  last  summer,  I  built  a  house 
for  a  rental  property,  but  later  decided  to  rent  the 
old  house  and  live  in  the  new  one  ourselves. 

“I  work  with  a  Co-operative  concern  (have  a 
share  in  it  myself)  that  is  composed  of  about  four 
hundred  (mostly)  farmers.  We  handle  lumber, 
coal,  grain,  feed,  hay,  farm  implements  of  all  kinds; 
have  a  yard  at  four  different  towns.  The  main 
yard  and  the  General  Office  is  here  in  Elk  City.” 
Children  : 

JOSEPH  SHAW  BEACH,  born,  July  27,  1897, 
lives  in  Flint,  Michigan. 

EZRA  MONTELLI  BEACH  was  born,  Feb¬ 
ruary  5,  1899;  married,  April  17,  1920,  Anna 
Williams,  who  was  born,  September  29,  1901. 
They  live  in  Flint,  Michigan.  Children: 

LOWELL  WILLIAM  BEACH,  born,  No¬ 
vember  29,  1921. 

BETTY  LOW  BEACH,  born,  February 
26,  1923. 

KATHLEEN  BEACH,  born,  October  16,  1900. 

RICHARD  BAXTER  FOSTER  BEACH, born, 
April  22,  1902;  lives  in  Flint,  Michigan. 

ROBERT  NEAL  BEACH,  born,  April  13, 
1904,  lives  in  Flint,  Michigan. 

UNA  BEACH,  born,  January  20,  1906;  is  a 
registered  nurse. 

JULIA  BEACH,  born,  May  20,  1909. 

RACHEL  BEACH,  born,  August  31,  1914. 

AURELIA  RACHEL  BEACH  (from  the  Beach 
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Family  Magazine)  “daughter  of  Joseph  Fish 
Beach,  was  born,  March  2,  1875,  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  farm  near  what  is  now  Havensville,  Kansas. 

Her  primary  school  days  were  spent  in  the 
terms  held  in  the  old  stone  school  house  near  the 
home.  In  1896-7,  she  was  a  student  for  two  terms 
in  Campbell  College  at  Holton,  Kansas. 

“Reaching  the  required  age,  she  secured  a  U.  S. 
Government  homestead  near  El  Reno,  Oklahoma, 
and  many  and  varied  are  the  experiences  of  those 
days  spent  in  completing  the  required  residence  and 
improvement  of  that  claim.  Some  of  those  events 
seem  quite  amusing  now,  seen  from  a  reminiscent 
viewpoint;  for,  in  those  days  there  were  no  auto¬ 
mobiles,  and  it  was  quite  the  proper  thing  for  young 
couples  to  go  riding  in  the  farm  wagon  with  a  span 
of  mules  for  motor  power.  Fortunate  indeed  was 
the  young  man  with  a  horse  and  top  buggy. 

“On  the  Fourth  of  July,  1903,  she  entered  as  a 
student  in  the  School  of  Nursing,  with  the  Women's 
and  Children’s  Hospital,  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
and  since  the  graduation  day,  she  has  spent  some 
twenty  and  more  years  nursing  and  caring  for  par¬ 
ents,  uncles  and  aunts,  relatives  and  friends,  stran¬ 
gers,  rich  and  poor,  far  and  near,  until  those  to 
whom  she  has  ministered  are  a  host  and  difficult  to 
number,  the  last  being  eighteen  months  almost  con¬ 
stant  care  of  her  mother.  After  her  mother’s 
death,  October  9,  1926,  she  found  her  health  ne¬ 
cessitated  her  giving  up  active  work  in  her  chosen 
field.  Miss  Beach,  or  “Rilla,”  as  she  is  known  to 
her  relatives,  has  always  taken  interest  in  religious 
and  social  affairs  in  the  community.  In  the  church, 
a  Methodist;  in  politics,  a  Republican;  fraternal, 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star;  loves  music  and  is  fond 
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of  flowers.  Her  home  and  garden  are  her  pride 
and  her  care,  now  that  she  has  had  to  give  up  her 
professional  work,  and  here  she  watches  things 
grow  and  blossom,  listens  to  her  radio  and  rests. 

uShe  has  found  much  pleasure  in  hunting  ud 
Beaches,  and  many  of  the  old  records  of  the  early 
days  for  the  family  in  Kansas  were  brought  to  no¬ 
tice  by  her  efforts.” 

FRED  JACOB  BEACH,  son  of  Joseph  Fish,  wras 
born,  October  15,  1878.  He  married,  October  25, 
1902,  Ora  C.  Potter,  who  was  born,  October  21, 
1882.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Herman  S.  and  Mary 
Potter.  Fred  and  his  wife  live  in  Havensville, 
Kansas.  Children : 

ALTON  POTTER  BEACFI,  born,  March  2, 
1905;  married,  December  28,  1927,  Beatrice 
Rash,  born,  December  7,  1907,  a  daughter  of 
Maurice  and  Pansy  (Higgins)  Rash. 

KEITH  BEACH,  born,  October  17,  1907;  died, 
September  9,  1923. 

CLARENCE  BEACH,  son  of  Joseph  Fish  Beach, 
was  born,  April  12,  1881;  and  married,  April  27, 
1904,  Alahel  Clair  De  Graw,  born,  September  26, 
1880,  daughter  of  Isadore  and  Fredrica  De  Graw. 
They  lived  at  Mark,  Colorado.  Children: 

DELPHIA  ADA  BEACH,  born,  November  24, 
1905. 

LOW  ELL  CLAIR  BEACH,  born,  July  23, 
1908. 

MAXINE  IRIS  BEACH,  born,  July  31,  1910. 

IVAN  WAYNE  BEACLI,  born,  August  5,  1912. 

AL^  INE  LA\  ETTA  BEACH,  born,  Septem¬ 
ber  28,  1916. 

GAF  LORD  ELDON  BEACH,  born,  August 
17,  1921. 
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BOBBY  JEAN  BEACH,  born,  March  7,  1924. 
The  first  five  children  were  born  at  Soldier, 
Kansas;  Gaylord  at  Boulder,  Colorado,  and 
Bobby  Jean  at  Fruita,  Colorado. 

CORA  LENA  BEACH,  daughter  of  Joseph  Fish, 
was  born,  February  14,  1884;  married,  April  17, 
1905,  Harley  L.  Davis,  who  was  born,  June  4, 
1885,  son  of  John  and  Cora  (Thompson)  Davis. 
They  live  at  Havensville,  Kansas.  Children: 
PAUL  VINTON  DAVIS,  born,  February  18, 

1906. 

ALETHA  VIVIAN  DAVIS,  born,  July  20, 

1907. 

CAMILLE  F.  DAVIS,  born,  February  16, 
1909. 

BETFI  DAVIS,  born,  November  3,  1910. 
DONALD  BEACH  DAVIS,  born,  February 
15,  1913. 

ROSALIE  DAVIS,  born,  May  9,  1923. 

Susannah  Beach  Shove 

SUSANNAH  BEACH  SHOVE,  daughter  of  Obil  Oren 
and  Rachel  Beach,  was  born,  August  28,  1845  ;  and  died, 
March  14,  1923.  She  was  married,  January  6,  1868, 
to  George  Shove,  of  Havensville,  Kansas,  born,  January 
23,  1841;  died,  July  24,  1922.  He  was  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  War. 

Children  born  in  Havensville,  Kansas: 

FRED  SHOVE,  born,  December  15,  1871;  died, 
January  16,  1872. 

CLARA  SHOVE,  born,  June  6,  1873;  died,  Septem¬ 
ber,  1921. 

KATE  SHOVE,  born,  May  18,  1875;  lives  at  Cres- 
sey,  California,  1928. 

LUKE  SHOVE,  son  of  Susannah  Beach  Shove,  was 
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born,  March  8,  1877;  and  was  married,  November 
6,  1898,  to  Ella  West.  She  was  born,  May  28, 
1880.  They  live  at  Havensville,  Kansas. 

Children : 

FAY  SHOVE,  born,  May  13,  1899;  died,  De¬ 
cember  18,  1913. 

NORMA  SHOVE,  born,  May  1,  1905  ;  married. 
July  23,  1924,  to  Glen  Gibson,  who  was  born, 
April  14,  1901. 

INFANT  SHOVE,  born,  February  22,  1879;  died, 
February  25,  1879. 

MABEL  SHOVE  McKINNEY,  daughter  of  Susan¬ 
nah  (Beach)  Shove,  was  born,  January  21,  1881: 
and  married  Cullom  McKinsey .  He  was  born,  De¬ 
cember  7,  1884,  at  Soldier,  Kansas.  Children: 

LOWELL  McKINSEY,  born,  September  28, 
1909. 

CLIFFORD  McKINSEY,  born,  September  18. 
1912. 

DORIS  McKINSEY,  born,  August  29,  1917. 

LOUISE  McKINSEY,  born,  April  16,  1919. 

MERVIN  McKINSEY,  born,  September  6, 
1920. 

BERTHA  SHOVE,  daughter  of  Susannah  (Beach) 
Shove,  was  born,  December  16,  1883.  She  now 
lives  in  Denver,  Colorado. 

MARY  ELIZABETH  SHOVE  COVERDALE, 
daughter  of  Susannah  (Beach)  Shove,  wras  born, 
May  3,  1885,  and  on  April  12,  1911,  she  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Jay  S.  C overdale ,  who  was  born,  January 
31,  1886.  Children: 

GERALD  S.  CO\  ERDALE,  born,  March  6, 

1912. 

RUTH  COVERDALE,  born,  February  11, 

1913. 
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LOIS  COVERDALE,  born,  December  24,  1915. 
PAUL  SHOVE,  son  of  Susannah  (Beach)  Shove, 
was  born,  May  1,  1887,  and  on  May  8,  1918,  he 
was  married  to  Mary  Gibson .  She  was  born,  De¬ 
cember  22,  1895.  Children: 

WINSTON  WAYNE  SHOVE,  born,  Decem¬ 
ber  7,  1919. 

ROBERT  PAUL  SHOVE  1  twins,  born, 
RICHARD  LUKE  SHOVE j  January  13, 1924. 

Obil  Beach  III 

OBIL  BEACH  III,  son  of  Obil  Oren,  and  grandson  of 
Obil  Beach,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  was  17  in  the  census 
of  1865.  He  was  born  in  the  year  of  1847.  He  mar¬ 
ried  first,  Eva  Loughmiller,  who  was  born  in  1853,  and 
died  in  1873.  He  married  second,  March  23,  1874, 
Ida  Cornelia  Butts,  who  died,  October  2,  1897.  Obil 
III  died,  November  24,  1919. 

The  children  were  all  born  in  Kansas: 

EFFIE  OBILINE  BEACH,  daughter  of  Obil  III, 
was  born  in  1876,  and  married  Justin  Peck.  In 
1927,  they  were  living  near  Hobart,  Oklahoma. 
Children : 

CYRIL  PECK. 

CARL  CECIL  PECK. 

PAUL  PECK. 

OBIL  PECK. 

GLADYS  PECK. 

GAIL  PECK. 

Cyril,  Paul  and  Obil  were  burned  to  death, 
Christmas  Eve,  1925,  in  the  Babb’s  Switch 
School  House  disaster  near  Hobart,  Oklahoma. 

ARTHUR  A.  BEACH,  son  of  Obil  III,  was  17  in 
1895,  and  was  living  in  Havensville,  Kansas,  Pott 
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County.  He  married,  October  15,  1902,  Della  E. 
Johnson.  Children: 

MERLE  J.  BEACH,  born  in  1903. 

ELGA  D.  BEACH,  born  in  1904;  married,  Sep¬ 
tember  29,  1927,  to  Gladys  I.  Knott. 

VELVA  P.  BEACH,  born  in  1906. 

OLIVE  E.  BEACH,  born  in  1908. 

IDA  MYRTLE  BEACH,  born  in  1914. 

LOIS  L.  BEACH,  born  in  1916. 

WILMA  I.  BEACH,  born  in  1918. 

LAWRENCE  I  EE  BEACH,  born  in  1920. 

RUSSELL  L.  BEACH,  born  in  1922. 

ETHEL  GRAN  BEACH  JOHNSTON,  daughter 
of  Obil  III,  was  born  in  1879;  married  Frank 
Johnston ,  of  Wheatland,  Wyoming,  who  was  born 
in  1873.  She  died  in  1927. 

E\  A  ELIZA  BEACH  was  fourteen  in  the  census  of 
1895.  She  lived  at  Havensville,  Kansas;  died  in 
1927. 

ALFRED  LEVI  BEACH,  son  of  Obil  III,  was  1 1 
in  the  census  of  1895.  He  married,  August  19, 
1905,  Lelia  Harris ,  who  was  born  in  1884. 
Children : 

OPAL  E.  BEACH,  born  in  1904. 

LLOYD  E.  BEACH,  born  in  1906. 

GILBERT  L.  BEACH,  born  in  1908. 

EDWIN  A.  BEACH,  born  in  1910. 

RICHARD  O.  BEACH,  born  in  1912. 

LYLE  N.  BEACH,  born  in  1914. 

PAUL  R.  BEACH,  born  in  1917. 

LeROY  L.  BEACH,  or,  as  he  is  called,  “Roy  L.,” 
is  the  son  of  Obil  III,  and  grandson  of  Obil  Oren 
Beach.  He  was  eight  years  old  in  the  census  of 
1895,  and  he  was  married  first,  in  1910,  to  Minnie 
Senner,  and  married  second,  in  1919,  to  Anna 
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Wykle.  He  was  living  in  1927,  in  Hobart,  Okla¬ 
homa.  Children  by  first  marriage: 

MARY  P.  BEACH,  born  in  1911. 

IVAN  BEACH,  born  in  1913. 

Children  by  second  marriage : 

NORMA  BEACH,  born  in  1920. 

VICTOR  BEACH,  born  in  1921. 

NELLIE  PEARL  BEACH  was  born  in  1890;  and 
died  in  1918.  In  1908,  she  married  a  McKinsey 
from  Havensville,  Kansas.  Children: 

ALETHA  McKINSEY,  born  in  1910. 

GALEN  McKINSEY,  born  in  1914. 

Lorenzo  Beach 

(Newspaper  Clipping). 

LORENZO  BEACH,  son  of  Obil  Oren  Beach,  was  born 
in  Jefferson  County,  Iowa,  November  1,  1850,  and  died 
in  Hot  Springs,  New  Mexico,  at  the  home  of  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Nora  Burleson,  October  31,  1934. 

He  was  married,  December  10,  1874,  to  Luella  Jane 
Kazebeer,  of  Havensville,  Kansas,  who  died,  Novem¬ 
ber  25,  1915,  in  New  Mexico. 

To  them  seven  children  were  born,  five  of  whom  sur¬ 
vive  him.  Edward  of  Lookeba,  Oklahoma;  Bert  and 
Harry,  of  Bayfield,  Colorado;  Mrs.  Flora  Jones,  ot 
Hydro,  Oklahoma,  and  Mrs.  Burleson.  He  had  ten 
grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild. 

His  wife  preceded  him  to  their  heavenly  home  several 
years  ago.  He  spent  his  boyhood  in  eastern  Kansas, 
later  moving  to  western  Kansas  and  in  1890,  to  Okla¬ 
homa.  He  entered  the  mercantile  business  at  Dover, 
Oklahoma,  in  1896,  later  moving  to  Lookeba,  Okla¬ 
homa,  where  the  business  is  still  running. 

He  was  active  in  the  business  until  coming  here  for 
his  health.  Finding  Hot  Springs  to  his  liking,  he  made 

347 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  POSTERITY  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


it  his  home  until  his  Heavenly  Father  called  him  to  a 
better  one.  Children: 

LORENZO  EDWARD  BEACH  was  born,  Septem¬ 
ber  9,  1875,  in  Pottawatomie  County,  Kansas;  and 
was  married  July  30,  1906,  to  Rosa  Georgia  Loula, 
daughter  of  Frank  Loula.  She  was  born,  March 
5,  1885.  They  live  at  Lookeba,  Oklahoma. 
Children : 

MELBA  BEACH,  born  in  1916. 

DELPHINE  BEACH,  born  in  1919. 

NELLIE  BEACH  was  born,  April  2,  1877,  in  Potta¬ 
watomie  County;  and  died,  May  2,  1877. 

LAURA  BEACH  was  born,  February  28,  1880;  and 
died,  March  26,  1880. 

FLORA  ANN  BEACH  JONES  was  born,  January 
10,  1882,  in  Pratt  County,  Kansas.  She  married, 
on  February  27,  1909,  Clark  Adams  Dinsmore, 
who  was  born,  February  29,  1884,  at  Lee  County, 
Iowa.  She  married  second,  Stephen  Jones.  They 
live  at  Hydro,  Oklahoma.  No  children: 

ALBERT  ROSS  BEACH  was  born,  August  16,  1886, 
in  Pratt  County,  Kansas.  He  was  married  to  Eula 
Hays,  in  March,  1909,  who  was  born,  September 
25,  1896.  They  live  at  Bayfield,  Colorado,  and 
have  four  children. 

NORA  ISABELLE  BEACH  BURLESON  was 
born,  November  7,  1888,  in  Pratt  County,  Kansas. 
She  was  married  to  /.  A.  Burleson,  and  they  now 
live  at  Hot  Springs,  New  Mexico.  They  have  two 
children. 

HARRY  MEARL  BEACH  was  born,  September  3, 
1896,  at  Kingfisher,  Oklahoma.  He  was  married 
to  Mabel  Hazel  Green,  on  August  16,  1914.  She 
was  born,  September  25,  1896.  They  live  at  Bay- 
field,  Colorado.  They  have  two  children. 
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William  Morrow  Beach,  Schoolmaster 

By  Mary  Beach  Bidwell. 

In  looking  over  an  old  scrap  book  of  my  father’s,  he  had 
several  articles  which  had  been  published  in  the  Ohio  State 
Journal  about  1846,  when  he  was  about  15  years  old.  In  these 
was  given  his  experiences  as  a  school  teacher  in  those  days 
when  teachers  “boarded  round.”  He  was  only  a  thoughtful 
boy  of  immature  years  but  tall  and  slender,  with  black  hair, 
brown  (hazel-brown)  eyes,  with  a  merry  twinkle  when  amused. 
A  sense  of  humor,  sensitive,  sympathetic,  a  spirit  superlatively 
kind,  and  in  his  mature  years  as  I  recall  him,  a  very  handsome 
man  noticeable  in  a  crowd,  with  great  poise,  deliberate  in  move¬ 
ment  and  graceful  in  his  six  feet  of  stature  and  235  pounds  in 
weight. 

I  have  seen  these  characteristics  as  father’s  birthright.  This 
great  gentleness  was  an  inspiration  to  others  for  noble  things. 
He  draws  this  picture  of  his  application  as  teacher  in  this  back- 
woods,  primitive  neighborhood  after  the  death  of  his  mother, 
whom  he  adored  and  by  whose  passing  he  was  left  homeless. 
So  influenced  in  part  by  a  constitutional  timidity  and  in  part  by 
a  temporary  aversion  to  society  he  chose  a  benighted,  backwoods 
district  in  one  of  those  timbered  counties  of  centrol  Ohio  and  a 
region  in  summer  of  mosquitoes,  frogs  and  monster  gallinippers. 

He  inquired  the  way  to  one  of  the  Directors  and  was  referred 
to  Mr.  Putney.  His  house  was  a  neat  little  love-cot  of  a  thing 
and  a  little  retired  from  the  road.  He  alighted  from  his  horse 

at  the  gate,  threw  the  reins  over  a  fence  stake  and  walked  up 
the  path  leading  to  the  door,  keeping  a  suspicious  eye  upon  a 
pug-nosed,  crop-eared,  stub-tailed  dog. 

He  found  Mr.  Putney  retopping  a  chimney,  his  wife  boiling 
soap  nearby  in  the  open  air;  Lizzie,  the  daughter,  with  arms 
thrust  through  a  pair  of  back  bars  and  struggling  with  the  spirit 
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of  a  Spartan  to  pluck  a  squalling  old  goose  through  a  crack  much 
too  small  for  its  body,  while  the  son,  Thomas  William,  stood 
looking  on  with  an  air  of  stupid  and  satisfied  indifference. 

Upon  being  saluted,  the  Director  descended  from  his  ladder 
but  he  had  scarcely  touched  his  foot  to  the  ground,  when  the 
dog  feloniously,  unceremoniously  and  with  malice  aforethought 
seized  upon  my  father’s  ankle,  upon  which  Mrs.  Putney  gave  a 
flourish  with  her  hot  soap-stick  and  bringing  it  down  upon  the 
unsuspecting  Pug’s  body  he  beat  a  retreat  around  the  house 
uttering  such  a  hideous  uKiKi”  as  to  attract  the  attention  of 
Miss  Lizzie  and  Thomas  William  while  the  latter  took  refuge 
behind  the  leach  trough,  the  former  unhinged  her  hands  from 
the  goose’s  leg  and  bounded  like  an  antelope  for  the  nearest 
door  in  the  back  end  of  the  back  kitchen. 

Father  made  known  his  errand  to  the  stoical  old  Director 
but  he  eyed  him  inquiringly  from  head  to  foot  and  father  but 
too  plainly  saw  that  his  thoughts  ran  adversely  to  his  immediate 
success.  He  read  all  over  the  man  in  great,  staring  capital  let¬ 
ters  that  he  was  not  one  to  be  hocus-pocused  by  bragging  on  his 
corn  crop,  hay  crop,  potato  crop,  horses,  cattle  nor  sheep,  so 
father  simply  kept  mum  and  let  him  play  out. 

At  length  father  saw  the  clouds  melting  away  from  his  face 
and  resolving  into  an  expression  of  general  placidity.  He  took 
his  hands  from  under  his  muddy  apron,  commenced  cracking  his 
finger  joints,  pressed  the  palms  together,  squeezed  them  half 
hesitatingly  and  then,  while  washing  them  in  invisible  soap,  pro¬ 
posed  going  to  see  one  of  the  other  directors  with  an  under¬ 
standing  that  if  he  had  no  objections  my  father  might  consider 
his  proposition  accepted.  Father  was  introduced.  The  Direc¬ 
tor  thought  him  rather  young  but  he  presumed,  probably  father 
was  “abundantly  qualified  to  teach  the  childring;  there  wan  t 
no  very  good  schollards  in  the  dustric,  ’ceptin  Putney’s  and  the 
old  Preacher’s  and  ez  fur  the  preacher’s  nobody  cared  nothin’ 
fer  them  no-how.  My  Bob  knows  nothin  in  geogatory  but  i 
should  like  fer  him  to  learn  to  be  good  enough  arithmuticer  to 
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know  how  to  count  interest  on  money.”  Father  satisfied  him  as 
to  the  qualifications  in  that  branch  of  education  and  the  bargain 
was  concluded. 

Father  was  to  open  school  on  the  following  iVIonday  inorn- 
ing.  He  stopped  with  Putney,  Director  No.  1,  and  was  at  the 
school  house  bright  and  early  Monday  morning.  The  school 
house  stood  in  an  open  woods  pasture,  surrounded  with  and 
nearly  over-shadowed  by  forest  oaks,  some  of  them  sending 
out  great  arms  20-30  feet  and  with  bodies  six,  eight  and  ten 
feet  in  girth.  Great  trunks,  the  old  generation,  lay  scattered 
around,  some  of  them  so  far  gone  in  decay  as  to  present  only 
ridges  covered  with  leaves  and  underbrush. 

The  house  stood  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Putney’s, 
the  nearest  dwelling,  about  ten  paces  from  the  road  and  over  a 
double  staked  and  ridered  fence  10  rails  high.  An  embankment 
of  dirt  had  been  thrown  up  around  the  outside  to  keep  the 
winter  winds  from  circulating  too  freely  under  the  floor.  It 
had  been  newly  chinked  with  blocks  of  wood  and  daubed  with 
common  clay  mortar  through  which  was  a  sprinkling  of  oat 
straw  to  bind  it  together.  There  was  not  a  crack  in  the  whole 
wall  that  one  could  run  one’s  hand  through  and  the  holes  in 
each  and  every  broken  pane  of  glass  had  been  well  mended  with 
scraps  of  old  waste  copy-books  and  wheat  flour  paste.  The 
room  was  18  feet  square,  clear  of  the  walls.  On  all  four  sides 
was  one  window  of  8x10  glass,  2  panes  high  and  8  panes  long. 
Writing  desks  ranged  on  all  4  sides,  facing  to  the  center,  and 
ranging  beside  the  desks  were  benches  of  sawed  slabs  support¬ 
ed  individually  by  four  rough  hewn  legs.  The  door  hung  on 
wooden  hinges,  closed  with  a  wooden  latch.  The  walls  were 
unplastered  but  the  ceiling  was  plastered  with  lime  mortar  and 
was  so  high  that  father  couldn’t  tough  it  with  his  head  on  tip¬ 
toes  in  any  part  of  the  room,  though  on  the  east  side  and  S.  E. 
corner  it  was  6  or  7  inches  lower  than  on  the  opposite  side  and 
corner.  A  rickety  box  stove,  with  three  iron  legs  and  a  big 
boulder  as  a  substitute  for  the  fourth  and  missing  one,  stood  in 
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the  center  of  the  room,  and  the  smoke  of  a  chill  morning,  that 
didn't  escape  at  a  villainous  crack  in  the  top  plate,  went  out 
with  a  whiff  from  the  little  chimney  that  stood  on  the  one  side 
at  least  four  bricks  high  and  on  the  other  two  or  three,  above 
the  ridge  poles  of  the  house. 

Father  seated  himself  facing  the  door  to  meet  his  pupils  as 
they  came  in.  The  first  were  four  large  girls,  burly  and  stern 
looking,  all  dressed  in  new  linsey-woolsey  of  the  same  identical 
stripe,  and  in  calico  aprons,  new  and  of  the  same  figure  and 
patterns,  and  half  mitts  of  wool  and  of  home  manufacture. 
Father  recognized  them  as  sisters  of  Bob,  son  of  Director  No. 
2,  and  he  could  but  wonder  if  they,  too,  were  ambitious  to  be¬ 
come  “arithmeticers.” 

Next  came  Thomas  William  Putney  and  in  his  wake  his  sister 
Li  zzie,  who  in  the  nice  new  calico  with  bright  morning  face 
father  would  certainly  have  thought  rather  pretty  could  he  only 
not  have  remembered  his  early  impression  when  he  first  saw  her 
struggling  with  the  goose  at  the  back  bars. 

Next  came  a  young  girl  with  a  bright,  bold  face — dressed  in 
a  store  bonnet,  store  shoes  and  a  black  silk  dress  with  a  flounce. 
Shrine  of  the  Mighty,  he  couldn’t  help  trembling;  she  had  a 
new  carpet  satchel  and  four  large  books — the  classics  of  course, 
he  could  but  suppose.  Next  came  the  minister’s  three  boys  in 
close  fitting  blue  cloth  with  brass  buttons  and  fine  looking 
boys  they  were  too.  It  was  now  time  for  exercise.  Father  first 
addressed  himself  to  the  flounced  silk  and  upon  examination  of 
her  books,  if  you  please,  just  pause  and  fancy  his  feelings !  The 
first  was  an  ingenious  and  labored  theory  by  a  German  savant 
upon  the  “Origin  of  the  Human  Races,”  an  heirloom — dark, 
dim,  dusty  and  musty;  the  second  a  treatise  upon  the  “Art  of 
Dyeing  in  Wool  and  Cloth”;  the  third,  “Fox’s  Book  of  Mar¬ 
tyrs”;  the  fourth,  “Yuoalt  on  the  Horse.” 

Father  turned  around  toward  the  door  only  just  in  time  to 
see  a  shy  little  midget  of  a  girl  subside  on  the  lonely  end  of  a 
bench  in  the  farthest  corner  of  the  room.  She  sat  pale  and  trem- 
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bling  in  her  little  hood  and  with  her  calico  dinner  bag  yet  hang¬ 
ing  on  her  arm.  An  eye  of  idle  curiosity  now  centered  upon  her 
by  everyone  in  the  room.  Father  approached  her  gently  and 
removing  her  hood  and  dinner-bag  appropriated  them  to  a  peg 
in  the  wall  just  over  her  head.  Though  the  day  was  a  chilly  ' 
one  in  November  she  wore  a  second  mourning  calico  dress  with¬ 
out  sleeves.  Her  curls  were  beautiful — very  beautiful — her 
eyes,  such  as  visit  one  in  dreams — a  poet’s  ideal — her  whole  self 
quite  out  of  keeping  with  her  dress.  Father  placed  his  hand 
gently  upon  her  head  and  addressing  her  as  his  little  dear,  and 
asked  her  if  she  had  come  to  school  to  learn.  He  saw  the  other 
children  look  at  each  other  and  upon  the  instant  he  divined  that 
the  child  had  a  story  to  tell. 

From  the  window  he  saw  in  the  front  yard  a  sorry  looking 
boy  and  a  very  gawky  looking  girl  about  the  age  of  twelve  and 
sixteen,  the  girl  the  younger  of  the  two,  contending  with  each 
other  over  which  should  last  enter  the  room.  He  opened  and 
invited  them  in,  the  girl  came  first.  She  hung  her  arms  down 
her  sides  like  the  useless  limbs  depending  from  the  shoulders  ot 
a  limber  jack  and  with  an  attitude  a  little  inclining  forward  and 
dropping  herself  perpendicularly  and  heavily  down  upon  a  seat 
like  a  great  mass  of  putty  she  opened  the  alligator  jaws  of  her 
satchel  and  there  fell  upon  the  desk  before  her  a  well-worn  copy 
of  “McGuffy’s  Rhetorical  Guide”  above  an  open  page  of  which, 
in  less  time  than  one  could  have  said  “Jack  Robinson”  her  dull 
heavy  face  hung,  as  the  broad  and  expressionless  face  of  the 
full  moon,  upon  a  hazy  night,  looks  down  upon  a  turnip  patch. 
The  boy  seated  himself  slowly  like  one  at  his  mother’s  funeral 

or  with  the  mock,  ridiculous  gravity  of  a  petit  juryman  or  a 
country  justice.  They  were  the  “drunkard’s”  children.  Old  Tom 
Dillon,  their  father,  was  accounted  a  very  low  character  and 
bad  man.  In  early  life  he  had  married  a  worthy  good  girl  but 
the  charmed  cup  had  wooed  him  astray  and  from  a  man  of  re¬ 
puted  respectability  he  had  become  gradually  transformed  to 
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such  a  brute  that  he  was  the  terror  of  the  country  for  miles 
around. 

More  pupils  had  come  in  and  father  commenced  arranging 
the  classes.  The  Stimson  girls — the  "arithmeticers,”  had  two 
copies  of  Murray’s  old  English  Reader  and  Lizzie  Putney, 
daughter  of  Director  No.  One,  had  another  and  since  these  were 
the  only  books  in  the  house  except  Sally  Dillon’s  lone  copy  of 
“McGuffy’s  Rhetorical  Guide,”  that  were  at  all  adapted  for 
school  exercises  for  advanced  pupils,  father  decided  that  it 
should  be  used  by  them  and  that  those  less  advanced  should  use 
"Webster’s  Elementary  Spelling  Book.”  There  were  nine  in 
this  first  class  with  only  three  books  and  in  the  second  class 
thirteen  with  four  books.  The  minister’s  three  boys  had  copies 
of  "Kirkham’s  Grammar”  and  "Mitchell’s  Common  School 
Geography.” 

The  first  class  in  reading  was  called  to  the  floor  and  Lizzie 
Putney,  with  face  blushing  up  to  her  ears,  took  a  place  in  the 
middle  of  the  class  beside  her  brother.  Maretia,  one  of  the 
four  Stimson  sisters,  marched  cooly  to  the  head  of  the  class, 
while  Sarah  Dillon  slouched  on  tip-toe  to  the  very  foot.  Martha 
was  a  very  good  reader  but  with  father’s  ability  at  reading 
character  he  speedily  formed  an  opinion  that  she  was  a  bold, 
selfish,  conceited  girl  and  might  possibly  breed  mischeef  in  the 
school.  Lizzie  Putney  had  a  sweet  voice  that  was  true.  It 
trembled  very  much  but  she  emphasized,  inflected,  deflected  and 
enunciated  with  an  elegance  and  unschooled  naturalness  that 
quite  astonished  father.  Sally  Dillon  read  just  as  she  walked — 
right  straight  ahead,  regardless  of  punctuations,  with  a  dead 
enunciation  as  if  she  held  quick-silver  in  her  mouth  and  then  ar 
the  close  of  her  verse,  down  came  her  voice  with  a  “kerplunk” 
like  putty  upon  a  slab. 

Sam  Dillon  had  never  been  to  school  before,  although  he  was 
then  sixteen  years  old;  but  since  in  some  way  he  had  gained  a 
knowledge  of  most  of  the  alphabetical  characters,  father  under¬ 
took,  something  to  the  amusement  of  the  remainder  of  the 
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school,  the  task  of  initiating  him  into  the  mysteries  of  combining 
letters  into  syllables  and  syllables  into  words.  He  was  a  droll¬ 
looking  boy,  wearing  blue  jeans  pantaloons  with  legs  of  bag¬ 
like  capaciousness,  stuffed  into  the  tops  of  his  boots— a  double- 
breasted  blue  jeans  vest,  ornamented  with  four  rows  of  over¬ 
grown  pantaloon  buttons  a  red  Jeans  wampus — a  loose  shirt 
of  a  thing,  open  in  front  and  buttoned  at  the  top  with  a  horn 
button  as  big  as  a  Spanish  silver  dollar.  When  unrolled  it  would 
have  leached  nearly  to  the  hips,  but  it  was  usually  worn  rolled 
up  at  the  bottom  and  tied  tightly  in  front  by  its  two  free  corners. 
He  wore  his  dark  coaise  hair  so  long  that  it  reached  nearly  to 
his  shoulders  and  it  was  dead  like,  split  and  faded  at  the  ends. 
Hjs  features  were  coarse  and  heavy,  his  eyes  dull,  deep-set,  lus¬ 
terless  and  slow  in  their  movements.  In  brief,  in  his  ensemble, 
he  was  what  a  Yankee  woman  would  have  called  “most  a  mor¬ 
tal  homely  boy.”  Father  gave  him  such  encouragement  as  he 
thought  was  suited  to  his  case  and  assured  him  that  if  he  were 
studious  he  might  yet,  in  degree,  redeem  his  wasted  years  and 
make  a  good  scholar. 

Kitty  Runkle,  the  flounced  silk,  insisted  upon  reading  in  her 
work  upon  the  “Origin  of  the  Human  Races,”  and  father  con¬ 
cluded  for  the  time  to  humor  her  fancy. 

Seating  himself,  he  called  upon  the  quiet  little  chick  in  curls 
and  short  sleeves.  She  approached  him  timidly;  but  coming 
close  up  beside  him  he  put  his  arm  gently  around  her  waist  and 
asked  her  if  she  knew  her  letters.  He  found  she  did  and  could 
read  in  McGuffy’s  first  reader  which  she  now  produced  from  a 
side  pocket  in  the  skirt  of  her  dress.  She  laid  the  book  upon 
his  lap,  and  leaned  her  little  bare  white  arms  on  his  knee.  She 
raised  her  eyes  meltingly  up  to  his  and  a  diapason  of  their  de¬ 
licious  poetry  thrilled  along  the  strings  of  his  heart.  Her  name 
was  Marguerita.  Marguerita  !  A  Pearl !  throughout  the  pages 
of  sacred  history  can  a  name  be  found  more  apropos  by  design 
than  the  simple  name  of  Marguerita,  fallen  to  her  by  chance. 

At  half  past  ten  father  gave  the  boys  the  customary  recess. 
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He  overheard  Sam  Dillon,  as  the  boys  gathered  in  a  group  be¬ 
hind  the  house,  say  that  he  would  be  “gol  derned  ef  he  didn’t 
come  to  school  the  whole  winter,  and  ef  there  was  such  a  thing 
written  in  all  the  blessed  Bible,  he  was  bound  to  be  in  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Reader  and  read  like  Liz  Putney  in  less  than  two  months.” 
Turning  around  father  saw  him  standing  up  straight  in  his  boots 
and  the  first  awakening  fires  of  latent  force  of  character  blazing 
in  every  lineament  of  his  features.  But  his  outspoken  resolution 
was  the  cause  of  much  merriment  among  the  rest  of  the  pupils. 
“Like  Liz  Putney.  Whoa  now,  Sam  Dillon,  won’t  you  whoa?” 
shouted  one  of  them.  “Hurra!  Hurra!  Hurra!”  another. 
“Go  it,  Sam,”  and  one  and  all  struck  out  upon  an  animated  re¬ 
frain  at  his  expense.  Sam  didn’t  change  color  but  without  stir¬ 
ring  from  his  tracks  he  uttered  determinedly,  half  defiantly, 
“Never  mind!  Never  mind!”  Father  rapped  upon  the  window 
sash  with  the  back  of  a  book  and  the  boys  came  flocking  in  but 
Sam  Dillon  walked  faster  and  held  his  head  up  higher  than  he 
did  upon  entering  in  the  morning.  Father  gave  the  girls  a  re¬ 
cess  and  he  was  amused  to  see  how  devoted  Martha  Stimson 
was  to  Marguerita  and  what  a  passion  she  flew  into  when  taunt¬ 
ed  by  the  accusation  that  she  was  making  a  fuss  over  her  “jist 
’cause  she  thought  it  would  please  the  master.”  She  retorted 
with  spirit  upon  the  accuser  saying  Kit  Runkle  needn’t  be  un¬ 
easy  for  she  would  bet  her  life  that  she  couldn’t  catch  the  mas¬ 
ter  if  she  wore  her  mother’s  old  moth  eaten  bounced  silk  dress 
the  whole  winter  through. 

After  recess  the  classes  read  again;  the  English  reader  class; 
the  spelling  book  class;  Marguerita  in  McGuffy  and  Kit  Runkle, 
this  time,  a  lengthened,  linked-sausage-liked  dissertation,  recipe 
and  all,  from  her  treatise  upon  the  “Art  of  Dyeing  in  Wool  and 
Cloth.”  Then  came  the  recitations  in  Grammar,  Geography  by 
the  Welsh  minister’s  boys,  who  amused  father  not  a  little  by 
their  distorted  provincialism,  reminding  him  forcibly  of  Shake¬ 
speare’s  Sir  Hugh  Evans  in  his  “Merry  Wives  of  Windsor.” 
The  spelling  class  was  called  and  Martha  Stimson,  true  to  her 
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selfish  nature,  marched  straight  for  the  head  of  the  class.  Lizzie 
Putney  somewhat  lower  down,  while  Johnny  Stoner,  a  good  na- 
tuied,  broad  faced,  easy  going  bobsled  of  a  boy,  tumbled  in  at 
the  foot  even  below  the  stupid,  sluggish  Sally  Dillon. 

Father  gave  out  the  word  “baker,”  and  before  Martha  Stim- 
son  could  collect  her  breath,  Johnny  bawled  out  in  broad  Ger¬ 
man  pronunciation  “Bay-ah-tsay-kah-ay-err — baker.”  The  grav¬ 
ity  of  the  whole  school  was  not  only  upset,  but  turned  complete¬ 
ly  topsy-turvy;  with  the  single  exception  of  Sally  Dillon,  who, 
making  a  tampon  of  her  fist,  went  through  the  same  gyratory 
contortions  of  a  snake  trying  to  swallow  something  only  just  a 
little  too  large  for  the  utmost  possible  capacity  of  its  mouth. 

After  having  dismissed  for  noon,  Thomas  William  Putney 
brought  father  his  dinner  basket  of  one  thin  slice  of  dried  beef 
sandwiched  between  two  nice  pieces  of  buttered  bread,  one  large 
pickled  cucumber,  a  saucer  of  nice  pumpkin  butter,  one  over- 
giown  piece  of  minced  pie  and  by  the  way  of  dessert,  two  apples 
of  a  vanety  as  large,  luscious,  inviting  and  rich  in  flavor  as  any 
ever  grown  in  the  gardens  of  the  classical  Hesperides.  Father 
took  his  dinner  within  doors  in  silence  while  from  out  the  win¬ 
dows  he  watched  the  groupings  of  the  pupils,  their  sports  and 
guessed  from  their  pantomime,  the  topics  of  conversation.  Tie 
could  see  that  Kit  Runkle  was  tantalizing  Martha  Stimson  about 
her  feigned  attachment  for  Marguerita  and  that  from  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  Kit  and  her  forced  hilarity,  she  believed  the  master  had 
all  the  time  an  eye  upon  her  own  bewitching  self. 

When  school  took  up,  father  found  all  the  girls,  excepting 
Lizzy  Putney,  had  wet  her  hair  at  the  brook  and  combed  it 
down  tightly  to  their  heads,  but  unfortunately  for  poor  Sally 
Dillon  who  had  come  last  into  school,  immediately  upon  her 
crown  stood  like  a  “crista  Galli,”  a  fragment  of  an  oak  leaf 
broader  and  larger  than  the  great  round  seal  of  her  dear  native 
state.  She  sat  on  a  small  low  seat  beside  the  stove  with  the 
little  pupils,  looking  as  complacent,  and  contented,  happy  and 
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innocent  as  a  cat  roasting  and  purring  in  front  of  a  big  hickory 
fire. 

There  was  something  of  sameness  in  the  exercises  of  the 
afternoon  when  compared  to  those  of  the  morning.  Martha 
Stimson  stood  at  the  head  of  the  first  reading  class;  Lizzie  Put¬ 
ney’s  sweet  voice  trembled  less  perceptibly;  Sally  Dillon  mum¬ 
bled  her  sentences;  Sam  Dillon  studied  incessantly  and  the  fires 
of  an  unalterable  purpose  were  playing  over  his  features  like  the 
protean  changes  of  an  aurora.  Marguerita  leaned  again  upon 
his  knee  and  looked  up  into  his  eyes  and  Kit  Runkle  in  her 
“bounce”  read  a  lengthy  dissertation  from  “Yuoatt  on  the 
Horse.” 

Before  dismissing  school,  father  represented  to  the  pupils 
the  importance  of  system  and  classification  in  all  labors  and 
efforts,  but  of  the  more  particular  importance  of  system  in  com¬ 
mon  school  instruction  and  pressed  upon  them  the  palpable  ne¬ 
cessity  of  furnishing  themselves  with  a  different  set  of  books. 
For  Readers  he  recommended  “McGuffy’s  Series”;  for  Arith¬ 
metic,  “Smith’s”;  for  Geographies,  “Mitchell’s”;  for  Spellers, 
“Webster’s”  and  for  Grammar  “Murrays.”  He  told  them 
that  each  and  every  one  of  them  must  get  just  such  books  and 
no  others;  and  to  obviate  all  difficulties  and  delays,  as  he  was 
himself  going  to  town  that  night,  he  would  bring  a  sufficient 
number  of  books  for  the  whole  school  and  those  who  needed 
them  must  have  them,  those  who  could  not  pay  immediately 
could  pay  him  as  they  could  make  it  convenient.  He  heard  but 
little  complaining  but  when  he  told  them  that  all  who  could 
read  in  the  English  Reader  must  consent  to  take  up  the  study 
of  Grammar,  Geography  and  Arithmetic,  Martha  Stimson  cooly 
told  him  she  would  study  whatever  she  pleased  and  nothing 
else.  He  argued  with  her  but  little  for  she  was  not  one  of  the 
kind  to  be  coerced,  so  he  let  her  “reel  out  the  rope.”  She  re¬ 
fused  to  give  in  but  believing  her  to  be  not  a  pickerel  or  a  trout, 

but  a  carp  he  let  her  reel  on,  but  fancy  his  surprise  on  a  morning 
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thereafter  when  he  was  thinking  only  of  his  other  books,  she 
turned  up  to  the  surface  as  pliant  and  resistless  as  an  eel. 

Next  morning  he  was  visited  by  old  Runkle — the  father  of 
Kit,  who  told  him  in  round  terms  that  he  wanted  no  “new  fan- 
gled  notions  interduced  in  that  schule.  He  didn’t  want  him  to 
teach  Kitty  to  say  “going”  and  “coming”  and  “schuling”  nor 
any  other  sort  of  “ing” ;  that  he  had  never  been  to  schule  hisself 
but  that  he  had  been  larnt  to  say  “goin”  and  “comin”  and 
“schulin”  and  that  was  good  enough  fer  him  and  his’n  and  fur¬ 
thermore,  his  Kitty  had  bukes  big  enough  for  her  or  fur  father 
either.  Fur  that  matter  if  she  larnt  to  read  them  thru  and  thru 
hed  venter  but  she  could  read  anything  else  that  was  set  before 
her.  He  wan’t  goin  to  buy  her  any  more  anyway  and  if  he 
didn’t  like  it  she  cud  stay  to  hum  and  help  her  muther  for  her 
muther  wan’t  so  very  stout  anyway.” 

Father  didn’t  stop  to  argue  but  told  him  that  he  had  certain 
rules  laid  down  for  governing  his  school;  that  these  rules  were 
written  down  and  should  be  read  daily  to  the  pupils  for  one 
week  and  weekly  thereafter,  or  more  often  if  circumstances 
seemed  to  demand.  That  those  rules  were  rules  of  his  own 
choice  and  framing — written  in  his  own  hand  and  were  right, 
just  and  necessary,  in  his  belief.  That  they  were  to  be  as  irre¬ 
vocable  as  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians  and  that  he 
would  enforce  them  immediately  and  continue  them  in  force 
even  if  they  were  the  cause  of  dwindling  his  school  down  to 
the  number  of  the  Muses  and  Graces. 

Mr.  Runkle  must  have  liked  father’s  pluck  anyway  and  be¬ 
fore  he  left  he  handed  him  the  money  for  a  Geography,  Gram¬ 
mar,  Arithmetic  and  Reader  “fur  his  Kitty.”  The  rest  all  fell 
in  line  and  in  less  than  a  moon-change  he  had  the  best  organized 
school  in  the  township. 

Father  boarded  the  first  two  weeks  with  Putney,  Director 
Number  One.  When  he  came  in  the  evening  of  the  first  day, 
Mrs.  Putney  met  him  with  a  shy,  somewhat  embarrassed  and 
quiet  grace,  at  the  front  door.  She  gave  him  her  right  hand, 
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in  the  custom  of  the  country,  as  a  token  of  welcome,  and  ushered 
him  with  a  plain  ceremony  into  a  neat,  cosy  little  sitting  room 
where  a  bright  fire,  a  large  arm  chair  with  rockers  and  a  love 
of  a  foot-stool  together  with  some  other  needed  appurtenances 
had  been  placed  for  his  own  special  comfort  and  convenience. 
Thomas  William,  a  shy  but  sensible  boy,  invited  him  out  to  sup¬ 
per.  The  fare  was  epicurean  and  smoking  hot.  Father  was 
motioned  to  the  head  of  the  little  octagon  table;  Putney  closed 
up  to  the  right,  his  wife  to  the  left,  Thomas  and  Lizzie  on  the 
opposite  side.  Thomas  William  folded  his  arms  across  his 
breast  and  bowed  his  head;  Lizzie  resting  gracefully  upon  her 
left  foot  placed  the  hand  of  the  same  side  beneath  the  elbow 
opposite,  while  with  the  not  uncomely  tapering  fingers  of  her 
right  hand  she  hooded  her  face  and  eyes  with  a  meek  nun-like 
devotion  that  was  irresistibly  winning.  The  mother  stood  erect, 
with  head  slightly  reclining  while  the  father  with  his  big  honest 
looking  hands  resting  on  the  chair  before  him,  turned  his  face 
toward  God  and  returned  thanks  for  the  continued  manifesta¬ 
tions  of  his  all-goodness  and  grace.  His  voice  was  richer  and 
deeper  in  cadence  and  sincerity  than  any  father  had  before 
heard  in  many  months  or  in  his  whole  lifetime.  With  his  un¬ 
stable,  homeless  life,  which  fortune  compelled  him  to  lead,  he 
had  not  for  many  months  been  even  a  witness  to  a  scene  like 
this  and  there  was  something  in  its  natural  unstudied  simplicity 
which  so  reminded  him  of  the  maternal  example  of  his  earlier 
years  that  at  its  close  he  almost  feared  to  open  his  closed  eyes 
lest  the  effect  “might  jar  the  heart-cups  over-fulness.”  It  was 
a  scene  to  be  remembered.  He  trembled  and  grew  weak.  It 
affected  him  very  deeply,  and  he  could  scarcely  eat  his  supper, 
really  feeling  glad  when  he  found  himself  again  alone  in  the 
arm  chair  in  the  little  sitting  room.  He  was  joined  early  in  the 
evening  by  his  host,  who  was  a  firm,  portly,  serious  man,  who 
had  in  his  day  seen  something  of  the  great  world.  Later  in  the 
evening  as  conversation  flagged  he  called  to  Lizzie  and  bade 
her  come  and  entertain  them  by  readings  from  her  new  Reposi- 
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tory.  It  was  the  “Ladies  Repository” — the  handbook  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Methodist  literature.  She  came  with  her  mother  and 
brother  and  seating  herself  beside  a  marble-topped  gothic  light 
stand  she  presently  turned  to  a  biographical  sketch  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Cooper  by  Doctor  Edward  Thompson  of  the  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University— an  article  that  had  once  before  made 
him  weep  when  on  a  poetically  pleasant  Sabbath  morning  he  had 
heard  it  read  from  the  manuscript  in  the  low  quiet  voice  of  the 
Author  in  the  University  Chapel.  But  he  saw  more  beauty  and 
pathos  in  it  when  it  came  in  an  hour  which  in  itself  with  his  sur¬ 
roundings  was  sufficient  to  awaken  in  one  so  impressible  as 
father  a  spirit  of  devotion  when  it  came  in  such  an  hour  from 
the  “ripe,  rich  lips  of  Woman!”  The  mournful  spirit  of  the 
piece  welled  up  from  the  great  depths  of  Lizzie’s  heart,  the 
words  rippled  with  a  musical  limpidity  over  her  ivory  teeth,  like 
the  clear,  pure  water  of  the  mountain  riverlet  over  pebbles  of 
pearl  and  her  periods  were  rounded  off  with  the  dream-like  de¬ 
liciousness  of  distant  symphonies  dying  over  a  moon-lit  sea  ! 

Later  still  in  the  evening  came  family  devotion  in  the  family 
sitting  room;  the  reading  of  a  portion  of  LVII  Psalm  from  the 
VII  to  XI  verse  inclusive.  All  his  life  father  remembered  it  as 
it  were  but  yesterday;  then  a  hymn  from  the  Methodist  collec¬ 
tion — “When  Quiet  in  my  House  I  sit,”  with — would  one  have 
expected  it? — bass,  tenor,  soprano  and  alto  and  accompanied 
with  Lizzie’s  lingers  upon  the  harp.  Mortal  man  was  seldom 
or  never  more  astonished  than  father  on  that  occasion.  It  was 
an  occasion  altogether  new  to  him.  He  knew  but  little  of  the 
world  outside  of  the  rude  community  in  which  he  had  been 
reared,  for  at  that  time  he  was  as  beardless  as  on  the  morning 
when  his  eyes  first  looked  out  upon  the  light  of  the  world,  hav¬ 
ing  barely  turned  his  fifteenth  year.  After  devotion  was  con¬ 
cluded,  Thomas  William  lighted  him  to  bed  in  a  room  adjoin¬ 
ing  his  sitting  room.  He  laid  him  down  upon  his  bed  that 
night  with  his  breast  burning  with  high  aims,  ambitions,  nobler 
purposes,  resolves,  with  purer  aspirations  than  he  had  ever  felt 
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before;  with  a  heart  elevated,  strengthened,  toned,  purified, 
bettered. 

Putney  had  in  his  time  stood  upon  classic  ground.  Born 
of  poor  parents  and  reared  among  the  high,  wild,  chill  hills  ot 
Caledonia  in  youth  he  had  joined  a  strolling  company  of  play¬ 
ers,  with  whom  he  had  made  a  tour  of  Britain  and  resting  upon 
hopes  of  his  individual  merits,  he  wandered  through  France  to 
Italy  and  strummed  his  instrument  for  pastime  or  for  scanty 
coin,  by  cottage  and  by  palace  door — along  the  tinted  hills  of 
Arna’s  lovely  vale;  through  the  convent  groves  of  Vallembrosa 
and  at  midnight  by  moonlight  among  the  broken  arches,  the 
fallen  columns,  the  moss  covered  ruins,  along  deserted  streets 
within  the  very  walls  of  the  Colosseum  of  once  Imperial  Rome. 
He  wandered  wretchedly  over  the  continent,  the  bitterness  ot 
his  poverty  despoiling  the  haunts  of  story  of  all  their  grandeur, 
poetry  and  half  their  glory.  His  parents  were  now  dead  and 
America  wooed  him  as  the  Elysium  of  his  hopes.  He  visited 
the  seaboard  cities  of  the  Atlantic  states.  A  little  fortune  wait¬ 
ed  upon  his  steps.  He  wTas  rambling  towards  his  lodgings 
through  a  by-lane  of  Metropolitan  New  York  on  a  chill,  very 
chill,  December  night.  A  pretty  voice,  but  trembling,  feeble, 
faint  and  low,  arrested  him  in  his  journey.  He  longed  for  sym¬ 
pathy,  was  perishing  for  love.  The  wretched  being  whose  voice 
sounded  upon  his  ear  like  the  home  melodies  of  his  youth  sought 
for  sympathy  and  was  perishing  of  neglect,  of  hunger  and  of 
cold.  Her  face  was  young  and  child-like  and  at  a  glance  he 
loved  it.  He  took  her  in  and  warmed  and  clothed  and  fed  her. 
She  was  as  his  child,  and  he  as  her  protector,  guardian,  father; 
and  she  had  need,  for  in  all  the  wide,  wide  world  she  knew  not 
if  there  were  any  living  being  a  drop  of  whose  blood  flowed  in 
her  veins.  A  strong  claim  of  mutual  sympathy  bound  them  to¬ 
gether.  She  kept  his  room  by  day  and  with  joy  and  smiles  and 
open,  eager  arms  welcomed  fervently  his  return  at  night.  Days 
wore  on,  and  months — many  months — and  the  charms  of  usher¬ 
ing  womanhood  rounded  off  her  form,  glowed  in  her  eyes,  rested 
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in  her  ringlets  and  mantled  to  her  cheeks  and  then  he  took  her 
to  his  manly  bosom  as  his  own  lawfully  wedded,  happy  wife. 
Fhey  wandered  to  the  West  and  ignoring  the  busy  world  sought 
in  the  cathedral  aisles  of  the  forest  a  sanctuary  for  their  happi¬ 
ness  and  an  asylum  from  the  wants  of  coming  years.  Peace 
awaited  their  coming,  a  slow  prosperity  their  easy  labors,  two 
heirs  of  whom  they  were  justly  proud  entwined  them  in  their 
love  and  in  their  retiracy  their  souls  found  a  breathing  expres¬ 
sion  in  music,  poetry  and  devotion  to  Him  who  is  love’s  great¬ 
est  exemplar. 

One  night  with  the  Putneys  was  a  representative  of  other 
nights.  The  same  right  hand  of  welcome  at  night,  the  same 
room  and  lire  and  chairs  and  foot-stool  and  light  stand  and  vol¬ 
umes.  Many  of  history,  biography,  travel,  of  poetry  and  song. 
The  same  good  suppers,  conversations,  readings,  devotional  ex¬ 
ercises,  music  and  the  same  but  ever  increasing,  growing, 
strengthening  resolves  that  what  was  to  be  won,  he  would  some 
day  win. 

Where  lies  the  wonder  that  flowers  grow  beautiful  in  a  rich 
and  cultivated  soil.  What  wonder  if  in  poor  soil,  if  pressed  down 
by  noxious  weeds  and  rank,  they  grow  sickly,  dwarfed,  uncome¬ 
ly,  weak,  elastic,  but  if  down  pressed  forever  and  heaven’s  dis¬ 
torted,  pale,  or  never  bloom  at  all!  Youth  is  light  shut  out, 
with  never  a  human  hand  extended  to  encourage  on,  or  lead  or 
point  the  way,  with  never  a  voice  of  wooing  to  lure  or  of  warn¬ 
ing  to  admonish  the  feeble  footsteps  from  astray,  with  never  a 
song  or  measure,  or  bar,  or  note  from  the  good  siren  to  start 
the  sluggish  life  current,  or  quicken  the  desires  or  beguile  the 
wearisomeness  of  toil,  with  never  a  rose-bud,  or  blossom  or 
flower  growing  beside  or  falling  by  chance  along  its  path;  with 
nothing  but  a  dark,  dreary,  dead  waste  behind,  over  which  it 
has  plodded  all  wearily,  its  listless,  luckless,  heavy  day;  and 
ahead  seemingly  nothing  but  what  in  its  dreariness  it  has  already 
known,  what  wonder  if  its  age  be  barred,  cold,  unfruitful  and 
withered  and  worn  and  wasted  ere  its  time ! 
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Jerome  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

History 

By  Reverend  Emory  C.  Beach. 

(Newspaper  Clipping). 

In  1883,  Amos  Beach,  Sr.,  my  grandfather,  bought  of  Star¬ 
ling  180  acres  of  land  for  $180,  in  Union  County,  east  end  of 
Jerome  Township,  Ohio.  His  land  was  covered  with  a  dense 
forest,  as  was  the  land  for  miles  on  all  sides.  At  this  time  there 
were  few  settlers  in  the  eastern  part  of  Jerome  Township,  but 
a  number  of  families  had  located  in  the  western  part  near  Plain 
City,  along  Darby  Creek.  The  population  of  Jerome  Town¬ 
ship  was  321;  Marysville,  142;  Dublin,  96. 

Nearly  all  of  these  pioneers  from  Vermont  were  Methodists 
and  soon  after  they  were  settled,  they  organized  a  Methodist 
Class  and  Sunday  School.  Titus  Dort  was  their  class  leader 
for  years.  They  built  a  log  church  and  arranged  for  a  pastor. 
The  land  on  which  they  located  along  Darby  Creek  was  low, 
flat  and  wet.  Much  sickness  afflicted  them.  In  1823,  there 
was  a  very  severe  epidemic  of  sickness.  Two  of  Amos  Beach’s 
sisters  and  a  brother-in-law,  other  relatives,  and  many  neigh¬ 
bors  were  swept  away  in  death. 

The  new  location  that  he  had  selected  for  a  home  was  more 
like  his  old  Vermont  home,  clay  soil,  rolling  hills,  and  waving 
trees. 

In  1883,  there  went  with  him  to  Jerome  his  wife,  Judith 
Beebe  Beach,  his  sons  Henry,  Kilbourne,  Horace,  Ambrose  and 
Amos;  his  daughter  Julany,  some  of  his  former  Vermont 
friends,  the  Dorts,  the  Hallocks,  the  Perrys,  and  some  of  the 
Converses. 

One  of  the  first  needs  was  a  house  to  live  in.  He  built  h;s 
log  cabin  on  the  hill  back  of  the  place  where  Collier’s  tan  yard 
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was  afterwards  located,  not  far  from  where  the  Presbyterian 
Church  wTas  built. 

About  this  time,  1833,  two  devoted  Methodist  families  came 
from  Virginia,  and  settled  about  two  miles  west  of  Jerome.  One 
was  the  Joseph  Wells  family,  the  other  was  the  Jacob  Frederick 
family.  Jacob  Frederick  had  married  Martha  Wells  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  they  are  my  maternal  grandparents  and  helped  to 
start  the  Jerome  Methodist  Church. 

In  1834,  the  year  after  he  came  to  Jerome,  Grandfather 
Beach  gave  to  the  people  a  burial  ground.  He  named  it  “The 
Pleasant  Hill  Cemetery." 

In  1842,  the  Log  Church  was  built.  It  stood  on  the  South¬ 
west  corner  of  the  cemetery,  facing  south.  The  entrance  to 
the  church  was  where  the  graves  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Ash- 
baugh  are  now  located.  With  other  school  children,  I  have 
played  in  it  and  around  it,  as  the  roof  was  caving  in  and  the  big 
logs  wTere  falling  apart.  It  was  a  big  sentinel  keeping  watch 
over  the  graves  of  those  who  had  worshiped  at  its  altar. 

In  1853,  the  Presbyterian  Church  was  built  on  a  hill  a  little 
north  of  where  the  log  church  stood,  which  was  still  in  use  by 
the  Methodists.  My  father  and  his  brother  Ambrose  built  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  While  working  on  the  interior  an  epi¬ 
demic  broke  out  among  the  children.  They  died  so  fast  that 
the  carpenters  stopped  work  on  the  church,  and  in  the  church, 
made  coffins  night  and  day.  My  mother  helped  trim  those 
coffins. 

1  he  Methodists  held  their  Sunday  School  and  preaching  in 
the  forenoon,  the  Presbyterians  in  the  afternoon.  Many  peo¬ 
ple  attended  the  services  at  both  churches  and  the  community 
was  blessed.  No  saloon  could  exist  in  Jerome. 

The  Jerome  Methodist  Class  had  been  organized  25  years 
and  had  been  holding  their  services  for  18  years  when  they  de¬ 
cided  to  build  near  the  center  of  the  village.  In  building  the 
first  church  they  went  to  the  woods  and  cut  the  logs  and  put 
them  in  place  for  a  log  church,  now  they  go  to  the  woods,  cut 
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the  logs,  and  haul  them  to  the  mill,  to  be  sawed  into  boards  to 
build  their  frame  church.  The  walnut  lumber  used  in  the  sid- 
mg,  in  the  pews,  in  the  pulpit  platform,  and  altar  came  from 
the  woods  aiound  Jerome,  donated  by  citizens.  The  church 
was  dedicated,  Sunday,  August  15,  1860,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Warner. 

In  a  census  taken  in  1830  in  Ohio,  16  buggies  are  reported 
in  Franklin  county,  including  Columbus;  none  in  Madison  coun¬ 
ty;  none  in  Union  county.  When  I  was  a  boy  a  buggy  was  a 
novelty  and  indicated  pride.  The  settlers  did  not  have  money 
to  buy  buggies;  they  had  only  big  farm  horses  to  use;  and  they 
had  so  many  children,  and  all  went  to  church,  that  it  took  a 
farm  team  and  a  big  wagon  to  get  them  there,  over  the  bad 
roads. 

Inside  of  our  new  church  was  a  row  of  shining  pews  begin¬ 
ning  between  the  two  front  doors,  face  south,  and  extend  to 
within  four  feet  of  the  pulpit  platform,  a  row  of  shorter  pews 
runs  along  each  side,  leaving  an  aisle  from  each  door  to  the 
front.  On  each  side  of  the  church  is  a  big,  wood  burning  stove. 
On  the  walls  are  brackets  to  hold  tallow  candles.  The  pulpit 
platform  is  about  10  feet  square,  on  that  is  a  smaller  platform, 
on  that  the  altar  stands  and  chairs.  On  the  lower  platform,  in 
front  of  the  altar  stands,  is  the  Communion  Table,  around  the 
outer  edge  of  the  lower  platform  are  movable  benches  for  those 
who  came  forward  to  kneel.  We  called  them  “mourners 
benches.”  On  each  side  of  the  pulpit,  in  the  corner  are  two 
pews,  facing  the  preacher.  These  were  for  the  use  of  the 
Fathers  and  Mothers  in  Israel.  We  called  them  the  “Amen 
Corners.” 

Let  us  attend  some  of  the  Methodist  services  held  in  our  new 
church,  in  the  summer  of  1860,  75  years  ago. 

At  8:30  a.  m.,  I  can  hear  at  my  home,  nearly  a  mile  away, 
the  first  ringing  of  the  bell  for  Sunday  School.  The  children 
and  youths  are  on  the  way,  across  the  fields,  down  the  roads, 
through  the  streets.  The  idea  of  Sunday  School,  then,  was  a 
place  provided  for  young  people;  so  only  the  older  persons 
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there  were  officers  and  teachers  attended  regularly.  At  9  a.  m., 
they  begin  by  singing  some  Sunday  School  songs  in  O’Kane’s 
Book.  The  superintendent  reads  the  Scripture  and  Prays.  They 
sing  some  more,  then  take  their  places  in  the  classes.  No  uni¬ 
form  graded  lesson,  no  lesson  helps  were  then  furnished  by 
any  church.  Each  class  selected  the  Book  in  the  Bible  that  that 
class  chose  to  study.  Nearly  every  pupil  carried  with  him  to 
Sunday  School,  a  little  Bible  or  New  Testament.  The  Class 
studied  the  lesson  by  reading  a  verse  or  more,  then  discussing, 
explaining  and  applying.  At  the  close  of  the  class  the  teacher 
had  every  pupil  recite  verses  of  Scripture,  committed  to  mem¬ 
ory  in  the  past  week,  he  had  offered  a  prize  to  the  one  who  had 
recited  the  most  verses  in  a  certain  period.  Some  more  songs 
were  sung  and  the  Sunday  School  was  dismissed. 

There  was  a  short  intermission  before  preaching  at  10:00. 
The  people  had  been  coming  in  their  big  wagons  for  several 
minutes.  You  could  see  them  hitching  their  teams  to  the  rack 
and  hear  them  greeting  one  another  outside.  They  come  into 
the  Church  quietly.  The  women,  in  their  big  hoop  skirts,  look 
like  inverted  balloons.  Some  are  wearing  their  nice  new  sun- 
bonnets.  They  take  their  seats  on  the  west  side  of  the  Church, 
the  Mothers  in  Israel  go  on  up  to  their  ‘‘Amen  Corner.”  No 
males  allowed  on  that  side.  The  men  enter  in  their  heavy  boots, 
wearing  their  home-spun  clothes,  they  take  up  their  places  on 
the  East  side;  the  fathers  in  Isreal  go  on  to  the  Amen  Corner. 
No  females  allowed  on  that  side.  The  preacher  comes  in  early 
to  smile  on  the  Sunday  School.  During  the  intermission  he  has 
been  shaking  hands  with  his  members  and  friends. 

Now  the  preacher  walks  quietly  up  to  the  pulpit.  He  looks 
and  acts  like  a  man  of  God.  He  kneels  in  prayer  while  all  the 
devout  bow  their  heads.  He  arises  to  announce  the  first  hymn. 
There  is  no  choir,  no  organ,  no  hymn  books  with  tunes.  If  he 
announces  one  of  a  hundred  old  hymns  that  the  members  know 
by  heart,  like  “Come  Thou  Fount  of  Every  Blessing,”  almost 
anyone  in  the  audience  can  lead  the  singing.  If  the  preacher 
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announces  an  unfamiliar  hymn,  John  Stewart  sits  on  the  front 
seat.  He  has  taught  singing  school  and  has  the  tuning  fork 
with  him.  As  the  preacher  reads  these  hymns,  Brother  Stewart 
looks  into  his  hymn  book  to  see  what  meter  the  hymn  is,  selects 
a  tune  that  fits  the  hymn,  takes  out  of  his  pocket  his  tuning 
fork,  starts  the  prongs  vibrating,  holds  it  to  his  ear,  hums  a 
little,  gets  the  pitch,  and  is  ready  to  lead. 

As  there  are  few  hymn  books  in  the  hands  of  the  members, 
the  preacher  may  “line”  the  unfamiliar  hymn,  that  is,  read  two 
lines,  stop  until  they  sing  them,  read  two  more  and  so  on  to  the 
end  of  the  hymn. 

The  preacher  then  kneels  to  pray.  They  all  around  kneel 
with  him.  If  the  preacher  is  not  feeling  well  physically  or  spir¬ 
itually,  he  can  call  on  James  Stewart  to  substitute  for  him.  If 
there  was  any  member  of  that  church  that  could  attract  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Lord,  it  was  Brother  James  Stewart.  He  prayed 
like  a  house  afire,  using  not  only  his  voice,  but  also  his  hands, 
thumping  the  seat  where  he  was  kneeling.  The  frozen  amens 
melted  and  flowed  forth. 

The  general  class  meeting  came  after  preaching  service  at  1 1 
o’clock.  It  was  a  Christian  testimony  meeting  for  the  mem¬ 
bers.  They  were  expected  to  attend.  One  of  the  Class  Lead¬ 
ers  led  the  meeting.  He  went  to  each  one  present  and  asked  a 
religious  question,  and  spoke  a  word  of  advice  and  cheer.  The 
service  was  interspersed  with  prayer  and  song. 

Two  great  events  occurred  in  the  life  of  every  Methodist 
Church,  the  Quarterly  meeting  and  the  Winter  Revocal.  The 
Quarterly  meeting  was  held  in  some  church  in  the  Circuit,  but 
was  for  all  the  Circuit.  The  Friday  before  the  meeting  was 
designated  as  Fast  day,  a  day  for  self-examination,  meditation 
and  religious  solitude.  The  older  members  began  to  arrive  at 
the  place  of  meeting  on  Saturday  and  were  taken  to  the  homes 
of  local  members  to  be  entertained,  some  staying  until  the  last 
meeting  on  Monday. 

On  Saturday  the  Pastor  and  Presiding  Elder  arrived.  The 
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Presiding  Elder  was  not  selected  because  of  his  executive  work, 
but  for  his  spiritual  mindedness,  preaching  ability  and  evangel¬ 
istic  zeal.  I  remember  two  of  them,  Rev.  Dr.  Van  Anda  and 
Rev.  Dr.  White.  People  came  afar  and  stayed  long  to  receive 
the  blessings  of  their  ministry. 

There  was  a  preaching  service  on  Saturday  night.  The  first 
service  on  Sunday  morning  was  the  Love  Feast.  It  was  like 
the  meeting  of  Christ  and  his  Disciples  in  the  Upper  room  at 
Jerusalem.  Only  loyal,  faithful  members  were  invited.  Bread 
and  water  were  passed,  typical  of  a  Common  Brotherhood  Tes¬ 
timony,  songs  and  shouts  filled  the  room.  The  regular  shout 
leaders  on  the  happy  occasions  were  Sisters  Ashbaugh  and  Betty 
Wells.  After  the  Love  Feast,  Brother  Van  Anda  preached  one 
of  his  soul-stirring,  roof-lifting  sermons,  and  administered  the 
Sacraments  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

There  was  preaching  Sunday  night,  and  a  religious  service 
Monday  forenoon,  followed  by  a  meeting  of  the  officials  of  the 
whole  circuit.  It  was  harder  for  a  Methodist  to  backslide  when 
he  had  the  privileges  of  an  old-fashioned  Quarterly  Meeting 
four  times  a  year. 

It  was  the  custom  of  every  Methodist  preacher  to  hold  a 
“Protracted  Meeting’’  at  every  preaching  place  in  his  Circuit, 
usually  in  the  Winter  for  the  conversion  of  sinners,  the  reclam¬ 
ation  of  the  backsliders,  and  the  reviving  and  refreshing  of 
church  members.  The  revival  lasted  two  weeks;  and  longer 
if  the  interest  required. 

The  Jerome  Church  has  been  a  fountain  of  blessing  to  hun¬ 
dreds  of  homes  and  thousands  of  persons.  It  has  sent  forth 
from  its  altars  four  ministers  of  the  Gospel  that  I  know  of. 

I  hope  that  in  these  fifty-six  years  of  Christian  Ministry  I 
have  been  in  some  degree  worthy  of  being  a  representative  of 
the  Plain  City  Circuit  and  the  Jerome  Church.  I  send  Chris¬ 
tian  greetings  to  all  who  are  celebrating  this  Centennial  of  my 
Home  Church. 
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Ohio  Country  Store  Philosophers 

This  paper  was  composed  by  Dr.  John  Noble  Beach,  then  President  of 
the  Beach  Family  Association,  and  was  read  by  him  at  the  Annual  Reunion 

of  1887.  It  was  re-read  at  the  Reunion  of  1929,  by  his  daughter,  Edith' 
Beach  Rathmell. 

The  pioneer  history  of  this  part  of  Madison  County  would 
properly  be  confined  to  that  period  extending  from  the  Earliest 
Settlement  to  1830  or  1835.  Until  the  latter  date  there  had 
not  been  any  material  changes  in  the  social  or  physical  condi¬ 
tions  of  this  neighborhood.  Life,  up  to  this  time,  had  been  a 
struggle  with  the  forests  skirting  the  streams,  or  the  Malaria 

of  the  plains,  a  struggle  that  was  rewarded  with  only  a  bare 
subsistence. 

The  early  home  was  somewhat  more  comfortable,  the  home¬ 
sickness  of  the  early  settlers  had  worn  off,  and  the  dwellers  in 
this  new  country  were  more  contented,  but,  in  all  the  essentials, 
the  country  was  much  in  the  same  condition  in  1830  that  it  was 
fifteen  yeais  earlier.  Of  roads  there  were  none,  only  in  name, 
and  the  streams  were  unbridged;  of  school  houses  and  churches 
there  were  but  few,  and  they  were  of  the  rudest  construction, 
while  the  homes  of  the  people  were  log  cabins  with  only  such 
furniture  as  was  required  to  meet  absolute  wants.  Of  the  car¬ 
pets,  pictures,  paintings,  books,  musical  instruments,  and  many 
other  articles  of  taste  and  luxury  that  are  now  found  in  our 
humblest  homes,  the  country  was  absolutely  destitute  at  that 
period. 

The  real  pioneers  were  succeeded  by  men  and  women,  who 
from  1830  to  1850,  a  transition  period  from  the  simplicity  of 
pioneer  life  to  the  active,  bustling,  rushing  life  of  the  last  thirty 
years,  took  up  the  work  of  the  early  settlers  and  pushed  it  for¬ 
ward.  The  forests  were  to  be  cleared,  the  prairies  to  be  turned 
over,  fences  to  be  built,  and  the  men  of  the  period  took  hold  of 
this  work  with  a  will. 

Of  those  prominent  in  the  development  of  the  country  at  that 
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time  were  the  Beach  family,  Thomas  Kilgore,  Abijah  Carey, 
Theron  Eastman,  Ira  Finch,  John  Mann,  Charles  McCloud, 
Eliha  Knapp,  Luther  Lane,  John  Taylor,  Alvin  Harrington, 
Converse  family  and  many  others  whose  names  are  not  now  re¬ 
membered.  These  names  are  familiar  to  nearly  all  present  and 
yet  but  few  of  you  know  anything  of  what  manner  of  men  they 
were.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  give  you,  not  biograph¬ 
ical  sketches,  but  some  recollections  of  such  of  those  named  that 
I  knew  most  intimately,  a  sort  of  picture  of  the  men  as  I  knew 
them  nearly  half  a  century  ago. 

In  the  year  of  1843-4  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  a  part  of 
the  household  of  Dr.  McCloud.  At  that  time  he  was  engaged 
in  merchandising,  and  I  was  employed  to  assist  in  the  store.  Up 
to  that  time  Amity  had  been  the  principal  business  place  in  the 
County  north  of  London,  and  McCloud’s  Store  was  the  center 
of  a  large  area  of  country  that  drew  its  supplies  from  there. 
The  store  was  not  only  the  center  of  a  large  traffic,  but  it  was 
the  lounging  place  for  large  numbers  of  people  who  met  there 
to  talk  politics,  religion,  or  crop  prospects,  and  my  position 
there  for  two  years  brought  me  into  intimate  relation  with  the 
men  and  women  of  the  country  around  there  40  years  ago. 

Of  all  those  who  used  to  frequent  the  store  there  were  four 
persons  whom  I  remember  more  distinctly  than  others,  for  the 
reason,  perhaps,  that,  for  months,  scarcely  a  day  would  pass 
without  them  all  being  there.  They  were  all  of  strong  individ¬ 
ual  characteristics,  entirely  unlike  in  temperament,  always  an¬ 
tagonistic,  and  yet  each  possessing  qualities  attractive  to  the 
others,  and  securing  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  others.  They 
were  Dr.  McCloud,  Alvin  Harrington,  John  Mann  and  Samuel 
Flint.  The  three  last  named  were  almost  daily  visitors  to  the 
store  and  scarcely  ever  met  without  a  controversy  usually  on 
politics.  All  of  the  group  were  Whigs  but  Flint,  who  was  an 
uncompromising  Democrat.  They  were  all  men  of  intelligence, 
well  posted  in  political  matters,  as  well  as  men  could  be  who 
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were  diligent  readers  of  the  O.  S.  Journal,  the  Ohio  Statesman 
and  the  National  Intelligence. 

I  used  to  listen  for  hours  to  the  controversies  of  these  men. 
and,  having  fullest  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  Harrington  and 
McCloud,  I  was  surprised  that  Flint  was  so  blind  that  he  would 
not,  or  could  not,  see  the  truth. 

These  discussions  were  not  always  calm  or  cool.  Politics 
then  stirred  the  people  as  they  have  never  been  stirred  since. 
We  occasionally  have  large  political  meetings  in  the  cities  in 
these  latter  days,  but  most  of  them,  the  result  of  boodle,  are 
made  to  order.  Excursion  rates,  with  bands  of  music  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  candidates  attract  crowds  who  go  because  it  is  so 
little  trouble,  so  little  expense  and  so  little  loss  of  time. 

In  ’40  and  ’44  we  had  larger  crowds  made  up  of  people  who 
would  ride  half  across  the  State  on  horse  back  or  in  wagons, 
being  gone  from  home  several  days.  At  that  time  the  stump 
was  the  great  political  educator,  today  it  is  the  newspaper;  then 
the  voters  went  to  political  meetings  for  instructions  from  lead¬ 
ers,  local,  or  those  widely  known;  today  we  turn  to  the  daily 
paper  for  information. 

Well,  this  heated  condition  of  the  public  mind  made  political 
discussions,  even  of  the  chimney  corner  kind,  matters  of  great 
interest  to  us  and  I  never  tired  of  hearing  these  men  talk.  Of 
course  they  often  got  excited,  angry,  and  I  have  often  heard 
Mr.  Flint,  who  was  red-headed,  say  to  some  one  of  the  others, 
“you’re  a  liar.”  On  such  occasions,  when  they  had  been  par¬ 
ticularly  acrimonious  and  had  parted  in  bad  humor,  I  would 
think  the  visitors  would  not  come  back  again  very  soon,  but  the 
next  day  or  evening  they  would  all  be  present,  smiling,  and  the 
best  of  friends. 

Of  this  group,  John  Mann  was  probably  the  oldest.  As  I 
remember  him,  he  was  about  medium  height,  rather  stout,  clean 
shaved  and  always  well  dressed.  Although  not  wealthy,  his 
business  afforded  an  income  sufficient  for  his  wants,  and  allow¬ 
ing  him  much  leisure.  He  was  a  man  of  general  information 
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and  positive  opinions,  and  had  a  way  of  expressing  them  that  I 
think  would  now  be  thought  offensive.  “Your’e  a  fool”  was 
not  an  uncommon  expression  from  him  when  Mr.  Flint  or  Mr. 
Harrington  was  particularly  hard  on  him  in  an  argument. 

I  believe  I  have  heard  stories  of  early  dissipation  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  him,  but,  as  long  as  I  remember  him,  he  was  not  only 
a  strictly  sober  man  but  a  devout  Methodist.  The  first  church 
edifice  of  which  I  have  any  recollection  in  Amity  was  the  little 
brick  building  opposite  where  Dr.  Jewett  now  lives,  and  which 
I  think  must  have  been  built  wholly  by  Mr.  Mann.  For  many 
years  he  had  charge  of  the  Sunday  School,  and  in  the  absence 
of  any  regular  pastor  he  conducted  the  services  every  Sunday. 

At  that  time  we  had  in  this  neighborhood  a  number  of  wild 
youths  who  were  not  always  deferential  in  their  manner  at  the 
Church,  and  at  services  or  other  occasions  that  filled  the  Church, 
Mr.  Mann  would  always  take  a  position  in  the  back  part  of  the 
room.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  his  presence  there  checked  any 
tendency  to  undue  levity. 

He  had  some  peculiar  notions  as  to  the  future  State.  He 
believed  that  much  of  the  joy  of  Heaven  would  consist  in  the 
ability  to  go  from  Star  to  Star,  and  thus  go  on  forever  always 
seeing  new  beauties  and  glories.  So  firmly  did  he  believe  this 
that  he  gave  much  time  to  the  study  of  astronomy,  claiming 
that  he  was  thus  better  fitting  himself  for  immediate  enjoyment 
after  death  than  were  those  ignorant  of  the  Science  of  astron¬ 
omy.  The  little  square  tower  which  we  see  on  the  top  of  Dr. 
Jewett’s  house  was  built  by  Mr.  Mann  as  an  observatory  from 
which  he  could  better  study  the  heavens  at  night.  He  was  a 
very  public  spirited  citizen,  and  a  man  of  enlarged  business 
views. 

He  was  the  first  to  manufacture  salaratus  in  Ohio,  I  think, 
as  I  know  his  wagons  hauled  this  article  all  through  the  West¬ 
ern  part  of  the  State  and  to  Central  Indiana.  His  Ashery  was 
a  public  benefit,  affording  work  for  quite  a  number  of  men  and 
a  market  for  immense  quantities  of  ashes  that  were  made  in 
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clearing  away  the  forests.  In  1849  he  started  for  California  by 
way  of  Cape  Horn,  but  got  no  further  than  New  Orleans,  dying 
there  of  Cholera.  His  death  was  a  great  loss  to  our  neighboi- 
hood,  and  he  was  sincerely  mourned  by  all. 

Next  of  the  trio  in  point  of  age  was  the  late  Alvin  Harring¬ 
ton,  whom  many  of  you  knew  in  his  latter  years.  It  must  be 
some  years  over  a  half  century  since  I  first  knew  him.  He  was 
then  a  Yankee  school  master  teaching  here  in  Amity.  He  was 
slightly  made,  stoop  shouldered,  and  exceedingly  active.  During 
his  winter  s  school  I  think  he  must  have  been  attentive  to  the 
widow  Beach’s  daughter  Eliza.  Later  he  married  her,  and 
from  that  time  became  more  or  less  a  part  of  our  family. 

There  was  nothing  in  his  life  to  distinguish  him,  but  there 
was  much  in  his  character  that  was  noble  and  lovely.  In  intelli¬ 
gence  he  was  far  above  the  average.  He  was  an  inveterate 
reader,  and  had  much  the  best  collection  of  books  that  could 
be  found  near  here.  Among  other  books  in  his  possession,  I 
remember  Rollin’s  Ancient  History,  Joshphus,  and  a  history  of 
the  French  Revolution,  with  all  of  which  he  was  familiar.  No 
matter  how  hard  he  had  worked  through  the  day,  I  never  knew 
him  to  fail  to  read  an  hour  before  retiring  at  night. 

The  strongest  feature  in  his  character  was  his  sunny  nature. 
He  was  the  most  genial,  light  hearted,  happiest  man  I  ever 
knew.  If  there  was  a  cloud  in  his  sky  the  silver  lining  always 
seemed  turned  toward  him.  He  was  kind,  generous  and  utterly 
unselfish.  For  many  years  his  house  was  as  much  my  home  as 
was  my  mother’s,  and  I  think  he  was  as  much  attached  to  me 
as  to  his  own  children.  He  always  regarded  me  as  his  pupil, 
and  if  there  was  anything  in  my  mature  years  that  anyone  could 
be  proud  of,  this  dear  old  man  always  seemed  happier  over  it 
than  anyone  else.  In  the  last  few  years  of  his  life,  when  he  was 
old  and  feeble,  my  visits  to  him  were  at  long  intervals,  but  on 
such  occasions  he  always  seemed  to  grow  younger  in  his  delight 
at  talking  over  the  past.  Thus  he  lived,  cheerful,  happy  in 
seeing  others  happy,  unconscious  that  his  life  was  a  blessing  to 
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others,  a  gentleman  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word.  Can  higher 
praise  be  said  of  any  man  than  that  he  was  a  true  gentleman? 

Last  of  the  group  is  Charles  McCloud.  I  knew  him  inti¬ 
mately.  For  two  years  I  was  an  inmate  of  his  house.  Later  I 
became  his  student,  and,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  was  more 
or  less  associated  with  him,  and  for  these  reasons,  feel  qualified 
to  speak  of  traits  that  marked  his  individuality.  In  figure  he 
was  slight,  never  weighing  probably  more  than  150  lbs.,  and 
with  a  slight  stoop  in  his  shoulders.  His  complexion  was  dark, 
and  his  hair  and  eyes  intensely  black.  Of  his  family,  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  Sophronia,  most  resembled  him.  In  manner  he  was  grave 
almost  to  severity.  This  gravity  was  not  assumed,  it  was  nat¬ 
ural  to  the  man  and  never  left  him  even  in  the  family  circle. 

I  think  his  early  education  must  have  been  somewhat  limited, 
as,  aside  from  his  medical  library,  he  had  but  few  books.  What 
he  lacked  in  early  training,  however,  was  more  than  made  up  by 
studious  habits.  At  the  time  I  was  his  student,  he  had  not 
much  interest  in  his  professton,  and  he  drifted  into  other  lines 
of  study.  In  connection  with  his  friend,  John  Mann,  he  took 
up  the  study  of  astronomy  and  pursued  it  vigorously.  Later 
he  became  interested  in  the  study  of  Geology.  So  enthusiastic 
was  he  in  this  study  that  he  delivered  several  lectures  upon  it, 
illustrated  with  maps  of  his  own  drawing.  Up  to  1853  I  doubt 
if  he  had  ever  read  a  book  of  fiction,  but  for  some  years  before 
his  death  he  read  much  of  fiction  and  poetry.  He  read  the 
works  of  Charles  Dickens  with  the  liveliest  interest,  and  was 
not  only  a  reader  of  Shakespeare,  but  was  a  critical  student  of 
the  great  poet.  Without  any  claims  to  oratory,  he  was  yet  a 
good  debater,  and  was  a  writer  of  more  than  ordinary  force. 
Fie  gave  but  little  time  to  recreation.  Occasionally  he  indulged 
in  a  game  of  checkers,  but  he  was  more  likely  to  look  for  relax¬ 
ation  from  business  in  hunting  and  fishing. 

As  a  physician  he  was  cautious  and  conscientious,  giving  his 
patients  the  benefit  of  his  entire  devotion.  Meeting  him,  as  I 
did,  frequently  in  the  last  ten  years  of  life  in  consultation,  I  re- 
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member  him  as  one  careful  in  his  examinations  and  slow  to  ex¬ 
press  an  opinion.  His  rare  faculty  for  accurate  diagnosis  and 
prognosis  secured  him  the  confidence  of  the  people  to  a  degree 
I  have  never  seen  equalled.  At  one  time,  and  for  several  years, 
his  practice  was  very  extensive,  extending  far  up  on  Little  Dar- 
by  and  Sugar  Run  and  to  the  neighborhood  of  Dublin.  I  do 
not  think  he  accumulated  much  money  from  his  profession.  He 
was  a  poor  collector  and  his  charges  were  ridiculously  low.  For 
a  ride  to  little  Darby  or  Sugar  Run  near  New  California,  he 
would  charge  but  a  dollar. 

It  was  as  a  physician  that  he  is  best  remembered,  but  at  one 
time  he  took  an  active  part  in  politics.  In  ’44  he  was  elected 
as  a  Whig  to  the  legislature,  in  1850  to  the  constitutional  con¬ 
vention,  and  in  ’56  was  again  a  candidate  for  the  legislature, 
but  was  beaten  by  Richard  A.  Harrison  by  18  votes. 

As  the  word  is  usually  understood,  he  was  not  a  politician. 
The  dubious  ways  of  the  politician  of  the  present  day  would 
have  been  repulsive  to  his  fine  sense  of  honor  and  the  strong 
religious  element  in  his  character.  What  positions  of  honor  he 
occupied  came  to  him  unsought;  he  was  called  to  them,  and  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  with  clean  hands. 

Dr.  McCloud  in  all  the  relations  of  life  was  honest,  upright 
and  pure;  his  character  was  absolutely  above  reproach.  In  writ¬ 
ing  of  him  now,  and  thinking  of  him  as  a  physician,  I  am  re¬ 
minded  of  the  pen  picture  of  a  model  physician  as  drawn  by  a 
Master’s  hand:  “He  was  kind  to  patients,  gracious  towards  col¬ 
leagues,  modest  in  giving  an  opinion,  chaste,  sober,  pitiful,  mer¬ 
ciful  and  not  greedy  of  gain.” 

Thus  I  have  briefly  sketched  what  I  remember  of  this  man 
who  may  be  taken  as  types  of  the  brave  strong  rugged  men 
around  them,  men  who  left  an  impression  for  good  on  society, 
soldiers,  who  after  the  long  marches  and  battles  of  life  are 
now  resting  in 

“Those  low  green  tents 
Whose  curtains  never  outward  swing.” 
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Kansas  Pioneers 

By  Aurelia  and  Frank  Beach. 

I  am  not  surprised  that  the  nurse's  profession  is  so  well  rep¬ 
resented  in  the  family,  for  there  is  an  inherited  tendency  that 
draws  in  that  direction.  The  surprising  thing  is  that  there  isn’t 
a  doctor  somewhere  down  along  the  line.  That  may  come  later, 
and  I  hope  it  will,  for,  aside  from  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel, 
I  can  conceive  of  no  more  high  calling  than  that  of  relieving  the 
sick  and  suffering. 

There  is  a  tribute  I  feel  urged  to  pay  to  Grandmother;  a  to¬ 
ken  of  respect  for  her  courage  and  unselfishness,  and  her  ability 
as  a  nurse  in  time  of  sickness. 

I  think  it  must  have  taken  lots  of  courage  and  a  faith  firmly 
and  deeply  grounded  in  that  kind,  loving,  Heavenly  Father  who 
watches  over  His  children  when  Grandmother  gave  consent  to 
leave  the  older  settled  country  and  go  with  a  family  of  children 
to  what  was  then  the  very  outer  edge  of  civilization. 

In  those  days  there  was  no  telephone  hanging  handy  to  sum¬ 
mon  the  doctor  when  sickness  came.  Doctors  often  lived  miles 
and  miles  away.  To  call  him,  meant  a  long  ride,  usually  on 
horseback,  and,  after  he  was  called,  he  didn’t  have  a  speedy  car 
to  run  to  the  case.  No,  in  those  days,  doctor  wasn‘t  called  every 
time  one  had  a  little  cold,  or  a  headache,  or  felt  a  little  puny. 
But  Grandmother  always  had  a  remedy  ready  for  our  childhood 
bumps  and  bruises,  headaches  and  bellyaches. 

Epsom  salts,  aloes,  castor  oil — seems  I  can  taste  the  bitter  of 
that  aloes  bottle  yet! 

They  were  so  efficient  that  just  the  word  that  Grandmother 
was  coming  to  see  us  when  we  were  sick,  would  oftentimes  work 
a  cure  without  a  single  dose  of  medicine,  and  quite  often  before 
Grandmother  arrived. 

Burdock,  prickly  ash,  wild  cherry  bark,  the  roots  of  bitter 
sweet,  all  had  a  place  in  her  list  of  remedies.  Some  of  the  first 
money  I  ever  earned  was  digging  roots  for  her  to  make  bitters. 
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It  is  to  Grandmother’s  knowledge  of  these  herbs,  and  her  cour¬ 
age  and  loving  care  that  we  owe  (some  of  us)  our  very  exist¬ 
ence,  and  a  debt  of  gratitude  we  will  never  be  able  to  repay. 

For  as  long  ago  as  I  can  remember  there  hung  on  the  wall 
of  Grandfather  and  Grandmother’s  room  a  copy  of  the  letter 
Uncle  Charles  wrote  to  “Mother”  when  he  knew  his  last  hour 
on  earth  was  near.*  In  that  letter  he  expressed  his  firm  belief 
if  mother  had  been  here  to  care  for  and  wait  on  him,  he  need 
not  have  died. 

Her  remedies  were  in  many  cases  very  efficient,  as  in  the  case 
of  Uncle  Simeon.  He  was  discharged  by  the  Army  doctors, 
and  pronounced  “totally  blind”  with  granulated  eyelids.  He 
came  home,  and  she  doped  his  eyes  daily  with  pure  honey,  and 
in  a  few  months  he  was  accepted  again  as  one  of  Uncle  Sam’s 
soldiers. 

One  of  her  favorite  concoctions  was  a  cough  syrup  made  by 
steeping  red  peppers  in  vinegar,  till  a  tea  hotter  than  seven  fu¬ 
ries  was  obtained.  This  was  thickened,  sweetened  and  flavored 
with  butter  and  honey.  It  looked  right  good.  Once  Ted  Raw¬ 
lings,  a  boy  of  some  ten  years  who  was  visiting,  saw  her  fixing 
some  of  this  syrup,  and,  as  she  stirred  in  the  honey,  she  gave 
the  final  lick  oft  the  spoon  and  smacked  her  lips  as  though  it 
was  just  awfully  good.  Ted  saw;  and,  when  her  back  was 
turned,  he  took  just  a  good  taste.  I  think  he  was  a  sure  con¬ 
vert  to  the  belief  of  literal  hell  fire  as  a  punishment  for  the  trans¬ 
gressors.  Poor  Ted  rushed  to  the  water  pail  and  drank  long 
and  deep.  Then  with  his  hands  clasped  over  the  top  of  his 
head  as  though  it  was  likely  to  burst  into  flames,  he  sucked  the 
cool  air  through  his  burning  lips.  After  several  trips  to  the 
water  pail  he  queried:  “Mother  Beach,  if  a  person  was  to  drink 
too  much  water,  would  he  burst,  or  would  he  overflow?’’ 

The  pioneer  mother  filled  every  possible  void  in  the  lives  of 
the  people  of  the  vast  and  wild  prairies.  Possibly  the  greatest 
of  these  was  that  of  answering  the  call  of  the  sick  and  suffering 


^Charles  died  from  the  measles  while  serving  in  the  Union  Army. 
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anywhere  in  driving  distance.  The  demand  was  so  constant, 
and  often  so  urgent,  that  people  who  had  any  experience  or  apti¬ 
tude  with  nursing  or  doctoring  kept  a  supply  of  medicines  and 
bandages  on  hand  ready  to  answer  any  call. 

Grandmother  Beach  was  always  ready  to  help  in  any  sort  of 
trouble  and  seemed  particularly  qualified  in  helping  with  sick¬ 
ness. 

One  time,  after  a  night’s  vigil  at  a  bedside,  Grandmother 
started  home  one  early  foggy  morning.  The  dense  fog  be¬ 
wildered  her  sense  of  direction,  and  so  the  old  pony,  “Pet,” 
was  given  rein  in  hopes  of  finding  the  way  for  herself  and  rider. 
Presently,  when  Grandmother  awakened  to  the  fact  that  they 
were  traveling  in  a  circle,  she  dismounted  and  sat  down  on  the 
ground  to  wait  for  daylight. 

Imagine  her  momentary  consternation  and  later  delight  when 
her  old  house  cat  came  and  crept  up  into  her  lap !  Before  long 
a  light  streamed  from  a  house,  not  half  a  mile  away,  and  when 
the  fog  lifted,  she  found  it  was  from  her  own  kitchen  window. 

Very  naturally,  all  this  doctoring  made  a  deep  impression 
upon  her  children,  and  so,  one  time  when  Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  made  one  of  their  rare  trips  to  town,  the  younger 
children  decided  to  play  hospital.  They  improvised  beds — for 
hospitals  must  have  beds.  They  made  chair  beds  as  long  as  the 
chairs  lasted,  then  resorted  to  the  floor  and  other  places.  Obil 
seemed  to  be  the  doctor,  for  he  took  charge  of  things,  and  be¬ 
gan  searching  for  medicines,  which  were  scarce  in  those  early 
days,  but  he  knew  that  his  mother  kept  them  in  the  attic  chim¬ 
ney  corner.  From  her  precious  stock  he  chose  two  kinds,  one  a 
white  powder,  and  the  other  a  brown  liquid.  (From  the  grown¬ 
ups,  the  children  learned  later  that  the  white  powder  was  epicac 
and  the  brown  liquid  was  aloes). 

Now  the  “Doctor”  was  generous  hearted,  and  felt  that  if  a 
little  medicine  was  good,  a  lot  would  be  better,  so  he  (luckily 
for  the  children)  added  water  to  fill  up  the  bottle,  and  mixed 
flour  into  the  white  powder.  With  a  spoon  and  cup  of  water, 
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he  went  the  rounds  of  all  his  patients,  giving  each  one  a  gener¬ 
ous  portion  of  one  or  the  other. 

For  a  time  they  lay  quietly  as  all  good  patients  should;  then 
things  began  happening  so  fast  that  the  poor  doctor  had  more 
business  than  he  could  manage.  The  children  rushed  from  their 
beds  and  ran  in  several  directions.  Frantically,  Obil  called  for 
Susanna  to  help,  for  the  children  were  truly  in  need  of  imme¬ 
diate  attention. 

Joseph  was  leaning  against  the  north  wall  of  the  house,  so 
white  and  shaken  from  nausea,  that  the  frightened  doctor  im¬ 
plored  her  to  help  him  carry  her  inside.  They  plunged  him  into 
a  wash  tub  of  warm  water  to  revive  him. 

Then  they  rushed  to  the  other  children,  doing  what  they  could 
for  them.  Each  one  was  weak  and  pale,  and  gladly  lay  down 
on  the  little  beds,  which  a  short  time  before,  had  been  only 
make  believe. 

Simeon  and  Susannah  rushed  from  one  to  the  other,  working 
to  relieve  or  comfort  them,  while  the  terror  stricken  Obil  urged 
his  horse  over  the  prairies  to  Grandfather  Loughmiller’s  for 
help.  It  was  five  miles — an  interminable  distance  to  the  badly 
scared  lad,  who  had  dire  premonitions  of  the  outcome  of  the 
hospital  game  they  had  so  innocently  planned.  Grandfather 
Loughmiller,  however,  knew  the  nature  of  the  medicines,  and 
soon  all  the  children  were  well  onto  the  way  of  recovery. 

It  is  rather  difficult  for,  especially  the  younger  ones  of  this 
generation  to  realize  and  appreciate  some  of  the  hardships  they 
had  to  endure,  and  likewise  the  wonderful  privileges  they  had 
at  hand  to  enjoy.  Neighbors  were  scattered  here,  and  often 
lived  miles  and  miles  apart.  The  drought,  and  the  grasshopper 
years,  the  awful  blizzards  when  the  family  flour  bin  ran  empty 
and  corn  had  to  be  ground  in  the  coffee  mill  which  hung  on  the 
wall,  each  member  taking  his  turn  at  grinding,  until  the  weather 
permitted  going  to  mill  some  fifty  or  more  miles  away. 

It  seems  little  short  of  wonderful,  when  we  think  of  all  the 
conveniences  of  nowadays  how  our  Grandmother,  with  her  large 
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family,  settled  a  hundred  miles  from  trading  point  where  what 
groceries  and  commodities  that  had  to  be  bought  could  be  se¬ 
cured.  Atchison  or  Leavenworth  was  their  market;  later  Val¬ 
ley  Falls  was  where  they  went  to  mill  to  have  their  wool  woven 
into  cloth. 

That  Necessity  is  the  father  of  invention”  was  truly  evident 
in  pioneer  days.  When  the  family  needed  something,  some 
member  went  to  work  to  supply  it. 

Tools  were  scarce  and  expensive,  and  had  to  be  purchased 
in  towns  after  they  had  been  brought  hundreds  of  miles  over 
rivers  and  plains  in  wagons  from  the  east.  The  most  well-to- 
do  folks  owned  tools  with  which  to  work  and  the  poorer  ones 
borrowed  from  them.  Only  the  richest  people  had  blacksmith 
shops  with  necessary  equipment  to  “make  things.” 

Uncle  Simeon,  the  eldest  son  of  Obil  and  Rachel,  liked  to 
work  in  the  blacksmith  shops  hammering  and  welding  for  days. 
He  made  many  useful  articles  for  the  family  and  their  friends. 

The  articles  were  wrought  sometimes  from  iron  and  steel  and 
leather — which  helped  materially  in  making  farm  work  easier 
and  quicker.  He  also  worked  with  wood  fashioning  butter 
paddles,  potato  mashers  and  such  like.* 

Going  to  market  in  pioneer  days  was  a  trip  of  considerable 
importance,  and  required  months  of  hard  word  in  preparation, 
and  days  of  absence  of  the  father  and  mother. 

The  big  wagon  was  loaded  with  wool,  cheese  and  butter. 
This  butter  churned  and  skillfully  worked  by  our  energetic  old 
grandmother,  received  consideration  by  the  purchaser,  for  it 
was  made  into  pounds  by  a  wooden  mold  with  the  initials  R.  F. 
on  the  top.  Simeon,  the  oldest  son,  fashioned  this  mold  for  his 
mother,  and  when  the  large  quantity  of  pounds  was  displayed 
in  the  market,  it  became  known  as  the  R.  F.  butter.  Assem- 


*Miss  Aurelia  Beach  is  the  proud  possessor  of  a  combination  rolling 
pin  and  potato  masher  that  was  given  as  a  wedding  gift  to  her  father  and 
mother  sixty-six  years  ago.  Its  use  and  place  in  her  kitchen  bring  cher¬ 
ished  memories  of  the  “home  that  used  to  be.” 
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bling  and  loading  these  products  was  an  interesting  part  of  the 
big  trip,  and  the  children  worked  to  do  their  share,  for  pioneer 
children  learned  early  to  bear  responsibilities. 

The  first  day’s  travel  took  the  pioneer  couple  to  Valley  Falls, 
then  called  Grasshopper,  where  they  gladly  rested  the  night. 
The  next  morning,  bright  and  early,  found  them  on  their  way 
to  Atchison  to  trade.  They  drove  back  to  their  friends’  in 
Valley  Falls  to  stay  the  night,  and  on  home  the  next  day. 

After  the  creaking  old  wagon  had  gone  over  the  hills  from 
the  sight  of  home,  the  children  turned  to  take  charge  of  the 
homestead  with  its  round  of  chores  and  duties.  Added  to  the 
weight  of  this  new  importance  was  an  exhilaration  of  a  change 
in  routine,  and  they  looked  forward  to  the  next  few  days  with 
adventurous  expectancy. 

Because  Simeon  was  the  oldest  of  the  boys  and  Susannah 
the  oldest  of  the  girls,  they  were  charged  with  the  welfare  of 
the  younger  children,  and  with  the  management  of  the  farm — 
very  serious  responsibility  for  such  young  shoulders — and  some¬ 
times  real  emergencies  had  to  be  met,  such  as  with  “Star.” 

The  Beaches  had  a  cow  named  “Star."  Her  calf  was  always 
taken  from  her,  and  was  early  taught  to  drink  from  a  bucket. 
She  had  an  over  amount  of  affection,  however,  and  though  de¬ 
prived  of  her  natural  offspring,  which  she  soon  forgot,  she 
quickly  bestowed  her  mother-love  to  the  one  whose  lot  it  fell  to 
milk  her  the  first  few  times  when  fresh. 

All  one  spring  Grandmother  milked  Star  and  everything  went 
smoothly  until  she  went  to  town.  When  milking  time  came,  the 
boys  used  the  same  tactics.  Being  a  cow  with  an  ugly  dispo¬ 
sition,  they  tied  her  head  to  a  good  stout  post,  and  hobbled 
those  wicked  heels.  But  Star  played  the  trump  card.  She  re¬ 
fused  to  give  down  her  milk. 

The  next  morning  the  boys  decided  that  the  situation  called 
for  strategy.  Uncle  Charles  said  he  could  milk  her.  He  put 
on  an  old  dress  and  sunbonnet  of  Grandmother’s  and  walked  up 
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to  old  Star,  gave  her  a  slap,  and,  in  as  near  Grandmother’s  voice 
as  he  could  manage,  said  “So,  Star.” 

d  he  cow  set  back  her  foot  and  was  relieved  of  a  big  bucket 
full  of  milk.  When  finished  he  threw  off  the  bonnet  and  said 
in  his  natural  voice,  “Well,  old  girl,  that  was  pretty  nice.” 

Star  looked  around,  and  from  the  glare  in  her  eyes,  there 
was  no  mistaking  that  she  knew  she  had  been  tricked,  and  it 
was  very  fortunate  that  Grandmother  got  home  before  the 
next  milking  time. 

Cows  were  an  important  part  of  the  Beach  farm,  for  early 
in  life  back  in  Vermont,  Grandmother  had  learned  to  make 
cheese  and  butter,  but  such  a  thing  as  a  cream  separator  was 
unthought  of,  and  ice  for  summer  use  was  next  to  an  impossi¬ 
bility.  Grandmother,  however,  made  a  great  amount  of  both 
butter  and  cheese,  and  these  were  taken  to  St.  Joseph,  Atchison, 
or  Leavenworth,  and  exchanged  for  the  things  they  needed  and 
could  not  produce  at  home  on  the  farm. 

This  story  has  been  told  of  how  one  lot  of  butter  was  dis¬ 
posed  of :  Grandfather  went  to  market,  and  had  a  rather  large 
amount  to  sell,  but  the  merchants  were  rather  slow  about  buying 
so  much  at  one  time.  The  butter  had  been  molded  into  bricks 
or  balls.  Uncle  Simeon  had  made  her  a  butter  paddle.  As  a 
finishing  touch  to  his  effort,  he  had  cut  the  letters  “R.  B.”  in 
the  back  of  the  paddle,  so  that  when  the  ball  was  given  a  final 
pat,  Grandmother’s  initials  were  left  in  the  butter. 

Grandfather  happened  to  make  a  sale  of  a  few  pounds  to  a 
man  who  had  contract  of  grading  the  road-bed  of  a  railroad 
building  near  St.  Joseph.  This  first  sale  was  made  late  one 
evening.  Early  next  morning  the  man  was  back  hunting  him. 
He  said,  “I  want  some  more  of  that  Railroad  butter.”  The 
letters  R-B  they  interpreted  to  mean  “Railroad,”  and  so  Grand¬ 
father  disposed  of  all  his  stock. 

We  grandchildren  distinctly  remember  the  large  red  cedar 
tub  that  Grandmother  used  for  making  cheese.  It  held  many 
gallons  and  was  filled  with  warm  sweet  milk  and  measured  cups 
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of  rennet.  This  rennet  was  a  home  product,  and  had  been 
saved  from  butchering  day.  (It  is  the  lining  of  a  calf’s  stomach). 

Grandmother  systematically  measured  and  cared  for  her 
cheese,  and  we  watched  with  childlike  interest  every  move  of  the 
interesting  proceedings.  The  milk  and  rennet  must  be  kept 
warm  until  the  curd  formed,  and  so  she  covered  it  with  a  large 
white  home-spun  woolen  blanket  for  warmth  and  protection 
from  dust.  When  the  curd  set,  she  cut  it  with  a  knife  into  small 
squares;  then,  with  scrubbed  arms,  and  sleeves  rolled  high  above 
the  elbows,  she  worked  with  the  curd,  gradually  drawing  it  to¬ 
gether  and  draining  oft  the  whey.  When  it  was  well  drained, 
it  was  sprinkled  with  salt — then  we  got  a  taste.  It  was  very 
good  and  well  worth  waiting  for.  We  seldom  missed  being  on 
hand  at  this  stage  of  cheese  making.  Next,  the  curd  was  packed 
into  the  hoop,  and  the  “follower"  put  on.  For  twelve  hours  it 
was  left  in  the  press,  then  taken  out,  turned  over  and  pressed 
again  for  another  twelve  hours. 

This  mold  of  cheese,  six  or  eight  inches  thick  with  a  fifteen- 
inch  diameter,  was  well  rubbed  with  good  sweet  butter  and  put 
on  the  shelf  to  ripen  with  rows  and  rows  of  others  in  the  cheese 
room. 

When  it  was  well  ripened  it  was  crumbled  and  mixed  with 
more  butter,  and  packed,  a  bit  at  a  time,  in  a  large  stone  jar  and 
beaten  down  with  a  wooden  maul.  This  was  called  “packed 
cheese,"  and  was  now  ready  for  market.  Cheese  lovers  would 
revel  in  this  home  product  for  it  was  nutritious  food,  and,  as  we 
so  often  say  today,  “A  little  of  this  variety  would  go  a  long 
way." 

As  you  see,  cheese  making  was  a  daily  chore.  No  matter 
how  much  work  or  other  duties  there  were  in  the  day’s  order, 
the  cheese  must  be  attended.  Sunday  was  no  exception — but 
Grandmother  and  Grandfather  Beach  did  not  allow  cheese  mak¬ 
ing  or  anything  else  to  interfere  or  hinder  them  from  taking 
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the  children,  yes,  even  the  hired  man  and  the  visitors,  and  going 
to  meeting  every  Sunday. 

These  visitors  in  the  pioneer  home  were  always  welcome,  and 
from  the  Beach  home,  no  one  was  ever  turned  away. 

No  matter  how  humble  and  poorly  educated,  the  visitor  was 
graciously  received.  They  brought  with  them  contact  from  the 
great  world  beyond  the  horizon,  and  our  elders,  as  well  as  we 
children,  listened  eagerly  to  what  they  told  us. 

Hospitality  was  the  watchword  of  the  early  day  Beach  home. 
Their  door  stood  ajar  for  neighbors  and  travelers  alike.  Neigh¬ 
bors  were  few  and  distant,  but  a  constant  stream  of  travelers 
came  and  went  all  hours  of  the  day  or  night.  They  were  weary 
and  dusty  from  weeks  traveling  the  trackless  plains.  Usually 
they  were  ravenously  hungry  for  home  baking  and  the  variety 
of  food  that  traveling  made  impossible. 

Grandmother  and  Grandfather  Beach  believed  wholehearted¬ 
ly  in  “entertaining  strangers,”  and  did  not  count  it  a  bother  to 
be  called  from  their  work,  or  even  from  their  beds,  to  welcome 
a  covered  wagon  with  its  tired  team  and  weary  driver. 

Sometimes  there  were  so  many  in  the  wagon  that  the  house¬ 
hold  had  to  be  wakened,  for  Grandmother  was  determined  thaw 
the  newcomers  must  have  good  beds,  and,  though  her  family 
was  a  bit  inconvenienced,  the  travelers  were  given  comfortable 
places  to  relax  and  rest,  even  in  grasshopper  year  with  waste 
and  devastation  everywhere,  and  fields  and  pastures  had  been 
stripped  of  every  vestige  of  green  by  the  hungry  insects.  Still 
the  travelers  came  and  went,  though  less  frequently  than  when 
feed  and  food  were  abundant. 

At  one  such  time,  an  old  man  had  driven  up  to  the  Beach 
home  just  at  sundown  and  had  been  invited  to  sit  with  the  fam¬ 
ily  for  the  evening  meal.  After  they  had  eaten,  they  sat  around 
the  table  exchanging  news  and  stories,  for  Grandfather  had  a 
wondrous  fund  of  stories  that  he  enjoyed  telling.  After  a  time 
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the  tired  wayfarer  began  nodding,  and  Grandmother  began 
preparations  for  the  night. 

She  inquired  in  her  Quaker  manner  of  speech  as  always, 
“Friend,  must  thee  drive  tomorrow?” 

“Yes,  mother,”  the  man  answered,  “I  must  drive.” 

Grandmother  turned  to  her  husband.  “Father,  did  thee  feed 
the  oxen?” 

The  poor  man  hesitated,  then  answered  in  a  low  voice,  “No, 
mother,  there  is  nothing  to  feed  them.” 

Grandmother  turned  back  to  her  bed,  and,  seemingly,  the 
subject  was  dropped;  truly  the  oxen  could  not  be  fed  if  there 
was  no  feed. 

But  the  practical  kindly  woman  was  not  baffled  by  things  that 
could  be  conquered.  She  lifted  the  covering  from  her  bed, 
opened  the  straw  tick,  and  removed  some  of  its  contents  to  her 
ample  homespun  apron.  This  she  carried  out  for  the  oxen’s 
night  feed. 

The  old  Beach  homestead  was  but  a  few  miles  from  the  old 
Pottawatomie  Indian  Reservation,  and  many  trades  were  made 
with  the  Indians  in  those  early  pioneer  days.  The  Indian  is 
fond  of  meat,  and  fresh  beef  was  always  good  trading  stock. 
One  time  a  quarter  of  beef  was  traded  to  James  K.  Polk  (not 
the  ex-President,  but  an  Indian  who  had  been  raised  a  slave  and 
had  been  given  his  freedom)  for  sixteen  trees  for  saw  logs. 
When  it  came  time  to  picking  out  the  trees  the  Indian  showed 
a  tree  that  had  been  undermined  by  the  high  water  and  was 
down  in  the  creek.  He  thought  it  could  not  be  got  out;  but, 
when  winter  came  and  the  ice  would  bear  up  a  team,  the  tree 
was  cut,  and  the  logs  were  rolled  onto  a  sled  and  drawn  to  a 
place  where  the  bank  was  not  so  steep,  and  they  were  taken  out 
without  serious  difficulty.  There  were  plenty  of  spectators 
present,  and  the  Indians  were  quite  surprised. 

“Heap  smart  Beach  boys.” 

There  was  no  barbed  wire  in  those  days;  the  fences  were 
mostly,  if  not  entirely,  made  of  rails,  and  much  of  the  timber 
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for  rails  came  from  the  Reserve.  On  one  occasion  a  number 
of  the  settlers  were  summoned  before  the  United  States  Court 
at  Topeka,  to  answer  a  charge  of  stealing  timber  from  the 
Indians.  Grandfather  was  among  the  number. 

The  Indian  was  put  on  the  stand  and  was  asked,  “Did  this 
man  steal  your  trees?”  He  answered,  “No,  Beach  old  man  no 
steal  um.  Heap  big  boys.” 

One  Indian  was  asked,  “Do  you  know  this  man  Beach?”  He 
replied,  “No,  No  know  um.  Mebbeso  he  got  other  clothes  on 
I  know  um.  (This  same  Indian  would  come  to  Grandfather’s, 
stay  all  night  so  as  to  go  early  in  the  morning  to  shoot  prairie 
chickens) . 

“How  big  were  the  trees?” 

“Oh,  mebbeso  hunnen  feet.” 

The  judge  knew  there  were  no  trees  a  hundred  feet  high,  and 
so  he  asked,  “How  big  around  were  the  trees?” 

“Oh,  mebbeso  like  stovepipe.” 

The  Indian  answers  were  invariably  prefaced  by  “Mebbeso,” 
and  hence  were  not  very  weighty  in  court. 

In  this  trial  an  Irishman  was  summoned  as  a  witness.  It  was 
lawful  to  cut  and  haul  dead  trees,  and,  on  the  stand,  Smith  swore 
he  had  never  seen  anything  but  dead  timber  hauled  out. 

On  the  way  home  Grandfather  said,  “Smith,  how  in  the  world 
could  you  ever  swear  that  you  had  never  seen  anything  but  dead 
timber  being  hauled  out?” 

“Well,  now,  begorra,  after  a  tree  is  all  split  up  into  rails, 
sure,  isn’t  it  dead?” 

It  developed  that  the  Judge  himself  had  men  and  teams  cut¬ 
ting  and  hauling  timber  from  the  Reserve. 

Sometimes  we  had  Indian  visitors — these  we  did  not  enjoy 
so  much,  for  there  was  always  a  current  supply  of  stories  perme¬ 
ating  the  pioneer  settlements,  which  struck  terror  to  all  hearts. 
These  stories  brought  vivid  pictures  of  burning  houses,  and  the 
scalping  and  torture  of  the  poor  inhabitants.  Indians  who  lived 
in  Kansas  when  Grandfather  and  Grandmother  Beach  built 
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their  cabin  were  classed  as  civilized  Indians.  They  followed 
the  timbers,  and  set  their  tents  where  fish  and  game  were  plen¬ 
tiful.  Often  they  came  to  trade  furs  and  their  pretty  shawls 
for  various  articles  that  pleased  them.  They  were  especially 
fond  of  pork,  and  sought  to  get  a  piece  whenever  possible.  Or¬ 
dinarily  they  were  not  feared  by  the  white  settlers,  though 
sometimes  they  made  themselves  bothersome,  almost  nuisances. 

One  bitterly  cold  winter  night  someone  knocked  at  the  Beach 
door  and  called,  “Beach  open  the  hole!  Beach  open  the  hole!" 
Grandfather  quickly  opened  the  door  and  several  strange  Indians 
strode  in  carrying  between  them  an  old  man,  who  was  pitifully 
frozen  and  sick. 

One  Indian  told  Grandmother,  “Our  brother  he  heap  sick. 
No  can  go  on.” 

It  developed  the  sick  Indian  was  one  of  the  Shawnee  tribe 
who  had  gone  out  into  the  plains  country  buffalo  hunting,  was 
caught  in  a  blizzard  and  all  but  froze  to  death. 

They  turned  without  explanation  or  excuse,  and  left  in  true 
Indi  an  fashion.  The  old  man  remained  on  the  floor  where  they 
had  laid  him,  and  was  left  at  the  mercy  of  these  white  people 
who  had  so  little  room  or  time  for  this  added  care. 

Grandfather  fashioned  a  pallet  on  the  floor  by  the  fireplace 
and  they  began  at  once  trying  to  relieve  his  sufferings. 

Grandmother  bathed  his  poor  feet  and  hands  and  rubbed 
them  with  a  salve  made  by  frying  the  bark  of  the  Bitter  Sweet 
vine  (Dulcimara)  in  pure  lard  or  tallow,  and  covered  them 
with  bandages. 

His  feet  were  so  badly  frozen  that  some  of  the  toes  came  oft. 
Grandmother  washed  and  salved  his  frozen  feet  for  something 
like  two  weeks. 

He  suffered,  too,  from  a  terrible  racking  cough,  and  was  thin 
and  weak  from  a  fever  which  probably  was  pneumonia.  She 
gave  him  cough  syrup,  and  rubbed  him  with  warm  grease — 
feeding  and  nursing  him  as  carefully  and  as  patiently  as  though 
he  were  able  to  pay  them  from  a  store  of  wealth. 
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All  through  the  winter  weeks  he  received  their  attentive  care, 
gradually  growing  stronger.  By  degrees  he  regained  his  active¬ 
ness,  though  unable  to  walk  for  many  long  weeks. 

Grandmother  often  told  us  how  he  crept  on  the  floor  at  he: 
feet,  eagerly  watching  for  her  smile  and  crying  in  his  gratitude 
toward  them.  He  gave  her  his  only  valuable  possession,  which, 
without  doubt,  was  very  precious  to  him.  It  was  a  hand-made 
bone-handled  knife. 

With  spring’s  arrival,  the  tribe  came  back  and  with  genuine 
rejoicing  took  him  with  them  on  their  journey  home.  These 
were  the  Dakota  Indians,  who  had  come  to  visit  the  Potta- 
watomies. 

The  old  man  was  in  good  health,  though  pitifully  crippled 
with  the  loss  of  his  fingers  and  toes.  He  bade  them  goodbye, 
and  cried  again  in  his  attempt  to  show  his  gratitude  to  the  kind 
couple  who  had,  with  their  growing  family  of  children  in  a 
little  one-room  log  cabin,  with  only  one  window  and  a  door, 
shared  their  little  with  him.  The  Beach  family  forever  had  the 
goodwill  of  the  Shawnees  besides  a  reward  of  one  hundred 
dollars  in  gold.  (Uncle  Lorenzo  says  she  didn’t  get  the  $100.00 
but  only  about  $30.00  for  caring  for  him  about  three  months). 

At  one  time,  not  long  before  the  boys  went  away  in  the  army 
some  of  them  conceived  the  idea  of  going  out  west  to  the  buffalo 
country  and  catching  some  buffalo  calves  and  putting  them  with 
the  domestic  cows  and  raising  them.  Uncle  Simeon,  Uncle 
Charles,  a  neighbor  named  Moses  Day,  and  an  old  trapper, 
Robert  Wooley,  and  perhaps  some  others,  made  up  the  party, 
and,  in  the  hunt,  about  twenty  head  were  caught.  All  was  go¬ 
ing  nicely,  when  a  band  of  Cheyenne  Indians  rode  up,  and,  after 
eating  everything  they  had  that  was  eatable,  the  Cheyennes 
gave  a  pressing  invitation  to  “Come  go  help  fight  Otoes.” 

Fighting  Otoes  was  not  so  much  to  the  calf  hunters’  liking, 
for,  if  such  fighting  must  be  done,  they  would  much  rather  fight 
Cheyennes,  but  they  finally  managed  to  part  company  peaceably 
and  though  nervous,  they  escaped  with  all  their  hair. 
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They  finally  reached  home,  though  the  buffalo  calf  venture 
turned  out  rather  badly,  for  the  domestic  cow’s  milk  didn’t 
agree  with  the  baby  buffalo,  and  all  but  three  died.  Two  of 
these  were  kept  for  the  Beach  boys  for  a  year  or  so,  but  they 
were  such  a  nuisance  they  were  finally  butchered. 

No  rail  fence  would  turn  them,  for  they  were  like  the  cow 
of  Mother  Goose’s  tales:  They  could  jump  the  moon;  and,  if 
the  fence  was  too  high,  it  seemed  their  delight  to  rub  it  down 
to  decent  jumping  height. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  bring  them  to  yoke.  They  were 
strong,  and  sometimes  were  docile  enough,  but  they  were  never 
dependable.  If  one  received  a  lash  of  the  whip,  he  let  out  a  short 
grunt,  or  bellow,  and  he  would  hop  over  the  chain  and  walk 
along  half  sideways  for  rods,  then  hop  over  and  he  was  back 
again;  but,  for  several  rounds,  when  the  place  was  reached 
where  he  received  that  lash  of  whip,  he  would  dig  in  and  pull 
the  whole  load  and  seemed  in  a  hurry  to  get  past  that  place. 

One  day  a  company  of  State  Militia  came  over  the  hill  in 
sight  of  the  Beach  home.  One  of  the  buffalo  sighted  them. 
There  in  the  road,  pawing  and  bellowing,  with  his  tail  stuck 
high  in  the  air  in  true  buffalo  fashion,  he  challenged  the  right 
of  way.  The  men  were  undaunted,  but  not  so  their  horses. 
One  little  buffalo  bull  put  a  whole  company  to  route,  for  he 
was  invincible.  The  Militia  got  by,  but  it  was  a  good  big  de¬ 
tour  they  had  to  make. 

The  Beach  boys  also  had  a  deer  named  “Buck'’  that  they  had 
caught  in  the  woods  and  tamed. 

He  became  a  great  pet,  but  they  had  no  corral  in  which  to 
keep  him  and  he  became  a  great  nuisance.  He  was  very  fond 
of  tea  leaves  after  they  had  been  steeped,  and  was  very  insistent 
on  getting  his  share.  Once,  when  Grandmother  was  sick,  some¬ 
one  brought  her  a  saucer  of  tea.  Buck  scented  his  favorite  deli¬ 
cacy,  and,  struggling  to  get  his  nose  into  the  saucer,  he  finally 
leaped  upon  the  bed.  Grandfather  finally  took  him  to  St.  Jo¬ 
seph,  Missouri,  where  he  was  sold  and  put  into  one  of  the  parks. 
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I  must  not  pass  the  Civil  War  period  without  comment,  for 
it  was  one  of  the  “deep  waters”  through  which  this  family,  as 
well  as  others,  had  to  pass.  From  this  family  three  sons  volun¬ 
teered  for  service  to  help  preserve  the  nation  and  establish  free¬ 
dom,  justice,  and  righteousness,  and  of  the  three  who  “marched 
away,”  one  was  brought  home  by  the  comrades  who  loved  him 
so  well  to  be  buried  with  his  sword  by  his  side. 

After  Peace  came  the  Beach  boys  sought  homes  of  their  own, 
settling  near  their  father. 

Near  the  Beach  homestead  were  many  beds  of  Magnesia 
Limestone.  Early  in  the  improving  of  the  farms,  when  it  was 
many  leagues  to  market  and  money  was  scarce,  the  Beach  boys 
commenced  using  the  stone.  First  they  laid  it  up  loosely  with¬ 
out  mortar,  for  fences;  then  they  commenced  a  house;  then  a 
barn  was  built.  They  worked  away  together,  helping  each 
other,  until,  at  last,  Joseph,  Obil  and  Simeon  all  had  comfort¬ 
able  houses  built  of  stone,  and  there  are  two  large  barns  built 
of  the  same  material. 

Often  strangers  asked  directions  where  some  party  lived,  and 
would  receive  something  like  this,  “Go  west  until  you  come  to 
where  there  is  a  big  stone  house  surrounded  by  cedars.  That’s 
where  Beach  lives,”  etc. 

This  was  “Home”  for  many  years;  and  it  is  in  the  nearby 
churchyard  where  the  “Patriarch”  and  the  generations  follow- 
ing,  are  resting.  More  than  a  score  of  mounds  mark  the  spot 
where  our  beloved  sleep. 
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History  of  Our  Buck’s  Grove 
Country  Church 

By  Stella  Manuel. 

Among  our  very  earliest  settlers  in  our  community  of  Buck’s 
Grove  were  the  families  of  Beach,  Loughmiller  and  Hallock. 

Times  were  hard  in  those  days,  as  was  always  the  case  in  pio- 
neer  life. 

Ox  teams  and  wagons  were  the  mode  of  travel.  Corn  meal 
and  flour  were  obtained  only  by  taking  the  grain  to  the  mill  at 
Valley  Falls  and  later  the  people  were  happy  by  having  a  mill 
built  at  LaClede.  Necessities  were  hard  to  obtain  and  luxuries 
none. 

But  these  people  being  Christians,  felt  the  need  of  worship, 
so  three  families  organized  a  church.  Services  were  first  held 
at  the  home  of  O.  O.  Beach,  better  known  as  Grandfather 
Beach.  Later  services  were  at  the  school  house  which  stood 
near  to  our  present  pleasure  resort,  namely,  the  “Heath  Hole.’’ 
Services  being  held  each  Sunday  with  preaching  every  other 
Sunday.  Dr.  Channel  (grandfather  of  our  present  Sunday 
School  superintendent),  being  the  first  minister.  Later  services 
were  held  at  the  Rock  school  house  every  alternate  Sunday  to 
make  it  more  convenient  for  all. 

Various  means  of  travel  were  used  in  going  to  church.  Some 
rode  horseback,  hayracks  were  not  uncommon.  One  family 
tells  of  going  on  the  running  gears  of  a  wagon  and  walking 
was  always  in  good  taste. 

Choosing  one’s  wearing  apparel  was  a  simple  matter  for  the 
girls.  As  a  general  rule  each  girl  having  but  two  dresses  would 
wear  their  next  week’s  dress,  fresh  from  the  laundry. 

About  this  time  the  people  began  talking  of  building  a  church. 
Money  was  scarce,  but  by  subscription  $1,000  was  raised.  Mr. 
Beach  gave  them  a  mule  which  was  sold  for  the  sum  of  $100. 
Mr.  Samuel  Myers  had  previously  donated  an  acre  of  his  land 
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for  a  cemetery.  At  this  time  there  were  about  a  dozen  graves, 
so  it  was  agreed  upon  to  build  the  church  on  this  plot. 

John  Bottom,  Henry  Kroth  and  Simeon  Beach  were  the  build¬ 
ing  committee.  Mr.  Coverdale  and  Mr.  Ellis,  the  carpenters. 
Work  was  begun  on  the  building  about  harvest  time  in  the  year 
1879. 

The  church  was  dedicated  in  the  summer  of  1880  with  no 
debt  against  it.  However,  the  seats  first  used  and  at  the  time 
of  dedication  were  but  two-inch  plank  placed  on  blocks  of  wood. 
Later  these  were  replaced  by  chairs.  By  the  year  1896  the  church 
was  too  small  to  accommodate  the  congregations,  so  twelve  feet 
was  added  to  the  building,  also  a  belfry  which  added  much  to 
its  appearance. 

Why  call  it  Buck’s  Grove,  you  ask? 

A  little  Post  Office  had  been  established  in  the  woods  just 
south  of  where  Mr.  Channel’s  house  now  stands.  This  Post 
Office  was  kept  by  an  Ebenezer  Huffman.  One  day  a  young 
man  jokingly  remarked  about  calling  the  office  Buck’s  Grove  as 
the  woods  around  about  was  owned  by  a  Mr.  Buck.  So  the 
name  was  sent  in,  approved  and  recorded  as  such  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.  So  since  that  time  we  speak  of  our  church,  school 
and  community  as  Buck’s  Grove. 

Better  guide  well  the  young  than  reclaim  them  when  old; 
For  the  voice  of  true  wisdom  is  calling; 

“To  rescue  the  fallen  is  good,  but  it’s  best 
To  prevent  other  people  from  falling.” 

Better  close  up  the  source  of  temptation  and  crime 
Than  deliver  from  dungeon  or  galley; 

Better  a  fence  ’round  the  top  of  the  cliff 
Than  an  ambulance  down  in  the  valley. 
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Hannah  Noble  Relation 

March  31,  1936. 

There  lies  before  me  on  my  desk,  a  tiny,  fragile  book  in  handwriting 
so  delicately  small  as  to  be  nearly  microscopic.  The  pages  have  yellowed 
and  their  edges  are  worn.  The  ink  has  turned  brown  with  age,  which  is 
further  betrayed  by  the  ancient  formation  of  the  s’s.  By  using  a  powerful 
reading  glass,  the  manuscript  has  been  deciphered  and  transcribed  exactly, 
word  for  word,  as  Hannah  Noble  wrote  it. 

This  Relation  belonged  to  her  son,  Dr.  William  Morrow  Beach. 

— Alma  Lewis  James. 


HANNAH  NOBLE 

RELATION 

March  20,  1776 

A  relation  of  the  gracious  dealing  of  God  with  the  soul  of 
Hannah  Noble,  late  wife  to  the  Rev.  Seth  Noble. 

July  27,  1790 

HANNAH 

But  as  my  health  increased,  so  my  concern  of  mind  increased. 

A  Relation  of  Hannah  Noble 

Date  March  20,  1776. 

When  I  was  about  eleven  years  old  I  was  (to  all  appear¬ 
ance)  brought  to  the  confines  of  eternity  by  a  consumption. 
My  father  told  me  that  the  wrath  and  condemning  portion  of 
God’s  Law  was  out  against  all  Christless  souls,  That  the  whole 
race  of  mankind  might  be  eternally  miserable,  without  super¬ 
natural  regeneration;  and  that  Christ  was  willing  to  receive  all 
who  were  willing  to  receive  him,  on  his  own  terms;  as  a  whole 
Saviour.  My  Father’s  exhortation  and  advice;  and  the  apparent 
near  approaches  of  Death  threw  me  in  great  consternation  of 
mind.  It  was  my  greatest  concern  for  sometime.  What  I  should 
do  to  be  saved,  but  as  my  health  increased  so  my  concern  of 
mind  decreased. 

My  parents  frequently  reminded  me  of  the  danger  of  living 
in  a  State  of  sin;  but  to  my  shame,  be  it  spoken,  I  paid,  but  a 
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patient  regard  to  their  warnings,  till  last  fall,  December  10, 
1775.  As  Mr.  Noble  was  preaching  from  those  words  Math. 
16,  26 — What  is  a  Man  profited  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole 
world  and  lose  his  own  soul;  and  what  shall  he  give  in  exchange 
for  his  soul.  He  was  reminding  young  persons,  in  a  warm  and 
affecting  manner,  the  danger  of  delaying,  or  neglecting  the  great 
Salvation.  It  seemed  as  real  to  me  that  I  was  one  who  he 
aimed  at  in  particular,  as  if  any  one  had  whispered  in  my  ear. 
Thou  are  the  Person.  I  endeavored  to  conceal  my  convictions; 
but  tears  soon  betrayed  me.  And  when  I  was  conversed  with 
by  my  Husband  and  spiritual  Father  about  my  condition,  I  en¬ 
deavored  to  evade  it,  because  the  pride  of  my  heart  would  not 
suffer  me  to  improve  my  ignorance.  I  was  in  that  condition 
several  days.  At  length  Mr.  Noble  told  me  I  was  keeping 
Satan’s  council;  and  I  was  then  made  sensible  of  it  myself  and 
resolved  by  the  assistance  of  God,  I  would  do  so  no  more.  Then 
those  words  were  improved  upon  my  mind. 

Strive  to  enter  into  the  straight  Gate,  for  many  shall  seek  to 
enter  in;  and  shall  not  be  able.  Luke  13.  The  straight  gate  I 
understood  conviction  and  conversion.  This  drove  me  to  the 
throne  of  grace  with  my  mind  importunity.  Then  another  text 
came  to  my  mind  which  gave  me  some  encouragement.  Math. 
7-7.  Ask  and  it  shall  be  given  you,  seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock 
and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you.  I  begged  of  God  that  he  would 
shew  me  what  a  miserable  creature  I  was  by  nature  and  practice, 
and  he  soon,  so  far  granted  me  my  request  that  I  save  myself 
such  a  miserable  hell-deserving  creature,  that  I  was  almost  ready 
to  contend  that  there  wTas  no  mercy  for  me.  I  see  that  the  wrath 
of  God  was  out  against  me.  That  I  was  justly  condemned  al¬ 
ready;  and  sure  I  am  I  was  condemned  at  the  bar  of  my  own 
conscience.  It  was  then  my  greatest  concern  what  I  should  do 
to  be  saved. 

Sabbath  morning,  January  21,  1776.  It  was  impressed  on 
my  mind  that  I  should  receive  some  light  that  day;  when  those 
words  were  powerfully  impressed  in  my  mind.  Luke  32.  Fear 
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not,  little  flock,  it  is  your  Fathers  good  pleasure,  to  give  you 
the  kingdom.  I  thought  it  was  an  infinite  stoop  in  God,  to  be¬ 
stow  a  kingdom  on  such  a  worm.  These  words  encouraged  me 
to  press  forward  in  hope;  yet  my  anxiety  of  mind,  on  account 
of  the  danger  of  my  soul  falling  immediately  into  hell,  rendered 
me  unfit  for  any  society  or  business.  The  world  and  all  her  en¬ 
joyments  appeared  but  an  empty  bubble.  I  then  clearly  saw 
that  my  soul  was  more  valuable  than  the  whole  world,  tho 
sometime  before  it  gave  me  [illegible]  to  hear  Mr.  Noble  so 
often  repeat  the  invaluable  worth  of  the  soul,  from  those  dis¬ 
courses  Math.  16-26.  What  is  a  man  profited,  etc.  I  had  such 
a  longing  at  that  time  after  Christ,  that  I  plainly  saw  that  thou¬ 
sands  and  thousands  of  worlds  could  not  fortify  me  without  him. 
I  think  I  can  truly  say  that  I  thirsted  after  Christ  more  than  I 
thirsted  after  cold  water,  when  parched  with  a  fever.  No  tongue 
can  express  the  agony  I  was  then  in,  because  I  thought,  I  was 
utterly  unworth  of  any  interest  in  such  an  inexpressible,  beauti¬ 
ful  glorious  Saviour.  At  this  discovery,  my  distress  for  the  Sal¬ 
vation  of  my  soul  was  so  great  as  almost  to  be  too  hard  for 
feeble  nature. 

It  appeared  to  me,  that  every  person  knew  what  a  wretched 
creature  I  was,  as  well  as  I  did  myself.  Then  these  words  were 
impressed  upon  me.  Heb.  2-3.  Tho  it  tarry,  wait  for  it,  be¬ 
cause  it  will  surely  come,  it  will  not  tarry.  This  made  me  will¬ 
ing  to  wait  God’s  appointed  time  and  gave  me  confidence,  that 
I  should  obtain  in  God’s  own  good  time.  Then  that  text  was 
impressed  upon  my  mind  Math  5-6:  Blessed  are  they  which 
hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness,  for  they  shall  be  filled; 
Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  God. 
I  know  that  I  hungered  and  thirsted  far  beyond  what  I  am  able 
to  express;  yet  I  thought  my  unworthiness  [illegible]  me  from 
admission  into  that  kingdom.  I  thought  my  stubborn  will  pre¬ 
vented  my  [illegible]  with  Christ.  Then  those  words  drifted 
into  my  mind.  Those  that  sit  in  darkness  shall  have  great  light. 
I  thought  that  I  had  not  yet  obtained  any  saving  light  these 
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words  encouraged  me  to  wait  patiently  for  it  in  the  diligent  use 
of  God’s  appointed  [illegible].  Then  those  words  were  im¬ 
pressed  upon  me :  Thou  art  not  far  from  the  Kingdom  of  Hea¬ 
ven.  Notwithstanding  all  those  gracious  promises  and  encour¬ 
agements,  my  distress  of  mind  increased,  if  possible.  Then 
these  words  were  powerfully  impressed  on  my  mind:  Thou  hast 
destroyed  thyself,  but  in  Me  is  thy  help.  [Illegible]  13-9.  I 
trust  God  was  then  pleased  to  warn  me  by  a  dream. 

I  thought  I  saw  the  heavens  on  fire  and  heard  the  tramp  of 
God;  I  viewed  myself  in  a  state  of  nature,  an  Enemy  of  God;  I 
thought  I  took  the  Bible  to  read  a  chapter  and  did  not  expect 
to  have  time  to  read  but  a  few  verses,  before  I  should  be  sur¬ 
rounded  with  the  flames  of  Hell  and  I  saw  no  place  for  my  es¬ 
cape  but  Christ;  I  thought  I  was  not  worthy  of  Him.  When  I 
awroke,  these  words  were  powerfully  impressed  on  my  mind. 
Math.  24-44.  Therefore  be  ye  also  ready,  for  in  such  an  hour 
as  you  think  not  of,  the  Son  of  Man  cometh.  This  alarmed 
every  Power  of  Soul.  Oh,  how  ardently  I  wish  and  entreat 
everyone  who  are  out  of  Christ,  immediately  to  fly  to  Him  for 
refuge:  before  the  devouring  Wrath  of  God  overtakes  them 
for  that  day  will  surely  come,  and  it  must  be  unspeakably  dread- 
full  such.  But  I  soon  found  such  a  thirsting  after  Christ,  that 
cause  me  often  to  cry  out  with  David,  my  soul  thirsteth  for  God, 
for  the  living  God.  All  mirth,  and  merry  company  appeared 
very  odious  to  me.  I  then  took  peculiar  satisfaction  in  discours¬ 
ing  about  my  soul  and  spiritual  things;  and  spent  almost  whole 
nights  on  that  pleasing  subject.  I  was  again  in  great  distress, 
because  I  thought  I  had  no  love  for  Christ,  who  appeared  such 
a  complete  Saviour;  but  was  told  that  such  a  discovery  of  that 
Saviour  and  a  sensible  want  of  love  for  that  character,  spring 
from  the  real  love  of  God  in  my  own  heart,  as  a  fruit  of  the 
new  nature.  I  thought  it  a  great  privilege  to  enjoy  such  instruc¬ 
tion  of  councils  as  I  daily  and  hourly  had. 

The  next  Sabbath,  January  28,  Mr.  Noble  preached  those 
words  Rev.  22-17  Whosoever  will,  let  him  take  of  the  waters 
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freely  and  praised  be  God;  he  was  pleased  to  scatter  all  the 
clouds  of  darkness  and  doubts,  by  a  powerfull  impression  of 
those  words.  Father  Forgive  them  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do.  I  seemed  to  see  (with  the  eyes  of  my  understanding) 
Jesus  Christ  plead  with  the  Father  for  sinners,  such  as  I  saw 
myself  then  to  be.  He  appeared  infinitely  amiable  in  all  his 
perfection  excellencies  and  attributes.  I  then  discovered  such 
beauty  in  him  that  I  could  freely  part  with  the  Husband  of  my 
youth,  parents,  brothers  and  everything  that  was  dear  in  this 
world  for  Christ.  I  longed  to  have  wings  to  fly  away  and  be 
at  rest.  I  thought  I  should  never  have  another  doubt  in  my 
whole  life,  but  alas  how  weak  is  man  when  left  to  himself.  I 
was  soon  surrounded  by  awful  clouds  of  darkness,  yet  I  find 
God  a  perfect  help  in  time  of  trouble.  The  Bible  appeared  al¬ 
most  a  new  Bible  to  me.  I  was  astonished  that  I  had  read  such 
awful  threatenings  and  glorious  promises  in  such  a  senseless  in¬ 
attentive  manner  as  I  had  many  times. 

A  few  days  after,  as  I  was  meditating  on  the  wonderful  good¬ 
ness  of  God,  in  the  gift  of  such  a  Saviour  to  a  lost  perishing 
world,  I  saw  Christ  with  the  eyes  of  my  understanding,  extend¬ 
ed  on  the  Cross,  and  his  blood  streaming  forth  from  his  hands 
and  feet  and  his  sides,  for  the  remission  of  sins.  I  then  had  a 
multitude  of  such  text  as  these  come  to  my  mind.  John  16:27. 
Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid.  Verse 
18:1  will  not  leave  you  comfortless,  but  I  will  come  to  you.  My 
yoke  is  easy  and  my  burden  is  light.  Math.  11  :30.  This  filled 
me  with  such  joy  as  no  human  tongue  can  express.  I  think  I 
have  had  sweet  communion  with  God  and  Christ  many  times 
since  then.  I  have  sometime  since  been  under  darkness  and 
doubts,  and  have  found  relief  from  such  texts  as  these,  coming 
to  my  mind— I  Cor.  3  :23  Ye  are  Christs  and  Christ  is  Gods. 
Isaiah  5  :4.  Thy  maker  is  they  husband;  Jer  31:31  have  loved 
thee  with  an  everlasting  love.  I  will  make  with  Thee  an  ever¬ 
lasting  covenant  which  cannot  be  broken.  I  was  then  in  a  poor 
state  of  health  for  several  weeks  which  prevented  me  from  at- 

407 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  POSTERITY  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


tending  public  worship,  this  was  a  great  grief  to  me,  and  caused 
me  often  to  complain;  Oh,  when  shall  I  come  and  appear  be¬ 
fore  God?  But  God  satisfied  me  that  he  was  able  to  manifest 
His  presence  in  any  place.  During  my  illness  I  had  such  texts 
as  these  impressed  on  my  mind.  Thou  are  all  fair  my  love, 
there  is  no  spot  in  the  Sol  2:19  I  am  [illegible]  to  my  father 
and  your  father;  to  my  God  and  your  God.  I  trust  God  has 
shewn  me  in  particular,  that  it  is  my  duty  to  come  to  the  ordi¬ 
nance  of  the  Lord — Support  and  obedience  to  Christ.  Common 
obedience  he  said  is  better  than  sacrifices. 

I  think  Satan  was  very  busy  with  me,  when  I  appeared  before 
the  Elders  of  the  Church  to  be  examined  as  to  my  knowledge; 
the  the  foundation  of  the  hope  I  had  within  me  and  to  hand  in 
what  I  had  written  on  that  subject.  I  was  in  such  darkness  for 
a  short  time,  that  I  really  thought  I  had  told  absolute  false¬ 
hoods  to  the  Elders;  and  had  deceived  myself.  Then  God  pow¬ 
erfully  let  home  on  my  mind  a  great  number  of  Scripture  texts 
some  of  which  I  shall  mention.  Danl.  31:10  [illegible]  and 
peace  have  met  together,  righteousness  and  truth  have  [illegible] 
each  other.  Isai.  54:8.  In  a  little  [illegible]  have  I  hid  my 
face  from  three  for  a  moment,  but  with  everlasting  kindness 
will  I  have  mercy  upon  thee,  saith  the  Lord  they  Redeemer. 
Arise  my  love,  my  fair  one,  come  away.  Except  ye  eat  the  flesh 
of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in 
Gods.  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me.  If  ye  love  me  keep  my 
commandments,  etc.  Therefore  if  I  knew  my  own  heart,  it  is 
out  of  obedience  to  Christ’s  command  that  I  now  offer  myself  a 
[illegible]  date  for  communion  and  fellowship  with  this  church; 
as  I  think  I  have  a  sincere  desire  to  keep  all  the  commands  of 
God.  If  I  have  injured  any  person,  I  do  with  the  deepest  humil¬ 
iation  and  sincerity  of  heart,  pray  them  to  forgive  me;  [illeg¬ 
ible]  they,  and  I  hope  or  expect  to  have  forgiveness  of  God.  I 
earnestly  beg  the  prayer  of  all  God’s  people  for  me  that  I  may 
endure  unto  the  end;  that  I  may  glorify  Christ  on  Earth;  that 
when  I  am  called  to  quit  this  world  of  sorrow,  sin,  labours,  Loss 
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and  disappointments,  I  may  have  an  easy  passage  through  the 
gloomy  valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death;  and  that  my  soul  may 
be  wafted  on  the  wings  of  angels  to  the  paradise  of  God  above, 
and  spend  a  never-ending  eternity  in  praising  and  adoring  God. 

Hannah  Noble. 


March  20,  1887. 
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Letters 

A  Letter  from  Deacon  Lewis  A.  Norton  to 

John  T.  Beach 

Goshen  Ct.,  Oct.  17,  1859,  Monday — 
John  T.  Beach,  Esquire.  Dear  Sir: 

Yours  of  the  14th  Inst,  came  duly  to  hand  and  contents  con¬ 
sidered.  Your  dates  appear  to  be  right  so  far  as  they  go.  Your 
G.  Grandfather  had  13  children,  instead  of  9. 

Dea.  John  Beach  of  Goshen  1738/9,  was  one  grandson  of 
the  emigrant,  about  1640. 

The  first  wife  of  your  grandfather  Miles  Beach,  was  Abigail 
Hopkins,  married  Jany.  3,  1771. 

He  removed  from  Goshen  to  Litchfield /  second  wife  was 
Sarah  Butler  of  Hartford.  Of  their  children  I  have  no  record. 

Respecting  myself,  I  was  born  where  I  have  ever  lived,  Dec. 
1783,  and  am  of  course  nearly  77  years  old — my  health  feeble 
and  precarious — 6  children  living— -12  grandchildren — two  sons 
in  the  sacred  ministry. 

I  will  forward  to  A.  M.  Coffin — Front  St.  N.  York — the  ad¬ 
dress  of  Mr.  Powers,  the  next  time  we  have  occasion  to  send 
him  a  parcel  of  P.  A.  Chur — (of  which  we  are  in  daily  expec¬ 
tation) — and  will  inform  you  at  the  time.  We  (L.  M.  Norton 
&  Son)  are  personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Coffin,  and  he  with 
us.  We  have  also  some  four  other  agents  in  New  York. 

It  was  some  little  time  before  the  delivery  of  Mr.  Powers’ 
Centennial  address  that  I  began  the  preparation  of  my  manu¬ 
script  work  entitled  “Goshen  Statistics  and  Family  History.”  It 
is  in  the  shape  of  2  folio  volumes,  foolscap — of  600  pages  each; 
and  is  designed  as  a  history  of  the  town  of  Goshen,  with  its 
early  inhabitants  and  their  posterities — a  very  large  field. 

These  early  inhabitants  I  have  with  much  labour  and  expense 
traced  (many  of  them)  to  their  emigation  from  Europe.  Con¬ 
spicuous  among  these  is  the  Beach  family.  Their  genealogy  1 
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have  dearly  traced — personally  at  Wallingford;  and  by  corres¬ 
pondence  with  gentlemen  in  the  other  old  settled  towns  in  this 
state. 

From  Litchfield  to  Norfolk,  is  a  road  leading  through  the 
Eastern  part  of  Goshen.  On  or  near  this  road  is  my  home — 6 
miles  from  Litchfield  and  11  from  Norfolk,  and  \y2  miles 
East  of  our  meeting  house — also  5  miles  Northwest  from  Wol- 
cottville  Depot. 

The  residence  of  Dea.  John  Beach  was  about  one  mile  North 
of  me,  on  the  East  side  of  what  is  called  Goshen  East  Street. 
The  home  of  his  son  Dea.  Edmond  Beach  was  about  20  rods 
South  of  his  own — and  that  of  his  son  Adna — about  the  same 
distance  further  South.  I  have  never  seen  any  of  the  children 
of  Dea.  John  Beach  excepting  this  Dea.  Edmond,  but  am  much 
acquainted  with  this  history.  Indeed  I  am  about  as  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  inhabitants  of  Goshen  resident  here  1759,  as 
with  those  now  here. 

But  my  labours  here  are  nearly  done.  I  feel  that  what  I 
have  to  do,  I  must  do  quickly.  The  wife  of  my  youth  departed 
August  1855.  The  ties  which  have  bound  me  to  earth  have 
many  of  them  been  sundered — some  remain.  The  companions 
of  my  youth  and  early  manhood  are  all  gone — I  am  left  alone 
and  yet  not  alone.  I  trust  that  when  called  to  go  hence  I  shall 
be  found  not  wholly  unprepared. 

You  will  readily  see  that  the  loaning  of  my  books  must  be 
out  of  the  question,  they  being  wanted  for  reference  almost 
every  day.  These  have  occupied  my  winters  for  about  20  years. 
They  are  not  adapted  for  publication,  and  will  never  be  pub¬ 
lished.  I  have  made  the  best  arrangement  I  can  with  regard 
to  them  when  I  shall  be  gone,  and  I  trust  they  may  be  kept  by 
some  one  of  my  children  or  descendants.  They  cannot  well  be 
published  except  under  my  own  supervision  and  certainly  I  am 
now  too  far  advanced.  I  began  writing  with  a  half  sheet,  think¬ 
ing  I  had  but  little  to  communicate — &  that  is  full. 

With  reference  to  the  general  subject  I  would  say — that  I  am 
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desirous  that  your  wishes  should  be  gratified  but  I  might  fill 
this  and  other  letters  with  names  and  dates,  and  after  all  I  think 
you  would  not  be  satisfied.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  would  want 
something  more  systematic — more  extended,  and  in  a  much 
better  form.  I  think  you  want  a  book  of  the  Beaches — and  this 
I  could  make  for  you  the  coming  winter  if  the  Lord  preserves 
my  health  as  it  is  at  present,  and  provided  it  is  in  your  mind  an 
object  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  justify  the  expense. 

It  would  be  a  labour  of  some  few  weeks,  but  it  is  labour  to 
which  I  am  somewhat  accustomed. 

Permit  me  to  suggest.  I  have  strong  foolscap  paper,  a  sam¬ 
ple  of  which  I  inclose  herewith.  Let  this  be  folded  once  so  as 
to  make  Quarto  rather  small.  I  have  made  many  such  books 
in  divisions  of  12  leaves  each — suitable  for  binding.  The  pres¬ 
ent  object  would  require  (including  some  blank  paper  for  after 
insertions)  some  4  to  500  pages. 

With  such  a  book,  you  would  be  possessed  of  all  which  I  can 
communicate  of  the  Beaches,  and  in  a  shape  to  be  perpetuated 
in  your  family. 

Dea.  John  Beach  had  a  brother  Samuel  who  settled  in  Litch¬ 
field  (Beach  Street)  with  a  large  posterity — some  of  whom  I 
have,  especially  the  earlier  generations. 

tie  also  had  a  brother  Caleb f  who  first  came  to  Goshen  and 
afterwards  to  Winchester — a  much  smaller  posterity.  I  would 
not  have  it  understood  that  I  have  the  whole  of  the  posterity 
of  Dea.  John  Beach.  I  have  his  history  and  that  of  his  father 
and  grandfather — as  also  nearly  all  of  the  one  or  two  genera¬ 
tions  after  him,  and  some  almost  to  the  present  time.  But 
Infinity  seems  almost  written  upon  his  posterity.  His  name  is 
centainly  legion. 

d  hese  parts  to  make  a  volume,  would  be  paged,  with  some¬ 
thing  of  an  index,  and  the  whole  arranged  so  as  to  be  traceable 
both  ways — and  sent  to  you  in  that  state,  to  be  bound  as  you 
should  choose.  This  I  might  be  able  to  do  so  as  to  send  it 
some  time  in  January  next.  Considering  all  the  circumstances 
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my  present  impression  is,  that  forty-five  dollars  would  be  a 
suitable  remuneration. 

You  will  of  course  judge  in  the  matter.  My  own  view  of  it 
is,  that  in  the  case  of  a  family  so  valuable,  a  family  which  has 
been  and  is  at  this  time  so  great  a  blessing  to  community,  and 
which  has  contained  and  does  now  contain  such  a  multitude  of 
the  friends  of  Christ— (for  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
father  of  Dea.  John  Beach  was  one  of  the  12  pillars  chosen  as 
the  foundation  of  the  Church  in  1675— and  to  which  the  others 
were  added,  in  Wallingford) — I  say,  it  seems  to  be  desirable 
that  some  member  of  this  great  family  should  be  in  possession 
of  their  history  when  I  am  gone. 

I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  there  is  not  now  in 
Goshen  even  one  person  who  is  a  descendant  of  Dea.  John 
Beach — and  besides  myself  there  is  scarcely  one  who  would  be 
able  to  point  out  the  localities  they  occupied  in  this  town. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Sincerely  Yours, 

Lewis  M.  Norton. 

P.  S.  Should  you  think  favorably  of  this  suggestion  you 
would  need  to  furnish  me  with  all  the  Beach  matter  in  your  pos¬ 
session — for  you  have  undoubtedly  much  that  I  have  not — es¬ 
pecially  your  father  and  mother  and  their  whole  posterity,  date 
of  birth,  place  of  birth,  date  of  marriage,  and  to  whom,  oi 
where,  dates  of  removals  and  to  where,  deaths  and  where,  and 
whether  professor  of  religion  in  some  Evangelical  denomina¬ 
tion,  place  of  residence,  etc. 

A  Letter  from  Obil  Oren  Beach  to  His  Nephew, 

Dr.  William  Morrow  Beach 

Buck’s  Grove,  Jackson  County,  Kansas. 

April  11,  1876 
Respected  Friends 

We  received  a  letter  from  you  a  few  days  ago  and  was  glad 
to  hear  that  you  were  all  well.  As  to  our  health  it  is  quite  good 
for  people  of  our  age,  our  children  are  all  well,  they  all  live 
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close  around  us  excepting  Rhoda,  she  lives  in  Iowa.  The  boys 
are  all  doing  well  financially,  they  all  have  good  farms  and  are 
all  working  on  them.  You  wanted  to  get  what  information 
you  could  respecting  the  Beach  tribe,  I  was  never  much  of  a 
hand  to  enquire  into  our  family  connections,  consequently,  I 
know  but  little  about  them.  There  were  3  men  by  the  name 
of  Beach  in  early  day  came  from  England  and  settled  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  one  in  Litchfield  and  one  in  Goshen.  My  grandfather 
settled  in  Goshen.  I  do  not  know  his  given  name  but  I  think 
it  was  John.  He  had  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  one  daughter 
(4  daus.)  They  all  of  them  enlisted  in  one  day,  my  father  was 
the  youngest.  When  their  time  was  out  there  was  three  of 
them  that  they  never  knew  what  went  with  them.  These  were 
one  by  the  name  of  Ambrose  that  froze  his  feet  crossing  Lake 
Champlain  on  the  ice  and  was  left  in  a  hospital  at  Crown  Point 
and  died  and  was  buried  there.  WLilst  they  were  in  the  army 
their  father  died.  I  think  their  mother  died  before  they  went 
into  the  army  so  that  the  family  was  broke  up.  Grandfather 
was  a  man  of  not  very  much  property  so  the  boys  gave  what 
was  left  after  settling  up  his  affairs  to  the  sister.  Three  of  my 
uncles  went  up  into  York  State,  namely  Uncle  Chauncey,  Uncle 
Amos  and  Uncle  Roswell.  Uncle  Roswell  died  in  a  short  time. 
He  left  no  family.  The  others  raised  large  families  but  I  was 
never  acquainted  with  them  only  as  we  were  on  our  way  to  Ohio 
we  stopped  and  stayed  one  night  with  Uncle  Chauncey  and  we 
had  one  three-horse  team  and  father  took  off  the  third  horse 
and  went  and  stayed  one  night  with  Uncle  Amos.  You  are  mis¬ 
taken  about  our  mother  hindering  us  for  I  don’t  remember  any 
such  thing  taking  place. 

Now  I  will  tell  you  what  little  I  know  of  my  father’s  family. 
Father’s  name  was  Obil,  he  was  born  in  Connecticut,  December 
25,  1758.  My  mother’s  name  was  Elizabeth  Kilborn.  She 
was  born  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  June  4,  1865.  They  were 
married,  June  27,  1782.  They  both  belonged  to  the  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Church.  Their  minister  married  them  and  then  he  opened 
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the  ball  and  he  and  his  wife  led  the  first  figure  and  then  they 
went  to  bed  and  the  rest  danced  all  night.  That  was  the  way 
they  used  to  do  up  things  in  the  olden  times.  Mother  had  fif¬ 
teen  acres  of  land  that  fell  to  her.  One-half  of  it  was  very 
good  land,  the  other  half  lay  on  the  side  of  a  mountain.  Father 
put  up  a  small  frame  house  on  it  and  lived  on  it  a  few  years 
and  there  was  one  of  his  neighbors  went  up  into  Addison  Coun¬ 
ty,  Vt.,  and  entered  160  acres  of  land  and  put  up  a  little  log 
house  on  it  and  cleared  out  about  five  acres  and  put  into  oats 
and  then  went  back  to  Connecticut  for  his  family  and  his  wife 
did  not  like  the  idea  of  going  into  the  woods  and  rather  flew 
the  track.  The  man  came  into  father’s  on  Sunday  morning  and 
asked  father  how  he  would  like  to  trade  him  his  little  farm  for 
his  Vermont  land.  Father  told  him  it  was  Sunday  and  to  wait 
until  Monday  and  he  would  talk  about  it.  After  he  was  gone 
father  asked  mother  how  she  would  like  to  trade.  Mother  told 
him  to  trade  for  it  would  have  to  be  a  dreadful  poor  160  acres 
of  land  that  would  not  be  worth  more  than  that  little  farm.  The 
next  morning  they  made  the  trade  and  father  and  mother  went 
up  there  to  live.  Father  said  his  neighbors  made  more  fuss 
about  his  moving  up  there  than  they  do  now  about  going  to 
California. 

They  had  three  children  born  in  Connecticut,  Susannah  Beach 
was  born,  Sept.  20,  1783,  and  died  in  1856.  Amos  Beach,  born, 
July  9,  1785,  and  died,  February  25,  1875.  Marova  Beach, 
born,  August  18,  1787,  and  died  in  his  infancy.  Uri  Beach, 
born,  Dec.  7,  1789,  dead,  I  have  not  got  the  date  of  his  death. 
Ambrose  Beach,  born,  March  17,  1792,  died,  September  20, 
1870.  Rhoda  Beach,  born,  June  24,  1794,  died,  September 
23,  1823.  Sally  Beach,  born,  March  12,  1807,  and  died,  Sep¬ 
tember,  1824.  Obil  O.  and  Orin  O.  Beach,  born,  March  12, 
1807.  Orin  O.  Beach  died,  Nov.  4,  1863.  You  are  all  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  life  of  Amos  Beach,  so  that  there  would  be 
no  use  in  my  saying  anything  about  him.  I  notice  one  mistake 
in  his  obituary.  It  said  he  moved  to  Ohio  in  17  but  he  moved 
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in  the  fall  of  1814.  Amos  and  his  family,  Lewis  Ketch  and 
Sally,  and  Ambrose  all  came  out  together  in  1814  and  in  1815 
Ambrose  went  back  to  Vermont  and  married  Joanna  Perry  and 
in  the  fall  of  1817  we  all  moved  to  Ohio.  I  see  you  have  got 
the  time  1818.  I  think  you  are  under  a  mistake.  Chauncey 
was  born  the  next  winter  after  we  got  to  Ohio. 

Uri,  your  father,  got  it  into  his  head  in  1812  to  come  to  Ohio. 
Father  tried  to  discourage  him  as  times  seemed  to  be  getting 
troublesome  but  he  could  not  give  up  the  idea.  Father  wanted 
him  to  take  100  dollars  in  money  with  him  but  he  thought  not 
best  as  he  did  not  know  what  company  he  might  get  into.  He 
only  took  a  few  dollars  along.  He  got  a  few  trinkets  like  fine 
combs,  pins  and  the  like  and  took  his  pack  on  his  back  and 
started  off  on  foot.  AVhen  he  got  into  Ohio,  near  Cleveland, 
he  ran  out  of  funds  and  he  called  at  a  tavern  to  stay  all  night. 
He  told  the  landlord  that  he  was  out  of  money  and  the  next 
morning  he  told  him  there  was  a  man  about  a  half  a  mile  off 
that  would  pay  him  a  dollar  a  day  to  work.  Your  father  went 
to  work  for  him.  He  was  building  a  mill  dam  and  he  had  to 
work  in  the  water  up  to  his  hips  (he  boarded  at  the  tavern) 
he  worked  three  days  and  then  quit.  He  got  his  good  three 
dollars  and  then  went  and  settled  his  board  bill  and  the  land¬ 
lord  charged  him  75  cts.  a  day  for  his  board  which  left  him  75 
cts.  for  three  days  hard  work.  He  shouldered  his  pack  and 
started,  a  little  vexed,  but  not  discouraged.  He  steered  his 
course  for  Marietta.  His  75  cts.  done  him  until  he  got  there. 
He  stopped  at  a  farm  house  and  asked  to  stay  all  night.  He 
told  the  old  man  he  had  only  Gy2  cts.  in  money.  The  old  man 
told  him  he  could  stay.  He  tried  to  go  to  work  for  the  old  man 
but  he  had  no  work  but  in  the  morning  he  told  him  he  had  a 
great  many  apples  and  he  would  board  him  and  give  him  half 
the  cider.  He  could  pick  up  apples  and  make  and  he  would 
lend  him  the  barrels  to  put  his  share  in  and  he  would  lend  him 
his  skiff  and  he  could  take  it  down  to  town  and  there  was  a 
company  of  soldiers  there  and  he  could  sell  it  as  fast  as  he  could 
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measure  it  out.  He  went  to  work  and  made  four  barrels  so 
that  he  had  two  of  his  own.  He  took  it  down  there  and  went 
to  selling  it  out  at  12j4  cts.  a  quart.  He  sold  one  barrel  out 
and  there  came  down  some  soldiers  and  said  there  was  some¬ 
body  selling  whiskey.  There  was  a  boat  lying  there  selling  gro¬ 
ceries  and  they  fired  at  them  and  they  run  down  stream  and  Un 
let  his  skiff  follow  down  in  the  wake  of  the  boat.  He  went 
down  about  a  mile  and  hauled  out  into  some  willows  and  layd 
there  all  night  and  whilst  pondering  on  the  uncertainty  of  time¬ 
ly  things  a  bright  idea  came  into  his  mind  and  acting  on  it  im¬ 
mediately  he  took  his  measure  and  drew  out  about  half  of  the 
cider  out  of  the  full  barrel  and  put  into  the  empty  one  and  then 
filled  both  up  with  river  water  and  in  the  morning  it  was  foam¬ 
ing  and  snapping  at  a  fearful  rate  and  he  went  back  and  sold 
out  in  time  to  get  back  up  to  the  old  man’s  for  dinner.  He  then 
asked  the  privilege  to  wash  out  the  seeds  out  of  the  pomace. 
He  washed  out  one-half  bushel  and  dryed  them  a  day  or  two, 
then  put  them  in  a  sack  and  took  them  on  his  back  with  his  pack 
and  footed  it  to  Worthington.  Put  up  at  Col.  Kilborn’s  tavern. 
His  money  had  begun  to  get  low  as  he  could  not  make  a  long 
tramp  in  a  day  on  account  of  his  load.  In  the  evening  whilst 
figuring  to  himself  what  next  would  turn  up  in  his  favor  the 
landlord  said  he  wished  some  yankey  would  come  along  that 
understood  making  joint  shingles  (your  father  had  made  a  good 
many  shingles).  He  asked  him  what  he  would  give  a  thousand. 
He  told  him  he  would  board  him,  find  timber  and  a  colored  man 
to  help  him  saw  it  up  into  blocks  and  give  him  three  dollars  a 
thousand.  Uri  told  him  he  never  made  any  hardwood  shingles 
but  he  would  try  it.  (He  said  he  might  make  all  he  could  for 
he  could  sell  all  he  could  make).  The  next  morning  the  land¬ 
lord  went  out  and  picked  out  a  tree  and  he  went  to  work  and 
in  the  spring  he  leased  a  piece  of  ground  and  sowed  his  apple 
seeds.  He  would  take  care  of  his  nursery  and  in  the  winter 
would  make  shingles  and  in  that  way  made  the  money  that 
bought  the  farm  upon  the  plains  where  your  mother  ended  her 
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days.  It  was  whilst  he  was  working  there  that  he  got  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  your  mother.  She  was  a  widow  woman.  After  father 
came  to  Ohio  he  put  his  property  into  your  father’s  hands  for 
his  and  mother’s  support.  There  was  four  of  us  children  under 
age  and  they  took  us  all  to  raise  and  there  never  was  no  mother 
ever  done  a  better  part  by  children  than  your  mother  did  by  us. 
If  there  was  a  good  Christian  woman  she  was  one  of  them.  I 
could  always  tell  when  she  was  going  to  chide  me  for  some  of 
my  pranks.  She  would  begin  to  take  a  pinch  of  snuff  and 
scratch  her  knee.  I  believe  if  I  am  so  happy  as  to  get  to  the 
good  world  I  will  meet  both  of  your  parents  there.  I  went  to 
Lawrence  as  a  lay  delegate  from  this  work  and  I  saw  Brother 
Amos  there.  He  was  well.  He  said  his  family  were  all  well. 
Conference  sent  him  back  to  Seneca  again.  He  is  a  fine  man 
and  a  good  preacher. 


To  William  Morrow  Beach. 


Obil  O.  Beach. 


Letter  to  Mrs.  Bidwell  from  Reverend  E.  C. 
Beach,  dated  December  5,  1928 

I  went  out  to  the  Cemetery  at  Kalida  to  look  on  the  graves 
of  our  relatives  resting  from  their  labors,  waiting  the  resur¬ 
rection.  There  was  Uncle  Horace’s  grave;  he  died  in  1893, 
age  71.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
loved  by  all,  so  the  neighbors  told  me.  By  his  side  was  his  wife, 
Candace  Converse  Beach’s  grave. 

Near  them  were  the  graves  of  Jeremiah  Douglass,  and  his 
wife,  Judith  Beach  Douglass.  Judith  was  the  daughter  of  Un¬ 
cle  Horace,  and  died  in  1907,  age  61.  No  children. 

Near  them  were  the  graves  of  Corporal  James  Langstaff  and 
his  wife,  Sarah  Beach  Langstaff.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Un¬ 
de  Henry  Beach,  died,  1881,  age  28.  Near  her  grave  was  her 
mother’s,  Christine  Perry  Beach,  died,  1888,  aged  74;  and  her 
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brother  William’s.  He  was  born  in  1846,  died  — — .  He  was 
a  Union  soldier. 

Near  them  were  the  graves  of  uLum’'  Beach,  his  wife  and 
three  children — all  the  family.  He  was  the  son  of  Judith  Beach, 
and  grandson  of  Uncle  Horace.  He  was  born  about  1863,  and 
died  in  1928. 

Lum  died  a  few  weeks  before  I  visited  Kalida,  this  summer. 
He  had  been  living  alone,  was  missed  a  couple  of  days.  Some 
children  looked  in  the  window  and  saw  him  kneeling  at  his  bed¬ 
side.  Investigation  was  made  and  he  was  dead.  No  relations 
living  in  Kalida.  He  was  buried  and  the  house  locked,  and 
was  locked  when  I  was  there. 

J|S  Hi 

I  remember  attending  a  Beach  Family  Reunion  and  Picnic 
on  Dan  Sherwood’s  farm  about  sixty  years  ago— what  a  host  of 
Beaches  there  were  and  what  a  happy  time  it  was. 


Buffalo,  Iowa, 
August  22,  1928. 

Miss  Aurelia  Beach, 

Dear  Cousin: 

I  write  to  let  you  know  we  arrived  home  a  little  tired  after 
a  1,700-mile  trip.  I  enjoyed  my  visit  very  much  with  the  few 
of  my  young  cousins  whom  I  had  never  met  before,  but  sorry 
that  I  did  not  meet  my  Older  Cousins  who  had  passed  away.  I 
am  sorry  that  I  cannot  be  with  you  at  the  Beach  Reunion.  1 
would  love  to  see  all  of  my  relatives  of  the  Beach  family  that 
are  alive.  I  am  one  among  the  oldest,  if  not  the  oldest  of  the 
Beach  famliy  alive,  83  years.  *  *  *  I  believe  myself  and  wife 
are  the  longest  married  couple  in  the  family.  November  8th, 
will  be  the  58th  anniversary  of  our  wedding.  We  were  married 
on  the  8th  of  November,  1870.  *  *  *  My  wife  weighed  96 
pounds  when  we  were  married,  but  she  weighs  more  now,  near¬ 
ly  97.  She  used  to  hide  behind  Aunt  Rachel  so  I  could  not  find 
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hei.  I  used  to  be  a  wild  kid.  Aunt  Rachel  used  to  tell  me  to 
be  sedate,  William,  be  sedate.”  She  tried  to  make  a  quiet  boy 
out  of  me.  I  told  her,  the  old  Harry  was  in  me  as  big  as  a 
chipmunk,  and  I  could  not  drive  him  out. 

Pardon  my  foolishness. 

I  am  writing  without  glasses.  My  eyesight  is  very  good. 

From  Cousin  Will  Harrington. 
Box  177,  Buffalo,  Iowa. 

Love  to  all  my  cousins. 

(Will  Harrington  was  son  of  Alvin  and  Elizabeth  Harring¬ 
ton). 
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SO  LOOK  ABOVE 

Poem  written  by  William  Darwin  Crabb. 

(Book  published  by  the  generosity  of  A.  B.  Flower  and  Uri  Beach). 

A  Holy  stillness  hovers  in  the  air 

And  bathes  the  soul  in  peaceful  reverie; 

Breathe  low,  nor  speak,  nor  sigh,  nor  even  dare 

To  break  the  sweetened  still  with  sounds  of  glee. 

The  very  flowers  their  purest  homage  tend 

And  kiss  their  fragrant  incense  to  the  sky. 

They  look  above,  and  drop  and  blend 

Their  sinless  tears  where  dying  shadows  lie. 

The  silver  moon  unveils  her  timid  face 

Made  mild  with  messages  of  speechless  love; 

God’s  felt,  but  unseen,  presence  fills  the  place 

And  melts  the  heart  to  prayer — so  look  above ! 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  REUNION 

OF  THE 

BEACH  FAMILY 

Wednesday,  August  26,  1885. 


PROGRAMME 

Music . Glee  Club 

Invocation . Rev.  Ross 

Grace . Rev.  J.  M.  Rife 

Music. 

Address  of  Welcome . Dr.  J.  N.  Beach 

Secretary’s  Report . Mrs.  Lizzie  B.  Converse 

Report  of  Corresponding  Secretary  ......  Wm.  Morrow  Beach 

Quartette,  “Moonlight  Will  Come  Again” . 

. . H.  C.,  Lizzie,  Jennie  and  Ollie  Black 

P°em .  Marsh  P.  Beach 

Oration  . . H.  C.  Black 

Recitation . .  .  Miss  Lulu  Beach 

Duet,  “Beautiful  Sea”  ....  Misses  Mary  Beach  and  Ollie  Black 

Recitation . . . Walter  Converse 

Essay . . . . . . Uri  Beach,  Jr. 

Impromptu  Remarks. 

Solo,  “Sweet  Genevieve” .  Miss  Mary  Beach 

Election  of  Officers. 

Benediction . Rev.  J.  M.  Rife 


Mrs.  Lizzie  B.  Converse,  Secretary. 
Wm.  Morrow  Beach,  Cor.  Sec’y- 
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NEWS  TWENTY  YEARS  AGO 
THIS  WEEK 

John  Gibson,  of  Onarga,  who  is  85  years 
of  age,  was  brought  to  Westmoreland  last 
week  and  lodged  in  jail  for  breaking  his 
can  over  the  head  of  Simeon  Beach.  He 
and  Beach  got  into  a  quarrel  over  an  ac¬ 
count  for  rent  Gibson  owed  Beach.  Gibson 
did  not  deny  owing  the  rent,  but  claimed 
that  he  also  owed  Beach  the  beating  he  gave 
him.  He  said  that  he  had  no  money,  and 
refused  to  make  any  attempt  to  get  the 
money  until  he  got  his  pension,  and  so  was 
brought  to  jail. 
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Summons 

THE  STATE  OF  OHIO,  MADISON  COUNTY, 

To  the  Sherriff  of  said  County,  Greetings: 

We  command  you  to  summon  William  Beach,  Elizabeth 
Beach,  Mary  Beach,  Hannah  Beach,  Malona  Beach,  Uri  Beach 
and  John  Beach,  heirs  of  Uri  Beach;  also  Hannah  Beach, 
widow  of  said  Uri  Beach  deed,  to  appear  before  the  Honorable 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  County  aforesaid 
at  the  Court  House  in  London  on  the  first  day  of  our  next  term 
to  answer  a  petition  in  Chancery  exhibited  against  them  bv 
Lorenzo  Beach,  Adm.  of  Uri  Beach  deed,  and  this  he  shall  in 
nowise  omit  under  the  penalty  of  one  thousand  Dollars  and  of 
this  Writ  make  Legal  Service  and  Due  Return. 

Witness  the  Honorable  Frederick  Grimby,  President,  of  said 
Court  at  London  this  9th  Day  of  January,  1833. 

Test  John  Moore,  Clerk. 


427 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  POSTERITY  OF  OBIL  BEACH 


(On  the  Back  of  Summons) 

Madison  County,  Ohio 

Lorenzo  Beach,  Adm.  of 
Uri  Beach,  decd. 

A  Subpoena  in  Chg. 
Hannah  Beach,  et  al, 
Term  1833. 

Wm.  Beach 

I  certify  the 

within  to  be  a  True  Copy 
of  the  Original. 

W.  Warner,  Shff.  of  Mad.  Cty. 
By  J.  Q.  Lotspiet.  Dept. 
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Summons 

THE  STATE  OF  OHIO,  MADISON  COUNTY, 

To  the  Sheriff  of  said  County,  Greetings: 

We  command  you  to  summon  William  Beach,  John  Beach, 
Uri  Beach,  Malona  Beach,  Hannah  Beach,  Mary  Beach,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Harrington,  Alvin  Harrington  and  Hannah  Beach  to  ap¬ 
pear  before  the  Honorable  the  Judges  of  the  courts  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  of  the  County  afforsaid  at  the  Court  House  in  Lon¬ 
don  on  the  12th  of  this  instant  to  answer  a  petition  in  Chancery 
Exhibited  against  them  by  Ambrose  Beach  and  this  they  shall 
in  nowise  omit  under  the  Penalty  of  one  thousand  dollars  and 
of  this  writ  make  legal  service  and  due  return. 

Witness  the  Honorable  Joseph  R.  Swan,  President  of  our 
said  Court  at  London  this  5th  day  of  March  1834. 

Test.  John  Moore. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original. 

W.  Warner,  Shff.  of  M.  C. 

By  J-  Q.  Lotspeit.  Dpt. 
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(On  the  Back  of  Summons) 

Madison  County,  Ohio 

Ambrose  Beach 

vs. 

Hannah  Beach 
March  Term,  1832 

William  Beach 
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Summons 

THE  STATE  OF  OHIO,  MADISON  COUNTY, 

To  the  Sheriff  of  said  County,  Greetings: 

We  command  you  to  summon  William  Beach,  Uriah  Beach, 
Malona  Beach,  Hannah  Mary  Beach,  Elizabeth  Harrington, 
wife  of  Alvin  Harrington  and  the  said  Alvin  Harrington  to 
appear  before  the  Honorable,  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  of  the  County  afforsaid  at  the  Court  House  in  Lon¬ 
don  on  the  12th  of  this  Inst,  to  answer  a  petition  in  Chancery 
Exhibited  against  them  by  Hannah  Beach  and  this  they  shall 
in  nowise  omit  under  the  penalty  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  and 
of  this  Writ  Make  Legal  Service  and  Due  Return. 

Witness  the  Honorable  Joseph  R.  Swan,  President  of  our 
said  Court  at  London  this  5th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1834. 

Test.  John  Moore,  Clerk. 
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(On  Back  of  Summons) 

Madison  County,  Ohio 

Hannah  Beach 

sub. 

In  Chancery 
Alvin  Harrington 
March  Term  1834 

William  Beach 

I  hereby  certify  the 

within  to  be  a  True  Copy 
of  the  Original. 

W.  Warner  Shff. 

By  J.  Q.  Lotspiet.  Dept. 
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